o

1“'31“19 interior, which if exhausted,
uﬂ}] cnuse the crust to collapse,
ot the motion of the carth in its
eltah cause it to lose its place nmong
b (18 i 4

Dieces, enly bodies, and fall in
shAhother writer thinks that boring
Ould be prohibited by stringent
sit‘:'s-' He, too, thinks there is o pos-
" ility of nn explosion, though
UM apother cause. Should & dis-
I oceur, “the country nlong the
%’&B-_belt. from Toledo through Ohio,
jdian, and Kentucky wili be
ﬁ&ped up to the depth of twelveor
- 0 hundred feet, nnd fiopped
th er Nke a puncake, Jeaving a chasm
Tough which the waters of Lake
inne will come howling down, fill-
s the Ohioand Mississppi Valleys,

B4 blotting them out forever!®’
ill another theorist has investi-
s the gas-wells with telephones
u“d delicate thermometers, nnd he
dimﬂunqes startling discoveries. He
h guished sounds like the beil-
| of rocks, and estimated that a
% € and n half or so beneath Find-
3 g’, the temperature of the carth Is
lt’lem - This scientist says an im-
andnse cavity exists under Findlay,
a0 that here the gas ia stored; that
it;milﬁ below the hottom of the cav-
flay 8 8 mass of roaring. seething
intgee’ which is gradunliy eating
ang the rocky floor of the cavern
thinning it, Eventually the
ex“‘leﬁ_wili reach the gns, a terrific
o 98lon will ensue, and Findlay
P its nejghborhood will be blown
YWard ip an instant. Such are
DO[S::dOf the theories gravely pro-
~Br ed in respect to this new fuel.

Work of a Rallway superinten-
dant,

lnTtEB Superintendent of a railway
threﬁ tountry who has, let us say,
chy hundred miles of rond in his
fnty B¢ hns perhaps as grent n var
d]é of oceupation, nnd as many
denoreBt questions of importance
otﬁ"audmg upon his decision a8 any

Cr business professional man in
6 Tmunity. Fully one-half of

k_me Will be spent out of doors
of hling after the physical condition
tio 8 track, masonry, bridges, sta-
ceryy, Puildings of ail kinds. Con-

the Coy

a::;lng the repnir or renmewal of
judg,. Be  will have to pass
BMent, He must know in-

ti
in |Mely every foot of his track, and
kng €8 of emergency or acclident,
Den(‘lv Just what recourses heean de-
Mgt ipon, and how to msake them
Vigig Immediately useful. He will
freoq, the shops and round-houses
stmctf_fnt]y, and will know the con-
eyepe o and daily condition of
ﬂndry locomotive, every pnssenger
With lﬁ&ggage car. He wili consult
wil) diﬂ master mechanic, and often
sha)| ecide which ecor or engine
In £, which ghall not be taken
ang . repair, ete. He has to plan
ang OIganize the work of every yard
the deve.-y station. He must know
lxa_y.l.ulti”” of each employe on his
or aegtfﬂ’ and inatruct nll new men,
Mg khat. it is properly done. He
Wate}, €ep incessant and vigilnnt
t“lliu on the movement of ali
Hagio? Roting the slightest va-
he jo) from the schedules whichi
8 prepared, and looking care-
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fully into the causes therefor, so as
to avoid its rocurrence. The first
thing in the morning he is grested
with a report giving the situation of
business on the road, the events of
the night, movement of trains, and
location and volume of freightto Le
handled. The last thing at night
helfets a final report of the location
and movement of !m;ﬁorl.nnt. trnins;
and he never closes his eyes with-
out thinking that perhaps the fele-
phone will ring and eall him before
dawn. During the day in his office
he has reports to make out, requisi-
tions to approve,a varied corres-
pondence, not always agreeable, to
nnswer.—Scribner’s.

Why is Cold Weather Healthful?

The hygienie virtues of cold cli-
mate have been but ]pan‘.ly appreci-
ated, and very little 1nveeflgnt.ed
scientifically. The bracing or stim-
ulating effect of cold, in the weather
or the bath, has been abundantly
recognized, and even to undiscrim-
inating and injurious excesses. But
a more easentinl aspect of the sulject
comes into view with the unfoldlln
secrets of microbial and nialari
agencies. While the germicidal, or
perhaps germ-paralyzing, power of
irost, has always bwen palpable and
notorious, in yellow fever for in-
stance, and other paludal disenses,
its beneficent Interference with
slower .Eenciea of the same kind;
that undermine health by merely
depressing vitalify—agencies guite
distinet, 88 we are about to show
from the relaxing effect of thermal
changes, as commonly recognized—
demandsre-examination in the light
of modern biology.

What is the meaning of an actual
case like this? A sedentary, in-
door occupation; apartment at an
extraordinnry elevation, moderntely
warmed and well ventilated at all
hours; bodily heat kept- uniform in
all weathers by attention to cloth-
ing; in short, nething vwed to
changes of femperature in the per-
sonal environment; but whenever
the owiside temperature has been
below the freezing point, digestion
has been about twice as eflicient ns
in the clearest of the prevailing
mild weather of the present winter,
without guin%int.o the open air in
either case. It svems evident from
this that freczing suppresses some-
thing that is infmical to health, and
which revives or isresupplied as
soon a8 the temperature rises. Is
not this something identical or hom-
ogeneous with the miasma of inter-
mittent fevem‘% whigh is now classed
among specific germs? If wo, is
there not a wide range of virulence
in these germs, from the mild and
transient vitlating influence above
described to the most dangercus in
fevers; dependent generslly, as we
know, on the climate, with heat as
a pueculiarly essential factor? Amnd
does not this indicate the chief hy-
grienic ad vantage of solid northern
winters?

Not only does frost destroy the
microbes or gnrn]yzu their propaga-
tion, but the more concentrated
oxygen of the dense cold air has
also an evident agency in their sup-

ression, necording to the Pasteur-
ian discovery of oxygen culiure
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A8 o means of imcapacitating them
for resistance to the germ de-
stroying power now found to be in
the blood. Otherwise, when accli-
mated, as it were, to scant oxygen,
they arc able to survive and propa-
gate within the aystem, were they
work, with varied degrees of activ-
ity, in the following ways men-
tioned in a late paper by Dr. E.” W,
McGuire before the Virginia Medi-
cal Bociety: (1) As cell food [and
oxygen] consumers; (2) As obstruc-
tionists interfering with the action
of excreting organs; (3) By leaving
Poisonous excretions; (4) By tissue-
discrganization  wherefrom pto-
maines result.

In consonance with the experi-
cence above cited of indigestion and
acidity in soft weather, Baginsky
in a paper before the Berlin Medical
Bociety, referring to indigestion of
infants, states that the bacterium of
the lactie fermentation causes the
production of aretic acid and ace-
tone, as well as lactic acid. The
neutral! lactates are changed to
butyric ncid; starch iz not changed

r | to sugar, nor casein or albumin de-

ses f0o name

com He pro
‘acetie bacter-

this bacterium the
ium.”’- Sanitary Era.

0Old Homes Are Bast,

If one runs over the list of the per-
sons known to him he flnds very
few of more thian forty yenrs old
living in the houses in which they
were born. Of the twenty houses
built more than fifty years ngo near
my own, only one is lived in by the
family by which it was originally
oceupied, while most of the others
have had numerous successive own-
ers or tenants. Of my own friends
near my own age there are buttwo
or three anywherc who live in the
houses which their fathers occupied
before them. This lack of heredi-
tary homea—homes of ene family for
more than one generstion—is a
novel and significant feature of
American socicty. In Its effecton
the disposition of the people and on
the quality of our civilization it has
not received the attention It de-
serves.

The conditions which have brought
nbout this state of things are ob-
vious. The spirit of eguality, and
the practices, especially in regard
to the distribution of property, that
have resnlted from it; the general
change in the standards of living
arising from the enormous develop-
ment of the natural resources of the
country, and the consequent unex-
amy) diffusion of wealth and
material comfort; the rapid settle-
ment of our immense territory, and
the astonishing growth of our old as
well a8 of our new cities, have been
unfavorable to the existence of the
hereditary home.

There is scarcely a town in the
long-settled parts of the Northern
Btates from which a considerable
portion of its people hns not gone to
seek residence elsewhere.  Attach-
ment to the native soil. affection for
the home of one’s youth, the claims
of kindred, the bonds of socinl duty,
have not proved strongenough to
resist the allurements of hope, the
fajir promise of bettering fortune,
and the Jove of adventure. The in-



