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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services,

Religious services were held at the
Tavernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday
April 10, 1802, compmencing at
p.m., President Apgus M. Canoon
Presiding.

The services commenced hy the cholr
singing the bymn commencivg:

God moves in 4 myslerious way,
His wonders to perform.
Prayer by Elder David H. Caunon.
The ¢hoir sang:
Josug, once of humble birth,
Now in glory comes to ¢arth.

The Priesthood of the Beventh ward
officinted in the adminlstering of the
Bacrament.

BISHOP ORSON F. WHITNEY

then addressed the congregatlon. He
wag perfectly sincere, he sald, in the
statehent that he would have been as
well plessed if the lot had fallen to
some one else to address the assembly
this afternocen. He had seen times
when to speak on such oceasions had
been a great pleasure, and be hoped he
would feel the same before the services
were over. At present, however, he
was romewhat ailing in body and more
or less indispueed Lo oncupy that posi-
tion. But® he responded to the call
made upen him in the bope that weak-
ness weuld give way to strength and
that he by the power of the Spirit
might be ahle to gay something profit-
able,

The speaker bad been a happy and
an interested anditor during the Con-
ference just closed, and rejoiced in the
Lord that be had been permitted to see
this day, to witness the imposing cere-
mionjes attending the Jaying of the
c¢ap-stone on the Temple. The pro-
ceedings of the Inte ge) eral Confereuce
were among the most enjoyable he had
ever experienced. In viewing the vad®
congregations that bad arsembled bhere
during those proceedings he could not
but eontrast the work of God as seen to-
day with the past bistory of his people
—contrasting the Then and the Now,
the gmall beginning with the present
achievement. Iu so dolng we can
realizeto some extent the tryth of the
prediction of sixty years ago: **Heboid
A marvelous work is abuut to come
forth among the ohildren of men.?*?

Itin wow aboulb seventy-iwo years
since the Prophet Joseph 8mith, then
a boy about fourteen years of age, feill
Inspired toseek the Lord in prayer aud
obtain from Him a testimony coucern:
ing the truth asit is in Cbrist Jesus, [t
was on just such n Lright spring morn-
ing s that which Jdawned today that
he went out into the woods aud iu-
quired of the Lord which of all the
churches then existing was the Ltrue
one. He was born in a Jand of churches
and Biblee. He was surrgunded by
Eects, each ¢laiming to be the true
church of Christ, and it had never
dawned upon him but that one of them
wag jndeed right. But which this was,
he did not know. Reading in the
Epistle of James that “Ifany of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of (God, who
giveth to ali men liberally,” he deter-
mineu to put the word to the test, and
8o sought the Lord, beseeching Him to
hear and anewer his prayer. He
testiffes that at this bhis Arst aut-

tempt to pray orally, he was sejzed
by a mysterious power which paralyz.
ed his tongue and threatened him with
destruction, but he continued to pray
in his thoughts and just a8 be seemed

‘ahout to give way to thé antagonizing

ivfluence that had ‘sejzed him he saw
a light descending from heaven which
delivered him from his foe. In the
midst of the luminous plllar there ap-
peared two personager, one of whom
pointing to the other, sald: ‘“Thiz in
my beloved Son; hear him,*?

Thie was In” itself a strange revela-
tion tothe boy. The Scriptures teach
that man was created in God’s image.
Jenus told Hls diseiples that those who
kad seenr Him had meen the Father,
Paul says Chbrist was the express
imnge of the Father’s person. Bui
potwithstanding theee lestimonies, the
world bad forgotten the fact that God
is n person, and they had conjured up
a God without body, parte or passions.
They bad no definite fdea of Deity.
They could describe him no better
tban by saying He
Warms in the sun, refreshes in 1he breeze,
Glows in the slars, and blossoms In the trees.

Thia was the prevailing idea of God
when Joseph Bmith prayed tor en-
lightenment. Now, the Prophet testj-
flee that the glorious Beings who un-
swered his prayer were in the form of
men, and this was dJdoubtless a new
revelation to him, after baving beary
zl] bis life that God was 3 being with-
out personality.

He testiffes that be was told all the
cburches had gone astray. There had
been a nniveraal apostasy, dootrines of
men having been substituted for the
pure word of the Lord. The people
honored God "with their lips, wnile
their hearts were far rom Him. He
was therefore lnstructed oot 1o join
any of the existing churches. ‘The
heavenly visitants then withdrew.

This took pluce in the spring of the
Fear1820. Three years later, Moroni,
a holy angel, whose representative
figure now surmounts the capstone of
the Temple, visited him and pro-
claimed himself a messenger from the
presence of the Liord, He said he was
the last of & line of propbets who had
ministered to the Nephites, an ancient

eople who inhabited this continent.
gla showed Joseph where there were
records-—golden plates—hidden, giving
an account of the dJealings of the
Almighty with these anclent people.
With the records were deposiied an
instrument cailed the Urim and
Thummim, by the ald of which the
plates cuuld be transiated. Joseph was
told that God was about to begin a
great work nDecessary Lo prepare the
world for the glorlous coming of Christ
and the establishment of the Kingdom
w hich should never Le thrown down.
He wae afterwsrds enabled to ob-

Priesthood. The Aaronic Priesthood
was conferred upon Joseph 8mith and
Oliver Cowdery hy Jobn the Baptist,
who ordained them in the following
worde: ““Upon you, my servants, In
the name of Messiay, I confer the
Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the
keys of the ministerlng of angels, and
of the Gospel of repentance, and of
baptism by immersion for the remis-
wjon of sins, and this shall pever be
taken again from the earth, until the
sons of Levi do ofter again an offering
unto the Lord in righteousnesa.”
This event look place 'on May 15,
1529, while Joseph was engaged in
trapslating ihe Nephite record. By
virtue of this ordination they had
power to preach the gospel of faith and
repentance, and baptiem by immersion
for the remiesion of sins, but they had
not the authority to lny on hands and
bestow the Holy Ghost. To give this
power another Priesthood, the DMMelchi-
sedek, should in duetime, they were
told, be con‘erred npon them. This
was given to them when the time came,
under the hands of Peter, James and
Jobn, who held the keywof this Priest-
hood.

As soon as they had received the
Aaronic Priestbood,Joseph and Oliver
were told to baptize each other by im-
mersion,this being the only true mode
of baptism, typifying the burial and re-
surrection of Christ, the Redeemer.
They were given to understand that
sprinkling or pcuring water upon the
bend, or the baptism of infants wete
rites unauthorized of God. Joseph and
Oliver tberefore baptized each other by
immersipn, after having recelved
authority from God to do so.

On the 6th of April, 1830, theso two
men and o few othersn met in the house
of Poter Whitmer at Fayeite, Benecoa
county, New York, and organized the
Chburch of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saiute. Bix n.embers
partivipated 1np the organization.
Many lave had san Impression

that the total number of Baints at that
time was only six. But there had been
probably seventy-five persons haptized
by Joseph and Oliver prior to the for-
mal organization of the Church, It was
in order to comply with the law of the
State of New York, which required at
least six members to incorporals a
religious society, that this vumber
participated, but thero were others
ptesent at the meetlug to whom the
matter was pregsented, who consented
to the organization and declared them-
selves willing to receive Joereph and
Oliver aathelr aplritual teachers. This
fact should be a sufficient reply to
those who imagine that **Mormonism??
Is n eystem of coercior, that the
Prie«thiood indulge in high-bhanded pro-
cedure, regardiess of the rights of the
people. From the fiyst the docirine of

tain the plates from the hill Cumorab, |common consent has prevailed with
thiz being the name anciently glven|theLatter-day Salints.

to the hill, where Moroni, the last
survivor of the great hattle in which

the Nephites were destroyed, had de.|

posited the sacred records. This hap-
pened ahout the year 385 A, D,

Joseph obtalned and translated the
plates, which translation is now known
a8 the Book of Mormon, a history of
the house of Joseph und- the dealinge
of God with tbem, similar to His deai-
ings with Israel in the Qrient.

Anpyels again visited the youthfui
Prophet and conferred upon Llm the

The Book of Mormon was now pub-
Jished and scattered nbroad. The work
of God progressed. Att e closeof the
year, the Church wus communded by
revelation to move westward, to the
State of Ohio. One hundred and ¢ wen-

.ty-seven soulechad heen baptized there

by certain Elders who had gone west-
ward on a mieslon to the Indiane,
or as the Book of Mormon styles
then, Lamanites. These Iilders
had then proceeded on to Jack-
son County, Missouri, The Church



