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what does this pewly found Byriac
manysoript difler from the Peshito?

It Is further known that a 8yrian
bisbop, Philoxenius, In the 6th cenlury
trapsiated the New Testament into
Byriac. Thils version was revieed by
his successor. A nother 8yrisc vercsion
is thought to belong to tbe (fifth or
reventlh cebptury. It ie kpown as the
Jerusalem verslon.

The maind jwnporianece of these and
al] other ancien! verslops apd mapu-
paripts of the sacred writinge ie in the
evidence they furnlsh of the jdeutity
ip essentis]l points of our Blble with
that of the earliest Cburoh. But this
is pretty well established, It is Dot
denied that Biblical texts in the past
uges, occhslopally were modifled to
sujt tbe cbapnges tbat took place in
theologicsl conceptlope, but critice
have succeeded marvelloasly I restor-
Ipg the text to nearly its originl pue-
ity, The dlscovery of new mapu-
soripts may possibly reveal readince
which, If genuine, will shatter the ac-
cepted notions of modern ortbodoxy,
but even If the original writings of the
A postles spd Evapgelists were dig-
covered, they would not contradict
snytbing 1o the Bible ag we have it
todey, which fs uudoubledly genuine.
Modern theolo:y, bowever, is not al-
ways built on the Bceriptures but on
irfetences from the Boriptures, ‘These
Inferences may be jn danger from
new diecoveries; the eacred reporde
bemsslves are saie.
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MORE BLOODBSHED IN CUHINS.

Another marsacre is reported Irom
China, A mission statlon at Naop
Ching ie eaid to have been deatroyeu
and 8 number of converts Kkilled; and
notwithstanding the appeals lo the
Jocal autborities by the oconeuls, the
disturbances continue, It is hardly
poseible, on com paring the pacliying
statements by the diplomatic represen-~
tatives at Pekig with aotual ocourren-
ces, to silence the suepicion thav those
diplopante ate using as muUch energy
Ip beb -1f of the Chinese government
ap of the countries they represent; they
seem to mim at gquieting the eXcite-
ment the musiacres bhave caused in
the Chbristian world ratuer than to
compel efficient messures of protec-
tlon, snd tbe consequence I8 that no
soontr DA one message come slaling
that everything haes bean satiefantoriiy
arranged, thau apcther is flasbed
ugross the oceans that mote blood hus
been sbhed,

The fact is that the Chinese popular

tion, though nomliopally slaves to
the most arbitrary despotivm,
are mnot and cannot be, in

& malter of Lhis kind, restrajped by
jmperial ediots from followiog the
dietates of thelr own propenpsities,
planted in and nouriehed by traditions
and superstitions ss old as htstory.
Tbe mueses of the people labor under
the jdea that the ruler at Peuln Is s
monarch 1o whool all the worid pays
homage, and thai, econseguently,
Chipa fathe real **hub of the universe.*®
Undoubted)y the idea j» prevalent in
that country that tbe Chinese emperor
commanded his Rus-dan or Engiish
varsais to slOp tDe Japaners army on itg
march to Pekin, and that =all tbe
powers stand ready to obey him. Aes
Jong as xu¢h delusions ere fostered hy

the Chinese governmenlt.-»¢ bas becp
the cage in the recent past—uo fureigo
representatives cap make any lmpree-
siom on the people through uiplomatio
pegotiations, ‘They are more or Jess
faroical and ineflective,

Tbhe oply remedy is in bhumiliatiog
the authorities in Chinu jn the eyes of
the pation, to suoh ac extent tbatthe
lowliest Chinamun osn be misled oo
furtber as to the power of the **foreiun
doge’’ to protect their people and their
intereste In that conntry. How that
can be done effestusily is the question.
Eopgland ie not likely to be very sin-
ocere in her priceedings in behall of &
'ew missionaries, whose blood has been
phied onily in tbe cauee of clvilizition,
a8 long ae there ie aD opiuvm trade to
protect, which yields her miliions in
pvrofit. And it may bs gqueslioned
whetlier any other European couuntry
wouid feel Justified in t:king Chipa ia
bhand, Japsn migbt have done it, bad
vot Ruesia interfered.

It reeme imporsible, though, that the
world should much longer tolerate the
apirit that 1s manifest botti In esstern
and weatern Asla, Countrles entrusted
wilh the jight of oivilization bave re-
sponsibilities as well ap privileges, and

one of the dutles is Lo spread that Jight, |

until its rays sbsll encompars the
whole human family. As for China,
either a war or rebellion must come,
that the exieting orderolthinge may be
overturned aud 8 Dew era Insugurated.
The country must be given a responsl-
ple goveroment and the people lnsome
way be placed io a ositlon of mem-
bers of tbe fwmily of natione. The Ib-
tereste of the world would seem to de-
mand suome such arrongement before
long.

PREPARING IPRONES FOR MARKET.

The rajeing of prunes has bevn suc-
cesa’ully tried in many sactions ot this
Perritory, and the indusity is une that
promises to- be so remuuerative as to
sugges! ita prosecution on a mote ex-
teppive soale. But lu order that the
beat resuits may be obtaiped, it is nec-
vssury that correct metbode in the
bapdilpg, sorting and curing of the
fruit be employed, tbus correcting au
error and a negleot which in the past
has milftated to an Jncaiculable degree
ugainet the product of the Uliah or-
chardist. It is bardly mnece:sary Lo
eay Lhat Frenolh prunes have a repu-
tation exceeding all vthers; nad with a
view to giving local produoers the proo.
ess by which ¢rowers in that country
prepare their fruit for exportation, we
guole from a writer in the Bostoo
Herald:

As spon as the prumes nara barvested
they are taken to & building caliod the
iruitery, where they remain a few days
10 complete maturity. The fruilt ia then
subjected to not less than tbree, and fre-
quently tour, distinet cookings before be-
ing pronounced fit for the maricet. The
firsL two preliminary cookinge have ftor
ohjcot evaporation of water contained in
the iraii; the final cnoking, which dries
the fruir, imparta a certain brilliangy
much sought by buyers. You know
tbat rioph gloss? The sun dried prnnes
are most delicious to the taste, but Lhe
eXigencies of the tradedo 0ot permit of
such loug preparation. In seversl dis-
tricts of Frabce the most primitive
means are practiced In curing the fruit,
In Provence it is plunged in pois of
bolljng water, thyo placed in basketa and

keotly shaken until cool, when it is puat
upon long trays exposed to thesun’s
boat tocompletethe desiceation. AtDizne
the prunes are not gathered until
ripe. Women feei the fruit with their
pails to aveld injury to the soft pulp.
The fruit ir strung obn esmall twigs in
sguoh fashion as not to touch. These
slicks of Erunoa are stuck into atraw
trames, which are anspended in the sun
until the prunes easily detach from the
stick; the pit is then removed and the
samoa procers of sun drylog is gone
through with, and,when thoroughly des-
sicated, packed for market. The trayw
used in the rural distriota are quajnt af-
fairs, varying in form, dimensions and
construction, according to locality. The
peasants make them during the winter
months, and they are clumsy and cum-
bersome, and the only excuse 13 the
peasant cannot afford to buy and is not
skilful enough to make better ones. Per-
haps some day a little Yankee akill may
enter into tbim primitive cobstruction,
whiph is nDow a frame made of boop, to
whioh is fastened a wiockol-like bottom
1ashioned fromrushes and willow twiga.
Al least tbis ia the metbod of preparing
prunes in France. Tbe California fraft
growers may bave a better.
-

NTAND TO YOUR GUNS.

No great snccees in this world ever
camwe (o anpyY man who wae a quitter.
The winners are the ones who have

the pluck and perseverance. Ohetaclen
may arise {n the path, and may apopear
to multiply as the path progresses; but
esch one copquered or brushed aride
leaves oue [ese to meet nhead, Indeed

it almost invariably bappens that
courage and manhood in meeting Lhe
firet ones causes the others to flee

aflrighted away, the ordinary obstacle
sevms only to want to know what
kind of a chatacter it in to confront—

i this be brave and eturdy tbere ts n
shrinkage on the part of the opposing
elements, if not their meltlng com-

pletely into thin air, Nor will it do to
think tbe etrugg'e moust be shandoned

becaure all itg difficulties were- unfore-
seen or beoauze some of them are un-
worthy &od unjust. The would-be
victor muet be prepared Ior e¢very un-

toward event_-it I8 tbhe unexpeoted

that bappene. Trescbery and deoejt

are foes hard to meot, but they may

not be left out of any culculation whete
a figbt is oo hapd, Bometimes they

acbhleve u temporaey advantage, but if
lie who encounlers Lhem uoes down

bravely, bestill wine .oratly, and haa
meatertaily inoreased hijs stock of
friends.

To most of ue, life 18 & battle from
the oredle to the grave. Disease and
temptatien are tho common lat of man.
kind. Buat there are countiess other
trials that beset ue an individaals, and
no man’s experience i8 exactly like
that of any other, Fainine g of beart,
weakness of pUrpose, uncertain cour.
are both moral and phyeical—these
are the greatest enemies of the human
rage, Avalnst Apy of them A glear
conscience is the best urmor; while
tor weapons there is nothing to equal
hope, Birmneas and justice. [f to the
valiant uee of these he added stouiness
in cvnviction snd perreverance in
every proper line of action, the strug-
gle ja a serles of cusgueste. Vaollls-
tion bus wrought the rufn of many u
ieserving caune asd obham pion; prompt-
itude has won msny & victory for sn
unpopular man and movement. The



