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fore God, unless they have been
born again, unless they have been
filled with the spirit of Jight, unless
they have been made partakers of
the Holy Ghost, “uniless they have]
been taught of God, unless they
know God not by theif natural wis-

B 2 T O ST o o dom, but by that wisdom that is in-
THERE is & Sc:f'l'i}tﬁm which readB,'T'spﬁWhe g?iﬂ; and power

“ Nevertheless when the Son of man
cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth?” These words of the Savior
have just oceurred to me, and in
dwelling on them for a short time
1 earnestly pray that the Spirit u%
God may dictate me; for I do not
wish to speak to you in my own
strength, neither by my own wis-
dom: but 1 desire to speak to you
by the wisdom that  comes down
from heaven, and by that strength
that is imparted by the power of the
Holy Ghost, sent forth from the
- _Father. e

1 We profess, as Latter-day Saints,
10 be the children of light. God is
light, and in him there i no dark-
ness at all. The light that proceeds
forth from him oftimes shines in
dark places, bat it is not always the
case Lhat the children of this worid
comprehend this light.” That light
may be round about them; it may
shine before them, illuminating
their pathway, but they, loving the
darkness rather than light, prefer
to walk contrary to the light, they
prefer the pathway of darkness,
hey love darkness because they
love evil: they love sin, they love
wickedness, they love those princi-
ples that are contrary to the light
of heaven. ILizht is something that
comes from (od; it cleaves unto
light, it rejoices in the light, and he
that hath light in his heart that
comes {rom heaven, réjoices in the
reception of still greater light. Now
this is what the children of God—
the Latter-day Saints, should most
seek for, that their minds may be
full of that light that shines from

of the Holy Ghost shed forth: upon
them, These are everlasting truths;
they were truths. in the beginning
when man was first placed on the
earth. They have, been truths in
every succeeding generation, from |
the begining of the history of man
on our globe, until the present time.
No man, therefore, from the day of
Adam down to our day, has been in
a condition, to be saved in the ful-
ness of the glory of God, to dweH
in his presence, without being born
anew—his mind bemng renewed, his
understanding being filled with the
spirit of truth, and the whole man,
as it were, both the spiritual man as
well as the tabernacle iniwhich he re-
sides, being invigorated and quicken-
ed by the power of the Holy Ghost.
1f is a Jaw,a fixed unchangeable law,
which God ordained before he placed
man on the earth, that that should
be the way, and the only way, that|
man should know God, and know
concerning heaven and heavenly
things. Hence it is written: <But
the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God; for they
are foolishness unto himj neither
¢can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned.” But our
philosophers have labored with
worldly wisdom to understand God.
How they have toiled all the day
long to comprehend, his nature, to
understand his ways, to discern his
power, and to know concerning his
existence, But all their labors have
been in vain, so far as experiencing
these things, according to -the law
of the Gospel is concerned. "
But there have been dispensations

heaven, that it may illuminate their
understandings, that when they
hear anything that is spoken by the
principle of light, by the spirit of
truth, that it may commend itself
to their hearts and understanding,
and that they may cleave toit, and
thus manitest before uue?anutfher and
before God the Kternal Father, that
they areindeed the ¢hildren of light.
How shall we obtain this pure un-
adulterated principle of light that
comes from (xod? By faith, and in
no other way. In vain do mankind
seek after light and truth, without
the iluminations of the -spirit of
God, and without faith in him.
They may receive the natural light;
they may understanid many things
that are natural, according to the
definition of the word natural., The
natural man may discern things that
‘are natural; by the natural eye, he:
may perceive the natural light that
shines, and may obtain much infor-
‘mation. and knowledge pertaining
to natural things—things intended
of the Lord to be given to mankind
in common, both to his children as
well as the wicked-who become not
his children because of their dis-
obedience and sinfulpess. But if
You would be enlightened beyond
the natural man—if you would pos-
sess knowledge that reaches beyond
his knowledge—if you would obtain |
wisdom that the natural things of
this world cannot impart, it must
be by faith. And how shall we
obtain faith? how shall the inhabi-
tants of the earth begin to lay the
foundation of faith in their hearts?
They must take those step'f ordained
in the holy word of God—they must
be born again, in order to obtain the
spirit of truth, the light of truth,
to become spiritual men and spirit-
ual women, new creatures, as it
were, having put off’ the natural
man with all hisevil deeds, having
counted themselves, so far as natur-
al wisdom and natural understand-
ing and knowledge are concerned,
but fools in the sight of God. For
the wisest among the wise, those
who have sought most earnestly
and diligently to find out God, to
understand his ways and to know
him, without being Lorn again have
made shipwreck of themselves.
Though they may attain to much
earthly koowledwe; thouzh they
may comprehend, in some small
degree, that which s around them,
though they may able to compre-
hend, in some mea-ure, by their
Jearning and natural | wisdom,
mechanismrof all kinds, that is cal-
culated to benefit the children of
men in a greater degree, though
they may extend their natur-
al knowledge into the heavens,
and inquire into *the mechanism of
the tniverse, and into some of the
plajss laws that are discovered and

of God to man, there have been
periods since the creation of man,
and his being on the earth, when
mankind have placed themselves
in communion with Jehovah, when
they have fulfilled the Jaws, per-
taining to this communion,—when
they have prepared themselves to
receive divine insiruction and have
been taught from on high, and such
have known God. It is by faith
that mankind put themselves in a
condition to obtain this divine in-
formation, so desirable on the part
of every good man, and every good
woman. How shall we obtain this
faith is the grand guestion? Can
we obtain it by disobedience? No;
in disobedience no man or woman,
since the world began, has been
able to obtain true and genuine
faith before God, so far as he or she
understands his. word.  How, for
instance, in this the 19th century of
the Christian era, shall mankind re-
turn to that faith which has been
abundantly exercised by some of the
human family, in past generations?
It is by hearing the gospel, and then
Ly obedience to that Gospel in all its
principles, In all its ordinances, by
obeying it with all their hearts in
all sincerity, and meekness, and
lowliness of heart, in other words,
by comporting themselves like little
children, whom the Savior on a
certain occasion set forth as an ex-
ample of those who shall inherit
the kingdom of heaven. And he
informs us that except we become
by our repentance, by our faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, by our dili-
gence in serving him, as a litile
child, we can in no wise inherit the
kingdom of heaven. Now, there is
no deceit about a little ehild; it feels
open-hearted and is without guile.
It may have its little imperfections
that have come into our fallen
world; but its feelings are submis-
sive, humble, ready to believe the
teachings of its parents or gaurdians,
unless it learns that they tell false-
hoods. And then so far as their
salvation is concerned, Satan has
has no power over them to destroy
them, until they arrive at the vears
of understanding, and. this, by rea-
son of the great redemption that
bas been wrought out, through the
ntoniu%hhﬂd of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.  'While, therefore, it
is necessary forus to become. like a
little child in order to, become: wor-
thy of so great a blessing, It is not
necessary of course that we imitate
it all respects. For instance it is
not necessary that we shouid again
begin to creep or lisp broken senten-
ces, or imitate a great many other
actions of the child; but itis essenti-
ally necessary that we become pure,
without deceit, without guile and
that we possess that humility which
we see exhibited in the little child.

made manifest, and conelder them-

And in that way we prepare our- !

need -strength

and the heavens, and makeus ac-

and holy ordinances, repentance and
baptism for the remission of the sins
we have committed during all the
days of our lives. And wheén wehave

mmmqhﬁhum of all past sins, |
we naturally feel anxious in our

hearts to live a better'aud purer life,
and sin no more, When baving to rely
upon ourselves—our fallen na ’
weknow how easily we yield to that
which is ginfu! before Ged. We
need something to strengthen us be-
cause of our fallen condition. We
imparted - to our
minds, to our bodies, toour intel-
lect, to every power and faculty that
(God has given to us—something to
strengthen us against all these lit-
tle imperfections of our fallen na-
tures. What is it? It is truth from
neaven. How is that truth imﬁ;rt-
ed?  The gift and power of the Holy
Ghost, sent forth from the bosom of
the Father, through his well be-
loved son, to quicken and regenerate
our bodies, and our minds, and bap-
tize us, as it were, with this renew-
ing apirit, this spirit that animates,
and quickens, and makes alive, that
imparts light to the understanding,
that makes manifest the things of
(God, and that no natural man can
understand. ar
"When we embraced the Gospel,
we were promised this glorious gift
to be with us, to dwell within us, to
quicken our mindsy to impart happi-
ness and filk us with thatlove which |
surpasses all understanding, and to
open up communication between us

quainted with heavenly things, and
heavenly beings, and not only give
us to unders_tanci some few. parts of
the word- of God, but reveal tous a
knowledge of God himself, and, in-
some measure,his glorious power and
his glorious economy and wisdom.

I have told you now, how to get
faith: first believe in the first prin-
ciples of the gospel of the Son of
God as laid down in the Seriptures
of truth, and revealed anew in this
glorious record of ancient America,
also revealed anew by the power of
the Holy Ghost, sent' down upon
the great prophet and seer of the
latter days—instructions irom hea-
ven, a veice from heaven, the glori-
ous principles of eternal truth re-
vealed from heaven, and made
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manifest to mortal man, not only in
ancient times, but also in our day,
clearly, plainly, distinetly, in such a
manner that all may understand
that all may comprehend, that alj
may discern who receive the light,
and who desire the light and who
wish to walk in the light.

When we thus repent—when we
thus reform—when we thus become
like a little <¢hild, when we thus
begin to put away our sins, when
we thus feel to make our covenants
with God, that we will serve him,
that we will obey his gospel, that
we will reformy. our lives, that we

will . be. .. obedient. . to ' his
word, that we will walk in
newness. of life—when we have

done this, we are prepared.-then to
have our former sins washed away |
through the atoning blood of Jesus
Christ, the plan of redemption that
he has ordained. - But. we must be
baptized in water; that is one of the
conditions—for us to repent, for us
to confess our sins to G
me to him, for us to promise to do
retter, and then if we are baptized
by one having authority from Jesus
Christ to minister in such ordi-
nances, we may expect a remission
of our sins. The Lord may, in some
instances, forgive sins before an in-
dividual is baptized; he has done it,
and he may do it. But.the plan
that he has ordained is fo be baptiz-
ed for Jthe remission of sins, after
faith and repentance. Why he does
in some instances vary -from the
B neral plan is very evident, when
we understand the circumstances
connected with his doing so. For
instance, the Lord has a set time to
accomplish come of his great designs
that he purposed in the beginning,
in relation to the inhabitants of our
globe; and when he begins to work,
according to those set times, to fulfil
his righteous purposes, he may com-
mence, under certain circumstances,
in a little different way from what
he would do after the foundation is
full Jaid; but when the plan is once
laid, as it were, then he requires
us to receive forgiveness in one way.
Now in the purposes ef the Lord,
he designed that after the Jews
should have the Gospel preached to
them by the apostles, that the
apostles should then go to the Gen-
tile nation, that they should pro-
claym it fo those who were not of
the seed of Abraham, that the Gen-
tiles might be benefited as well as the
Jews, But could the narrow con-
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trapted Jewish mind be convinced

after all the darkmess that had
reigned over Judea for some four
centuries before Christ, could they
be convinced that any other people
were to to be made partakers of the
glorious Gospel of the Son of God,
except themselves and their nation?

which fell from their masters table.
We are the chosen people of God;
we have the promises made to us,
we are the '{mple through. whom
the chosen Messiah it to come to
reign universal, as a great king, to
deliver us @ut of the hands of all
other people; but as for you Gentiles,
you are dogs. These were their
traditions, and they considered it
almost blasphemy for any one to go
to the Gentiles. These feeings were!
deeply: planted in the hearts of the
Jews, in the Jand of Jerusalem;
and after m of them had been
haptized into the CChurch, these tra-
ditions remained with them, and
the deeciples did not fully understand
the the purposes of God, with regard
to the Gentiles.- And even Peter,
the chief of the apostles, no doubt
had his mind filled, more or less,
with these prejudices, which were
after those of theelders, chief priests
and Parjsees; and in regard toa
new revelation to convince him to
the contrary, notwithstanding Jesus
had stood 'before ‘them n person;,
and commissioned them to go unto

all the world and preach the gospel
toevery creature. But their minds

were so beclouded by their traditions
that they did not understand the
true report nor the, extent of the
views of the Savior in giving ' this|
mission. Hence, it required farther
testimony. A wision had to begiven
to Peter to show him that he might
administer the Gospel to certain of
the Gentiles, and to do it to, accept-
ably in the sight of God. But how
should the Jewish brethern. who
were with Peter, who had been|
baptized into. the Chureh, be con-
vinced? They had no wision, and
the same traditions weighed  power-
fully upon their minds that the
Gentiles could not become partakers
of these blessings, Pefer visited
Cornelius, taking with him six of
his Jewish brethern, and they
found him to be a man of. under-
standing, a humble man, a prayer-
ful man, a man whose prayers had
ascended to heaven, and who was|
counted wurthg* ﬁ receive the ad-

ministration of & holy angel. Yet,
notwithstanding all his piety and
worthyness he was not in a situa-
tion to be saved; but the angel told
him to ‘“send men to Joppa, and|
call for Simen, whose surname is
Peter; who shall tell thee words,
whereby thou and all thy house
shall be saved.” Whata thing
| - e Be [ RDIRY~}
ers had ascended before God, & man
whose alms-giving was acceptable)
to him and who could stand in the
presence of any angel to have it
marked out to him ho s he should
be soved. According to fhe testi-
mony, Cornelius had gathered in his
kinsfolk, and Pefer preached to him
of a cerfain person that had been
hated by all men, one that was
looked upon ai the offscouring of all
things, one that was called by the
ious of Jerusalem as being a
Sabbath-braeker, a wine-bibber, and
of whom it was said that he cast
out devils by the power of Beelze-
bub the prince of devils. Yet Peter
told them that this same man was
the Son of God, who had come to
earth, in fulfiliment of prophecy.
And while Pefer was speaking the
Holy Ghost descended from lLeaven
and fell upon Cornelius, and also
upon those who were gathered to-
gether on that occasion, to hear his
words. How do you know the Holy
Ghost fell upon them? Because in
that day, as in all other ages of the
world, when people receive the Holy
Ghost it is accompanied by light and
power, and they spoke with tongues
‘and prophesied, etc. But Peter did
not stop there, he did not say to
Cornelius, you are a very good man,
and God has sent you an Angel,
and favored you very highly, and
you do anot need anythingelse. But
he commanded him in the name
of the lL.ord Jesus Christ te be
baptized, “What! need I to
be baptized? What need I to receive
the sacred ordinances? Am I not a
good man? Have I not received the
Holy Ghost? Why should I be

baptized?” Because it was the only

way that he could be saved., Sup-

posing Cornelius had felt self-righ t-
eous, and had refused to obey the
ordinances of the gospel? The con-

sequence would have been that the
Holy Ghost would have left him;
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have been ?ﬂil’lﬁd and reckong

against him,@nd would haveto} ©
met by him in the great judgmey

day; and he could not have ley 1
saved in the Kkingdom of Gy
Why? Because he would haveg ©
obeyed a plain command which w
essential to his salvation. God df
in this one instance, vary from g °
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ut it is Ezpmised by the law of t ]

gospel to be given after taptig
after the remission of sins. Re
the glorious promise |
to the great assembled . muj
tudeon the day of Pentecn
4 :Fent.,” fald Peter, “‘and be by
tized, every one of you, in the nay
of Jesus Christ for the remission !
sins, and ye shall receive the gift; |
the Holy Ghost,” Now, can j
misunderstand that? Is there
man, possessing ordinary powers
conception, who ¢cannot compreh
Ianguage so plain? Repentance the
was enjoined u them, as beiy
thefirst requisite, for they had bk
fore heard of Jesus; if they h
never heard about ‘the Christ, i §
first thing would have been to har
inspired them with faith, that Jeg .
was the Christ, But this the Ap
tles hadalready done, on the day |
Pentecost; they had boldly declan
that the very person whom themn |
tion had rejected, as an impostt j
was both the Lord and Christ; t}}
had proved to that assembled m
tade that he was the great Messig
that should come for the redemptia
of the world. This assembly
believed, but they had not rep
They believed the fact; th Ej*ﬂi@i
ed it on evidence; they believed th
testimony of the Apostles. Thi
very’ belief on the. part of th
multitude inspired them to exclain
“Men and brethren, what shall
do?” - They 'believed that Jew 1
whom their nation had ecrucifiedl
was indeed the true Messiah, the |
their Jewish brethren had imbrog
their hands in dinnocent blood; an
believing that Jesus of Nazareth wi
indeed the Christ; hence their gres
desire to be; told what to do, whe ]
was nece=sary to. be done on the ]
part, to be saved. Amnd to thisque
tion Peler answered them in the j
Janguage 1 have guoted, Repent, ele.
Thus you see that repentance fol- ¢
lows faith. A great many will tel (
you to first repent and then believe }
etc.; but every one can see tha
without faith in the Leord we coull ¢
not repent. - Could any man re |
acceptably before God when he di
not believe in Jesus Christ as hi
only begotten Son? And how could
they believe without some evidene
or testimony,—without some one
present to their mind sufficient evk
dence to convince them of the fac
Repentance follows faith; and whe
a person has connected repentant
with faith, he is a fit candidate
baptism. And if bhe would r®
ceive the remission of his sing
he must be baptized in water~
buried in water, which is termed I
the Savior being “born of the w |
ter,”- When a persen goes dowl ]
into the water and is laid under th
water, and comes forth out of th
water, heis born from that element
and it is after he is brought  forl
out of the watery element that hel
entitled, according to the. promis
to receive the Holy Ghost. Then
are many people who believe thatth |
Holy Ghost was to be bestowed onlf |
upon the people of ancient timé ¢
that it is not to De given in our da}
But is not God i e same in our day !
and is not his only begotten Sa
the same in our. day? Has his ge
pel changed from what it was I ¢
ancient times? Was the gospel 1
be preached in one age of the worl
in one form, and then in som !
eighteen centuries afterwards to b |
E;eached in. some other form? |
ptism by immersion the birth ¢
the water, or is it merely sprinkling
[s it to be administered to persons
because they have received th
remission of their sins, @
is it to be administered to person
because they have not re
ceived a remission of their sins., Th
gospel is plain; the language 1}
plain; the ordinances are plain; th
preaching is plain, and the plant¢
salvation so plain that “wayfarin
men, thﬂu%h fools, shall not ef
therein.” The promise of the Holl
Ghost was not confined to those &
sembled within the hearing of P*
ter on the day of Pentecost, but#
was extended to their children and#
all that were atar off;even as many#
the Lord our God shall call. It mak
ters not, then, how far distant th
people may reside on our globe; i
mat not among what nation, o
what grade, or class, whether the
king upon his throne, or the beggdf
on the dung-hill, whether the #o
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the remission of sins, which he
doubtless recelved, wuu_id no doubt

of liberty or those who bow unde®



