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it and to all laws made in pursuance
thereof

the provisions of the utah con-
stitutionution against the union of church
and state and providing for full re-
ligious toleration were then read to
the committee the falsehoods about
the I1 mormon church holding the
land were refuted and the speaker
went on to say

it is insinuated that perhaps after
the state was admitted into the
union the mormonscormonsMor mons having ob-
tained political control would changchange
the state constitution and deestareestab-
lish polygamy this is a mere con-
jecture without any fact or reason
to rest upon As the mormonscormonsMormons
never attempted to legalize poly-
gamy when in full control of the
territory in all the departdepartmentsmenis of
local government when there was
no law of congress forbidding that
ppracticetlce and when polygamists were
eleligibleib e to office and were promi-
nentn t in publicbublic affairs the pretended
danger

oyaof a possible establishment of
polygamy by monogamists is gro-
tesque in its absurdity and is no more
substantial than the shadow of a
tattered scarecrow all their mate
rial advantages and prospects are
against the supposition and the
power still in the hands of the con-
gress and the country to assume con-
trol over this practice by an amend-
ment to the federal constitution
would forbid such a useless step if
it were even desired or contemp-
lated

there is no ground for the similar
suggestion that gentile life and
property would be in danger if the
state of utah should be in the hands
of a mormon majority As under
the laws of the territory so under
the laws of toethe state would their
lives and property have equal pro-
tection with those of the mor
mons there have always been
gentile residents in utah incetincet the
territory has had sufficient inhabi-
tants to make business profitable
they opened stores in early times
and made considerable fortunes
they have never been molested
the dime novel stories that have
been circulated concerning mor-
mon atrocities are pure inventions
the men who make these new
alarms indulge in the same kinds of
extravagances and nightsflights of vain
imagination tolerance is in-
grained in the mormon theory
and has been marked and conspic-
uous in mormon practice and
itisit is only because the minority in
utah have maligned and sought to
displace or trampleleeponupon the rights
of the mamajoritybority featat such a sharply
defined antagonism between the
parties has been drawn in the past

and gentlemen of the commit-
tee ththereere is the source of all the op-
position0siton to statehood which comesfrfrom0m those who protest against ththis
movement that tois no secret it 1is
openly declared that unless they can
ggainain the political control the radical
gentile element of utah win fight
statehood to the bierendbitter end they
have striven at every sessisessionoft of con-
gress for manyman years to obtain a
legislative commission for the gov-
ernmenternniefit of the territory in which
they expect to gainfain

i a I1largearge majority
and also appointmentsappointments to the local

offices and then by franchisingdisfranchisingdis
every mormon grasp that domina-
tion of affairs which would place the
lives and fortunes of the people who
have transformed that des-
ert into a blossomingblossoming garden under
the arbitrary rule of a small but am-
bitious and aspiring minority in
making this statement I1 do not wish
to be understood that it applies to all
the Gengentilee of utah there are
many conservative persons among
them who do not care for political
positions and who if left to them-
selves bouli be willing that we
should have the rights and privil-
eges we seek

mr richards then read an article
from the chicago times of decem-
ber 27 1888 which has already ap-
peared in the WEEKLY
showing the objects of the radical
class here alluded to he then
closed his able speech as follows

gentlemen of the committee apart
from the prejudice which has been
created in the country and fostered
by a band oiof men who seek to ob-
struct because they cannot gain
control there is nothing against the
admission of utah into the union as
a state shall it be said that the
oldest and save one the most popu-
lous

pucauterritory in the united statess
must be arbitrarily denied a

acan form of government because
of a groundless prejudice will the
statesmen of this great nation hold
back from the performance of a pub-
lic duty through fear of clamor
raised bby ththeke designing and echoed
by the lnignorant0imant were it notdot for
the dust kicked up by a faction
whenever the question is considered
would not every member of this
cammicommitteee and of this congress see
and admit that utah is entitled
to local self government and that
all objections to it are baseless Is
it not both right and politic to settle
this so called problem in the only
way by which it can be effectually
disposed of why should a com-
munity of over lawlam abiding
people acknowledged to possess all
viethy qualities that constitute good
citizenship be kept in political
serfdom because of a noise made
over the bygone doings of a frac-
tional part of the population are
facts to be ignored and fictions to be
gravely considered are the lives
and works virtue and fidelity of the

i great majority of our citizens who
have never violated the law to
count for nothing because of the
plaintsplaines of a carping minority over
the alleged sins of a few enthusiasts
who take no part in this political
controversy

we appeal to the manhood the
justice the patriotism and the honor
of this committee we are ameri-
can citizens we are in numbers
wealth intelligence prospects andana
energies fully prepared for the duties
and responsibilitiesresponsibilities of free govern-
ment 11nothingth to the contraryaxy
can be blegalleged aaagainstainest ug that
is true or will stand the
test of investigation we ask for
that liberty which other citizens en-
joy and the rights and privileges
which the constitution guarantees
and we pledge to you our loyal and
faithfulfa support of those republican
institutions which are the pride and

the glory of the greatest nation un-
der the sun whose power we will
help to perpetuate and whose integ-
rityrait we will ever strive to maintain

duringluring the progress of this speech
which was delivered in a very im-
pressive

4
manner mr richards

was asked many questions which
while they interrupted him 4

served to bring out the pointsts he
made sharply and with telangtel force
at the close the chairman mr
springer called for the other side
but the governor who was visibly
agitated said he was not ready
judge mcbride also declined so
did mr baskin and the appendage
to the party P H lannanIrannan

finally mr E P ferry agreed
to come to the front and in a
weak way advanced some alleged
reasons why utah ought not to be
admitted the chief of these were
that when the mormonscormonsMormons came
weewestit they intended to leave the
united states the mormon battalion
was enlisted by the government as a
favor the U S flag was put at half
mamastt in salt lake city two or three
years ago on the fourth of july
there are no gentile teachers allowedallo
in the district schools and mor-
monmon services are held in the
school houses witnesses dare not tes-
tify in the courts and women are
afraid to tell who are the fathers of
their children the mormonscormonsMormons had
tried to tax eethe mines there were
67 men in 1887 aniand 29 in 1888 re-
ported0arted to the atahutah commission asgebeinging aupsuspectededed of polygamy the
keystone of the mormon ll church
was polygamy it was not made a
felonylony but a misdemeanor in the
proposed state constitution jandand
there was no advancement in it for
any one who does not enter into it
utah must not winecome into the union
till the majority of her people yield
cheerful obedience to the law

A few pertinent questions showed
the feebleness of these remarks but
mr ferry made them in a gentle-
manly way as the representative of
large mineral interests in the terri-
tory

A genuineenuine surprise was in
store forfor everybody mr bean
ex delegate from arizona came
forward unexpectedly and asked
to speak for a few minutes and
in a rattling speech proceeded
to defend the C mormonscormonsMor mons as an
honest temperate industrious and
law abiding coplepeople who had de-
feated him mn politicslipics but were L

known to him forr twenty years as
possessing all the qualities of the

neryery best kind of citizens this
was a bombshell an adjournment
was then taken till monday when it
was understood judge mcbride waswae
to make his speech and mr calnecaine
to follow each side to have in all
four hours each judge jere wilson
is to have the closing speech on the
affirmative

compliments from various sources
are numerous on the able opening
address and the discussion of thewthese
mattersmatte whatever the opposition
may avanceadvance cannot fail to be
beneficial ultimately to the cause
of freedom and right in utah

there is music in the air X
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