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the United States. The Territoriall]
systemn, in our opinion, is not con-
stitutional dor in accord with the
principles that inhere to a republi-
can form of government. [t s re-
garded ns merely a temperary ex-
pedient even by ita strongest de-
fenders, and sconer or later it must
go and be superseded by Btate or-
gonizations in which republican in-
stitutions prevall. But if there in
any reason or necessity for with-
holding the powers of political free-
dom from any incipient common-
wealth in the country, it exists in

reference to Idabho. A Territory
that apples its limited powers
to the throttling of liberty

and the enslavement of ita citi-
zens because of their belief, no
matter what that bellef may Dbe,
proclaims its own unfitness for the
enlarged authority which comes
with stateliood, and invites the in-
tervention of national restraint in-
stead of exhibiting the qualities
essential to Independent sover-
eignty.

The fapgts in relation to the po-
litical history of Idaho only need
to be made clear to the powers
that be, to postpone for o scason
the sudden necession to supremacy
which certain ambitious schemers
in the north are reaching for with
eager hands.

All iu good time. Ldaho, with
the rest of the Territories now left
out In the cold, will be gathered
into the Union of States, and en-
joy the rights, libertics and powers
of free government. But like
the others she will have to
wait awhile, and the best thing
for [daho to do i8 fo establish
as much of a repnbliecan form of
government within her borders ns js
possible under a Territorial rrganic
act, and by abolishing oppression,
class Jegislation and petty tyranny,
exhibit the gualities necessary for
Htate autonomy, and pave the way
to that liberty which the whole
body eannot enjoy while it is denied
to a goodly number of its members,
who are worthy and intelligent and
among the most valuable and pro-
gressive citizens.

ANTI-RAILROAD LAW.

THR interstate commerce law has
operated generally in the interest of
the companics which handle the
traffic of the country. The public
have derived little if any good from
its supposed restrictions. In some
respects, of eourse, it has been the
cause of considerable difficulty.
But this has been measurably over-

come, and while ocreating a little
more labor and rendering necessary
a little more ingenuity, the provi-
sions of the law have been met in
the letter but evaded in the spirit
nnd the capitalista rather than the
multitude have been the gainers.

During the closing hours of Con-
gress, some anmendments to the un-
popular statute were made, and the
bill received the President’ssigna-
ture. One of its provisions supple-
menta the fine heretofore impused
for violations of the law, by impris-
onment for discrimination in rates
and charges. Any rallroad official
or other person connected with a
rajliroad company who connives
with a shipper or otl.ler person in
making rates that are not general, is
liable to pay for his infraction of the
law behind the bars of a peniten-
tiary, instead of condoning his
offense by a light fine liquidated by
the company. The process known
a8 “‘under-billing” is punishable in
a similar manner, and threc days’
public notice js réquired belore a
reduction of rates shall go into
effect.

This has spread consternation
among the railrond people and great
caution has fo be exercised in ar-
rmugements for freight and passen-
el rates of o special nature.  But
1t i8 a sure thing that no ultimate
disadvantage will accrue from the
new provisions to auy one but the
patrons of the roads. Railrond men
are a little too cute to place them-
selves within the penal provisions of
this law, or to remain in any finan-
cial difficulty which at first it anny
occasion. As no act of P’arliament
ean be passed through which, in the
language of the famous Daniel
0O*Connell, a eoach and four eannot
be driven, 80 no law of Congress
can be enacted. through which an
American railroad company cannot

|rush n locomotive and a train of

freight or Pullman cars.

By the by, this excessive desire
on the part of our national legisla-
tors 10 do something exhibiting hos-
tility to railrond corporations, as
though they were unmixed evils in-
stead of great developers of our
country and its products and inter-
ests, is just ns nbsurd, and proeeeds
from n gimilar eause, as the furore
that has led to inimical legislation
agninst Utalb, It is simply n pander-
ing to an unrensonable popular
prefudies, that does not weigh both
sides of n question, but raises a
howl which is only the expression
of ignorant passion. Statesmanship
declines to yleld to such ignoble in-
fluences, but politics, in the gross,

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

material sense of the term, is wilk
ingly swayed thereby, and hence
the legisiation which often dis-
figures the statute books of the bfi-
tion, and the omisslon of nueded
laws for the correction of real
abuses and the promotion of the
general welfure.

That there are evils in the railroad
systems which nued correcting ther¢
can be no dispute. But that thes®
will be removed and the counlry
benefitted by laws passed in a spirlt
of hostility and repression to the
reltroad corporations, we do not be:
lleve. However, these companies
are toe strong to be materially
crippled, and the railroads are t00
much of a public necessity to be
greatly injured by acta of Congress
or by that jenlousy of railrond mag:
nates which Is always aroused
among the multitude by grent finan-
cial succesa.

The new provisions of the inter-
state commerce law wili, for a time,
prevent secret special mées in some
direttions, but in private business
transactions, railrond as well 88
other negotintions will be conducted
ns will best suit the intercsta of the
parties;and special ennctments which
stand In the way will be complied
with oniy in the letter, and respect-
ed gpimply In appearance. Com-
merce is so mighty that it will to 2
grent extent regulate and goverll
itaclf,

[————

THE BEEF “COMBINE.”

I~ St. Louls isa gathering of re-
presentative citizens from various
guarters, whose object is the adop-
tion of measures to successfully re-
glat the great beof ““‘combine.”” 80
large and growing has this close
corporation become that some mes-
urcs such as suggested nbove seem
to be an abeolute necessity. It is to
be hoped the delegates will act with
deliberation, precision and ability:
avoiding all things that savor of the
improper use of power or moneys
and that the result of their labors
will be a decided check to a sprend-
ing evil,

The country may be snid to be
honeycombed with such associf
tions. Conibines, trusts and 1lm-
ited corporations have become 80
deeply imbedded in our social
system that we do not nt present
realize just how powerful they
are nor what they may become
if let alone. It Ilooks onl°
inous ¢nough when a large aggregt
tion of public men is held for the
purpose of opposing the spread avd
jufiuence of only one branch of th¢



