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it and to all lnws mnde in pursuance
thercof.

The provisions of the Utah con-
atitution against the union of ehurch
and state, and providing for full re-
ligiour tolerntion, were then read to
the committee. The falsehoods about
the *Mormon*’ Church holding the
land were refufed, and the speaker
went on to say:

It is insinuated that perhaps after
the Mtate was ndmiticd into the
Union, the Mormons, having ob-
tained politicsl control, would change
the State constitution and recstal-
lish polygnmy. This ir o mere con-
jecture, without any fact or reason
to rest upon. As the ‘Mormons’
never attempted to legalize poly-

my when in tull control of the
Territory in all the departments of
loca! government, ‘when there was
no law of Congress forbidding that
practice, and when polyganiists were
eligible to office and were promi-
nent in ;)ublic affairs, the pretended
danger of a possible establishment of
polygamy by monogemisis is gro-
tesque in its absurdity,and is no more
subwstantinl than the shadow of a
tattered scarecrow.  All their mate-
rin] advantages and‘ prospecis are
against the supposition, and the
power, still in the hands of the Con-
gress and the country, to assuine con-
trol over this practice by an amend-
ment to the Federal constitution
would forbid such n uscless step, If
it were even desired or contemp-
Inted.

There is no ground for the similar
suprestion that Gentile life and
property would be in danger if the
#tate of Utah should e in the hands
of n **Mormon’’ majority. As under
the Inwe of the' Territory, so under
the laws of the State would their
liveeand property have equal pro-
tection with those of the “Mor-
mons.”” There have always been
Gentile residents in Utah rince the
Territory has had suffieient inhabi-
tants to make busriness profitable.
They opened stores in early times
and made considerable fortuncs.
They have never been molested.
The dime novel stories thathave
been circulated concerning “Mor-
mon’’ atrocitivs are pure in ventions.
The men who make these new
alarms indulge in the saine kinde of
extravagances and Hights of vain
Imagination.  Tolerance is in-
grained in the “Mormon” theory,
and has-been marked and conspic-
uous in “Mormon? praetice. And
it is only becnuse the minority in
Utah have maligned and sought to
displace or trample upon the righta
of the maferity that such a nhari)ly
defiued antagoulsm between the
parties hns been drawn in the past.

And, gentlemen of the commit-
tee, therw is the source of all the op-
position to statchood which comes
from those who protest ngainst this
movement. ‘That is no secret. Itis
openly declared that,unless they can

in the politieal control, the radical
&utile elemeut of Utah will fight
statehood to the bifter.end. They
have gtriven at every session of Con-
fl'ws
leglnfat.iVe commigsion for the gov-
ernment of the Territory, In which
they vxpect to gain n large mujority,
and also nppoﬁltments to the local
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oflices, and then, by disfranchising
every Mormon, grasp that domina-
tlon of atfairs which would place the
lives and fortunes of the people who
have transfornmed that whilom des-
ert into a blessoming garden, under
the arbitrary rule of o muadl but am-
bitious and aspiring minority. In
making this statement  do not wish
to be understood that it applies to all
the Gentilez of Utah. There are
many conservative persons among
them who do not cure for political
positions, and who, if left to them-
selves, woull be willing that we
should have the rights and privil-
ereR we seek.

Mr. Richards then read an article
from the Chicago Zémes of Decemn-
her 27, 1888, which has already np-
peared in the DESERET WEEKLY,
showing the objects of the radleal
cliss here alluded to. He then
elosed his able speech as follows:

Gentlemen of the commitiee, apart
from the prejudice which has been
created in the country and fostered
by o band of men who seek to ob-
struct, because they cannot gain
control, there is nothing against the
admission of Utah into the Union ns
n ‘Btate. Shall it be sald that the
oldest and, save one, the most popu-
Jous Territory in the United States
must be arbitrarily denjed a repub-

‘ican form of government, bocause

of a groundless prejudice? Willthe
statesmen of this great nation hold
back from the performance of u pub-
ile duty through fear of clamor,
raised by the dealgning and echoed
hy the ignorant? Were it not for
the dust kieked up by a faction
whenever the guestion is congidered,
would not every member of this
committee and of this Congress sve
and admit that Utah 1z entitled
to local self-government, and that
all objections to it are baseless? 1s
it not both right and politic to settle
this so-calle(f problem in the only
way by which it can be effectually
disposed of? Why should a com-
munity of over 200,000 law-nbiding

:ople, acknowledged to possesa nll

e guahties that constitute good
eitizenship.,, be kept in political
serfdom becnuse of a neise made
over the bygonu doings of a frac-
tionnl part of the population? Are
Incta to be lgnored and fictions to be
gravely consldered? Are the lives
and werks, virtue and fidelity of the
preat majority of our citizens, who
have never violated the law, to
count for nothing, because of the
fluinbﬂ of n carping minority over

he alleged Rine of a few enthusiasts
who take no part in this political
controversy?

We appeal to the manhood, the
justice, the patriotism,and the honor
of this comnuttee. We are Amerl-
con citizens. Weare in numbe
wealth, intellirence, {)ruspects an
energles fully prepared for the duties
and responsibilities of frve govern-

ment. Nothing to the contrary
can be alleg againet ug that
is true or will stand the

test of Investigntion. We sk for
that liberty which other citizens en-
Jn{l, nnd the rights and privileges
which the Constitution guarantees
and we pledge to you our loyal and
fuithful support of those republican
institutions which ave the pride and

the glory of the greatest nation un-
der the sun, whose power we will
help to pm-ll:etuatu. and whose integ-
rity we will ever atrive to maintain.

ring the progress of this speech,
which was delivered in o very im-
pressive  manner, Mr. Richards
was asked many questions, which,
while they int.errupbe&i him,
served to bring out the points he
made sharply and with telling force.
At the close, the Chairman, Mr.
Jpringer, called for the other side;
out the Governor, who was visibly
1gitated, said he wns not rendy.
Judge McBride nlso deeclined, so
iid Mr. Baskin and the appendage
w0 the {mny P. H: Lannan.

Finaily, M. B. P. Ferry agreed
o come to the front, and in a
weak wny ndvanced some alleged
rensons why Utah ought not to be
admitted. The chief of these were
:hat when the ¢“Mormongs’ came
wort they intended to leave the
United States; the Mormon battalion
was enlisted by the government as o
favor; the U. 8. flng was put at halF
mast in 8nlt Lake City two or three
years ago on the Fourth of July;
there are no Gentile teachers allow
in the District Schools, and “Mor-
mon?’ services are held in the
school houses; witnesses dare not tes-
tify in the eourts, and women are
afrnid to teil who are the futhers of
their children; the “Mormons?? had
tried to tax the mines; there were
87 men in 1887, and 29 in 1888, re-

rted to the Utah Commission as
g?:ing auspected of polygamy; the
keystone of the ¢Mormon’’ church
wna polygamy; it was not made n
felony but a misdemeanor in the
pro| state constitution, and
there was no ndvancement in it for
any one who dous not enter into it.
Utah niust not come into the Unfon
till the majority of her people yield
cheerful obedience to the law,

A few pertinent questions showed
the feebleness of these remarks, but
Mr. Ferry made them In a gentle-
manly way, as the representative of
lnige mineral interests in the Terri-
tory.

A penuine suiprise was o
store for everybody. Mr. Bean,
ox-Dulegate from Arizona, came
forward unexpectedly and nsked
to speak for n few minutes, and
in a rattling specch procecded
0 defend the ‘“Mormons’ as an
honest, temperate, industrious and
Inw-nbiding peopie, who had de
feated him in litics, but were
kpnown to him {or twenty years as
| possessing all the qualities of the

very best kind of citizens. This
! was n bombshell.

was then taken till Monday, when-it

was understood Judge MebBrido was
| to make his speech, and Mr. Caine
to follow; ench side to have, in all,
four hours cach. Judge Jere Wilson
isto have the ¢losing speech on the
nflirmative,

Complimenta from vorious sources
are numerous on the able opening
address, and the discussion of these
matters, whatever the opposition
may advance, cannot full to be
beneflicial ultimately to the cause
of freecdom ond right in Utah.
¢“There & musi¢ in the air.”? X,

wasninaron, D. C., Jan. 12
1889.

An adjournment

Thedn



