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things in the history of human pro-
gress otherwise incomprehensible

Having lived anl prospered un-
der a republican form of govern-
ment for over a hundred years,
Americans naturally think it the
best. For an intelligent. reasonable,
law-ahiding people, without compro-
mising precedents, without re-
ligious prejudices, that is probably
the case. But what would the peo-
ple of Russia, nine-tenths of whom
were serfs only twenty years ago,
do with our system? No one pre-
tends to say that for the moment
they are not better off’ as they are.
To give a more foreible illustration
—What would be the political
condition of the Persians of
Afehans if every man had the
right of suffrage? Intelligent
A mericans believe in the right of
every country to choose its own
form of government., There are not
wanting Americans who believe
that uuniversal suffrage is a mistake.
it certainly has its disadvantages,
notably in large cities, where it is
sometimes in the power of the idle
and vicious classes, who are ever
ready for two or three francs, or
from mere love of anarchy or dis-
order, to cast their votes for any ad-
venturer like Boulanger.

In England suffrage is not uni-
versal, but nearly so. The excep-
tion makes it possible to exclude
from politieal influence the greater

part of the dangerous @ ele-
ments  of London and the
large provingeial cities. The

Layasta Cabinet in Spain has been
endeavoring for the last year to ren-
der suffrage universal without even
being able to hear the question dis-
cussed in the Cortes, owing to the
disorderly opposition of the conser-
vatives. The eommon people of that
country are, by education and tem-
perament, the least titted of all the
important continental populations
of IKurope to be endowed
with so important a political
right. In Germany the peasant
classes care little for liberty in the
abstract so long as they are permit-
ted to drink their lager bLeer in
peace. They are by instinet peace-
able and law-abiding. In the cities
it is different. There the working
tlasses are more intelligent, more
active and more impatient under
restraint. They aresocialists or an-
archists, with ideas for the most
part subversive of all government,
and ready, if they had the power,
to anuijhilate authority and get rid
of their rulers, no matter by what
means. This subjection or blotting
out of the moral sentiment is the
most significant fact in the history
of nihilism and the different forms
of socialism that are seen in all the
countries of Europe. 1t is the belief
that the right exists to achieve lib-
erty,no matter by what means. The
principle involves the right to take
human life, by dynamite if neces-
sary, and by wholesale if a crowd
of innocent persons stand in the
way.

Fortunately principles and opin-
ions such as these are entertained
by only a small minority in any
country. There are in Russia, per-
haps, 20,000 or 80,000 nihilists in a
population of 100,000,000, In Ger-

many a few hundred thousand in a
population of 40,000,000 entertain
these extravagant ideas. In France
the proportion is about the
same. This is what makes
the growth of socialism and
the gospel of dynamite =0 extra-
ordiuary, for it is the denial of the
first prineiple of democratic govern-
ment—the right of the majority to
rule. Socialism-—or anarchism, as
it should be called in some cases—
claims the right not only of a min-
ority, but of a scarcely perceptible
minority, to dictate the laws and
policy of the mnation of which the
cligue forms a part. That is, the
apostles of liberty, the believers in
the greatest possible measure of it,
deny fo their countrymen their
most obvious rights, v.hile at the
same time they strike 4t the very
roots of legitimate authority and
ordingry morality.

The moral world, in which one
extreme is followed invariably
by another, has a remedy for
these evils, and in this case not
the one that true lovers of liberty
desire. Property  and established
interests menaced with destruetion
unite for self-defense. Monarchs
whose lives or whose authority is
threatened combine against the com-
mon enemy. There is everywhere
in Kurope today—in Russia, in
Austria, in Italy, in Germany—a
reaction against the abuse of the
theory of liberty. There is a general
tendency toward absolutism which
manifests itself not only toward the
working classes, but aggravates the
political situation and renders a
general war more probable. As the
erimes of the French Revolution set
the whole world against France, so
those of the socialism of today, resulf-
ing from vicious theories of liberty,
threaten the very existence of the
freedom the common people have
with such difficulty obtained.

Dr. Ep. 1saacson.
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THAT “LIBERAL" PILL.

A long letter about Lileralism in
Ogden appeared in yesterday’s
Tribune. It was evidently made to
order, with the intention of mislead-
ing and deceiving; it is headed—
“Liberalism is Wealth,”” “The
magnificent showing made in Og-
den City,” and “Enormous gain in
valuations.”” If this had been put
truthfully and correctly it would
have read, * Liberalism is Waste—

sxtravagant showing made in Og-
den City—Epormous 1ncrease of
taxes.”

After having a fling at “Mormun”
orators and the “Mormon’’ press,
I'1L (80 he signs his name) tells us
that he made a trip to the Junc-
tion City for the purpose of
wocuring from the public records
}ucts and figures. He then asks us to
“look at the assesseid valuation of
property and the amount of taxes
collected during the years from 1886
to 1889, when the People’s party
held sway and compare 1t with this
year, the Liberal parly having come
into power February 15, 1889,

That is just what all the taxpay-
ers in Ogden have heen doing; they

have been looking, and that with
rueful countenances. Let us accept
P’il’s figures when he says the tax

collected for the past four years is:

18886, Amonnt Lollected $10 dh‘l 50

R8T, 318,90
w « 14 664.65
1859, “ 39,450.00

These figures show that the Peo-
ple’s Party collected $37,443.05 in
three years and the “Liberals’ $39,-
450.00 in one — more than three
dollars to one. But “P'il*” says it
will be seen from these figures that
the rate of* taxation has not in-
creased!””  He says, in that respect,
what is perfectly true, that *‘the rate
of tax is the same, namely five
mills on the dellar. But how have
they got this enormous increase?
“Oh,” says *‘Pily? “the value of
property has increased and gives
these figures:

1886 asseaned \.tluul.lon $2,158,005.00

1857 2 550,400.00
1888 5 fi 2‘!‘14 670.00
1889 (e N 7.941.15(}.00

*Pil” says ‘“‘these figures are al-
most staggering.”” They are not
almost but altogether staggering to
the Ogden tax payer. *‘Pil>? says:
“If the assessed valuation of prop-
erty be one-third of its actual
valuation, then in 1838 Ogden had
in round numbers $9.000,000 worth
of property in her corporate limits—
today she has in round numbers
$24,000,000.*

If! There iz a world of meaning
in a simple *‘if.>? By “Pil’s,” if
he begs the whole question, the
truth beivng that the {’eople’s party
taxed the city on a one third valua-
tion, while the ‘““Liberals® tax the
city to its full valualion, and even
beyond. Mulfiply the 1588 assessy-
ment by three, and you have §7,-
804,010.00 as the true city value,
against $7,941,150.00 in 1889—an
inerease of one hundred and thirty
thousand dollars only. ‘2’’’ makes
this small amount into fiffeen mil-
lione. I will give two instances to
prove that the city has been assessed
by the ‘““Liberals’ to its full value.
Take Z. C. M. L. building, corner of
Main and Twenty-fourth streets, It
was assessed by the People’s officers
at $38,000 in 1888 and by the *“Liber-
als?? at $100,000 1n 1889! One hun-
dred thousand dollars is more than
its full value, and ground could be
purchased and a better and Jarger
building erected for tnat money to-

day. As for $300.000 being ils
va ue, that is simply absurd. Then
take the dwelling house of Mr.

Shurtliff, on Twenty-fourth Street.
It was assessed at $3000 in 1888, and
ab $9000 in 1889. It was worth $9000
in 1888 and has not increased in
value to any extent; $27 000 as its
value is incorrect.

I'hese are but two cases; “Pil*?
can have two hundred. He gives
fizures which show that from busi-
ness, water and liquor licenses there
has been an increase of somesix per
cent.  These are probably correct;
But “P’il’* was in gross ignorance
or wilfully wished to deceive when
he wrote about property and real
estate, hence his **1f.”? Take his
“if** away or answer his queries
truthfully, and it is like sticking a
pin ina bladder of wind-—the whole
thing collayses.

There are two other items referred




