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THE LAW of TITHING

at a time of the year when every
devout heart naturally contemplates
the boundless mercy of god in sending
his son to redeem the world it is ap-
propriateprop to consider also what the
lord requires at the hands of his
saints the gospel speaking in gen-
eral terms asks for supreme love ofgod and unselfish affection for fellowmeninen whatever is prompted by this
the most potent of all motives is ac-
cepted by the almighty as thanks
offering in the sanctuary for his ten-
der mercies and loving kindness

the lord has besides been pleased
to express his will with regard to the
conduct of his people in some particu-
lars behas pointed out special duties
the observance of which he has saidsaad he
will aceacceptpt as a token of that supreme
love one of these duties relates to
the payment of tithing and the care
bf the poor

As early in the history of the
an 18311881 the lord revealed the fact that
this dispensation is one of sacrifice
and tithing he says

behold now it is called today until
the coming of the son of man and
verilyverill ititisis a day of sacrifice and a day
torfor the tithing of my people for he
thatteat tois tithed shall not be burned at
his coming doctrine and covenants
644 23

it should be clear that when god
peaks thus to men he looks for im-

plicit obedience As soon as a law is
revealed compliance with it is the
test whether those to whom it is given
are worthy of further blessings or not
vwhetheraiether their fath is living or dead
fta power to salvation or only a decep-
tion for this reason the lord says
that those who do not pay tithing are
unworthy of having their names en-
rolled on the records of the people of
god

it is contrary to the will and com-
mandmentmandment of god that those who re-
ceive not their inheritance by conse-
crationeracrationtion agreeable to his law which he
bas given that he may tithe his peo-
ple to prepare them against the day
of vengeance and burning should haveairtheir names enrolled with the people
of god neither is their genealogy to be
kept or to be had where it may be
roundfound on any of the records or history
of the church doctrine and cov-
enants 85 3 4

seeing the importance of this law
it toIs no wonder that the saints at an
loarryarly day asked the lord for light on
the question how much is required of
thehe people torfor a tithing and in an-
werawer to this question the lord said

verily thus saith the lord I1 re-
quire all their surplus property to be
put into the hands of the bishop of
zayiny church of zion
t porfor the building of mine house and
torfor the laying of the foundation of
zion and for the priesthood and for
thefae debts of the presidency of my
church

and this shall be the bebeginningkinning of
the tithing ofayof my people

and after that those who have
vtDUSthus been tithed shall pay one tenth
of all ther interests annually and
this shall be a standing law unto them
foror ever for my holy priesthood saith
the lordverily I1 saymay unto you it shall come
to passpaso that all those who gather unto
the land of zion shall be tithed of
their surpluspurples properties and shall oti-
aerve this lawlaw or they shall not bbe
found worthy to abide among you

and I1 say unto you itif my people
observe not this law to keep it holy

and by this law sanctify the land of
zion unto me that my statutes and my
judgments may be kept thereon that
it may be most holy behold verily 1I
say unto you it shall not be a land of
zion unto you

and this shall be an example unto
all the stakes of zion even so
amen doctrine and covenants
sec

what the law on this subject was in
the earliest dispensations is not on
record in the scriptures but it is stated
that abraham gave a tenth part of his
substance to Melchi sedekedek and also that
jacob in his covenant with the lord

i included a promise to pay tithing faith-
fully gen 28 20 22 it is therefore
certain that the lalaw was known to the
ancient patriarchs and observed by
them

in the mosaic era the law of tithing
was explicit under that dispensation
all real estate in the promised land be-
longed to the lord and the tribes and
heads of families held it as stewards
whatever changes occurred owing to
deaths or sales were only temporary
and had to be readjusted every fiftieth
year the year of jubilee A tenth part
of whatever the land yielded belonged
to the lord the law reads

and all the tithe of the land wheth-
er of the seed of the land or of the
fruit of the tree is the lords it is
holy unto the lord lev 27 30

thou truly tithe all the in-
crease of thy seed that the field bring
eth forth year by year deutbeut 14 22

not to observe this law is by the
almighty counted as robbery

ye are cursed with a curse for ye
have robbed me even this whole nation
bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house that there may be meat in
mine house and prove me now here-
with saith the lord of hosts if I1 will
not open you the windows of heaven
and pour out a blessing that there
shall not be room enough to receive it
mal 3 9 10

the secret of the success of presi-
dent brigham young may be found
partially at least in his willingness to
consecrate his substance to the lord
he says in a sermon journal of dis-
courses vol 15 page 3

and another great neglect and in
fring ment of the law of god by the
children of israel was in relation to
their tithes and offerings the law of
tithing was revealed in very early
times to the people of god but they
failed to observe it anandd the prophet
whom god sent to israel declared that
they had transgressed the laws
changed the ordinances and broken
the everlasting covenant covenants
were made with abraham isaac and
Jacob but their descenddescendantsats broke them
they would not observe but they would
transgress the laws which god gave
unto them and they continued to do
so down to the days of malachi the
lord through the prophet declared
this whole nation have robbed me

I1 also declare that this whole people
called the latter day saints are guilty
of the same sin they have robbed the
lord in their tithes and in their offer-
ings what would the people like do
they want to know what is done with
the tithing if the lord requires one
tenth of my ability to be devoted to
building temples meeting houses
school houses to schooling our chil-
dren gathering the poor from the na-
tions of the earth bringing home the
aged lame halt and blind and build-
ing houses for them to live in that
they may be comfortable when they
reach zion and to sustaining the

priesthood it is not my prerogative to
question the authority of the almighty
in this nor of his servants who have
charge of it itif I1 am required to pay
my tithing it is my duty to pay it

I1 can say that in the days
of joseph when my circumstances
were very straightened I1 never had

one dollar fifty cents or
twenty five cents but if it were wanted
it went as free as a cup of water from
a well joseph was welcome to it was
I1 tried in this yes for many and
many has been the time in my poverty
when if I1 had a dollar or fifty cents in
my possession I1 have thought I1 can
buy a pint or a halthalf pint of molasses
for my children to sop their bread in
but it was called for and it went as
free as the water in the river here
would be to a thirstyhirstyt person

donations are not tithing on this
subject president john taylor says

A feeling has more or less prevailed
among the people that tithing is a mat-
ter to be decided on exclusively by
the individual paying it and that itif
he pays it all right itif he does not pay
his tithing it is not quite so much
right but it makes not so much differ-
ence A good saint perhaps may be
honorable and upright and honest in
dealings may be a tolerably good
neighbor he may be zealous to a cer-
tain extent according to his ideas and
notions in regard to the propagation
of the word of truth he may be active
and energetic in many things but if f

he does right in the main tithing is a
matter of very little importance it tois
only a temporary idea it does not
concern us much it is only meant to
meet the financial affairs associated
with the church and that is a matter
of very little importance now it is
proper that we should be correctly in-
formed in relation to these matters
and as I1 stated yesterday there is a
great diversity of opinion among men

r and even men in authority in the
church say bishops and probably
presidents of stakes and others in re-
lation to the principle of tithing now
it is proper that we should have a cor-
rect view and a proper understanding
of this principle I1 think the peo-
ple ought to be instructed in those
things and then if they do not live up
to them you will not then be held re-
sponsible to the authorities that pre-
side over you the lord tells us that
they shall not be worthy of a place
among us do we want to alter that
not one iota would I1 wish to be
harsh to men that are ignorant no
I1 would not I1 would bear with them
and teach them and instruct them
and if I1 were a Bibishop would instruct
the teachers to do it and then by and
by after they were fully informed
and had every opportunity to become ac-
quaintedquain ted with things we might take
final action in relation to their stand-
ing I1 would not wish to enforce
that law at present until men
were thoroughly informed for
instance the case I1 referred to yes-
terday there were two men one paid

in tithing and the otheroher paid 25
in tithing both of them owned about
the same amount of property but the
first paid his tithing and the other did
not the second however paid some

75 in donations but he did not pay
his tithing he only paid a quarter of
it that may have arisen from ig-
norance with regard to the law the
last paid out as much money as the
first and he may have been wrongly
taughttaught some of the bishops do not
understand these things and yet we
have had this doctrine given to us for
forty two years hoehas a man a right
to turn things as he pleases I1 have
not and I1 do not believe any other
man has and if any bishop or a pres-
ident of a stake or anybody else tells
youvou that you can do as you pleasepl
about the disposition you make of the


