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RELIGIOUS

sunday services
religious services were held at the

tabernacleTarjer nacle salt lakebake city sunday
april 10 1892 commencing at 2
pm president angus M cannon
presiding

the services commenced by the
singingringing the hymn commencing

god moves in a mysterious way
his wonders to perform

player by elder david H cannon
the choir sang

jesus once of humble birth
now in glory comes to earlearth

the priesthood of the seventh ward
officiated in the administering of the
sacramentcram t

BISHOP ORSON F

then addressed the congregation he
WB perfectly sincere he said in the
statementhent that he would have been as
well pleased if the lot hadbad fallen to
biome one else to address the assembly
this afterafternoonnoOD he had seen times
when to speak on such oceoccasions had
been a great pleasure and he hoped he
would feel the same before the services
were over at present however he
was somewhat ailing in body and more
or less indisposed to occupy that pos-
ition but he responded to the call
madede upon him in the hope that weak-
ness auldwould give way to strength and
thatabat be by the power of the spirit
blight be able to say something profit-
able

41 the speaker hadbad been a happy and
an interested auditor during the con-
ference just closed and rejoiced in the
fjord1 biord that he had been permitted to see
this day to witness the imposing cere-
monies attending the laying of the
capstonecap stone on the temple the pro
aeofeedingsedingsee clings of the late ge oralera conference
were among the most enjoyable he had
ever experienced in viewing the badt
congregations that had assembled here
during those proceedings he could not
but contrast the work otof god as seen to-
day with the past historybastory of hisbis people

contrasting the then and the now
tikethe small beginning with the present
achievement in soBO doing we can

some extent the truth of the
prediction of sixty years ago behold

marvelous work is about to come
forth among the children of men

it is now about seventy two years
inceisiace the prophet joseph smith then

a boy about fourteen years of age felt
loopinspiredired tofeekto geek the lord in prayer andaau
obtain from him a testimony concern
ing the truth as it is in christ jesus it
wag on just such a rightbright spring morn-
ing as98 that which dawned today that
liehe went out into the woods and in
quiren of the lord which of all the
churches then existing was the true
one he was born in a land of churches
and bibles hehb was surrounded by
toots each claiming to be the true
church of christ and it hadbad never
dawned upon him but that onoond of them
wowwas indeed right but which this was
he did not know readingbeading in the
IB of james that if any of you
lack wisdom let him ask of god who
livethveth to all men liberally 21 he deter

to put the word to the testteat and
aft sought theth lard beseeching him toZbaarw 1 auland answer his prayer heae
anti bee that at this hisbis first at

tempt to pray orally he was seized
by a which paralyz-
ed his tongue and threatened himbim with
destruction but he continued to pray
in hisbis thoughts and just as hebe seemed
about to give way to the antagonizing
iLii fluence thatthai hadbad seized him hebe saw
a light descending from heaven which
delivered him from his foe anthoin the
midst of the luminous pillar there ap-
peared two personage ps one of whom
pointing to the other said this Is
my beloved son bear him

this was in itself a strange revela-
tion to the boy the scriptures teach
that man was created in gods image
jesus told his disciples that those who
bad seen him had seen the father
paul says christ was the express
image of the fathers person but
notwithstanding these testimonies the
world had forgotten the fact that god
is a person and they had conjured up
a god without body parts or passions
theyrhey had no definite idea of deity
they could describe him no better
than by saying he
warms in the sun refreshes in the breezeglows in the stars and blossoms in the trees

this was the prevailing idea of god
when joseph smith prayed torfor en-
lightenmentlightenment now the prophet testi-
fies that the glorious boibeingsnga who an-
swered his prayer were in the form of
men and this was doubtless a new
revelation to him after having heardbeard
nil hisbis life that god was raa being with-
out personality

he tetestifiesstifles that he was told all the
churches had gone astray there hadbad
been a universal apostasy doctrines of
men having been substituted for the
pure word of the lord the ppeople
honored god with their lips
their hearts were far from him he
was therefore instructed not to join
any of the existing churches the
heavenly visitantstants then withdrew

this took place in the spring of the
year 1820 ththreereo years later moroni
a holy angel whose representative
figure now surmounts the capstonecapatobe of
the temple visited him and pro-
claimed himself a messenger from the
presence of the lord he said hebe was
the last of a line of prophets who hadbad
ministered to the Nephites an ancient
people who inhabited this continent
he showedbowed joseph where there were
records golden plates hidden giving
an account of the dealings of the
almighty with these ancient people
with the records were deposited an
instrument called the arim and
Thummim by the aid of which the
plates could be translated joseph was
told that god was about to bebegan1I a
great work necessary to prepare the
world for the glorious coming of christ
and the establishment of the kingdom
which should never be thrown down
ilehe was afterwards enabled to ob-
tain the plates from the hill cumorahCumo rab
this being the name anciently given
to the hillhil where moroni the last
survivor of the great battle in which
the Nep hitesbItes were destroyed hadbad de-
posited the sacred records this hap-
penedbened about the year A D

joseph obtained and translated the
plates which translation is now known
as the book of mormon a history of
the housebouse of joseph and the dealings
of god with them similar to his deal-
ings with israelianIsraisraelelinin the orient

angels again visited the youthful
prophet and contconferrederred upon him the

priesthood the aa priesthood
waa conferred upon joseph smith and
oliver cowdery by john the baptist
who ordained them in the following
words upon you my servantsservandaservanta luin
the name of I1 confer the
priesthood of aaron which holds the
keys of the ministering of angels and
of the gospel of repentance and of
baptism by immersion for the remis-
sion of sins and this shall never be
taken again from the earth until the
sons of levi do offeroffe againragain an offering
unto the lord in righteousnessrif ap

this event took place on may 15
1829 while joseph was engaged in
translating the record by
virtue of this ordination they had
power to preach the gospel of faith and
repentance and baptism by immersion
for the remission of sins but they hadbad
not the authority to lay on hands and
bestow the holy ghost to give this
power another priesthood the melchi
sedek should in due time they were
told be conferred upon them this
was given to them when the time came
under the hands of peterjpeter james andjohn who held the keys of this priest-
hood

AsA a soon as they had received the
priesPriesthoodchood joseph and oliver

were told to baptize each other by im-
in being the only true mode
of baptism typifying the burial and re-
surrection of christ the redeemer
theyey were given to understand that
8sprinklingrillkling or pouring water upon the
headbead or the baptism of infants were
rites unauthorized of god joseph and
oliver therefore baptized each other by
immersion after having received
authority from god to do so

on the ath of april 18801830 these two
men and a few others met in the house
of peter whitmer at fayette seneca
county new york and organized the
church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints six n membersembers
participated in the organization
many have had an impression
that the total number of saints at that
time was only six but there had been
probably seventy five persons baptized
by joseph and oliver prior to the for-
mal organization of the church it waswaa
in order to comply with the law of the
state of new york which required at
least six members to incorporate a
religious society that this number
participated but there were others
present at the meeting to whom the
matter was presented who consented
to the organization and declared them
solvesselves willing to receive joseph and
oliver as their spiritual teachers this
fact should be a sufficient reply to
those who imagine that Mormon lem
tois a system of coercion that the

indulge in high banded pro
cedore regardless of the rights of the
people promfrom the first thibthe doctrine of
common consent has prevailed with
the latter day saints

the book of mormon was now pub-
lished and scattered abroad the work
of god progressed at t e close of the
year the church was commanded by
revelation to move westward to the
state of ohio one hundred and atwon
ty seven soulshad been baptized there s
by certain elders who bad gone west jar
ward on a missionminion to the indiana law
or as the book of mormon styles
them Lama these elders
landbad then proceeded on to jack-
son county missouri ththe churchchuich


