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ramrnemerae audgo doubt it bashasas tvt v all wiio

have been present to listen to the
ierlerremarksharks ofu this morn

I1 i ing to he of
rl the gospel as taught by us and

f 71rrtJ theirathein0 experience idjid this work
t wasvas speak

euioui ing in relation totb our position in
nauvoo my mind reverted to0 the

c tapaoti my when we left there I1 and 0atheo theetligill9 v re ii didip1IFfaed uyby mabymany of
our peopleI1 to cruscrosseross ithetherilerivet and

1 iakisketheletaktakotakeotheleotheirtheirJourneyjounney it
J aeniedre nied 11a greatreat t of faith on

K I1 tho partdart of the people to vventurelureluteilai1181 I1 V1 inintoto an unexplored and desertsert
aa gitry to pt agin to build

I1II11I1 tr up hamesagmes and the labors
fi I1

enjoinedeu
1 9 upon uuss bogodby god our heav-

enly father there wym A cry of
eexultationu 0 a acwentmit liplio thiohi haut allail

thatthatthai country when we warewere broken
sl31 11f epandU pt iaria theibe hunahune wahwaswas iadladindulgedaed in

t by allali why were ihlinimicalmical ta u that
1

the solutionk of the adorm tobrob
iemjem had bienibeed arrived atnt auaudd that
thathe subject of 0 blahbiah t

lu ayiy henceforth be d froin everyevory
mind we had gone forth I1intoto tbtheL

T wilderness and it was not at alltall

li i i likely that we boulowoul eyeneyer troubletroubiejtit waswag naturally
91

0 tovajovao supposedybyby bhoge wwhop kukneww but
i littly of UPus that we must be duiteotte

lo10 i i as bad aia we had beenbein represented
if tobeto be and if wowe were of codcoursersm we

04tiyatiia hadPd nobody to steal fronifromnn the
bi wilderness but oursourselveseltes nobody tb

agathe sa and prey upon but ourselves
yn and theae beingounour characteristics
asti ashey believed they very
oie ii ally camegame foxo the that
ile i liwe would quarrel one

and the result would be outou exter
t minatiou through ouroun
ni i or that we should fallanfailfall an egiyeasy prey

to ththea indiana how
it have been realized

t of twenty oneono years has
ff eorforforaa number of years after leaving

y 11I1 were bot deemed par-
n tic worthy of notice mers
lh tajras panda were attracted in other di

it ionslons and our here
wajolo10 ii boingbeing so far removed frubromallfromallmail
W i writhwith themthet were

i almost
t I1 1 1 oyerayerlookedlocked but time hag wrought
WKethos grea tah tinges pot only with us and
1 11in our py lynt but also in the popott
ar isiibi anuandundand feelings ofbf the world by
91i ujul winchwhich we are surrounded instead

of being regarded asaas a people scarcesearce
wihpihrh ly 0 worthy of notice we nonow
as 1 through the blessings of our beav
tt ihf enlyonly father ininhabithabitbabit a large terri

torytoiv andana if we aleaie alluded to at all
tsioil ri19 by the world it in a ca
wiywid lacitypacity have these changes been

i accidental and lookedunlooked for did
no one anticipate such results asits

bifkit wewbk nownonnovnos behold being wrought out
i f orweeor were they anticipated yearsyearand
list years ago by those most familiar
eilfil i with the genius and organization
n s jfaf the kingdom of googoa those

who are not familiar with our early
history have but to read the utter
attiesaiygag of those who were engaged
in the foundingrounding of thisthia work to be-
come convinced that they were an

w long ago by those who
r contemplated the future growth

and development of the kingdom
of golgod there is non feature con

necked with our circuminstancesstance to
daaay that has not been familiar for
years to the minds of those who
have contemplated the future of
this work when the church waswa
organized and a 1emailemall hoube would
hold all its members predictions
were indulged in that the circum-
stances of todayto day but partially ful
fiigfligfil and years will yet have to elapse
before they are completely fulfuifulfilledfilled
our heavenly eatherfather poured out
his spirit upon his servants in the
beginning which enabled them to
comprehend the work behe hhadad es-
tablished on the earth and through
the 0spirit of prophecy and
tiotionn they could plainly see the
greatgreak reresultssuits which would be
wroughtwro aught put through metle faithful

peopleof god can we
nov gepeeesee the limitlimtt of this work Is10
the borison ofbf our vision boundedpounded
bythbyteholoholeoae things actually transpir-
ingink around usno or do we still stretch
forward to fla future sorjor thisthib people
too glorgiorglorioustoustors anfn descriptionatlon I1 do
oot suppose there Is one berehere who
has ever thought on this great sub-
ject and to grasp the cir-
cumstancescumeum stancestaneegbyedbyby which we aleate sur-
rounded that has not stretched for
wardin delightful anticipation of
the glorious future that awaits the
people of god if they are only
faithful aoto the truth that he has
committed tinuntoto themthem would to
ged that all the inhabitants f the
earth could see and comprehendco pr hendbend
hesefesqthese things would tbtd godod that
they wouldrould divest themselvesfesies of
their prejudices and preconceivedpre conceivedwagwas and that they would calmly
look truth in the face andslid reflect
upon the work that god our heav-
enly father is19 performing inih the
midst of the nations of the earth
if they would this they might
avoid a great many difficulties into
which they will otherwise be inevi-
tably involved it is no more nor
no jess true totbtodaydaydayl than it was
thirty sevenseyen years ago that god
has stretched forth hishibhi hand to ac
cocomeom a great and ml
that shall stand for ever and sshallhall
not be given into the hands bf an
other peopleel butii it will go on in-
creasingcreasi tighig andanti spreading abroad uintinun-
til it hahass accomplished thatthat for
which it was destined ayourour al-mighty father I1 bayeay 1it is as true
jowasnow as it wasas abieahbethen fidand nolnoino more
true totptodaydatdayday than nhenthenthen and theytiley
who paid heed to it then have
never nadbad cacause to rregretgre t doing sgo0
andto d they who give heed to it to-
day wiilwill beverhevernever have bausehausecause to regret
it lain the future to us who larefarore fa-
miliar with this work and under-
standstanid the opoperationsorationsbrationslons of

I1the sspiritpirlpiri t
and can see the deign of god our
keavenly father it beemsseemsbeesee 8 strangestr
that mankind should be so0 biddi er
ent to BOlogregreatat a work aaas thisthis jaii
which we are engaged teyetyeit itA is
so you would imagine that meu
going forth with the proclamation
that the elderseidersderdderi bear would receive
everywhere that attention that the
importance of their proclamation
demands at least until men were
satisfied in their own minds of the
truth or falsity of the message they
bear but this is not the oasecase no
man ever calmly batsat down with a
prayerful heart to examine the
claims of thisi work popularly
termed mornionmormonismism whoi oidold not
risis from the investinginvestinvestigationiga con-
vinced that there was a boiverpower aoan
influence11 and a spirit accompany-
ing this work that he hathalhad never
met with beare are they who
investigate the ones whawho nightfight

this work andwd persecute
and slay the seservants otof no
they who do this are the I1ignorantig9borant
who have nevermeyer investinginvestinvestigatedig ed or
having Investigateinvestigateda and embracedbraced
it have afterwards apostapostatizedatiz dandand
lave thus become ewotwotwofoldnolrolnoldfold more
the children of heilhell through reject-
ing

ri
inythethe truth god ourburhheavenlyaveney
father has commenced a great and
mighty work and has given the
strongest kind of evidence inin favor
dait if theinthe inhabitantshabl of the earth
would only receive i iffit judtb their
condemncondemnationatioatlon wlwillI1 itinaltheirtheir
rejection of this work and tilethe evi-
dence of its truth which is spread
before them the whole history of
this people from the commence
trient until the present time affords
abundant evidence of thathe divinity
pfaf the work in which wewo tireare en-
gaged when our elderselderaiggo northforthra1orth
into the world men cry bikalualoud1 for
miramimmiesCIescles for some supernaturalsupernatura
manifeemanifestationtation of power that will
convince them that we are the peo
pl pwe profess to be jesusjestis said
A wicked and an adulterous gen

aeration seek a sign but iioho sign
shall be given them save the signgn
of the prophet jonah pdtbut god0d
our heavenly father has never-
theless left his handwriting as it

were to be seenfeen by allaliaalthethe nationationss
of the eaearthrth on thithe6 that hebe
has established divinity is marked
inili every feature 0off this great work
in every step of its progressprogressoressYresby fromrom
its commencement until the present
timeime vewe see divinity exhibited
and the power of god manifested
in its preservation growth and de-
velopment what iais it that brings
thibthia people front the nations of the
earth binds them togetogethery and
makes a unit of the people df the
various nationalities here assembled
togethertoge Is it the power ofef manmap
Is it delusion oriorlor Is it a manifesta-
tion of the restoration of that Powerbower
bestowed upon men in
and which basteenlashas been aoso long with-
drawn from theeartthe earthli why is it
that we love one another Is it as
the apostle john said
that we have passedgassed from death
unto life because we lovejove the
brethren wewd love one another
because we have bowed in obedi-
enceenceenee to the truth which god aasass re-
vealedhealeddandand through the reception
of the holyhoy spirit of promise we
have the love of god in our hearts
if mankind loved the thaddtrutruth and
would exaexaminemirio these things they
would iseepee 9something demdeAdesirable
about this worworkk andana they would
be prompted to investigate but
the difficulty now is as it baaba been
in every age when god has attempt-
ed to establish his work upon the
earth men in general droare blinded
by the traditions of their fathers
this and the love of easeeabe and
popularity and other worldly ob
ejects that surround them prevent
men fromfron seeing the work ofdf goelgod
in its true light and blinds them
to their highest interests they
cannot see how tbtheyPY are goinggoing to
receive any benefit from this work
that which is materi il is right be
fore them and they eancan understandderdetstand
the material advantages acoaeoaccruingruing
to them through not obeying this
wworkor but the advantages and bless
ingings hatthat would result from obe-
dience are hidden from
being discernible only lihy the light
otof the spirit of god yet there is
thisthia pecullarpeculiar feature about thetho work
of god todayto day more especially than
at any other time since the baya 01

enoch that they who embrace it
not only receive the spirit of god
with its gifts but they also receive
blessings of a temporal naturenatures
which they would never receivereceive
outside of it those who have
joined the church as a maskmashmassmabs have
been bene fitted temporally ththoughb
at the time of rendering obedience
they probably could not seib how
advantages of this nature could re-
sult they could see I1

thatthaithat their
names would be cast but aas evil
that they would be hated torlorof ljijaljall11

men persecuted andaud probably driv-
en from place to place but how
they would be blessed temporally
they could not see but god our
11heavenlyly father has held in re
serve until these days great and
glorious blessings for his peopleeoplettwho are faithful to the trutruth he
has reserved for his saints the king
domdem and the greatness of ththe king
dom under the whole heavens not
something beyond she bounds of
time and space not something that
we will inherit in eternity alone
but he has also temporal adeauadvan-
tages to bealow upon his deoppeopleIs
here A great manymady people imag-
ine that we holdbold these boutasout as in-
ducements

in-
isdu to get peopleIs to join the

church but they wwhoho join the
church for the love of these things
and with a desire to obtain them
are invariably didisappointed it
people join the church of godudd with
any other motive than toto embrace
the truth and to be associated with
the people of god and to receive
the spirit of the gospel they are
invariably disappointed butbu when
they come in for the loveiove ol01 the
truth willing to take them
the cross of christ and ensure all
the persecutions incident to the life
of a saint submit to the contumely
and privation that in the providence
of god they may be called to eaen
dure god thus tests theltheir faith
and if they continue faithful he
will bestow upon them every blessblessii
lneine promised to the mostmoat faithful

the work in which we kroare en-
gaged in some respects from
the work in which the apostles were
engaged in the days of jebusjesus christ
lauy things operated againagainstt them
that we have not to conten jdI1 with
they hadbad to scatter out andandlandipreach
the gospel in various place they
could not gather together with the
same facility that we can but
god our heavenly father reserved
this the land of promise for the
especial purpose ot building up his
kingdom in the latter days As
the book of mormon informs us it

has been hid fromirom the eyes 0me
generations of men for this purpose
if it had not been thusthuy hidden the
nations of the earth would have
overrun the land until there would
have been ro foothold found for the
establishment of the kingdom of
god upon it but the lord con-
cealed it from the days ot04 the
flood fjfromom the byiseyes of memen13 ex-
cepting those whom he led hhitherth1 er
as wewd lireare chifoinformedkaied by the mookbookA1 otof
mormon thatmt no nationnatron aftaftere the
flood knew about this
land althoualthoughh I1 Jeljeibelieveleve jtit 14 said
inili the norwegian antiquarian ree
searche that this land was visitedvsiteded
by the Icelanders I1in the eleeieeleventhtentrentthh
century but there Is 8ua

this but be that gar it
may this land waspas kept seereysecre I1 un-
til columbusColumbiw was moved up n bbyy
the spirit of god totd go fortifortt adaidald
penetrate the western ocean inenihenhennen
me land waswash settled and a gc verdiverri t
ment was formed under the pitopiro
teching aegis of liberty and a place
waswab found for the establishment of
the kingdom of god to which the
saints from every nation linlinderdelideti
heaven could gather togtogethertherthen
hence we are surrounded by blanyany
more favorable circumstances than

whovrho preceded us luthelathe Wworkrk of
god in the days of jesusjebus ananuana the
apostles they did not pospossesssesssesa the
adv lages that we enjoy but we
havehake them and our heavenly fa-
ther intends that we shall possess
them and that we shall build up
his kingdom on the earth
righteousness and bang about thatthai
improvement alluded to laby bro
jesse N smith in his rewremarksarks
our circumstances thenthe seeing
different we can indulge in antici-
pations no other people have ever
beenbeeri able to indulge in unlessq it be
the people of earch and ththe kene

to whom jesusjebus appealed on
this continent

those who investigate the gos-
pel with a desire to keepbeep th com-
mandmentsmand ments of god as I1 bahaveve re-
marked rise from its investigation
with convictions of its tru ab
honest man can not go to thetho lord
intheinobein thetho namecame of jesus christ adabd ask
him respecting this gospel with i

out receiving a knowledge foforfop him-
self that it is true IA my preach
ing to the world JI1 havebavehademamanyy
times them to this desp thatthat
if they would go in
the lord and eskask him in ththe name
of jesus christ coshowto show to ththemin ththee
truth of thysthis would tierpledgee
myself that the lord would show
them and they would become con-
vinced that the principles we
taught wele naganawa kues prai P1 I1ca

of tifelife and salvation Nno pelsonpersoneisonelson
ever investigated this GospelI1 wwithfth
that without being coconvincedpin cedeed
of its truth our heavenly
father bestonsbestows upon everyeseryeveryonebleone who
embraces it with the right spirit a
knowledge of theibe truth a
glorious privilege it laIs to havehaye this
knowledge basibestowedowed upon usug this
testimony emboldens us to declare
to the inhabitants of the earth no
matter to what nation we may be
sent that if they will etnerembracece the
truth as itis taught by the elders
efof this church they shall know for
themselves that this is the workvork ofot
godgou this testimony it is the privi-
lege of all to possess jtit iis ibia
that binds Us together ainsinanuandn ggivelivesivea
the priesthood influence over the
saints of god myaly brethren and
sise sitsil Is only bytoy faithfulnesss that
we calleailcanean retain this knowleknowledgege A
man may be an apostle anand mayma
have had the administrationlan of
holy arnirnangelsgelsgeis and the heavenheavens open-
ed to his view and behbeholdqid the
things of eternity but if hhe is not
faithful himself pursuing Abrightrightwright
and proper course before vodmod he
cannot retain hishia standing tinin this 1

church and keepethatthai knowknowledgeinoW ledge
god has given him by
error but errors will creep hitoauto his
heart and false spirits take possess-
ionon of him and sooner or later he
will become alienated from the
work of god we should everyeveny one
be careful on these points this is
the dorkofwork of god and there iplp a well
established principle upon which
we can remain connected with it
and that is by being true and faith
ful to the principles which god our
heavenly father has revealrevealedled we
cannot grieve the spirit of gadd with
impunity we connot indulge in
frivolity nor in anything that is
wrong without driving that spirit
from us with its holy and sweet in-
fluenceflU erceelCe we should seek therefore
as individuals whether apostles
high priests seventies high coun-
cillorscil lors eiderselders priests
cons or memmembersers of the church to
have the spritsp rit of our holy religion
continually resting upon us how
can we retain thisthib can we retain

lebyloby beingg linegligentegilgent and indiffe-
rentanttoto its claims do men gather
earthly riches around them by be-
ing negligent we all know that
as a rule theman who is the most
diligent in business iais he who gains
the greatest of profit for his
labor we are provingroving this every
day in earthly businessgubusinesssinessbiness and if ne-
cessarycesiiry in earthly business it ia18

equally boinsoeo in the things of the
kingdom of agod the men and
women who most diligently keep
lifeikie commandments of god oner
up prayers insincerityin gingln not with
their iilips but with their hearts
maingaymakingt aa rule to live near the
lord arare they who retain the light

holywois and they are
theythe whoW when persefersepersecutepersecutioncut 0n or af-
fliction monies feel that god is near
to0othlinthlin na that when they pray
heck is noknot afanafar off but he hearsbears
theletheir phaptaiveis arialiand pours
pepeaceacel raaniabrnaariafaid aveveryery good gift upon
them and they can rejoice from
morning to night among the chang-
ing vicissitudes totb wwhichaich we are
exposedkosed in this mamortalartal life mybly
brethren and sisters we are comcorn
mandednot to elyegise the whole of
buratour attention to the accumulation of
earthly things we arearc command-
ed also tolaybolay up treasures in heavenwe are required to build up zion
on let us take a courtethat will ensure to us the bleiblebie bingjing
and favor of god our heavenly
father that our prayers and
elving may be acceptable before
him we should do this especial-
ly when we reflect upon the nature
of tibethe work in which we are en-
gaged and the nature of the oppo-
sition with which we have to con-
tend we have the whole world to
contend with to a certain extent or
rather we have to defend ourselvesagainst the whowhole world they are
combatting us there are probably
thousands men and wo-
men in the world who mablmabi fest no
deposition to persecutepersecuted or oppose
usu but this is not thetho case with the
majority there is a spirit of op-
position to this work gone abroad
iniii the worldword andaand asRS iniff the begin-
ning we hadb-adhad a township to meet
and contend with afterwards a
county and counties then a state
and ultimately wewp hadbad a nation so
to speak in arms against uus so in
the future we willwili have the whole
world to contend with not only
this nation but every nation on the
face of the earth will manimantmanifestfest great-
er or less opposition to us as a peo
pie and we will have a thousandthingsthings to 66contendn with whywh 2
because satanhatan libshas influence over
thertheeheartsbearis of the Tschildren of menbe has power wihwith them and so
tonglong as there is a foot of this earthupon which he can maintain foot-hold so longiong may we expect wwar-
fare

ar
and nindfind difficulties to con-

tend with and it will only be by
the power of god manifested in our
behalf that we will overcome thiswarfare will not be a contest withcannons rifles or earthly weapons
of war so much as a moral warfarewearswe are engaged in a great moral
warfawarfareltreItrelt is by the exercise of moral
force that we are going to achieve
the victories that god our heavenly
father has promised us we may
be threatened as we have thweapons of war and it will doubt
less be yas long as we havean existence on the be pre-
pared for every contingency thiswill no doubt be necessary but the
day is probably far distant when
we will have to shoushobshoulderlderider weapons
and engage in1A actual warfare I1
look forfbi a moral contest a moral
triumph and moral victories gained
by the force of truth tandbandnd the ex
exercise of those godlikegod like qualities
with which we have been endowed ii

byby our HeavenheavenlylV father andI1

whenn thethey great victory is aachiev-
ed

ch
there will be no blood to

mourn over no sorrow to be indulg-
ed in and nothing to prevent us
from temples of god
as was the case with david because
he was a man of blood I1 antici-
pate that we will be free from this
and that we like solomon can go
forward and build the temples of
god according to his command-
ments while brother henry W
lawrence was talking about the
temple in nauvoo abeltr falt to echo
the sentiment I1 have heard express-
ed by PrespresidentideLt young respecting
that temple I1 am glad it is de 1

stroybtroyedledi am glad that it was burnburd
ededanaand purified by fire from the polpoi 1

lution our enemies inflictsinflictedd upon
it and I1 am glad there is nothing
of it left and I1 would prefer that
this temple in course of erection
here should never be completed
and that we should never build an-
other than to see those holy places
built by gods conacoracommandsmands pass into


