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was a great crash. “It eeemed as
it:l:l::re Was ga whole building falling
about ug,”’ he said, “‘but nome of us
were hurt. There was a door from the
basemeant inte No, 76, but it was closed
I knocked it down, and the others fol-
lowed me out. We crawled through
an openiong jo the wall, which had
“partly fallen.”’

Policeman Peck was near the luild-
ing when the explosion ocrurred. He
ran te thescene and found the building

£D AND BUENING FIERCELY,
ggiﬂf&: ] gaw nothing could be done
from the froat, aod with oneof the
firemen I went through a basement on
Greenwich street. With hocks, bars
and axea we made a hole thromeh the
wall of the wrecked building, through
which we took three of the employes
from the kitchen of the restaurant.
We conld gee others fast inthe ruine,
but could not assist them, being pre.
vented by the smoke and flames,”’

Jacob Schlesinger, employed In a
building on the opposite side of the
street, eaid there must have been at
least i00 persons 10 the buihiing when
the explosion occurred. He =aw a
Jdozen or more glrls at the windows of
one of the oflices onthe third fleor
just as the pbuilding fell.

hborhood of the ruined bulldings
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gn the accident occurre . give ac-
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Another body fearfully burned was
taken from the ruioe at 3 o’clock. Al
most immediately after the bodies of a
little boy and girl were found. They
were recognized as the children of
Eugene Heagpey, a pilumber, aod
were Lhe brother and sister mentioned
by thelittle girl taken out.

At B o’clock tonight an cotrauce to
the cellars and vault, under the side-

friends to Le missing, and it is feared
that many of these unfortunates are io
the debris.

FURTHER PARTICULARS,

With the aid of hast!ly placed elec-
tric lighte the search tn the debnas of
yesterday’a disaster was kept up al)
laxt night. A large force was put at
work. Twe fire englnes were kept at
work ail night playing upon the heated

waliks was effected. The workmen
Iabored with great difMiculiy, as

THE RUINS ARE STILL HOT,
and io the cellsr there is flve feet of
water.

Two bodies, more or less bruised,
were taken out near the frout of the
building. A second descent into the
cellar at haif-past nlue resulted in see-
ing three more bodies, which jt was
impossible to move,as they were pinned
dow n,

When the thizd trip was roade, about
ten o’clock, the body of one man was
brought up. This body had scarcely
been dispesed of when a etrange nolse
was heard coming from {he ruins. The
firemen who went to investigale its
cause returned with a big black cat,
found fleating oo a plapk o the cet-
jar,

Up to a late hour tonight nine bodies

arious persons who were in the | haj peen dug ont of the ruins. These

recognized ure! Patrick Slattery, Annie
Heagney, Johu (ibbs, William Berry.

counts of the scene at the time the wall | The Tipt of Injured, so far a3 koown, is

fell,

d. e
'}:::m parts of the building, aceording

to the portion of the strevt on wbich
the obuerver stood,

H, A. Btohn, formerly employed by
Liber & Waas,

SAW THE CRASH.

«] kpew most of the men employed
there,”’ said he, “and recognized onoe
of them, Liouis Baroard, as he fell inte
the street with the wall. He dropped
with a shower of bricks from the fourth
story, When be struck the ground he
serambled to hisfeet-and got away, but
fa pow at the hospitai injured. BAW
many others go down when the front
wall fell, but did not recognize them,
They wereall killed. -

Ag soon a8 the flames were ynder
contro] the work of rescuing the bodies
of the unforiunate persons buried be-
peath the rulne was begun. The fire-
men worked like flends, After twenty
miputes’ hard work the dead body of
one man was found, buroed and
charred so that the features were un-
recognizahle. Fifteen minutes later
apother charred body was found.
Just then a low moan was heard, com-
ing appareatly from under the feet of
the party of reseuers. Alfter worklog
for twenty minutes, a little girl, stili
ajive but badly cut and barned, was

LIFTED FROM THE RUINS,

As her rescuer raised her up in his
arms she lifted her eyes toa window
on tiie opposite side of the street and
cajled 1o piteous toner, **There’s my
mamma.?’ It was indeed the child’s
raother, who, upen seeing her child,
became 8o frantic with joy that enly
the ¢fforts of personsstanding oear her
prevented her from jumping out of the
window. As the firemen placed the
little girl in the hospital ambulance,
she told them her brother and sister
.were both under the bricks dead. It
seems she was playiog in front of the
bujlding at the time of the explosion,

' enused the disaster.

They saw O0€ OF mMule DErsODs, | uy follows: William Smilh, John Wall-
who were unioubtedly killed or jo- Ke. <,
The persons seen were in dif-| Johp

Lipuis Berunard, Morris Gottieib,
Link, Beroard Lebrod, John She-
han, May Heagney, Frauk Morrow,

All the bodies recovered to-night
were dug out of- the debris which cov-
ered the sidewslk in froot of the ruins.

The building bad a frontage of about
150 feet on Park Plage avenue and
thirty-Aive feet on Greenwich street.
[t was condemined thirteeu years apo
by the building department.

THERE ARE MANY THEORIES

a3 to the cause Of the disaster, Chief
Reily of the fire department was of the
oploion that a boiler had exploided
Apother believed that the beiler in
the restaurant had exploided aund
Then it was said
that some chemicais had expleided in
the drug store.

The most plausible theory, however,
is that the wreck was caused by the
shaky condition of the buildiog and
the vibration of the heavy |[resses
running in the lithographing ana
printiug establishment on the upper
floor. It is generally admitted that
there was an explosion of some kind,
but the collapse is accounted for in oo
other way than the one mentioned,
when it is taken into consideration
that the bullding was condemuned thir-
teen years ago. There was practically
no mortar between the brick, and when
they were looked at after the smoke
and fire had sutwided they wereasbure
as a board,

Rourdsman Taylor of the Fifth pre-
oluct reports having gooe to the scene
on the first alarm. Hearing cries tor
help, he rushed to a neighboring hard-
ware store, secured a lot of axes and in
company with a number of citizens cut
a hole in the debris. Seventesn peo-
Me were rescued there, all more or less
painfully burpmed. Had Taylor net
heard the c¢ries they could oot have
survived loug. The police have a loog
liet of names of persone reported by

bricks, Those who had friends sup.
pored to be in the ruine furmed a Jarge
part of the crowd that thronged outside
| the policeliue. At intervals mangled
and cbarred bodies were taken frond
| the rulns and placed in the ““dead
wagon®’ that stood constantly near. Up
to 9 o’clock this moruing fourteen
bodies had been recoversu. At 1:30
the bodies of two more men burned
beyoud recognition were removed, As
eveuing came on & heavy dowupouar of
rain get in which, with sllght breaks,
continued throughout the night. - The
workmen were withdrawn {rom their
work and the crowds were scattered,
policemen being loft tv  wateh the
ruins. The complets Lt of
1DENTIFILD DFEAD

up to 10 p, m. is us followe;

Leounrd B. Cole, John Giths, Harah
Haegoey, Michael Slattery, A. B. Pe-
terson, George Low, Gustav Zollkler,
Jacob Hederick, Otto Walser, Charles
Brietner, Frank Hatch, Abraham Ber-
schopki, Gustav Bteiner.

Five bodies, ali of men, have ngt yet
becorecogntized. It is thought tonight
that not less than ffty were killed in
the disaster. Io the morning meaos
wijl be provided to remove the heavy
glrders which must be taken frem the
rulos before any more effectunl pro-
gress can be made o cleariug away
the debrls apu getting out the re-
maioder of the boudles of those who
perished.

Late tonight two more Ideotiflea-
tions were made a8 follows: Abrabham
Berschopkl, Gustav Steiner.

Inepector Williams, who has been at
the seene of the disaster almost from
the first moment, said tonight in re-
iard to

THE PROBABLE CAUSE:

“There was no explosion in that
bulldiog, because there was nothing te
explode. The accident was the result
of the weak structure and the incessant
vibratiou of the heavy presses,”” Many
of the witnesses who saw the crash say
the bullding slowly buiged out fo the
middle until it had formed a notices
able curve from the roof to the ground,
and then fell.

The building where the aceideut oc-
curred was occupied by ten different
flrms, It wasa five-story brlek struc-
ture 135 feet on Park place, ineludlog
68, 70, 72, 74, 76 and 78. The fourth
and fifth floors of the place were vat
cant. The basement and ground fjoor
of No 70 was occupied by L. Bounes-
tield & Co., manufacturers of bronze,
Next to Bonesfeld in Ne. 72 Fred W.
Trippe had a drug store occupying the
basernent. Andrew Peterson kept a
restaurant on the ground floor of No.
74and had his kitchen in the base-
ment. There was but one entrance on
the P’ark place side, between Nom. 74
und 76. West of the entrance on the

round floor was a vacant atore, half of

0. 76. The other hulf of No. 76 was
occupied by J. Gilmour, umhbreilss and
parasols. In the basement under Gil-




