has been the lot of the A postles, and
of thousands of our Elders. We -ave
been called to warn the inhabitants
of the earth of the judgmenta which
are to come, to teach them the Jaw
for the salvation of the hu-
mau fumily. Strong testimopies
have been borne by the various
speakers duriug this eonferenes con-
cerning the revelations of Jesusg
Christ to the inhabitauts of the
earth. Moses gave unto us the rove-
Iations of lerael. We bhave the
Bible, the atick or Judah, the law

of  God through Moses through
the auclent prophets and
toiarehs, avhich  has  beeun

ianded down to us. While thous-
ands of years have passed and goue,
the Bible and other revelutions of
(God have beeu preserved unto
this generation. The Book of Mor.
mon aud the Book of Doctrine aud
Covenants contain some of the
most glorious and sublime revela-
tione that bave ever given to
mau,. They show what lies before
us, what awaits our nation and the
natious of the earth. These thiugs
are clearly puinted out and will be
fulfilled, whether men believe them
or oot. The question of revelation
pometimes arlses in our day. Presi-
dent Young led us for a good many

yenrs; he led usto these valleys; be.

was a mab of God aud filled with
revelatiou. He lajd the foupdation
for the buildi-g up of this Terntory,
and is all that he did the Lord was
with him. The same may lwe said
of P’resident Taylor. 1f mendo oot
have the Holy Qhnst they have uo
businuss to teach others.

[ would say to the President of
the United Htates, to his Cabi.
foet, o all the Inbabitauts
of this land—eixty or seventy mil-
liona of people—tio all the nativns of
the earth, to kiugs, emperors, and
rioces, ‘Do oot worry about these

atter-day Sainte. If they nre not
the people ot God, if this work bas
pot been established by the Al-
mighty, they wili rallof themsel ves;
they will be swept away na with &
besom of destruction from off the
fuce of the earth by His judg-
ments.?? Have the nations forgot-
ten that there is a God io Israel,
who created the heavens aod the
earth, who governs and controls all
these Lhings? Jehovah holds this
work in His hands; He rules the
destinies of all men; but here has
been the great difficulty with ati the
world in every age that the pe:udc

have falled to  ackpnowledge
the haod of the Lord in all
thinga The wotk of the Lord has

bhecu an uphill busioess throug hout
the entire history of the worid. No
persoll who belisves in the Bible, in
the revelatious of Gud, can deny
that the Lord has praclaimed that iu
the luter days He would set Hig
haod to build up A Chureh and to
gather tegoether His  people. The
hour of His judgments hus come,
aml weaire called upon to warn the
pations, to preach the Gospe! unto
them. W hetlier we are popular or
uvupopular, if we had not obeyed that
command wu would buve been con-
demped; the Lord woulid have cut
un off and raised up 1 people who
would do the work. No kiog, sm-
peror, priuce or president, has any
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poweroverthesouls of men,aud their
subjects should have the privilege of
worshipiug God according to the
dietates of their own consciences.
Our rulers are not the ereators of
thoss subjects over whom they pre-
gide. Our Creator, has placed
us here, and we are responsible to
Him alnne for our religion, for our
faith and work. God will biess Do
tuler who will ot guarantee his
subjects their rights and privileges
in thelr reiatiopship aud commun
fon with Him.

We are herv on 4 mission and ¢an
we nftord to reject the guspel of

Christ or turn away from His com-
mandwents bhecause W does Dot
suitthe world? I cannot. There is

a power above all meu awud govern-
ments, and when menshed the
blood of the righteous because they
follow the word of the Lord they
will have to pay for it by amd bye.
The blood of Joseph and Hyrum
Bmith was shed; but the bill is not
paid yet.

Let not your hearte be troubled.
If we do our duty, if we unite to
gether and keep the ynndments
of the Lord, all will ﬁu:ll in Ziou.
The world is lookinE™®for the de-
structiou of this Church and kiug-
dom, striving for our over-
throw, but in vain. here has
pever been but one gospel on earth,
and there never will be. A great
responsibility rests upon us; let us
oot be afraid with regard to our
work. 8erve aud trust in Ged, for

you cannot put  your trust
In man. [ thank Him for
the privilege of beariug my
testimony to this great work. [f we

were gutGod’s peoplethere would not
be the comhbivation which exists
pow for our destruction. Walch
the signs of the times, watch for
what is approaching—thunder,
lightnings varthquakes, storme. cy

clonvs, pestilence and famine. When
the judgments of the Aimighty are
gathered togoether in the heaveus,
when the testimony of the Elders of
Israel is closed, God’s awful messen-
goers will visit the earth. Thervefore,
prepare yourselves for these things
which await us, for they are assur-
edly comiog, and no power can stay
the hapd of the Almighty.

Apostle Franklin B. Richnrds
pext aidressad the conference. Fol-
lowing is the substance of his re
murks: 1 esteem it a gZreat blessing
to be at this conference and fo be
permitted to be with you apd to
hear such precious testimony from
our venernble President. What has
hocn said are the eterunl truths of
heaven. [hey nre the eterpal truths
by which the people of this genera-
tion will be judged., Brother Wood-
rull has lived awd labored in this
work fifty seven years. I have lived
in it fifty-two years. It is not the
work of man but of God. It has
confounded the wisdom of the world-
ly wise. Gon ha+ takeun the young
and the inexperienced, and through
them hrought His decrees to pass.

There is a philosoph y iu the gospel,
and those who nre ripened in exper-
lence upderstand the necessily of
some things which exist. Those
who have come iuto the work later
are nob Eraclically familiar with the
past and probably, 1o cousequence,
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cannoot o elesrly sew the fulure ns
can those who have tweu looger.
fentified with the Church. Those
who were scattered and peeled aud
were driven here have felt grateful
for the season of rest we enjoyed for
8 time. When we came liwre, we
were npited and happy. We had
nodrunkentiess nor profanivy. Biuce
the avenues of gommunicrtivn have
opened, however, all manner of
alluremient has come among ug, nud
every Saint sbould bw on his guard.
If the Elders all had the spirit of
revelation, there would e no diftl-
cultivs among the peaple.  The
Church courts would have but little
tv do. The people lwing taught
correct  prioeiple, would gosvern
themselves.  All should cultivate
the splrit of prayer and Lhumiiity.
Prosperiiy s causing many Lo forget
their prayers. 1f you véase to Keep
up commuuication with God, you
will dry ulp uml go away. unless you
repeut. It is important that we
keep up a connection bebween us
and the beavens. When we send n
telegraph tyeseage and get no reply,
we understand there has been a
storm nod the wires are out of order.
When counectivu is unbroken we
know all is well. We have had a
precious season durlng this confer-
ence. Every soul must have been
comfuorted and led.

I wish tosay I have been blest
of the Loru te know of these things,
I obtained & festimony of them on
the so-called Grand Prairie, while
crosging it in November, 1838, It
wig there that I learned that the
Prophwt, sonie A postles aud EKlders,
to the numbwr of about thirty or
forty had just been taken to prison,
We were told we nesd uever expect
to see them alive again. The ene-
mies of the Sniots were determived
to destroy thelr Jives. 1 was
mude to feel as only a boy of reven-
teen years old would naturally feel
uvopder such circumsiances, when
about 200+ miles from my npative
home, iueearch of the Gospel, the
servauts, aud the Kingdom of God.
It was there, in that lonely place,
where the blesalpg aud glory of God
slione around me, and it was manpi-
fested to me that we would have
therm smong us again; thi:it the
Church would not be destroyed—
that it could not be broken wuj.
And it was shown to me just how it
lonked to Peter and his brethren
when Christ was crucified.

When | eaw these manifestations,
[ rejoiced exceedingly and I traveled
over that dreary prairie with great
Jdelight, aud afterwards associated
with the people. This was the first
testimony from God that | reciveed,
And duriug the last fifty years 1
ltave heen traveling throughout the
nations of the earth preaching the
Gospel in this and European coun-
tries. I have Leen permitted towitners
from time to time maopy blersings
such as the gift of tongzues. the io-
terpretation thereof, the gift of heal
ing, prophecy. revelation, the still
small voice in divers ways aod [
kpoow this to be the Kiogdom of
Ged, [ kpow thisis the work of the .
Lord just astruly as 1 know any
earthly thing,nnd knowing this I feel
that the short time 1 have to remniu
here |s sacred, aud with what little



