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WILL BE A SEVERE WINTER

when it toth figuring outoat what
od of a winter tats one will be

farmer dunndann the nownew york signal
evice chieftain ie18 notdot in the race
with his country rivals who base their
agprognostications upon time honored
proverbs and the doings of wild and
domestic animals the sun insists
ththatathelebe la clearly at a disadvantage
becibecauseluss hishia limited quarters on top of
the equitable building do not admit of
the keeping of farmyard animals sadand
hebe time to go over to jersey to
seeee what the wild ones are doing sobo
mr duondunn try to compete with
the rural prophets and confines hishie
prognostications to the daily forecast
of the weather indications for the com-
ing thirty six hours

he sayd that the old proverbs in
which the modest prophets of the
antry place such confidence are all
rubbishrobbleb and that it is not possible
even with all the costly and new-
fangledlanaled machinery of the weather
bureau to tell what kind of a winter it
will be coons and possums chickens
and even the breastbone of the goose
he toli ake are utterly unreliable

the country prophets are practically
however in announcing

hat this will be an uncommonly
milerssevere winter and they saygay that all
gas avreeauree with their prediction
apan ohio fafarmerriper who says that hebe has

observed the doings of the
leather for more than forty years has
issuedtied a statementata ement anich reads as
fatowe

Vboone and possums have a heavy
growth 0of furur on the chip
mun ak and the squirrel are the busiest
etue animals anthoin the world the insects
have left the north side of the treesfrees in
th woods as you will notice and the
1leathers on the Vgeesegoes are heavier than
everver before my young lambs are
growing wool that seems marvelousmar veloue
alfi sheep that anve been sheared areaft

regaining their fleece these
hm were visible in 18671857 and 1858

iranother sign of a hardbard winter laIs the
large hazelnut crop this meana also
jagoat lots of boy babies will to

ikekethethe place of those who will be
iikiteded in thebe coming wartathailt prediction is followed by othersapbe same import from all partsparia aoff the
69batryvatry however this is not an un-
usualI1 occurrence at this season because7it ipie just the time of year when the
rural weather prophets are busiest and
nine years out of ten they insist that
very cold weather is coming

an indiana man comes to the front
withW ith the announcement that corn
husks aisare thicker this fall than usual
whichblob he sayesay is18 an infallible sign
that there will be cold weather during
januaryIiinuary and february most
famous unofficial prophet says that he
hashag been a close observer of the english
sparrow for years and that the birds
which abound in the vicinity of boston
commonageCommo nare growing feathers on their
loplegs there is no doubt in his mindttthat this is a sign of an extextremely cold
winter

clear moon
aroet soon

to a saying that may be heardboard frequent-
ly1 in pennsylvania an old time
weather sign was the digals

bytheayt te in ana
af arlwinter a

usual buea A

handqd similar activi-
ty on waohe oatpartrt 16

ofa bean ako warning
of a severe season to the hunteraho ate re
in the early days bear tracks after
the first fanfail of snow indicated a wildmild
winter in the fall before a cold and
early winter chipmunks are usually
abundant they are always housed
by october let before a mild
however they are to be seen as late as
december lot

the farmers say that when cows bel-
low lain the evening it is safe to look out
for snowenow during the night when
cattle collect near the barn long before
night and remain huddled near it un-
til late in the morning a severe winter
is cocominiccomi ofir

when the donkey blows his hornborn
tieTIB time to house your hay and corn

is18 RDan old saying A thaw toIs to be ex
pecked when a oatcat is seen washing herbar
face with her bookback to a fire

the old german saying if on
day fobfeb 2 it tois bright and

clear the groundhogground hogbog will stay in its
donden thus indicating that more snow
and cold are to oameegme but if it snows
or rains it will creep out as winter hasbus
ended is responsible for the popular
superstition regarding groundhog day

ruralbural observers assert that hogs
gather and store straw leaves and haybay
before cold weather sets in itif a mole
digs a holebole twooro and a halthalf feet deeply is
an indication that a very severe winter
is att bondband if the hole isin two feettool deep
lh told will not be quite so savereevere it
one foot deep the winter will be mild
Pattpartridges drum only tnin a fall when a
mild and open winterwouter 1611 kWO A
scarcity of squirrels I1ina thehe outautumnu in n I1inD
dacate the approach of a ooco id winter

the old standby of the farmer pro-
phets however isin the breast boneboo of
the goose the whiteness of the bone
indicates the amount of snow that will
fall during the winter

if the november goose bone be thick
ise willul the winter weather be
if the november goose bone be thinthid
oodo will viethe winter weather be

itif the bone tois redfed or has many red
spots expect a cold and stormy winter
but liit only a few spots are visible the
winter will be mild

an authority says that theathe sayingying
everything is lovely and the goose

hawks high PP not hangs high as it
I1is frequently quoted is a weather
prproverbovern menning that when wild goosegeese
I1flyy high it Isie a sign of fairair weather

when birds of passage arrive early
in their southern passage severe
weather may be looked for soon black-
birds floflockingoking together in the fall indi-
cate a spell of cold weather itif crowscrown
flyby south cold weather will follow if
north a warm spell may be expected

itif birds in autumn grow tame
the winter will be too cold for game

turkeys perched onOB trees and refus-
ing to descend indicate snow to the
initiated when wild ducksdocks fly to
the south it is a sign that winter is
coming when the woodpecker dis-
appears in the fall look out for a cold
winter when the ivory billed wood-
pecker goes to work at the bottom of a
tree and goes to the top removing all
the outer bark on his way it is auai
indication that there will be dedeep showhow
and plenty abitof it A fog in fefebruaryoilsnary
I1indicatesnoi cates a I1rout in may

auan old saying is he that would
aveave ada bad 0day must g onoutV laia wak

ader biross nod another ie A wan

togtorstogss togfog will freeze a dog oil bearded
frofrostst lain a forerofore D nei of mowanow Frest that
occurs in the dark orof the moon kills fruit
buds and frost in the light
of the moon will not kiltkill early frosts
are usually followed by a long and
bard winter the first frost of the sea-
son the farmers say occurs six weeks
after the first songbong of the first katydid

heavy white frost is a sign thaithat
waimer weather is coming black

is the forerunner of a spell of dry
cold weather bearded frost indicatesInaeInde oatescates
a cold winter with much snow roarhoar
frost Isa a sign of rain rural observers
say there will be as many frosts in
june as there are fogs in february
three white they say will bring
a storm every time

christmas comes on tuesday thisthi
year here is a curious stanza from
the harlemanHarlelan manuscript in theibe british
museum

it christmas day on tuesday be
that year shall many women die
and that winter grow great marvels
ships shall be in great perils
thalthai year shall kings and lordscords be slain
andA n d many other deoppeoplele near them
A dry summer that year shall be
As all that are hornborn therein may see
atney shall be strong and covetous
if thou steal aught thou closest thy life
for thou die through sword ororkknife
but itif thou fall sick tintia certain
ahou turn to litelife again

old sayings have it that itif allAIL
saintssainte 1 day will bring out the winter
st martinmartinsa day will bring out the
indian summer itif joeice will beatbear a
man before christmas it will not bear
a mouse afterward the three laysdays of
september 20 21 and 22 rule towthe
weather for Ciaoctober november and
december toethe flastfiest three days otof
january indicate that of thetao coming
three months Usthe twelve days bobe
tween december 2625 and january 56 areago
the keyskey to the weather for the twelve
months of the ensuing year

itif october is warm the followfollowinglag
february will be cold itif october
brings heavy froots and winds january
and february will be mild much
rain in octoberotober indicates much wind
in december

A green christmaschristinas makes a aillnil
churchyard is familiar saying
others viaare that a green christmas
makes a whitswhite caster topthe more snow
the more healthy the season A snow
year is a richxich year in winter expect
fair weather from oneome nightnightsa teeice an
early winter is severely winter after
a warm autumn a long winter A
clear autumn brings a windy winterswinter
when the birds andibadgerebadgers are tatfat in
october a cold winter may be looked
lorfor

onion skins very thin
mild winter coming on
onion skins thick and tough
coming winter cold and rough

perhaps the best general winter
proverb is from the persian in win-
ter a fire is better than a muscat roee 00

AFTER FIFTY YEARS

jimrmr john courseyCou of0 great falls
montana who is now visiting hishia
olater mrs john W hoover and other
relatives in thisthin cityeita Isia the gentleman
mentioned in the NEWS saturday
8septemberBp in a clipclipping fromrom the
great falls tribuneaneg who hadbad not wonseen
hishia mother for over fifty andd
who woowae brought into comcommunicationmunica

perher through um00 stion of atehl
attorney mr alffman ofgreat falt


