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follow the lamb of god whithersoever
he goeth can we not advocate and
practice the principles that he
preached and that he died for if wswe
cannot what right have we to call our-
selves his disciples follow me he
said he that would be my disciple let
him take up his cross and follow me
father forgive them for they

know not what they do this
was one reason why he could practice
the principle he recognized that it
was ignorance to a great extent that
prevented men from doing right they
did not know fully the results of a
wicked course eveneaven the men who
murdered him did not know to the
full extent what they were doing he
could pity their ignorance and he lift-
ed himself so high above them by a
righteous life that he could say and
not only say but feel father forgive
them for they know not what they
do he came to suffer for their sakes
and he was willing to suffer and he
hashaa said to us in these latter timestimea
1 I the lord will forgive whom I1 will
forgive but of you it is required that
you forgive all men why because
god wants us to grow and expand and
become godlike we cannot do this with
hatred in our hearts we can only do
it to the best advantage with love in
our hearts with feelings of kindness
generosity mercy forbearance and for-
givenessgiveness that is why we are required
to practice these virtues

joseph smith the third great
teacher as I1 have already
reminded you taught these same prin-
ciples he brought anew into the
world the knowledge of the true and
living god men had again forgotten
the true god and how to worship him
yes in the midst of this full blaze so
called of gospel light men had actu-
ally forgotten what had been taught
thousands of years before regarding
the personality of the creator they
were worshippingworshipping him again as a be-
ing without body parts or passions
who was inthein the sun and the moon
and the stars was in the flowers
and the trees and in all the manifesta-
tions of nature and noao he is in one
sense by his spirit he is in all these
things that spirit which lighte th
every man that cometh into the
world the light of the sun yes
the light of the moon yes the light
of the stars yes the light of all
things for light like truth has but
one source god but we must not
confound the spirit of god with the
personality of god our father in
heaven he who created man in his
own image as moses taught the chil-
dren of israel he who was in the ex-
press likeness of his son jesus christchri at
who was in the form of man and who
with others taught this truth to the
world this was the god that men
were to worship but they were not
worshippingworshipping him when joseph smith
oamecame forth to re reveal and declarere
him his nindmind was confused over themany conflicting claims of ththe
various christian sects one saying

this is14 the right way another say-
ing4 that Is the right way 10lo here
Is christ 10ilolo there Is christ inso-
much that he did not join any of
them but went to the bible which
had come down through the ages con-
taining the word of god he read in
theth epistle of james itif any lack wis-
dom letjet him ask of god who tobo
allah men liberallyliber adly and upbraid eth wtnot
audand it shall be given him he dmdid not
find there thatthat he waswaa to go to this
man or thitthat nman to tiftiari church or
thchait church for the priesthood and
the church of god were not upon the
eab but to go90 to GOO go90

to hiFahie fatherWr lain headen and
ask him torfor wisdom in the simple

alb heart hebe camden out taft
behot and while praying in tinethe woods
nernear his fathers house a gloriousglorio

vision burst upon his view first how-
ever he was attacked by an evil influ-
ence which tied his tongue and made
every effort to destroy him but he kept
on praying in his heart until he saw
a light above his head brighter than
the noonday sun and a pillar of glory
descended until it rested upon the tops
of the trees in the midst of it he saw
two persons in the form of men and
one of them calling joseph by name
and pointing to the other said this is
my beloved son hear him could
joseph smith doubt from that moment
if he had ever doubted before that his
father in heaven was in the form of
a man just as the lord jesus christ
was in the form of a man no it waswall
as plain as daylight for there was the
vision glowing in glory before his eyes
he was told not to join adv of the
churches for god was about to found
his church upon the earth and he
this boy had been chosen to do a great
work for god in this last dispensation

this was the calling of joseph smith
he taught anew that god was in the
form of man that man was made in
the image of god and he taught the
principles of justice mercy charity
and forgiveness therefore I1 sayMY asaa
one who believes in him as a prophet
of god judge the tree by its fruits
do men not inspired of god teach men
to love each other to believe in the
god of abraham isaac and jacob the
god of moses the god of jesus christ
to be charitable to be honest to be
virtuous to be upright to be kind
loving and forgiving and to return
good for evirt no they do not you
may know the tree by its fruits men
do not gather grapes of thorns or figs
of thistleswhistleses and itif men draw near to
god in their lIvelimesandsand teach and practice
the teachings of his servants they
follow in the footsteps of their savior

they do not follow after evil and jo-
seph smith did not he taught the
truths that the prophets before him
had and he went beyond
them yes for this great movement
nicknicknamed mormonismcism is like a
mighty tidal wave rolling up the beach
of history destined to make a higher
ripple mark than any wave that hashae
preceded it josephjooeph smith taught men
to look up to heaven and conceive of
a god in the form of man he taught
them that they could become like thelttheir
father and god who was an exalted
man and what tois more simple and
reasonable dont you parents expect
your children to become like you or
do you expect your children to be some-
thing else than men and women no
you men will see your sons become
men you women will see your daugh-
ters become women then god our
father yes and our mother in
heaven looking down upon this world

this school house in which their chil-
dren are being educated expect and
joseph smith taught it as a truth that
their children will be exalted if they
pursue the proper course until they
shall become divine beings themselves
worthy to stand upon that plane where
stand their father and their mother
in heaven like begets like and thithe
principle of eternal progress will make
0off man a god

joseph smith also taught the great I1

principle of universal salvation the
gospel of jesus christ saves all men
but saves them according to their
merits in different degrees of glory
true there are some exceptions there
are gosomegomeme who cannot be saved who

i remain filthy still because they will not
receive the truth or rather having re-
ceived ttit throw it away and traintramplepie
upon it wittingly men who knowing
that a thingng is true will not receive it

i will not live it cannot be sanctified by
I1 that truth venmen who are so perverse
that they will utterly reject light and
knowledge knowing it to be light and

i knowledge cannot be redeemed by
it for they paeplace themselves

outside the pale of redemption
but are there many who would do this
I1 have this much confidence in the hu-
man race I1 believe that the most of
men would itif the truth were brought
to them obey it either fully or in
part that they would not fly in the
face of god knowing him to be god
nor reject his truth knowing it to be
his truth hence the savior said
father forgive them for they know

not what they do but those who
do know their situation is tarfar more
serious god is merciful to ignorance
he cannot look upon sin with allow-
ance but he can allow for human
weakness he cannot compromise
with sin he saves us from our sinsnine
not in our sins and he has instituted
means whereby we may get rid of our
sins he tells us to believe to have
faith to repent of our sins and have
them washed away by baptism by be-
ing immersed burledburied in the water
and brought forth out of the water in
the likenesskenesell of his birth and reresurrect
tion and not only this but we are
required to practice all that god re-
veals this Is the celestial law to
live by every word that proceeds from
his mouth not to select this principle
or that principle and say this toIs my
gospel but listen to him and to his
servants who beerbear the holy priesthood
and follow them and obey them for
they are the mouthpieces and oracles
of god tillsthis is the celestial law you
need not try to tie it down to any one
thingsthing it means everything that we are
commanded to do we are here that it
may be seen whether we winwill observe
to do all that the lord owour god re
quires at our hands

and what awaits those who obey thid
celestial law these are they who are
of the glory of the sun ot the celestial
kingdom whose glory the sun of the
firmament Is written of as being typi-
cal they who receive the gospel in
the flesh when it is presented to them
who live its holy are
faithful unto the end they are saved
redeemed sanctified and exalted by
it they go into the celestialcelestisJ
kingdom to enjoy the full presence of
god the father they are beings celes-
tial and their glory is the glory of the
sun all things are theirsttoelra and they
are christs and christ is gods but
they who reject the gospel here and
put off the day of their salvation and
have to be preached to in the spirit
world where their spirits will go90 as
did the spirits odtheof the antediluvians
those who were swept off by the flood
and to whom christ in the spirit went
and preached even to the spirits in
prison they who put off the daday7 of
their salvation and think we will bahave
a good time here and will obey the
gospel hereafter they must answer
for this neglect and after they have
answered for it and realized what they
have lost they will be saved ntnot in
the celestial kingdom but in a lesow
kingdom called the terrestrial the dif-
ference between which and the celestial
world Is as the difference betweenbetweba the
moon that rulesrulea the night and the sun
that is king of day the heathen na-
tions that were never given the gospel
and consequently never sinned against
it are also heirs of the terrestrial king-
dom but those who reject the gospel
altogether and are besotted and crime
stained what of them it lais written
that they winwill be thrust down to hell
even the murderer the liar the sor-
cerer and the whoremonger they willwil1
in short be damned but they will
only be damned to the extent justjustifiedlAed
by their sinssims even for them there laIs
hope after they have paid the utter-
most farthing chev will be punished
as anall men must be for neglect of
duty for transgression otof the laws OCat
god but after they have beenbennounpun-
ished sufficiently theythes will beb brought
forth and saved in a glory of which
the stars in heaven are typical


