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the united states the territorial
system in our opinion is not con-
stitutional dornor in accord with toethel

principles that inhere to a rerepublicpublia i

can form of government it is reire i

carded as merely a temporary exlex l1

bedient even by its strongest de-
fenders and sooner or later it musti
go and be superseded by state or

in which republican iniin i

prevail but if there is
any reason or necessity for with 0

holding the powers of political free
dom from any incipient common ii

wealth in the country it exists inimi

reference to idaho A territory
that applies itsite limited powers
to the throttling of liberty
and the enslavement of its citi-
zens because of their belief noi
matter what that belief may be
proclaims itsite own unfitness for the
enlarged authority which comes i

with statehood and invites the in-
terventiontion of national restraint in-
stead of exhibiting the qualities
essential to independent sover-
eignty I1

the facts in relation to the po 1

lotical history of idaho only need
to be made clear to the powers
that be to postpone for a season
the sudden accession to supremacymacyl
which certain ambitious schemers
in the north are reaching for with
eager hands I1

all in good time idaho with
the feet of the territories now left
out in the eoldcold will be gathered
into the union of states and en-
joy the rights liberties and powers
of free government but like
the others she will have to
wait awhile and the best thing
for idaho to do is to establish
asam much of a republicanrepublicau form of
government within her borders as is
possible under a territorial organic
actyack and by abolishing oppression
clawclass legislation and petty tyranny
exhibit the qualities necessary for
statete autonomy and pave the way
to that liberty which the whole
bodybodye cannotannot enjoy while it tois denied
to a goodly number of its members
who are worthy and intelligent and
among the most valvaluablebable and pro-
gressivegressive citizens

ANTI RAILROAD LAW

THE interstate commerce has
operated generally in the interest of
the companies which handle the
traffic of the country the public
have derived little if any good from
lieits supposed restrictions in some
respectsrespect of course it has been the
cause of considerable difficulty

but this has been measurably over

come and while creating a little
more labor and rendering necessary
a little more ingenuity the provi-
sions of the law have been met in
the letter but evadedeva dedinin the spirit
and the capitalists rather than the
multitude have been the gainers

during the closing hours of con-
gress some amendments to the un-
popular statute were made and the
bill received the presidentspresident signa-
ture one of its provisions supple-
ments the flfineno heretofore imposed
for violations of the law by impris-
onment for discrimination in rates
and charges any railroad official
or other person connected with a
railroad comcompanylany who connives
with a shipper or other person in
making rates that are not general is
liable to pay for his infraction of the
law behind the bars of a peniten-
tiary instead of condoning his
offense by a light fine liquidated by
the company the process known
as under billing is punishable in
a similar manner and three days
public notice is required before a
reduction of rates shall go into
effect

this hashaa spread consternation
among the railroad people and great
caution has to be exercised in ar-
rangementsrangements for freight and passen-
ger rates of a special nature but
it is a sure thing that no ultimate
disadvantage will accrue from the
new provisions to any one but the
patrons of the roads railroad men
are a little too cute to place them-
selves within the penal provisions of
this law or to remain in any finan-
cial difficulty which at first it may
occasion Asaa no act of parliament
can be passed through which in the
language of the famous daniel
oconnell a coach and four cannot
be driven so no law of congress
can be enacted through which an
american railroad company cannot
rush a locomotive and a train of
freight or pullman carscara

by the by this excessive desire
on the part of our national legisla-
tors to0 do something exhibiting hos-
tility to railroad corporations as
though they were unmixed evils in-
stead of great developers of our
country and its products and inter-
ests is just as absurd and proceeds
from a similar cause as the furore
that has led to inimical legislation
against utahuta it is simply a pander-
ing to an unreasonable popular
prejudice that does not weigh both
sides of a question but raises a
howl which is only the expression
of ignorant passion statesmanship
declinesdealin to yield to such ignoble in-
fluencesfluenfluenoesces but politics in thetho gross

material sense of the term is will-

ingly swayed thereby and hence
the legislation which often db
figures the statute books of the na-
tion and the omission of needed

laws for the correction of real

abuses and the promotion of wetb
general welfare

that there are evils in the railroad
systems which need correcting therethee
can be no dispute but that these
will be removed and the country
bene fitted by laws passed in a spirit
of hostility and repression to the
railroadreilruil road corporations we do not be-
lieve however these companies
are totoo strong to be materially
crippled and the railroads are too

much of a public necessity to be
greatly injured by acts of congress
or by that jealousy of railroad
nates which tois always aroused
among the multitude by greatelnan
caal success

the nownew provisions of the inter
state commerce law will for a tim
prevent secret special rates in somesow

dirdirectionseMons but in private business
transactions railroad as well VAas
other negotiations will be conducted
as will bestbeat suit the interests of the
partiesand special enactmentswhich

stand in the way will be compiled

with only in the letter and respect-

ed simply in appearance com-
merce is so mighty that it ww to ftA

great extent regulate and govertgovern

itself

THE BEEF COMBINE

IN ST louis isia a gathering of re-

presentative citizens from various
quarters whose object is the adop-

tion of measures to successfully re-
sist the great beef combine SO

largaierg and growing has this closeblow
corporation become that some meas-
ures such as suggested above
to be an absolute necessity it tois to
be hoped the delegates will act withwill
deliberation precision and abwayability
avoiding all things that savor of tothe
improper use otof power or moneys

and that the result of their labott
will be a decided check to a spread
ing evil

the country may be said to toobe
honeycombed with such bawls

lions combines trusts and IIIuni U
cited corporations have become 008

deeply imbeddedbeddedim in ouroar docsocial
system that we do not at presentpresen
realize just how powerful they
are nor what they may become C
if let alone it looks oca

inous enough when a large aggrega-
tion of public men is held for the
purpose of opposing the spread sodani
influence of only one branch of tho


