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of divorces especially when the fact is
taken into consideration that in former
days it was an easy matter for any
dissatisfied woman to obtain a divorce

president young broadmindedbroad minded far-
seeing inspired man that hebe was
early perceived that itif men had the
privilege of taking more than one wilewife
the opportunity for divorce should be
made very liberal for women itif this
should be refused to that sex marriage
might become to them in some in-
stances an ii tolerable and cruel bond
age it was understood therefore
from the beginning of the settlement
of salt lake valley that women had
the utmost liberty to change their con-
dition if they were dissatisfied and
unhappy in the family relationship
it might be thought that the granting
of such freedom to dissolve the marriage
tie would be attended with disastrous
consequences in the breaking up of
family circles and the introducing of
general disorder but to the credit of
the women of the latter dyday saints be
it said no bad effects followed itif the
granting of this freedom had any effect
it was to make women more contented
with their lot they knew they had
perfect liberty and could exercise an
unfettered choice and every galling
feeling of dependencedeiendei endenosdence was re-
moved they felt that their relation
ship to their husbands was that of con-
fidence and love the liberty of
divorce thus granted placed them
on a nearer equality to man
it waswas also a I1 i appeal to their
honoror an evidence that they could be
trusted and most nobly did they show
by their conduct that this confidence
was not misplaced with them liberty
never degenerated into license though
every wm ife in the land knowknew that if she
made up her mind to be separated from
her husband after the teachers of the
church had exhausted their efforts to
reconcile her to her condition and to
make peace between her and herbar part-
ner a divorce could be easily obtained
yet very few women ever took
advantage of the opportunity thus
offered

in a society where religious influen-
ces did not prevail and where there
was not a high conception entertained
of the sacrednesssacred ness of thehe marriage cove-
nant such an experiment would have
been attended it is quite probable
with very bad consecon quoi ces impure
POOL leie would have taken advantage of
such an easy modemobie of breaking up
their marriages and would have
formed new connections great abuses
would doubtless have prevailed and
the worst features ofef free love would
have been witnessed

in a recent article on divorces in
france which appears in the north
american review from the pen of M
alfred baquet a member of the
french chamber of deputies it
toIs stated that while be would
favor the removal of every obsta-
cle that is in the way of
divorce itif I1 were in his power to do so

taking into consideration the degree
of enlightenment of civilized countries
in generalgenera and of hisbis own country in
particular he thinks the divorce lawjaw
passed in france in 1884 is all that
could be expected he therefore
favors restrictions being placed upon
divorcesdivorcee it being dangerous according

his view to make them too easy
one can imagine what fearful results

would be likely to follow in a country
like france the throwing down of all
barriers in the way of divorce in fact
in very few communities could such
an experiment be ventured upon with-
out it beingbaling followed by the disrupting
of the mootmoet binding and sacred ties
and the breaking up of numerous
family circles

there are some curious facto brought
to light by statisticians concerning
divorce M jacques bernillonBer tillon the
head of the paris bureau of statistics
basbaa established in a decisive manner
it tois said that the number of families
which are disunited by divorce is
quite independent or the legislation of
the country there being an extraordi-
nary variation in the number of separ-
ations where the laws regarding di-
vorces are the same for example
though the law is the same throughout
switzerland there tois a great difference
in the number of divorces in the dif-
ferent cantons of that republic
in certain cantons for instance
geneva bale and zurich sta-
tistics prove that an enormous
number of divorcesdivorcee occur while other
cantons such as uri do not offer a
single case

this difference is very remarkable
and it would be interesting to trace the
causes it mustmost be due largely
to local influences probably lax mor-
alityalityandand a low appreciation of the
sacredness otof the marriage covenant
contribute to these results or per-
haps aane different religions prevail in
the different cantons that may have
some Itiinfluencefluence upon divorcesdivorcee for it is
wellwall known thatbat the catholic church
strenuously opposes divorces but re-
ligion cannot be the cause of the varia-
tions which occur in scandinavia
yet according to this gentlemans
statistics serious variations do occur in
that region the laws governing
divorcesdivorced are about the same in den-
mark sweden and norway and the
people are as near alike as possible in
race customs and religion but be
asserts that one of these nations
abounds in separated family circles
while in the other two there are almost
none the lutheran religion being
the dominant religion in each of these
three nations their customs being alike
and their race being almost if not
quite identical we are left to conjec-
ture as to the cause of this difference
in the number of separated family
circles

As I1 have stated divorces were very
few among the latter day saints
this in fact is the case today there
isais a way by which the number of
divorcesdivorce amongsamong members of the church
can at least be mutely ascer-
tained while the church cannot
grant legal divorces members in good
standing do not consider the union of
hush nd and wife as completely dis-
solved until action is taken in the case
by the earthly head of the church he
holding the authority to bind on
earth and it is bound in heaven and to
loose on earth and it is loosed in
heavenheaved therefore what is known as
an ecclesiastical divorce tois sought
for without such a divorce
no divorced woman could be
sealed or mariman led in a tomtemplepie to an
other man by this mennsmeans then a
very good idea can be obtained of the
number of separations that have taken
place among the latter day saints

during the past forty flfiveva yearsyears and
it is very gratifying to know that they
have been far from numerous this is
as it should be the fewer divorces
the betterbettel

the truth is that if every barrier in
the way of divorce were removed and
men and women were left as free as
possible there ought not to be one
more divorce among the latter
day saints with the training they
have had than there would be with
all the restrictions around them which
the laws now provide separation
should only occur when there sareare rea-
sons which make it imperative for the
welfare and happiness of the wife and
children undoubtedly there are in-
stances when such a step is absolutely
necessary but to eee persons take
such a step for light and trivial causes
is inexpressibly painful to all right
minded people for then the consequen-
ces to all concerned are likely to be
most serious and in such oasescases every
possible influence should be used to
check the disposition to fly to divorce

the young people of our faith should
be impressed with the importance of
not making hastyty and inconsiderate
marriages it tois a step which should
not be taken without serious and
prayerful consideration for it isia a stopstep
that for good or evil is attended with
the most wide reaching effects others
may make light of marriage and
welcome divorce as an easy way of
breaking its tendslend but latter day
saints should set the world an
example of fidel ty in their marriage
relations and in maintaining a high
standard of virtue and purity

Y M M I1 A NORMAL

perhaps a few words at thisbig time
from the Y M M I1 A normal class
which is being held here would not be
amissamis this class which bus a course
otof five weeks has been organized for
the special purpose of training young
men in the mutual improvement
work it is under the able supervision
of dr M H hardy audand it laIs doing a
great work the present class com-
menced on monday november
it numbers forty five studand is composed
mostly of young men who have beenbeau
called to labor as missionaries thisthia
winter in the different stakes of zion
in the interest of the Y M M 1I A
there are also a few young ladlesladies it
will cloclose its labors on wednesday
december having been in session
a little over five weeks the unani-
mous testimony of the class is that the
time has passed too quickly and that
the benefits received are invaluable

the course taken is very thorough
comprising all the subjects in the man-
ual besides lectures and practical ex-
ercises on constitutional law and
parliamentary usages by bishop booth
and prof jasjam B keeler vocal music
by prof oilgiles and a course in psycho
logy by the principal prof B duffcluff
jr also lectures upon special subjects
by geo H brimhall and dr M H
hardy the M 1I students have all
the privileges of the academy the
same as the regular students to the
lectures on the book of mormon by
geo reynoldsReynoldstoto the gium and
the Poly society once a week
also to the sunday school normal
class held every sunday for the pur-
pose of instructing the young


