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I doubt whether the ideal one has yet'

been proposed. I am now having in-

formation upon this subjcct collected | put into government bonds.

all parts of the world. Nearly
::roer:ly nation of Europe has a postal
savings system of its own. These sys-
tems have been Iln operation for years
and by looking them over we can take
the best elements of each and form a
new system for ourselves that would
be especially adapted to our conditions.
I think, perhaps, the Canadian system
jg about as near what we want as any-
thing that is now in existence. I am
- getting a great deal of information
from the postoflice department there
and when Congress meets I shall be
able to answer almost any guestions
which are asked me on the subject.”
“But, general, can you not give me
gome of the features of such banks?"
uphe jden,” replied General Gary,
would be to make the postoflices all
over the country banks of deposit,
where the people could put their sav-
ings in small amounts and ugon which
they would receive a low rfte of In-
terest. IDach depositor would have a
book, the - postmasters would take the
money and credit the deposits on the
hook, forwarding the money ta Wash-
ington for investment. In case the
man weanted his money, all he would
have to do would be to call upon the
postmaster, and it would be pald him.
There would of course be certain re-
strictions 08 to the amounts of  de-
posits, the time allowed for wlthdraw-

ther things.'
al..?;l—ngvosma.[l an amount would

o deposit?”
be--rifmf ltlea would be to make It very
amall in order that the poorest might
be able to use the system.”

“But how small, general? Would a
deposit of twenty-flve cents be re-
celved ?"’ b

«1 think the deposits might be even
ep than that. We have dime sav-

one

8mall \
ke in Baltimore, which are
235:: Eg?ronized, and I helleve there

e aavings banks which take
g;:o:ﬁ;n of one nickel. In the French
postal savings banks deposits of one
franc or twenty cenis are received and
in order to encourage the people to
gave, postage stamps are accepted as
a deposit when their value reaches a
franc. In some of thc countries they
have stamps which can be bought and
pasted upon 2 card until an amount is
reached equal to the smallest allowa-
ble deposit, & franc, for instance,
when it ts credited on the dcpositor's
book, In some of the countries they
have school hanks connected with the
gavings banks. There are thousandds
of school banks in France, in which
the children can deposit a cent or
more at a time. A record of the
amounts is kept hy the teacher and as
soon as a child's deposits have reached
a franc the credit is made on the postal
savings bank books. There are penny

banke in England, which are some-
what simiiar."
“How much would be the largest

amount recelved?”

“Phat is a gquestion I am not ready
to answer.” replled General Gary. “I
can't say how much ene person will be
allowed to keep on deposit. The limit
will probably be somewhere between
one thouysand and five thousand dol-
lars. It would not be best to hava
the limit very high, as the hanks are
for amall savings and not for the In-
vestment of the money of the rich.”

“What would Uncle S8am do with =o
much money? The suims deposited
would be very great. The amounts In
the English savings banks represent
an finvestment of $10 per capita. If
fhe same ratio should prevall here you
would have geven hundred and fifty
million dollars on your hands. What
could the government do with it?"

‘““Phat is another serlous question,”
replied General Gary. "IS we were llke

some of the nations of Europe and be-
lieved in a government debt it could be
We think
differently, however. We do not bhe-
lieve as Ben Rutler did, ‘that a nation-
al debt fs a natienal blessing." 8Still.
even If the debt were paid there will
be plenty of places to invest the money
for 'years to come. There will be state
bonds, city bonds and other secure In-
vestments. We are only on the edge of
our development as a nation. We have
seventy mlilion pcople. Our country
will support seven hundrd million. Un-
til we fill up we will always have need
of great sums of money. Our industrial
future has possibilities beyond concep-
tion, and there js public Improvements
of different kinds which will be under-
taken, the bonds of which will be safe.
My ldea is that the money =hould be
reinvested, so that the profita would
pay all the expenses of the postal Bav-
ings bank system. I think we could
eanily do this.” :

“But would there not be great danger
of defalcations? Government officials
would be tempted in handling so much
money.”

I think not,” replied General Gary.
“We would surround the system with
suflicient safeguards to protect it. Take
the national banking system. See how
it j¢ guarded. If = national bank
breaks over the rules a bank examiner
is there the next morning to inqulre
into the action. I think the govern-
ment could regulate the savings banks
quite asg easlly as it does the national
Banks."

“Would we not have some of the
postmasters skipping off to Canada?"

"No,” replied General Gary. “The
postmastera would have but little
money on hand at one time. They

would have to send the money on to
Washington almost as fast as they re-
cejved it. The rule might be that they
would =send dally aecounts. They
would also have to give bonds, so that
there jvould be no danger of loss
there."

“Woti1ld not such a system vequire a
new clerlcal foree?"

“No, not to any extent,” replled the
postmaster general. "Our postal ma-
chinery 1s already organized. DMany
of the postmasters have more time
than they can use, and It will only be
in the larger places that more clerks
would be needed.”

"Give me in a word, general, what
you think would be the greatest ad-
vantage from such banks.”

“I have not gspoken of the chief
profit that the government would get
from then1,” replied General Gary.
“Their rreatest advantage to us
would he In the patriotlsm which they
would Inculeate among the people.
Every man who has a dollar In the
Postal Savinga bank will bhe a better
American citlzen. He will feel that
Nhe has an interest in the government
which has charge of higs money and
Is paying him Interest on it, He will
work hard to support it and will fight
for it. The men who have money In
the savings banks are not goling to
join mohs to burn up property. You
will not find them among the slcialists,
and they will be eareful not to injure
the government credit. Such banks
will do much te break down the feel-
fng between the rich and the poor.
They will make our people more thrif-
ty, more self-regpecting and more
patriotic.”

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

Rock Hill, 8. C., Sept. 26. 1897.
The present time finds myself and
companion, W. E. Dawson of Weston,
idaho, at the home of Brother Samuel
McFadden, after a walk of twelve
milles since we broke our fast with the
Lamanites. During the past week we

have held a series of sixty-nine mect-
ing and in doing so0 we have had our
testlmony strengthened greatly in the
Gospel, which we know to be, as Pau|
says, ‘‘the power of God unto salva-
tion.”

I arrived In South Carolina Nov. 17,
1896, at Seneca City, Oconee county.
The traln stopped and I stepped off
alone, a stranger in a strange land.But
1 soon found a man who sald he knew
where Elder James A. Smith llved and
would drive out in a bUuggy for the
nominal fee of 256 cents, an offer which
I accepted. But as with the boy who
gave all his coppera for the whistle,
s0 it was with me, for we had scarcely
got comfortably seated ere we were
there, and I came to the mental con-
clusion that I had no business with
money anyway. As Elder Buckwalter,
who was released, was golng home, I
proffered him my remainlng few cents,
and took it without purse or scrip.

Sometimes my falth fn that line has

heen put to pretty severe "tests, but
I have always felt, as our beloved
Prophet Joseph Smith says, When

God commands obey! “Therefore let
no man among you {(for this command-
ment is unto all the faithful who are
called of God in the Churelh unto the
ministry), from this hour take purse
or scrip, that goeth forth to proclaim
this Gospel of the kingdom.” Doctrine
and Covenants Sec, 84, paragraph 86.
The news of my arrlval spread like fire
among the dry grass of a prairle, and
in the evening there was quite a gath-
ering to hear the new preacher. How
I got through it I never Knew but I
managed to feed them second-handedly
for the space of thirty minutes, being
myself fed in turn by the Fountain of
all truth.

My first companion was Elder John
Martin, We took up our labor among
the Saints pending the arrival of fur-
ther instruction from President Samuel
P, Oldham, and the Lord blessed us
exceedingly and richly rewarded us
and also His SBaints for the faith they
put in HIs promises, Many of them
were healed from thelr infirmities im-
mediately; notably was this the case
with HBrother Willlam More; he at-
tempted to get up in the morning but
found that he could not rilse; we hur-
riedly dressed and administered tq him
and he arose and went about his work
praising God.

After a space of two weeks instruc-
tions came to the effect that our
presence was necessary at Antreville,
a small town in the north center of
Abheville county, Thither we bent
our steps, traveling the first day In a
anow storm, whieh was not a very
agreeable introduction, but one which
I bore as best I couid. According to ap-
pointment we met there Blders Call
and Haskell, the former of Idaho, the
latter from Colorado. On the Hth of
December we four met Elders Glen of
Salt Lake City, B. E. Chatlain of
North Ogden, Adraln Wllcox of Ly-
man, Idaho, and Elder 8. P. Oldham
of Paradise. We then repaired to the
woods (with which this country
abounds) and there ae a band of ser-
vants of the lowly Nazarene, we as-
scmbled ourselves in a Priegthood
meeting for an hour. I was then as-
slgned to labor with Elder Call in
Abbevlile county, where we labored
until the 22nd of February, 1897, when
we finished canvassing the county and
were assigned the county of Anderson
to ecanvass. We continued our ]Jabor
there until the annual conference,
which convened May 16th and 16th,
near Soctety Hill, Darlingten county.
I was asslgned to labor in York
county with Jos. W. Parker; he was
released to return home on the 23rd of
June and I continued my labor until
the present with Elder Dawson.

We have much to rejoice over, and I
feel always that God takes note of

=



