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of divorces, especially when the fact is
taken into conglderation that in former
days it wea an easy matter for any
dissatiafied womag to ohtain a divorce.

President Young, broad-minded, far-
seeing, insplred man that he was,
early perceived that If men had the
privilege of taking more than one wife
the opportunity for divorce should be
made very liberal for women. Kf thias
ahould be refused to that sex, marriage
might become to them in some in-
stances an ir tolerable and cruel bond-
age. Xt was understood, therefore,
from the beginning of the settlement
of Balt Liake Valley that women had
the utmost liberty to change their con-
dition if they were dissatinfied and
unhappy in the family relationship.
It might be thought that the granting
of such freedom to dissolvethe marriage
tie would be attended with disastrous
consequences in the breaking up of
family circles and the introducing of
general disorder. But to the credit of
the women of the Latter-day Baints be
it said, no bad effeots followed. If the
granting of this freedom had any effect
it was to make women more contented
with their lot. They knoew they had
perfect liberty and could exercise an
unfettered choice, and every gulling
feeling of de,endence was. ree
moved. They felt that their relatinn-
ship to their busbands was that of con-
fidence and love. The liberty of

divorce thus granted pluced them
on B noesrer equality to man;
it was also a. appenl to their

honor, an evidenoe that they could be
trusted; and most obly did they show
by their conduct that this confidence
was notenisplaced. With them liberty
never degenerated intolicense. Though
every wife intbhe land kovw that if she
meade up her mind tg be separated from
ber bhusband, after the teachers of the
Church bad exhausted their efforts to
reconolle her to her condition and to
make peace between her and her part-
ner, a dlvorce could be ensily ohtained,
yet very lew women ever took
advantage of the opportupity thus
offered.

In u society where religlous influen-
cep did not prevail, and where there
was pot a high conception entertained
of the saoredness of the marriaye cove-
nant, such an experiment would have
been attended, it is quite prubable,
with very bad contequecces. lmpure
peolle would have taken advantage of
suclh: an easy mode of breaking up
their marriages and would have
formed new connections; great abuses
would doubtless have prevailed, and
the worst features of ““iree love?’ would
bave been witnessed.

In & recent article on divorees in
France, which appears in the MNorth
American Heview from the pen of M.
Altred Naguet, a member of the
French  ohamber of deputies, it
18  stated that, while he would
favor the removal of every obsta-
cle that e in the way of
divorce ii | were in his power to do so
—taking inlo congideration the degree
of enlightenment of civiiized countries
In general, sand of his own country io
particular, be thinke the divorce law
passed in France in 1884 is all that
could be expected, LHe, therefore,
favors restrictions being placed upon
divorces, it being dangerous, according

his view, to make them too easy.
One cap hinagine what fearful results

would be likely to follow, in a country
like France, the throwing down of ail
barriers in the way of divorce; in fact,
In very few communities couid such
an expefiment be ventured upoo with-
out it being followed by the disrupting
of the moet binding and sacred ties
and the breaking up of numerous
family circles,

There are some curicus facts brought
to light by statisticians concerning
divorce. M. Jacques Bertillon, tbe
head of the Paris bureau of atatistics,
bae established in a Jepislve manner,
it is said, that the number of families
which are disunited by divorce is
quite independent ot the legislation of
the country, there being an extraordi-
pary varlation in the number of separ-
ations where the laws regarding di-
vorces are the same. For examiple,
though the law igthe rame throughout
Bwitzerland, there is a great difference
in the number of divorces in the dif-

ferent cantons of that republiec.
In ocertain oantons — for fnstacce,
Geneva, Bale and Zurich —sta.
tistics prove that 8o enormous

number of Jdivorceaocour, while cther
cantons, such as Uri, do not offer a
single cage.

This difterence {8 very remarkable
snd it would be interesting to trace the
oausen therefor. Xt must be duelargely
to local influences; probably lax mor-
ality and a low appreciastion of the
sapgredness of the marrlage covenant
contribute to these results; or; per-
hapa, as different religions prevail in
the different cantons, that may* have
some jofluence upon divorcee; for it is
well koown that the Catholio church
atreruously opposes divorces. But re-
ligion cannot be the cause of the varia.
tiobs which oeccur in Beandinavia,
Yet according to this gentleman’s
statistics serionus variations do occur in
that region. The Iawe governing
divorces are about the same in Den-
mark, Bweden and Norway, and the
people are as near alike as possible in
race, custome and religion; but he
asperts that one of these nations
sbounds in separated family cirecles,
while in the other two there are almost
pone. The Lutheran religion being
the dominant religion in each of these
three nations, their customs being alike
and their race being almost, 1f not
guite, identical, we are left to conjec-
ture as to the cause of this difference
in the number of separated family
oiroles.

Apl have stated, divorces were very
few among the Latter-day Saints;
this, in fact, is the case todey. There
isa way by whioch the rnuwber of
divorcesamong members of the Church
can at least be approximuately ascer-
tained. While the Church cunnot
grant legal divorees, members in good
atanding do not consider the union of
busb nd and wife as completely dis-
solved unptil action 18 taken in the case
by the earthly head of the Church, he
holding the authorlty *“to bind on
earth and it is bound in heaven and to
looee on earth and it is loosed in
heaven;’’ therefore, what 18 known as

an eoclesinstical divorce 1s mought
for. Without such a divorce
no dJdivorced woman could be

sealed, or mariied, In a Temnple to an-
other man. By this menns, then,
very good idea can be cobtained of the
number of separations that have taken
place among the Latter-day Baints

duriug the past forty.five. years. And
it is very gratifying to know that they
bhave been far from numercus. ‘This ig
as It should be. The fewer divorces
the bettet.

The truth ig, that if every barrler in
the way of divorce were removed, and
men and women were left as free as
posaible, there ought not to be one
more divorce among the Latter-
day BSalots, with the training they
have had, than tbere would be with
all the restrictiona around them which
the iaws Dow provide. Separation
sbould on!y occur when there are rea-
sons which make it Imperative for tbe
welfare aud happiness of the wife and
children. Undoubtedly there are in-
stances when such a step is absolutely
pecessary. Bul to gee persons take
auch a atep for light and trivial causes
is inexpressibly painful to all right-
minded people; for then the conrequen-
ces to ail concerned are likely to be
moet serious: and in such cases every
possible influence should be used to
check the disposition to iy to divorce.

The young peopie of our falth should
be impressed with the importanceof
not making hasty and inconsiderate
marriages. Itls a step which should
not be teken without eerious and
prayerful consideration, for it is a step
that, for good or evil, is attended with
the most wide-reaching eftects. Qthers
may make light of marriasge and
welcome divoree 45 an essy way of
breaking its tonde; but Lutter-day
Saints should eet the world anp
example of fldel ty in their marringe
relations aml in maintaining a high
atandard of virtue and purity,

Y. M. M. I. A. NORMAL.

Perhaps s few words at thig time
from the Y. M. M. I. A. normul clase
whioch is being held bhere would oot be
amiss. Thls cluss, which huas a course
o! five weeks, has been orgaunized for
the apecial purpose of training young
men in the Mutual Improvement
work. It is under the ablesupervision
of Dr. M. H. Hardy, and it s doing a
great work. The present class com.
menced on Monday, November 14th;
it numbers forty-five, and ia composed
mostly of young men who have been
called to labor me missionaries this
winter in the ditterent Biakes of Zion
in the interest of the Y. M. M. I. A,
There are also a1 few young iadies. It
will close its Iabore on Wedneaday,
December 21st, having been in session
a little over five weeks, The upani-
mous testimony of the class is that the
time has pnassed too quickly and that
the benefits recelved nre invalushle.

The course taken ia very thorough,
comprising all the subjeots in the mun-
ual, besides lectures and practical ex-
ercises on constitutlional law and
pariiamentary usages by Blshop Booth
and Prof. Jas. B. Keeler; vocal music
by Prof. Giles, and s course in_peycho-
logy by the principal, Prof. B. Clufl,
Jr.; also lectures upon special subjects
by Gee. H. Brimhall apd Dr. M. H.
Hardy. The M. I. students have all
the privileges of the aondemy the
same as the reguiar students, to the
leciures on the Book of Mormon by
(Geo. Reynolde,to the Pedagogium and
the Polyeophical seciety once a week,
alio to the Bunday Behool normaj
clags held every Sunday for the pur-
pose of instrueting the young




