T"fiE DESERET NEWS.

[Decessen 24, 1868,

——

goon drove the enery back to their | ne of
works in the rear of the city, although they
fought desperately, and dea't out death with
a beavy band, The Federals are represented
to have been not very me:ciful and many of
tbe enewny were slain in the s'reets of the
city before it was in cowplete occupation of
the grand army,

The d'vision under Gen. Franklin crrssed
three miles below the city, and met with but
little opposi ion while putting in their pon-
toone,

The morning of the 12'h was so foggy, that
everyth'ng was enveloped in cemparative
da kness most of the forenoon. The troops
are rerresente | to have been in moti n cross-
ing over at an early hour—Gen. Sumner’s
division taking the lead, followed ly Gen.
Hooker’s corps. There does not appear to
have been much fizhting dome on thatdarv.
On arriving on the south side of the river and
occupying Fredericksburg, Gen. Burnside as-
certained, from deserters, the natu e, position,
and s'rength of the enemy’s works, which
consisted of two long lines of batteries on the
heights back of the town, the first about a
wile dislan', the second a mile in the rear of
the fust. He also ascertained that the Con-
federates had concentrated a large force there
and in that vicinity, and that their command-
ers, Gens, Lee, Hill, Longstreet, S.ewart and
Jackson, were determined to fizht, and give
the “Yanikees a warmer reception than they
bad before received from the Confe 'erates on
any field of strile.

Oa the morning of the 13th, the several
divisions of the army having been arranged
as advantageously as possible,a general attack
was made upon the enemy’s lines and a most
desperate battle is reported to have been
fought, cowntinuing from  sunrise till
after dark. Gen. Frauwklin commeneed
the attack on the enemy’s right, commanded
by “Stoncwall” Jackson and gained some
little, bet no permanent advantage, in the
course of the day. The o'her divisions and
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THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.
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The long expected battle which was believ-
ed by thousands would deal a death blow to
the rebe lion and open the road to Richmeond,
by way of Frederick-bn-g, has been fought
at that place, and resulted in the most dis-
astrous defeat which the Federal arms have
sustained since the commencement of the
destructive  internecine war which is
yaging with maddening fury throughout a
large portion of our once free and happy
country. Conirary to the anticipations of the
goverrment and of the many who considered
the army of the Potomag invincible under the
brave and gal'ant Burnside, and (hat when
arrayed against the e:emy on the field of
battle would, under that celebrated com-
mander, annihilate the Confederate army
which bad teen assemb’ed at and in the vicin-
ity of Fredericksburg, to oppose the occupa-
tion of the right bank of the Rappahannock,
by the “Yaukee invaders,” the well ajpointed
814 thorou_hly disciplined army of the Poto-
mac, numbering, as per report, upwards of
oue hundred and eighty th.usand men, com-
manded by the best officers, as alleged, which
tke country could pr:duce, bas been defeated
and compelled to retire across the river, after
having occupied Fredericksburg four days,
and made several unsuccessful attempts to
drive the enemy from their works on the hills
11 the rear of the eity.

The details of the operations, from the
commencement to the termination of the ba'-
tie, or the series of battles, and the retirement
of the Union army to the rorth side of the
Rapnahannock, have not yet been received.
and the meagre accounts which have been
sent over the wires, are so discontected, that
it is quile impossible to give a very co cise
history »fthe movements of the Federaltroops
and of the conflicts in which the several divi-
wions of the Union army were engaged. The
first movement made by Gen. Burnside, is re-
ported to have been on the night of the 10th
inst,, and soon after, the enemy became ad-
vised thereof, and signalized the divicions of
their army, a'ong the Rappahannock by send-
ing up rockets to inform them that the
“Yankees” were coming. The work of con-
structing three pontoon bridges across the
river, at Fredericksburg, was commenced, as
siated, at five o’clock on the morning of the
11tb, and: when they had been about half
completed, the builders were compelled to
abauvdon the work anag retire, the fire of Lthe

enemy baving been so severe that the en- Qdﬂ.’t' H*Eht-_
gineers and workmen could not withstand its| 4 council of war, as stated, was held on

murderous:effects. They returned again te the Monday, when it was determined toretrea:,
wurk, and were again repulsed, According to |38 2Ny further attempt to carry the enemy's
the published statements, four unsuccessful | Works wou!d only result in the u!aug:hte!- of |
altempls were made during that day under the Federal troops with no prospect in view
cover of a heavy cannonade, which was kept | of driving the Coufederates from their posi-
up on the city and the enemy’s rifle-pits near | Lion, which, a correspondent declared were as
the bank of the river. Nearly ten thousand |impregnable as Sebastopol. To retire across |
rounds of ammunition are said to have beep | the river was considcred hazardous, and every |
fired by Gen. Burnside’s artillery, doing great | pPrecaution was taken to induce the Confeder-
execution, burning up a considerable portion |ate commanders to believe that the fight
of the business part of the town, and killing | would be renewed on Tuesday morning. Soon
and wounding scores of the Counfederate |after dark on Monday night the 15th, a heavy
troops. The carnage ‘sreported to bave been | win'l storm prevaillng, the retreat was com-
terrible. The entire army is said to have |menced, and before daylight on Tuesday
been under arms, near the river, ready to cross morning, the entire army of the Potomac

order from the left to the rght, were led to
the attack—Gen. Sumner’s division engaging
at ten o’clock, whenthe battle became general

and raged, as stated, with awful Fury until
the curtaing of night were spread over the
scene. Assault after assault was made upon
the encmy’s worke, but to no purpose, other
than to have b.ave men cut down by thou-
sands, as they marched upon the Confederate
batteries, determined to conquer or die, Some
little impression was made on the enemy by
Gen. Sumner’s division, as reported, in the
course of the afternoon, but at night, when
the battle en ed, he was compelled to fall
back, leaving his dead, who fell near their
works, on the field,—such was the murderous
ire of the enemy, that they could not be
brought away.

There was s-me fighting done cn Sinlay
the 14th, but bow much has not transpired.
It was reported that great preparations
were made on that day for a renewal of the
‘altack on the enemy’s works on Monday, but
so far as known, there was not much fighting

corps of the Federal army, in consecutive |

done af er the close of the conflict on Situr-

—

not for a moment be supposed, that such a
numerous and well-disciplined army, com-
manded by one of the bravest of men, would
have turned their backs upon their enemies,
until after their rarks had been greatly thin-
ned by the cperations of the fizht.

The reports relative to the losses sustained
by the Union army from the time it left Fal-
mouth on the night of the 10th, till its riturn
on the night of the 15th, are meager and not
very conclusive., The fi st statement made
of the casualties in Gen. Franklin’s division
represented that they amounted to about six
thousand, Gen. Sumuer’s division must have
suffered according to the various reports far
more than Franklin’s, one corps, that of Gen.
French, numbering seven thousand when it
went into the battle, coming out with only
twelve bundred men, The latest official re-
ports reduce the number of killed, wounded
and missing to less than twelve thousand,
which is ceitainly not very great, con-
sidering the number of men engaged. Of that
pumber only about twelve hundred are re-
ported killed. It is very evident that if the
loss ssustaiued were no greater than stated,
the fighting was not so desperate as repre-
senle.’.
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LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS.

The Legislative Assembly does not srem to
have done much busiuess, as yet, although
both branches have apparently been woving
as [ast and been as industrious as law-makers
generally are, and have, so far as our know-
ledge extends, evinced a disposition to do
whatever may be considered necessary for the
gocd of their constituents, individua'ly, and
the community generally, by enacting such
laws and making such provisions, during the
session, a8 will accomplish the objects desir-
ed, It is quite evident, however, that there
will be but little Jegisla‘'ion of a local nature
do e during the Twelfth Session, and that
but few bills, of any kind, will be passed, till
after the holiday ceremonies shall have been
performed. Several bills have been introduc

ed, soine of which have been under considera-
tion, and when the mill gets in first-rate run-
ning order, they will unquestionably be put
through, to use a m litary phrase, in “double
quick.” -

In the Council, on Tuesday the 16th, Mr.
Hyde presented a petition from Sanpete
county, asking for an appropriation for the
benefit of said county, which was received,
read ani referred to the committee on Claims
awl Appropriations. On the receipt of a
ymessage from the II,use, proposing a joint
sesgion of the Assembly at an early hour, a
committe2 was, on mo'ion of Mr, Carrington,
appointed to confer with a like committee of
the House in relation to the subject. Messrs.
Carrington ani Denson were appointed said
commiltee.

In the House, on Tuesday, Mr. Long
presented a bill for an act, constituting
county jails, prisons, and for other purposes,
which was read and referred to the commi:tee
on the Penitentiary. DMr. Bean introduced a
bill for repealing the law, now in force, in
relation to Territorial, county and city taxes,
which was referred to the ccmmittee on
Revenue.

A message was sent to the Council, pro-
posing a joint session of the two Houses, to
which an answer was Peturned stating that
the Council was not then prepared to meet
the House in joint session, and that a special
committee had been appointed by that body,
and asked tbe House to appoint one to confer
therewith on tbe su'ject, and designate a
time when it would be conven'ent for both
branches of the Legislative Assembly to meet
in joint session. The House concurred, and
Messrs. Taylor and Hatch were appointed by
the speaker to constitute the House commit-
tee for that purpose.

Mr. Bean presented.a memorial to Congress

—

over 2g soon as the bridges should be complet- had been transferred from. the south to the
ed, through the shower of leaden and iron ! porth bank of the Rappahannock, and th:
hail, whiech was hurled Japon them by the bridges taken up. £o well had the retreat
enemy most profusely from their batteries,|been planned, and so silently were the
rille pits and other works of defense which | movements of the warious divisions execute iy
had been prepared for the occasion, Every | that the enemy were now apprised. of what
eifort todrive the Confederates from their | was tran<piring. until the withdrawal of the
rile pits and earth works along the river|Grand Army from their front, and its deliver-
were unavailing until an enfilading fire was'ance from the snare intor which it bad beea
mads to bear upon them . so effectually that!|drawn, had been completed.

they were forced to abardon the pits which! Thusterminated the great battle of Frede-
enabled the engineers to complete two of the  rieksburg, which if not the-most sanguinary

for the establishment of mail routes in Wa-
satch, Summit and Morgan coun ies, which
was referred to the committee oun Petitions
and Memoria's.

In the Council, on Wednesday the 17th,
among other ma‘ters which were under con-
sideration, was the Act of Congress securing
homesteads to actual settlers, which the e m-
mittee on the Public Domain and School Lands
were instructed to examine, and make report
at an early date, relative to the advanlages

that may be expected to accrue to the people [ which was held

bridges, ard at aboyt five o’clock in the after-  “‘ever foaght on this continent,’” must bave

Rova Q¢ Iy cowmeueed crossing over and' been exceedingly ficrce and bloody, for it can-
b

the subject, The eommi tee on Roads,
Bridges and Ferries were also ins'rueted to
take into consideration the propriety of mak.
ing an appropriati n for (he construction of 5
road from St. George to Kanarrab, along (hs
Rio Virgin, and Ash creek.

Mr. Hyde introduced a bill for anm act an-
thorizing the issuing of executions against
Judgment debtors non-residents of {ha
county, in which judgment may be rendere ¥
which was referred to the Judiciary comm ¢

lee. |
[n the Honse, on Wednesday, the committes
on Roads, Bridges, ete., were instructed to
inquire into the condition of the Provo river
bridge, in Utah county, and of the State road
in that vicinity, and report what measurey
should be taken to re-construet the bridge
and r-pair the road, bo'h of which were washs
ed away or damaged by the  floods last sum-
mer, :
Mr. Wright p-esented a petition from La.
Fayette Granger, asking for a ferry franchis»,
securing the right to him to establish ferrieg
on Black’s and Ham’s Forks of Green river,
which was referred to the Appropriate com.

for mail service from Salt Lake City to Tooele
City, which was referred to the committe on
Petitions and Memorials.

Mr. Long pres nted a bill, for an zet, p e-
seriding the manner of assessing and collect-
ing Territorial and ¢ unty taxes, which, op

being read, was referred to the Revenue com-
mittee,

Carr'ngion from the special committes ar.
pointed to arran e for a joint session in cone
junction with a like comumittee of the House,
reported they had made arrangements for {he
holding of a joint session in the Council
Chamber, at “‘wo o’clock in the af.ernoon o}
th<t day, which report was accepted and the
Houre notified accordingly,

Mr. Cummings presented a petition, numer.
ously signed by the citizsns of Utah county,
praying for legislation to prevent the eylti
vation of obroom-corn, chocolate, etc., whieh
aix with sura- cinz, which waa referred
to the committee on Agriculture. He also pre.
sented a petition from the P:ovo Kanycn Road
Company, asking for the relinquishment of
of the claim of the Territory to said road,
which was received, read and refer ed to the

committee on Roads, Ferrics, Bridges amd
Kany:-ns. '

On the 18th, in the House, Mr. Tayler,
from the joint committee, appointed to
arrange for the holding of a joint session, re.
ported that they had agreed to hold the ges-
sion at 2 o’cl'eck that afterneon, which was
accepted. Some petitions were received and
referred, after which Mr. Rockwood, from
the committee on roads, &c., who had been
instructed to inquire into the condition of the
State road and,bridge across the Timpanogos,
at Provo, reported that the committee bad
discharged the duty assizned, and the result
of their inquiries was that they had beeoms
convinced that Utah county was abundantly
able to rebuild the bridge, and put the roads
in that counly in complete repair; and that
o appropriation of money to be paid out of
the Territorial Treasury was necessary for
that purpose. A protracted debate a.ose in
relation to the subject pending, whi-h 'he
hour arr ved for the holding of the joint ge. =

sion. The report was sub:equently referred
back to the committee.

At 2 p.m, the two branches of the Lrgisla.
tive Assembly went iuto joint session, and
after disposing of the business which was
presented for consideration and action, ana -
journment was taken till 2 p.m. on Friday,

There was not much business done in either
the Council or Hoise on Friday the 19:h,
The committee on Roads Bridges, etc., in the
Council, received instructions on motion of
Mr. Smith, to inquire into the propriety of
building a new bridge across the Sevier river,

I

{in Juab county, as the old one has becoms

greatly dilapidated. and unsafe for crossing,
Thecommittee on Roads, Bridges, Ferries and
Kanyons in the House were
enquire into the condition cf (he bridges
across the Weber and Ogden rivers, in
Weber county, anl of the Territorial Road
in the vicinity of those streams, and maks re-

port at an early date,

On the dissolution of ths Joint session,

in tbe afternoon, both

of this Territory therefrom, if any, and |branches of the Assembly adjourned.till. Tues-
‘whether any legislation was pecessary. on | .

day the 23iiinst, at 1 p.m..

In the Council, on Thursday the 18th, M:.

instructed to_

| mittee; and Mr. Kelsey presented a memorial |



