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I am very much pleased in having an
opportunity to make a few remarks to this
Conference., 'The subjects that have been
presented to -our consideration are fraught
with many very interesting refleelions,
Every privilege that isafforded us of meet-
ing together in the capacity of Conference,
and taking a retrospective view of the pas
zives us a chance to behold the greatan
marvelous success that bas hitherto attend-
¢d our labors, as the servants of God, in
this great and glorious work of the redemp-
sion of Israel and the gathéring of the Lat-
te¥-day Saints, from the four 31:1:1'1:&1'3 of
the world, to establish the Kingdom of God

| on the earth in the last days.

There are many peculiarities that dis-
tinguish the order of things pertaining to
the work of God in which we are engaged,
{rom the different systems of religion that
are to be met with in Christendom and
thronghout the wvarious parts of the world.
What we do we perform in the name of
the Lord God of Israel, and are willing to
acknowledge the hand of the Almighty in
everything we do. When Moses stood
forth as the deliverer of the Children of
Israel from their Eg}rp_tian hﬂﬂdﬂgﬁ, he did
uot present himsell in the mannerofa
eommon deliverer,but he went in the name
ef the Lord God of Israel, having been
commanded to accomplish their redemp-
tion by the power and authorit which bhe
received {from God. And from moment
that he ap beiore them i]:l_. this ca 3
eity, until he had accomplished
work, he acted in and through the
pame of the Lord,and not by hisown
wisdom or ingﬂnuitf’ nor becauyse he pos-

. sessed superior inte ﬁgenca to the rest of

‘mankind. The Lord appeared to him in the

' burning bush, and commanded him to go
forth and accomplish acertain work; which
goncerned the peace, happiness and salva-
tion of a great people; and its success and
prosperity depended upon the carrying out
of the order of things revealed to hira by
the God of Heaven, HIS success and pros-
perity were made perfectly sure from the
fact t{at the work to which he was assigned
was not a thing of his own invengion, but
it emanated from Jehovah.

A great deal of speculation might have
been entertalned by some in reference to
wis mode of procedure. There might
have been some things in the working of
the system he introduced that were very
disagreeable to certain parties whom they
eoncerned—to the government of Egypt
and King Pharoah, for instance; but that
was a matter of very small consideration.
with him and with the people whom he
had oceasion to deliver from bondage.

It is 8o in reference to ourselves. The
great work now being aecomplished—the
gathering of the people from the patinns of
the earth had nat its origin in the mind of
any man or -any set of men; but it eman-

ated from the Lord Almighty, Joseph
smith received a revelation and command-
ment from the Lord, to go forth and preach
the gospel of salvation to the nations of the
earth, with power and authority to baptize
those who would repent of their sins and
be immersed in water for the remission of
them; he was also commanded to p

the gathering to them, that a people migh
be deawn together Who.would bs willing
hearken to the voice of the Lord and kee

His laws,that a righteous seed might there-
by be preserved when the great day of His
wrath should come. ' This
reached, and thousands -of Saints have
n gathered from almost all parts of the
globe, who are now scatiered through-
out the length and breadth of this Territory,

making farms, building huumi planting |
; er

orchards and reclaiming the soil; er
rillam:uwna and cities where nothing bu
wild beasts and savages used to roam, and |
causing the desert to blossom as the rose, +
Yet all this has not been accomplished by |
human wisdom, although the enemies of
the Saints would try to make the world |
helieve g0; it has been done by the wisdom
and power of < Almighty* God, whose out-
stretched arm has over His Saints, 1
preserving them from evil of every kind,
Jesus,while traveling here on earth,fulfill-
ing His mission, told the people He did
not perform the miracles he wrought

&nﬂn%

was | liberations There was nothin

pas

monism.” Great men admire the effects
that are produced by its cép;rﬂinnu, or the
work of preaching the pel, gﬂlﬂﬂﬂg
the people from the pations of the earih
and settling them in this anritnrjj in es-

poverty and distress, and placing them in
a prsition where they can sustain them-
selves and have an opportunity of educating
their children and gathering around thew
t?Ei il:t&ﬂeaamriﬂs, comforts and conyeniences
of life,

People admire the prosperity of the Lat-
terday Saints, they ad?u ire the wisdom that
18 manifest in the perféct organi ob-
servable in their ecities, towns sod settle-
ments, and the unity existing aODESL
them. They are struck with the peace
good oider that reign in our midst, Whi
are not found, to the same extent, 11 any
of the cities of the United Stales or Europe.
One hundred and fifty thousani people,
who have been gathered from the poorest
classes of persons and brought from the
various nations and established in pros-
perous and happy circamstances, are ad-
mired by every one. But all this is being
done in the name of the Lord, and profess-
edly through the commandments, of the
Almighty; and herein lies the difficully.
Our acknowledgement of the hand of God
in what we do is something they they do
not approve of. If we gathered: the people
from the various nations, built cities, towas
and villages in our own name, and in our
own strength and wisdom, and gave our-
selves the honor and glory, we should be a
very admirable people indeed, and evary
body would admire the “Mormons,” and
would be pleased with our operations; and
a8 far as the influenee of politicians and
mem bers of Congress is concerned, it would
be employed in obtaining our admission in-
to the Union as a State,

It may beconsidered by some as unfor-
tunate, that we have a principlein the oper-
ations of “Mormonism’ so disagreeable
and annoying; but we cannot help it, This
work is not one of our own getting up, und
we have notthe responsibility of its success
resting upon us. Jesus says Himself' that
be would have been received by the people
if He bhad sought the honor of men, If He
had noteome in the name of His Father,
but simply in His own, the people would
have received Him, honored Him and made
Him King of the Jews: and all would have
been agreeable, pleased and satistied,

1t was said by the Prophet that Isrnel
should be seattered, that they should be
sifted among the nations, and in the latter
days they should be gathered out, two from
a city and one of a family, and there should
be a time when the people would be gath-
ered from the nations when it shoulid be
#aid to them: “Come out ofher My people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins and
that ye receive not of her plagues.” |

Joseph Smith received a commandment
of the Almighty similar to that which
Moses received to deliver the children of
Israel from Egvnilun bendage. The coms
mand to the Prophet Joseph wus to go
forth and declare the gospel to the children
of men, 'to gather thein from the natiens of
the earth and place them in a land of peace
avd plenty, where they could plant and
reap the fruit thereof. In many instances,
the people who received this gospel were in
4 far worse condition than the children of
Israel, when found by Moses in their bond-

e.

| There are hundreds of  Elders hsrj

who have fravelled through Englan 1t
Scotland,,. Wales,  Germany, Efritaer:
land, Norway and elsewhere, who know

very well that the people were found i
maost of thoke llhdgeo “eircumstances o
slavery -— bondage far worse than' the
“Blacks” in the South previous to thejr
g before th

ulg0 his conversation and address,
said to them:*In the name of the Almighty,
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n 3 respect. - or-
mons’ have donea ymml more than
any religious sodiety ever did or even
expected to do, = They have increased the
population of the na ion and have extended
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their cities to the to the West, to the
North and fo the South,” But it has been
done by the command of the Almightfg.
amt!F that is where the trouble lies., As for
po
wrath about our ‘_ﬁ:mﬂ“insi 80 long as we
did not do soin namse of the Lord. Bat
as these things are done in His name, they
are obnoxious in theeyes of the world. The
same state of feeling existed in the days of
Moses, the same inthe days when Jesusap-
peared among the Jews. Had Moses pre-
sented himself .in the same way as Wash-
ington or William Tell, the deliverer of
the people of Switzerland from the yoke of
nondage under which they labored, or as
Wallace, the hero of Scotland—had he, I
say, appeared in his own name, and pre-
seuted himself before the people as a per-
son of saperior powers and ability, and
claimed power greater than that he pos-
séssed as a man, all would have been well,
But when he went before them id the name
of the Lord Almighty, he experienced
some difficulty in performing the work
which had been assigned him.

We know well we differ very much in
our religious concerns from the various
denorainations existing in the world. An
Elder goes in the n:ime of the Lord; he
erosses the oc¢ean, calls into an individual's
house and says: “I am a missionary; I
have come from Americato preach the gos-
pel.”” Itis not & very unusual thing for
persons to cross the ocean as missionaries
and go to Europe, This is all very natural;
but when an Elder goes ai:d says he comes
in the name of the Lovrd to deliver them
from their cireunmstances o” poverty and dis-
tress, and to call upon them to repent of
their sins and be immersed in water for the
remission of them, promising them the gift
of the Holy Ghost, he creates a distinetion
between his mission and that of the
various systems introduced by the different
sects of the day. Says he: “I come to tell
you that the time for the fulfillment of the
predictions of the Prophets has arrived,
‘The Lord wants his people gathered from
Babylon untn the place where there shall
be deliverance,”” = There is deliverance,
There is something that ¢an be realized and
experienced, that can be seen and felt and
known. Thereis the Pmmiu that, if any
man will do'the will of God he shall know
for himself that the doctrine we teach is
true, There is no chance of imposition,
There is an opportunity to know whether

mesgage of this Elder is true or false,
_If a sectarian minister had gone to the
Children of Israel and discovered them in
the same condition in which Moses fonnd
thein, his message would have been entire-
ly different from that of Moses, as would
Moses

bhaving received authority from Gud, I
come to deliver you from bondage and to
give you a national existence; to take yon
to a land that the Lord God has commanded
you to go to, and which He bas promised
you shall receive.” Had aSectarian minister
gome under similar circumstances, his
1deas and manner would bave been entirel

different. Says ke: I have come to beseee

you who are new subject to your masters’
willand have to recline upon straw, tohe
patient and leng-suffering. Servants, be
obedient te your masters and wait upon the
Elmict&nna of the Lord. Bear up, and be

nd, and so oo, Anything in regard to
,q;_!atl.ivax 1 them from their };E:mdggﬂ under
E in:i::!_ht oy are suifering? No; nothing of
e kKind, " i ' &4

i

-people but the prospect of starvation:
they were subjeet to the will and caprice
of their masters, and dependant upon them
for their Tabor and daily bread; and when
work was dull, they had before them ;
ing but the prospect.of being turned
em[pluymant.. and to bave their only
souree of obtaining food for themselvesand
familieg mﬁ:ﬂl{a.ncm off. They did not
OWnl g foot of land, a plough, an ox,'s
w a cow, 4 mule, a horse, in faet,

nothing they saw around them could
their own. They were, in short, en-
tirely dependent upon thé will and dispo-

ths | Hieve your wanpts,

sition of their employers for what

only means of gaininga living, Thousands
upon thousands of these people are now

their midst by His own power, nor
own wisdom; buv He was than; in n:'?
accomplish the will of His Father.

H
came not to seek the glory of men, and ﬂ:g

honor of men; but to seek the bhonor and | world’s

glory of His Wather that sent Him.
e, “T am come in My Father's n

in

Now, the peeuliarity of His mission, and
that which disti
sions, was this:
glory and honor of men
honor and glory of His 1'5‘
com plish the work of His Father who sent

Him. Herein lay the secret, of His pros- | him. _
perity; and herein lies the secret of the | to be delivered from their bondage, poverty
prosperity of every individual Who works | and distress, and come to these vafloayh 0

upon the same principle.  *

There are many things that are admirable | themselves.

in what is called by our neighhbors “Mor-

in
 His | ; :
er 1o | eondition than that in which they lived

: | lon to a land where His Suints may gather
and ye receive menot, if another shall come | around them such things as are necessarv
own' mame, him ¥e will receive.” | o the well being of His ehildren., |

ed it from other mis- | of redeeming the
e came not to seek the | Egyptian bondage: yet it is done on the
but to seek the | same prineiple. The voice of God to Moses
ather, and to ac- | was to deliver His

located in various parts of this Territo
in & far more prosperons and indey rg{

while abroad among the nations. Many
of them are comparatively rich in this
“The command. of the Al-

mighty to this people isto come out of Baby-

] | This isa
greater work than that performed byMoses,
of Israel from

L ter, you. muast wait

- It 'is'the'safne when a Seéctarian minister
goes to England, He knocks at'e man's
door andisays: *‘I am a missionary fro
_m;-icp._‘,:ﬁ ﬁ?’,ﬁ]l. the :_nl?n c:u].: whom he
5 18 1n istress,  Says he: “I am sorr
1 mﬂu{:at tak 'Foi@éu; bat | am in 'ﬂlat'rapg.
meal-time but my family has nothing
eat, I1'am out of employment and have
nothing to livé upon, "I wish T eould re-
A but I bave nothing with
which to)assist yow.” Oh, says the minis-
.Ef. Pra idence, you
must have a great deal of patienee and
long-suffering. L am come to preach .to

you the gospel; snd you st pray agd
Keep pﬂr:-ging Il 3%11 t ou_have
got a pardon of your sins; but still’ remain

where you are, No redemption!
‘Well, now, thatis different from the “Mor-
mon’' Elder's manner. He presents him-

wanted, and had to look to them for m’# | self in something liké this way: “I have |

comnie in the name of the Almighty, in obe-
dienee toa call from God, to deliver you
from your présent circumstances, Repent
of yoursins and be baptised, and the l:’inl
(zhost shall rest upon_ yeu, and you ahaﬁ
kpow that I have the authority to adminis-.
ter theé ordniances of the Gospel by the
pgu_urer of the Almi and the revelations
of God. Gather out from this' nation, for|
it i= npeumg in iniquity, thereis nosalva-
tion here, “Flee toa place of safety.”* And
as the messenger who went to Sodom said
to the family whom he found there, so says
the Klder of Israel, telling them, as Mnses
did the children of Israel, to go to the, lund
that the Lord God has appointed for the

e from their bond- | gathering of His people,
and He would _pwlith him m;nrllﬁsﬂaﬂ:1 There Is a great difference between the
The command is now for the people operations of the Latterday Saints and those

the mountains, where they can sustain

There are many philanthropists who ad-

o

of the Christian world. ith us there is

{ | no deception; ner indeed is thereany chance

for any. People r here in theusands

gathe
ony;the principle that the Lord God has re-
vealed, and they have an opportunity of

%d.s nor worshipthe golden im
rq' t .u.u’ ' B P Eﬂ

'see tour therey and one of them is like
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knowing that the Almighty has sp
from the Heavens. They are notleft te
mere statement of anyone. , 1’ wak
Jesus says, that if nqkj'nmnn will do fhe
will of God, he shall know His
If he will repent of his sins and be immers-
ed in water,by the laying on of the hands ef
those hnmgummiay, gift of the I.;Ihos
Ghostshall begiven to him, and he
receive knowledge from God in regard te

my, our enemies would not be :o0 | thedivineauthenticity of these ordianances.

Peopleare not lefi in the dark, haye a
chance to know for themselves, They get
this intelligence and know what they are

- 1

doing. - o e
Wigl'l we do these (hings in the name,
of the Lord God that sent us? This wouk.
is the Almighty’s, and it is His business ie
sustain and sapport it, If, in keeping the
laws of God, we do things that are not quiie
s0 pleasant to the le around us or the
Government under which we dwell, wecan-
not help it, We cannot act save we do se
in the name of the Lord. When Nebu-
chadnezzar established a certain edict, and
that edict was cont to the revelations ef
the Almighty, it was disagreeable to many
persons whom it concerned. There were
three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego, who received a command from the
Almighty, that they should not worship

any other God than the Lord God of Isr
that they should worship no imagés, 'But
King Nebuchadnezzar set upan image and
commanded thatevery nation, kindred %i
w

| tongue, over whom he reigned, shodld

down and worship it, when they he id the
sound of the coruet, flute, harp, sackbui,
psai,lﬁr,ghdulcimar and all Kinds of musie.
It 50 happened that the King's edict ¢con-
cerned, among others, ‘the three jmen whe
had received ihe revelation from the
that they should not worship any Ze.
They werein a rather awkward tix. Bither
they must set aside the command ¢f Jehe-~
vah to worship no God but Him, or, on
the other hand, disobey the mandate of the
King. They knew if thay refused to eom-
Iy with the wishes of 80 mighty a man as
Nebucbaduezzar, their lives would not be
of much value, unless they were preserved
by the hand of the-God of Israel. But they
feared not the King and trnsted in the arm
of Jehovah to shield them from evil, Ac-
cordingly, when the signal was given for
the peopleto fall down and. wu%h.i the
imuﬁf; these three men refused é ﬁ
and being observed, they were takén befo
the King, who was greatly entagéd at the
idea that there ceuld be found -anypne ia
all his dominions 8o fearless as to refuso o
comply with his' -wishes, When they-ap-
before him. he looked at them
in a fierce and savage manner and said;

“ls it true O, Shadrach Meshach and
Abednego, do not ye serve m nor
worship the golden w I have

set up? Now if ye be ready that at what
time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute

harp, sackbut, psaltery and duleimer an

all kinds of musie, ye fall down and wor-
ship the image which I have made, well,
buat if ye worship not, ye shall be cast th
same hour into the mdst of a burning firev
furnace; and who is that God that ghall de-
liver you out ef my hands?”

I often admire the answer of those men,
placed as they were in such a perplexing
position. A person might be bl:*gughl; be-
foretheEmperor of France orRussia and gét
along vérywell; but it was somethingawiful
to come in eollision with & man like Nebu-
chadnezzar, whose will was as the word of

‘the Almighty, and had never been diso-
beyed. henthe King had dones X
they answered: 'O Nebu 0ZZAr, Wo

are not careful to answer thee in this' mat-
ter.
able to deliver us from the burning fierv
furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine

hand, O . Butif not, be it knowxd un-
-to thee, O, that we will not serve thy

which
hast set up.”” "Upon heéaring -'
King was extremely angry, and ea
| furnaee to be heated seven times
,than usual, at the same time comm
the most mighty men of his army
them and thruststhem into the. w
After & while, however, he discovered he
made a grand mistake, ' He hadbeén
deceived; and hastily ealling his connselors
together, he demianded of them wl -
only three men were cast into tlie farmgace.
They answered yes, s said he,™I
the

Son of God.”’, He then sent forth another
giel:,_thnt all those who réfused to worship
1e God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abexd-
nego, should be cut in pieces and their
houses should be made into dunghills,
Now, Nebuchadpnezzar was honest," ' bus
H:I.rﬂugil ignordanée he was'led toact in this
w L | a ¥ i i
1t would he very agreeable and pleasent
when we carry the words of life and =al-
vation to the various nations, if' every part
and operation of the work of God sh g
in perfect harmony with the feelings of the
people to whom it i preaeched; if itjs not
s0, we cannot help it. We know this, that
theAlmighty has given us power and autho-
rity ¢o go forth'and gather the people from
the nations of the earth and establish them
in the land of Zion. But strip'from this
operation the auﬁmafural and the
pie of the world, members of
included, would be pleased; and the Vice-
President would be proud of us, They
would say we were very patriotic. But
they do not like onr doing these things in
the name of the Lord our God. They dre
afraid that in getting power and influenee,
and uwniting our interests & one great peo-
ple, we will do something by Iiplidgbj' s

If it be so, our God whom we serveds .



