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nients without some compensation.
They have made n valuation of their
claims and placed the amountat a
very low figure, simply asking what
Wwas right and making no effort to
obtaln faney prices, The clnims
only aggregate the sum of $80,000.
But the Commission cut the figure
down to $30,000. To tnke these
Innds and improvements at suchn
price would be simple robbery. Qur
Poople in that region nare mnot ne-
Guainted with the usun]l modes of
dealing with a Government Com-
Mission. They asked only for what
they knew to be just and right. If
they had doubled on the amount
they might have been met half-wny
and thus hare reached “the square
thlng_n

The writer of the Denver News
frticle givesn glowing description
of the ndvantages of Southeastern
Utah, They are no doubt much
Zrenter than is  communly aup-
posed. But we suspect he
bas written in the interest of
the cattle kings amd range own-
ers of that region, and has used
Mther more glaring colors than the
facts warrant. However, the main
burpoge of the nrticle and its chief
features are right, and when the
Proper time comes, strenuous efforts
must be made to prevent the injus-
tice that Is anticipated.

Meanwhile our people can go on
with their work of cultivating the
80il and remnin in the occupation
of their hiomes. And while they
are firm in demanding and clinging
to their rights, they should avoid
collisions or disputes over this mat-
ter, either with the sharp and ma-
rauding red men, or their neighbors,
the no Jess ncute if more eivilized
Whites of the Blue Mountain region.
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AGNOSTICISM.

THE epndition of mind which is
known ns ngnosticism is o most un-
fortunate situation. It signifies ut-
ter absence of knowledge concerning
Duity. 1t precludes faith, prevents
3piritual development and destroys
hope of future life, progress and
bentitude,

_ Agnosticism is not consistent with
Waelf. 1t does not stop at simple
Know.nethingism. 1t declares that
Certain things are not only un-

k"UWn, but unknownable. How can

4ty man who Is cognizant of his
Wn entire ignorance reasonably
etfﬂrmine that another ls equal-
I¥ ignorant with himsclf. When
® makes an assertion of this
Kind goes  beyond  real

'agnosticism  and ‘assumes to know
something, namely the non-exist-
'ence of that which he does not com-
| prehend, or of the power of another
person to grasp that which he has
not reached.

It 1a the height of presumption to
limit the capacity of otliers by what
we think are the boundaries of our
own. It is llke o man born blind
denying the gift of eyesight in
others. Or a near-sighted man dis-
puting the existence of a distant ob-
ject which he eannot discern, or the
power of a long-sighted person to
hehold it.

The spiritual nature of man is a
fanet in human experlence. It has
needs and longings as actunl as
the fleshly appetites. It requires
aml desires n  Deity. It is
not and cannot be satisfied by phys-
ieal supplies. It muat obtain them
| from higher sources. The senses, as
they are commonly termed, are not
sufficient means of supply or com-
munication. The spiritual only can
meet the demands of the spiritual.
Man needs an objectof adorntion
worship and supplication. The
help obtained through faith and
prayer Iz na real as ald through
money or physical force. It does
not come In thesame way, it ennnot
be explained In the same manner,
but it is none the less positive, pow-
erful and experimental.

Agnosticlam is an abnormal con-
dition. 1t is that of afew out of
the millions of mankind, Faith,
which to some extent proceeds
from knowledge and leada to
further knowledge, 18 natural in the
soul. Tt wonld spring up therein
even if there were no books and no
tenchers. It is natural to believe,
Doubt, disbelief, deninl come from
exhibitions of error and falsehood,
which are in the true sense unna-
turnl. Theinner being reaches out
for something higher th#n that
whirh is cognizant to the senses,
and finda it, too, if not hindered in
ita spiritual explorntions by the

hy untruth and infidelity.

lleve In nnd experience apiritual
correapondenciea. There nre a va-
riety of notions about Deity, hut the
one general principle of faith In a
Supreme Being fa almost uni-
versal. And ite nbsence or non-
development is a misfortune, some-
thing ont of the general order of hn-
man nnture, and it leaves a lack in
the soul that hinders happinesa.
Abnorminl conditions exist in the
physieal world. Why shonld they
{ not also exist in thespiritnal world?

The vast majorlty of the race be-|
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The causes of these defects cannot
alwnya be traced in the former, and
so may not be readily perceptible in
the latter. But they nre abnormal
in either ease and are tobe regretted
by tbe charitable.

Thespiritual powers are capable
of enltivation as much ny the phys-
ical or intellectual. They are pnrt
of the being. The condition of men
w ho exercise their bodies freely and
yet whose minds are compnratively
impotent, through lack of use and
culture and nutriment, Is evident
to every thinking individual. The
same kind of atrophy mny exlst in
the apiritual part of man, although
both the intellectunl and the physi-
cal are fed and developed.

The agnoatic, who prides himself
on his unspirituality, then, should
not assume that others who claim n
different condition and other expe-
rlences are deceivers or deceived.
Weither should he assert that what
he does not kmow is unknownble.
That i8 not scientific, nor ts it nod-
eat, He 18 fo be pitied ns a blind
man is to be pitied. - He shonid not
arrogantly set himself up as a con-
temner of those who are able to per-
ceive clearly that which he cannot
at present discern.

Faith needs to be cultivated and
fed. Doubt is one of the drawhncka
of the nge. They are the true
friends of humanity who seek to
promote belief in Deity and encour-
nge endeavors to commune with the
higher powers. Worship, praisc
and prayer should not be neglected
by the believer, and every ‘“menna
of grace” provided whereby the
apiritunl man ia nourished and de-
veloped, ought to be made available
with as much persistence and regu-
Iarity as dally food nnd intellectual
pabulum,
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INCONSISTENT.,

Not long agoe the Chief Justice of
Utah had oceasion to apeak of the

stumbling blocka placed in ite wny impropriety of finding indictments

on such slender and shallow evi-
dence that no jury could be expected
to convichk. Several cazes had to
be dismissed for lack of testimony
end this occasioned the rebuke frem
the Court.

We nre reminded of this occur-
rence by the decision 1n the Com-
missioner’a Court of this ity in the
Bnrlow case. The Commissioner
stated emphntically his firmopinion
that no jury would convigt the ac-
cnsed and yet he sent the case to the
grand jury. This eccasions much
inconveniero. the defendant and



