all the credit for that reformation, for
the change, and for that manilestation
of the spirit of love within the heart of
. thy brother.”?
But Christ knew very well that
some people would Dot listen unto these
overtures of forgiveness. So He says:

“RBat if he will not hear thec, then take.

with theo obe or two more, that in the
fnouth of two or threc wilnesses every
word may be established.'

If he will not hear thee, in all proua-
bility he wiil afterwards I_;ervert thy
words., If he is fllled with the ppirit
of hate, which s the spirit of the devil,
he will not speak of thee with love.
Therefore take witnesses with tbee,and
all strive with him.

*And if he shall neglect to hear them,
tell it noto the church; but if he neglect
to hear the chureh, let him be unto thee
As a hoathen man and a publican.”

Here we find & certain course of pro-
cedure laid down, marked off by stages,
rising one above another like appellate
conrts. If the offender will not hear
thee alone, take others with thee. 1f
he will not hear them, then take it to
the proper tribunals and et it bwe in-
vestigated. And If he will cot yleld
to the authorlties of my church and be
not moved, then, as far as thy brother
in the ohurch is concerned, he shall be
unto thee like & heathen mau and a
publican. .

Now. Peter had been listening nuto
that, Some other verses on a subject
slightl£ foreign are then interposed.
cau still imagine the fishermanA postle
pondering over in hie mind all that the
Bavior had s&aid, and then sarousing
from that state of thought to address a
Questipn to his Master, referring to the
Bubject that had besn under discussion
8 sbort time before. “But, Lord, bow
often shall [ forgive my hrother???
Perhaps Peter bad in mind somebody
that had been offending himeself, and
he kpew that a8 oftenm as he forgave
him, so often would that man oftend.
They came the answer: ““Forgive
without limit. Let thy forgiveness be
without stint; let it be in finite, Extend
forgiveness unto thy brother whenever
he ig deserving of it; for as you forgive
him so will your Father in heaven for-

v _”
glAen{!m:ve might go further nnd quote
other words. When the Master wae
teaching His people how to pray,among
other things, He said: “Prayin this
wige; Forgive us our trespazsee.”” Bui
the prayer did not end there. Thl.nk
of the subsequent provision: ‘Forgive
uR pur trespasses, B8 We forgive them
that trespass against us.”? He did not
teachHis people to pray for forgiveness

except upvn that condition. Do not
pray to the Master, the God
of heaven, to forgive you for

your trespasses If you wiil not forgive
thnse who have trespassed against you,
Thus did He seek to make it clear unto
them by means of a parable—a story of
earthly things with n heavenly mean-
fng atiached. Oftendid He teach them
in parables, There wasa certain king,
He said, who wished to take aocount of
his gervants, and he called one to him
that owed him ten thousand talents.
That is a very !arge sum. We are told
that s talent cotrespondeud, slthough
there ure varying opinions as to its
exact value, to about seven hundred
apd fifty ounces of sllver. And this
amount, therefore, would have o#f-
tainly i)een many miilions of dollars.
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But I believe theBavior desired simply
to indicate by that a tremendous sum.
““What,!’ say you, ““wag it possible for a
man in thatday toowe unto hie king so
large an amount??” [ have yet to find
the first insfance of the Bavior giving
an illnstration tbat was pot in every
way appropriate. Yes, in that day
there prevailed this custom: the king of
a country had a right to give unto
certaln men whom he chose to appoint,
the privilege of farming the taxes in
particular regions, on the consideration
that thoeet persons should pay a certain
amount into the royal treasnry; and
after the man bad been sp appointed,
then he would seek to levy taxes upon
the inhabitants of the district and to
collect from them, paying the etipulated
amount unte tbe king, and taking all
that came in. And here was nhe who
was behind in his accounts. He owed
his master ten tbousand talents. And,
learning of the fact, the king became
angry; ;aod finding also that the man
had not the money to pay, he ordered,
in accordance with the lnw of that day,
that the debtor sbould be sold., We
learn that it was the prevailing cuatom,
that if a man fell into debt and had no
means to extricate bimself, if he had
no houses to sell, no cattle and anjmals
to dispose of, no lapd to put up =zt
market, no stores of silks and satins,
and oruaments, and preciousstones, to
use in paying that debt, they would
como even clofer to him and take him-
self. If he had pothing in the world
but hisown body, that body had to be
taken and to be sold into slavery, thu
amount that was realized going to pay
the debt. And if he would not bring
enough in theslave market of that day,
then his wife should be sold, and bis
children should bhe sold into slavery
algo, and his whole household should
be put up at auotion, ae it were, with
the ipmates thereof, that the debt
might be properly satisfied. Andin
this the king ordered no improper thing.
Nay, you do not see a single in-
timation that the man himeslf thonght
the penalty was upjust. He did not
argue with the king tbat that wasa
very hard sentence. He knew tho
law. He bad contracted the debt and
he could pot pay it. Therefore he
must be made a slave in order that
the debt;may be in somoe way satisfled,
and tbe ends 'of justice reaghed. Bo
he commenced to supplicate the king.
He was humble and sued at the feet of
the king and eaid, “Lord, have ps-
tience with me and I will pay thee all.?*
And the king?’s heart was tilled with’'
love for that man, that he was willlng,
apparently, to do what he could to-
wards honorably paying the debt; and
the king forgave him the whole
amonnt.

But this man had others owing him,
and golug out from his master’s pres-
ence he met one of his own fellow rer-
vants that owed him a8 hundred pence,
How much is that? Well, according
to the most liberal allowance given to
the ancient ooine, A penny Would cor-
respond to about fifteen cents of our
mobey. Here came 8 manowing that
small amount—we will say fifteen dol-
lars. He had just been forgiven the
sum of millions, and finding that man
in his way, he commenced to dun him
for the money, The man protesting
that he could not pay, he seized bim,
a8 he had the right to do, the law per-
mitting the creditor to take the debtor
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and cast him into prison. But eaid the
servant ‘‘Have patlence with me, and
I will pay thee all.?” The very words
being eo like thoee that he had uttered
unto his king but a short time before,
shonid have awakened witbin his
heart a remembrance of the mercy
that had been extended nnto him. .
But thin had no effect. He cust the
man ipto prison until he should pay
the debt. But the king heard of it.
The king realized that those were not
works meet foer repentance; that mercy
conld net be extended to eueh A man, -
unless the enda of justice were frus-
rated aud trampled under foot. Mercy
to the man that deserves It, Mercy to
the man tbat is mercifu). Mercy to
the man that knows how to appreciate
mergy. Did you ever know the Master
to cast pearls before swine? Did you
ever know Him to extend a favor to
the man that would not appreciate it?
Did you ever know Him to give the
gift of repentance to a man who did
pot show himeself in some way wotthy
to receive that gift? Mercy to the man
that did not know what mercy was?
Tenderness to the creatnre that had no
tender feeling within his heart? Love
for the being that looked upon it as
a thing that was light and worthless?
No mercy for such a one. And his
Lord then pronounced the full sen-
tence upon bim. Mercy canunot be
given. Justice demands that he ghall
be made an example of. He will not
folgive his fellow, and ‘Bo likewise,*’
says the master, “shail my heavenly
Father do also unto you, if ye from
your hearts forgive pot every one his
brother his treapasses.”’

And I find in every dispensation
sincethattime the Liord has re-enacted,
ap it were, that great law, He has
taught that forgiveness should be un.
limited; that it is a dnty that men owe
unto others to forgive them; for they
will not become like unto (God if they
have not room withintheir hearts for
unbounded forgiveness. And then to
encourage us. He points out that if
we do not forgive others, we will not
be forgiven; and [f we do forgive
others, 8o shall we be forgiven.

What says the Lord in thin day and
age of the world? The Latter-day
Saints are peculiar in that they bave
certain works which they regard as
authentic, in addition to the Bible.
The Bible is to them the first standard
work of theChurch. Itisto them the
law. It i given untothem with the
voice of the Divine Being Himself.
The statutes that are there laid down
the laws that are there prescribed, they
regard as bindlng in every way. But
they have some other work also; and
our enemies are apt to judge us and
say that we make other workssuper-
cede the Bible; that we take other
books and put them ahead of the Bible.,
I have thought that it would ut least
be consistent for such objectors to make
an attempt to show one instance in
which the doctrines of these other
works contradict tbe doctrines of tho
Bible, They are in strict harmony,
For insfance, I turn to n vasssge in a
revelation given unto the Chureh ln
this day, when the Lord spoke again
with just as unmistakable a voice as
He spoke unto Peter and Peter’s fel-
low disciples in the days gone hy.
What raid He uato the peopls in this
day? You will find itip the G4th seo-
tion of the Doctrine and Covenants,



