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- | inciples that were taught to|Father and my brethren for t.l:mt- merchant, sometimes a legislator, a | principles of truth, and allow e

DISCOURSH nuh,p to Enoch, to Abraham,| while Ihave travelled thrnu)g’h va- | blacksmith, an adobe maker, & plas- | who are fearing God to asgemble to.

DELIVERED BY to Moees, to E]'l]ah and other | rious parts of the United States and | terer, a farmer, or coromon laborer, | gether to worship Him according to

Prophets, the same principles|the Canadas, also in England, Ire-| as the cace may be. But all under | the dictates of their o+n conseci.

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

At the General Conference on Sun-
day afternoon, April 9th, 1882,

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBES,

[N attemptiing to address the con.
gregation this afternoon, I trust
that a!l will be as quiet as possible,
It is extremely difficult to make the
congregation hear in this place, es-

fally in #o large an assembly,
when there is the least confusion,
While I addre:s you, [ wish to speak
such words as shall be interesting,
edifying and instructive, and 1 de-
gire an interest in the prayers of the

faithful, that I may be able '0 do 80|

intelligently, that we may be Lhe
better for our coming together,

I am aware of the position that
we occupy to-day. I feel thatl am

surrounded by a large number of in- |

telligent men and women, and

that were taught by Jesus Chrisl
and the A es in former times on
the continent of Asia, acccmpanied
with the same Priesthood and the
same organization, only more fully,
because the present dispenca-
tion is a combinatian of the
various dispensations that have
exlsted in the different ages of
the world, and 1Is de:ignated
in the gcriptures as the dispencation
of the fulness of times,in which Ged
would gather together all things in
one, whether they be things in
heaven or things on earth., There-
fore, whatever of know!edge, of in-
telligence, of Priesthood, vf powers,
of revelations was conferred upon
those men in the different ages,
was again restored to the earth by

the ministration and through the

Priesthood of God in the different
dispensations in which they lived.
nder the direction of the Al-

while I am- addressing you, I am
also eddressing the world, for the
remarke I make will be reported
and publizhed to the world, There-
fore, I am desirous to advance such
gentiments 28 will be in accord with
the enlightenment of the Latter-day
Baints, with the intelligence of the
19th century, and with the prinei-
ples that have emanated from God.

Any intelligence which.,we may
poesess and which we may be able
to impart, is not of ourselves, but of
God. It did not originate with us;
it did not originate with Jose
fmith, with Brigham Young, with
the Twelve Apostles, nor was it re-
celved from any institution of Jearn-
ing, nor of science, elther relizious,
political, or social. Oar philos-
ophy is mot the philosophy of
tue world; but of the earth and the
heavens, of time and eternity, and
proceeds from God.

A message was annournced to us
by Joseph Smith the Prophet, as
a revelation from God, wherein he
stated that holy angels had appear-
ed to him and revealed the ever-
lasting Gospel as if existed In former
ages; and that God the Father and
God the Son bad also appeared to
him: the Father,pointing to the Son
sald, “This is my beloved Son, hear

ye him.” Moroeni, & prophet who | pointed,whose Fﬂim in the Church
n

had lived on this continent, reveal-
ed unto Joseph the platescontalning
the Book of Mormon, and by the
gift and power of God he was
enabled to franslate them Imto
what is known as the Book of Mor-
mon. That book contalns a record
of the auncient inhabitants who
dwelt upon this continent, a part of
whom came from the tower of Babel
at the time of the confounding of
tongue3, and another came
from Jerusalem in the time of Zede-
kiadh, king of Judah, 600
years before the advent of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This
book containeg a record of the deal-
ings of God with those people; it
contains a record of their worship, of
their wars and commotions, of thelr
righteousness and iniquity, and of
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
nnto them, and of His preaching un-
to them ttue same Gospel that was
taught on the continent of Asla, at-
tended by the same ordinaneces, the
same organfzation and the same
princlples. -
I shall not atiempt to bring any
roof with regard to these matters
o-day; I am simply making state.
ments, the truth of which you Lat-
ter-day Baints know, as it would be
impossible to enter Intoall the de-
tails in a short dicousrss. Suf-
flice it to say, that the Father
having presented His BSon to
Joseph Smith, and commanded him
to hear Him, Joseph was obedient
to the heave nly call, and listened to
the various communications made
by men holding the Holy Priesthood
in the various ages under the direc-
tion of the Only Begotten. He anLd
Oliver Cowdery were commanded to
baptize each other, which they did,
John the Baptist came and conferred
upon them the Aasaronic Priesthood.
Then Peter, James and John, upon
whom was conferred, in the Savior’s
day, the keye of the Melchisedeo
Priesthoo’, came and conferred that
Priesthood upon them, Then Adam,
Noah, Abrabham, Moeses, Elijah,

Ellis and many cother leading char- | not teach them.

acters mentioned in the Beriptures,

who had operated in the various dis- | to us through His servant Joseph
pensations, cameand conferred upon | and we haves
Joeph the wvarious keys, powers, | among

rights, privileges and Immunities
which they enjoyed in their times.

Again, Joseph was commanded
to preach this Gospel and to bear

{ that we were not sent to be taught,

| I eay to-day, not by way

mighty, Joseph organized a chureh;
and when people were called ugon fo
believe on the Lord Jesus Chiigt, to
repent of their sins, to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins and to have hands
laid ﬁpon them for the reception of
the Holy Ghost, those who did be-
lieve and obey received the atten-
dant blmin¥. Then the various of-
fices of the Priesthoed began to be
conferred upon men who bkelieved,
and in due time the quorum ¢f the
Twelve was organized, whose
commission was to proclaim
the Go=pel +to
to every = bpation,
kindred, to every tongue. Then a
quorum of seventy XElders was se-
lected, known by the name of Sev-
enties;and we now have some 76
times 70 of thoee Klders.

A First Presidency was also or-
ganized to preside over the whole
Church in all the worlJ. Then

to every

medinm of those who held the holy | name of Jesus Christ for the remis-

every people, |
i

land, Bcotland, Wales, France, Ger-
many and different partz of the
earth,among the wise and intelligent
a8 well as the poor and ignorant,
among all clasees of men—I have
stood in their halls and talked with
their professors,miniaters,legislators,
rulers, divines, judges and wise men
of every class, grade and position in
lite—but I bave never met with a
man wio could gainsay one prinel-
ple of the Gespel of the Son of God,
and [ never expect to; because
truth, eternal truth, as it emanates
from God, cannot be controverted
And W;llt is the nature of the
Gospel? Jt is the same as that
taught on the day of Pentecost by
the Apostles, when they cried out
to the multitude, ‘“Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the

sion of gins, and ye shall receive the

it of the Holy Ghost.” That was
e testimony which they bore to
the peopla, That i3 the te:stimony

besr. There is something about this
that is reasonable, that is intelligent
and tbat is susceptible of prcof. It
Wwas a very fair proposition for the
Apostle to make, promiring the peo-
ple who would obey the require-
ments which the Gospel imposes
upon its adherents,that they should
receive the Holy Ghost. And what
should this do for them? It was to
cause their old men todream dreams
and their young men to see visions,
it was to make their sons and
daughters prophesy, it was to bring
things
to lead them into all truth, and to
show them things to come, This
proposition was not alone of a re-
ligious nature, but it was also strict

which the ¥Elders of this Church | the

past to their remembrance, | cting

the same influence ‘and epirit, all
going forth as missionaries to preach
the Gospel of light, of life and of
saivation. They have received the
treasures of eteinal life, and they
are enabled to communicate
them to others; and  they
hold - out  the sasme promiges.
You who hear me this afternoon, as
well as thonsand+« vpon thousands
of others, bave listened to those
principles, you have had held

ence:? Have we violated avy law
of the United States in thus gather.
ing together and in thus wo:ehip.
]lj_ing-uur God? Not thatl know of,

ave we been opposed to the Unit,
cd Siates? Nc! no! no! we never
have, and we arc at the defiance of
a'l men to prove nugthing of the
kind. There are falsehoods set afoot
by low, degraded, ubnprincipled
men. We believe thst the Consti
{ution of the United Btates was

out unto you those promises;
and when you obeyed the Gospel,
you received this same spirit; and
you are my witnesses of the truth
of the things that I now proclaim
in your bhearing and of the Spiril
and jower of God attending the
obedience to the Gospel, and you
will not deny it. This congregatioo
will not deny it. When you yielded
obedience to the laws of God, obey-
ed His commandments, were
baptized for the remi-sion of your
sins and had hands lald upon you for
reception of the Holy Ghoet,
you did recelve it and you are liv-
ing witnesses before God, This is &
secret that the world does not com-
prehend. Its people have not obey
ed it and they do not know it; and
the things of God,say the scriptu-es,
no man knoweth but by the Bpirit
of God; and this Spirit has imparted
to us that intelligence and that
knowledge.,  This people have
in their jossesgion a  hope
that enters within the wail
whither Chr'st, our forerunner
has gone. They are living and
and operating for eter-
nity. God is their Father, and they
know it. Some people think we are
a set of ignorant boobies, who donot

ly philosophical, The farmer sows

oats, whegt or corn,as the case may

Enow what we are talking about,
and they try to overrun the faith of

oals or wheat or plants corn, and | the Latter-day Baints by sophistry,
what does he expect? Le expects|falsehood and folly.

Whilst the

fact is, we are in jossession of the

there were High Priests ordained,|be, and no!hing else, There . sre| principles of eternal life, and are

whose office was principally to pre-
side as well as to preach the Gospel,
Then thsre were Elders, Priest+,
Teachers and Deacons; and this or-
ganization was given by dlrect re-
velation, by which the Church has
been governed from that time unti
the present. Bishops were also ap.

was clearly de by the word of
the Lord, Then High Councils
were organized for the adjustment
of all matters of difficulty, for the

correction of incorrect doctrine, for | elements by

the maintenance of purity and cor-
rect principles among the Saints,

and for the adjudleation of
all general matters pertain-
ing to Israel. This was

the testimony and this is our testi.
mony to-day to the nations of the
earth. The Lord stood at the head
as instructor, guide and director;
and the Elcfera were told to go
forth and to preach the
(Gospel’ to every creature, because
confus disorder, sectarianism
and the theories of men had been
substituted for the word and will,
and the revelation, law and power
of God. These Elders were told that
we approached the latter times,
when would have a controversy
with the nations, and the message
which they had to prociaim wasthat
which was described by John when
wra in phetie vision upon
the Isle of Patmos. Among other
great and important events he said,
“I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting GoaPel 1o preach unfo them
that dwell on the earth, and to
every nation and kindred, and
tongue, and people, saying with a
loud voice, Fear God and give glory
to Him, for the hour of His judg-
ment is come.” This was the com-
missjon given by the Lord to the
Latter-day Saints, This {s the mis-
gion we have been
out from that time to the pre.
sent; and I myself have traveled
tens of thousauds of miles without
purge or scrip, trusting in God, to
teach these holy principles, and so
| have many of my brethren by whom
I am surrounded,

When we staried we were told

|

but to teach, Why? Because the
world was not In possession of the
principles of life, and therefcre could
We went in obe- |
dience to the direct command of God

pread forth ‘the Gos i
the nations. And is thgfe
anything unreasonable about ii? No, |
Is it true? Yes. Is it scriptural?

Yes. Isitphilosophical? Yes. And

trying to carry |

vegelable, the snimal snd the min-
eral kingdome, as well as in all the
works of God, thatare true in them-
gelves an:i they are eternsal. There
are such met.ls as gold, silver, cop-
ger or iron, each poscessing certain
istinctive elements which they al-
ways did possess; and the diffetent
bodies in their chemical relations
sess principles that are always

ue to unchargeable laws, It is
0 also In regard to all the
which we
surrounded, and also in regard to
the heavenly bedies. Bocause of
these unchanging laws we koow
isely when the sun will rise and
when it will set. \We know when
cerfain planets or comets will ap.
pear and disappear. All their move-
ments are undevialing, exact and
frue according to tbe lawsof nature,
Now here is a principle of the Gos-
pel that willadmit of as strong evi-
dence as anything in nature. What
Is it? ““Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
Eu shall receive the gift of the Hely
host, Or in other worde, sow
wheat and you reap wheat; plant
corn and you gather corn. 1t was a
bold position to take. I remember

that on these points I questioned the

are |

laws and principles in nature, in the | operating for eternity; and then we

are operating to bulld up the Zion of
(God, where righteousness can be
taught, and where men can be pro-
tected, and where liberty can be
proclaimed to all men of every color,
of every creed and of every nation.
Being placed - in communica-
tion with , the soph!stry, non-
sense and dogmas of men have no
influence upon ve, We are built
upon the rock of revelation, as
Peter wag, and on the same princi-
ple. Eaid Jesus to him, *Whom do
men say that I, the Hon of Man,
am?” Theanswer was: “Some ray
thou art ocne of the prophets; some«
say theou art the Elias who was to
come,” ete. “But whom rfay you
that I am?” Peter answered and
sald:. “Thou srt the Christ, the
~on of the living God.,” Jesus
replied, “Blessed art thov, Simon
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath
not revealed this unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven; and I
say also unto thee, that thou art
Peter, and vpon thisrock will 1
build my Church and the gates of
bell ghall not prevail agsinst Iit.”
What roek? The rock of revelation
—upon the intelligence communi.
cated by the Holy Ghest to those
who obey the Gospel ef the Son of
God; by this, men shall know for

Elder who brought the Gospel to

this Holy Ghest? Will it cause your
old men to dream dreams and your
oung men to ree vislons; will it
ring to pass the scripture which

me. I asked, What do you mean by f

themeelves, and stand as the rock
of ageﬂ,invuinenhle, immovable and
unchangeable. That Is the position
which we the Latter-day Saints oc-

cupy.
then is the

salth, And on my servants and on
my handmaidens I will peur out
in those days of my Spirit, and
they sball prophesy? Yes.
Will it give you the permeat-
ing influence of the Spirit of the
living God, end give you a certsin
knowledge of the principles that
you believe in? “Yes,” he anawered,
“‘and if it will not,then I am an im-
postor.” Baid I, That is a very fair
proposition. Finding the doctrine
to be correct, I obeyed, and I receiv-
ed that Spirit through obedience to
the Gospel which gave me a know-
ledge of those prineciples which I
simply believed before,becauss they
were tcriptural, reasonable and in.
telligent, according to that scripture
which eaith, “If any man will do
His will, he ehall know of the doc-
trine, whether it be of God, cr whe-
ther I speak of myself.”

I was ordained an Elder by the
roper authorities, and I went forth
0 preach this Gospel. Other Elders
went forth as I did to the elvilized
natlons, preaching the same doec-
trine and holding out the same pro-
mises, Bome of them were not

of boasting,

this testimony to the world. He
was taught the same principles that

were faught to Adam, the simelam indebted to Gcd my Heavenly

becaute we have nothing to boast of
(I bave no intelligence but what I

very learned; come were not very
profoundly educated. We =end a

This religlons
partt of the question. What
do we belleve in? We believe in
urity, in virtue in honesty, in in-
tegrity, in truthfulness and in not
giving wsy to falsehood; we believe
in treating all men justly, upright-
ly and honorably; we believe in
fearing God, observing His laws and
keepirg His commandments, Do
we all do it? Ne, not quite. I wish
we did, But a greai majority of the
Latter-day Sainis are dolng this;
and if i here are those that are not,
Jet them look well to their yath, for
God will be after them, and their
brethren will be after them, for God
canpot look upon sin with any de-
gree of allowance. And as we ate
here for the purpoee of building up
Zion, He expects that we will
be upright and hconorable in all
our dealings with one another
and with all men,

One part of the Gosyel is that we
sbould be gathered together to a
land that should be called Zion.
Have we been doing this? Yes,
Somse people are very much opposed
to it. Have we Injure snybody by

athering in this way? Is this in-
ced the land of the free, the home
of the brave, and the asylum for the

singular class of people in our El.
ders; Bometimes a missionary iz g !

opprested? Cannot the people of
lEEruatiou afferd to listen to the

given by inspiration of God. And
why? Becauee it is one of those
instruments which proclaims liber
erty throughout the land, and to all
the inhabitants thereof. And it was
because of thore noble sentiments,
snd the promulgation of those prin.
¢ ples which were given by Gud
to man, we belleve, that it was
given by the inspiration of the Al
mighty. We havealways esteemeqd
it in this light,and it was 8o declared
by Joseph smith. Did we do any
wrong in coming here in the way
we did? I think not. Did we traus.
gress auy of the laws of the United
States? 1 think not.
vress auy of the laws of the nations
we Jelt? Ithink not. We gathered

ther simply because we we:

there was a Zion to be built up,
And what was that Zion? The dern
means the pure in h-att, In cop.
nection with our gathering, I would
remark, that a sbort time ago, a
one of our public celebrations, thes
were twenty-seven mnational ties re
presented. This s in accordance
with the scripture which says: |
will take them one of a city and tw
ot a family, »nd bring them to Zion,
And I wili give them pastors afte
mine own hear?,that shall feed them
with knowledge and understancing,
This is what we find In the Chris
ti-n Bible, and there is certainly no
harm in believing the Bible., T
Christians send their Bible misslon.
aries among us to circulate ity aud
we are always glad 1o recelve the
Bible and be governed by it.

Now, then, being gathered fo
golher, we necessarily required some
kind of social relations with each
other, for when we came here we
brought our bodies with us as well
as our religion, and we brought our
wives and familles with us as well
as our religion; and we needed fo
cultivate the earth and build houses,
and pfant orchards, and wvineyards,
and gardens, and attend to the com.
m 1 sfTairs of life, And then as we
began to increase we began to open
and build farms, hamlets, village
and cities. Isthere anything wrongin
this? No. Finally,when we came here
we pelitioned 1or a state govem
m nt, the people held a eonventio
and a constitution was framed, an(
forwarded to Washington. Con
gress refused our application for s
State, but they gave us a Territoril
form: of government and named the
Territory Utah; and strange 1o say,
how me=n and nations change, they
are trying to interfere with wus be
causge of our polygamy, and at thal
time the government appointed s

Iygamous governor, Brigham

oung. People change in their gen
timeuts aund views; I su they
call it progress. Apostle On
fon FPratt, whom you all Eknew
g0 foon as that revelation was mad
rublic, went down to the eity ¢
Waehington, and there publishe
the doctrine of plural marriage ani
also lectured upon it. The paper b
published was called The Seer,whic
many of you brethren remembe
very well. They were not In igne
rance in relation to these matten
It was then well understood by the
nation that thece were our sent!
ments, and that President Youn;

Wwas a polygamist,
Dot passing on. Sometime afte

that, we had some United States off:
cials sent out here, who were not
lygamists, but one of them went &
faras to show us what beautiful civ
ilization they had where he camt
from, and he left his wife at hom:
and brought with him a strumpe
and took her on to the bench witl
him, to let the people see how inte
ligent and enlightened the peopl
were in the United States. Hower
er, fortunately for him, there wasny
Idmunds bill then, BStill, we ven
not much edified, 1t wight be st
cording to sone people’s system ¢
ethice; it may be considered beaul!
ful or wmsthetlic by the admirersi
this fast and progressive clvilizatios
but we could not appreciate it, an
the consequence was,that the
felt indignant,they looked upon hin
as a profligate, and that he had de
filed and disgraced the erm e
These were the senliments of the
ple then and, they are yours
Y, for you have never beed

|

Did we trans. -




