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I1 am thankful for the privilege of standing
before you and feel desirous to enjoy the spir-
it of intelligence that when I1 speak to the
saints I1 may be a comfort to them and
strengthen thelandthe mand so dictate and guide their
minds that they may receive strength and con-
solation in the faith of0 the gospel and in the
hosehope of eternal life

onene reason why I1 have not of late addressed
YOU oftener is because I1 wish other brethren
to have an equal opportunity to speak to the
people I1 often regret when we call upon the
Eeldersiders to speak inih this tabernacle to hear
them say that they have been in the church

twenty twenty five or more years
and havehatee not before had the privilege of speak-
inginL to the saints in their large assemblies ap

c a reflection upon me or upon
mayray brethren bebecausec ause we have not invited them
tobo preach we would be gladgiad to have all such
gerPertiersfiers solasons preach let us know who you are for
it creates a feeling of regret for any of the
brethren to intimate that they have been neg-
lected

some who have lost the confidence and in-
fluence of thetha saints may expect that confi-
dence and influence to be restored to them by
merae and my brethren I1 have always told the
brethren in our private conversations that
that is impossible it is a work we cannot ac-
complishcom I1 might call upon a person who
had stolen your cattle or your horses and tak-
enen them to the camp and sold them or who
had stolen your fencing or other property to
address you from this stand but would that
restore confidence no we might call a man
into this stand who hagfag been in the habit of
getting drunk and appearing intoxicated in the
streets but would that cause the people to have
confidence in him no if I1 and my counselors
should strive with our to support and re-
commend him that would not give him the influ-
ence he wishes but would disgrace the mailman of
god who undertook it

if the elders wish to exhibit their talents
before the saints and the them make
themselves acquainted with all the principles
they desire to represent in speaking and ad-
ministeringministering to the saints and if those who
have lost their influence through disreputable
proceedings wish to regain it instead of ex-
pectingpeclingel to

I1
regain it at once by being called in-

to this stand go to the private prayer meeting
anand S there humbly pray god to bless you and
your brethren when you imagine that you
are neglected and do not have the privilegelege of
exhibiting your talent I1 speak of those who
have been in the habit of doing wrong and
thereby have lost confidence pursue a course
that will convince your brethren that you bavelave
reformed go to your neighbors househouses and
tellteil them you have appointed a meeting hi your
house call the brethren together and pray

and for them and let themthern see by
the power of the spirit of the holy gospel
thatkat repented of all your evils that
you will refrain from binninsinning that you will
noinotpaingain be caught as heretofore transgress
ingaehe law of god the grace of god assist-
ing mminI1iff you can make as good a beginning as did
an oidold lady you will do well she went to a
school househouse and on her return called at a
neighborneighborstsiisi who inquired where she had been
ShOreplied 1 I have been to meeting ilasliashas
theroleen a meeting 0 yes and a glori-
ous oneonel too 11Ddearear me we did not hear of
itft wirewere there many there NotgothereNo therebere were
not many who was there whymy the
lord was there and I1 was there and had a
blosel good meeting if you cannot get any

on toi meet witwithhyouhiouyou iebe sure and have the
t with you and you will soon gain

encee inill yourselves and have influence
IV ourr brethren

ann can gain influence in this kingdom
an irain himhimself in it or magnify illliihis callcailai-

ling w houtout the power of god being with him
persanaaustst 8so live that they can enjoy the
tiglightt 0ohehe holy spirit or they willetyeoyhaveave no

q in themselves in their religion nor
n their golGoigodanadand will sooner or later turn from
bee faith they are in sorrow and leave inin

iarchearch of something that will satisfy their
studslads have been to camp floyd
tithelithethe Stateslate to their native foreign ianeslanesan

I1grindfind that comfort and consolation they have
iseibeL ththeyey need not go out of their own hous-
a00 accomplish this for the lord is near

t emm the gospel isa at their doors life and sal
a eonyonoil are with themem if they will only repent

4 belrbeir sins return to the lord with all their
if Ls and humble themselves until they get
t cirit they will then learn that they navehavehave
tthyrebreasureasure hunted for in14 california in car
tsoISOeoncongralleyalleyailey and the world over the riches of
eternalI1 life

mayahoa naho1 feel that you are in the least slisllslight-
ed egereht

egin to have your meetings and if there
isis no personjerson to pray with you in your own
houi es pray by yourselves until the lord

meets with you and you enjoy the light of the
holy spirit then if you wish to call in
your neighbors and pray with them andhorand for
them there is no law against doing good
you have all the privilege youou can ask for to
perform all the good you have ananyna talent to
perform when a man complacompiacomplainshisnis that his
talent is not appreciated by his brethrenlirethren he
is lacking one important piece of information
more important to him thin to any other a
knowledgknowledgee of himself this would do himill in
more good than allailalibishis great talents withoutit
when he knows his own ability can under-
stand himself he can properlyprokerly apply every
talent he has without that he cannot do so

those who seek for knowledge
and eternal life understandunderstands the exhortation
just delivered by br george halliday so far
aas I1 heard it was very sweet very good
without the light of the spirit of christ no
person can truly enjoy liflifeilfea I1 thouthought br hal-
liday very correctly portrayed the ffeelingsee gs of
some when alluding to ertaincertain wives becom-
ingin A as skillful and noted and a little more so
in their own estimation than were their hus-
bands iam not in thethy least fearful that anyny
one will gain too much knowledge of god andind
throughh that knowledge undertake to dictate
me ifif you know the spirit of god have the
power of revelation and know the mind of the
lord from day to day I1 am not afraid of your
disagreeing witlawith me do not have anany fears
of knowing too much lest you shouldtelNelfeel to
rise up and dictatedi me as wives in many cas-
es do their hnisbrusbands

you may examine from the beginning to
this day and continue to watch in the future
and where y ou find a manchomanmah who wishes to steady
the ark ofot louiouiodbodod without being called to do so
you will find a dark spot in him the man
full of light and intelligence discerns that god
steadies his own ark dictates his own affairs
guides Ushishi3 people controls his kingdom gov-
erns nations and holds the hearts of all liv-
ing in liislais handsbands and turns them hither and
thither at his pleasure not infringing upon
theiratheir dencyagencydeney there is not the least danger of

with persons enjoying the holy
spirit

with regard to those who leave us br eimkirn
balls comparing it to removing disease from
the bodyboey estrueis true everyevery ualleveryevery fam-
ily audayd every portion of the community that
desires to leave this kingdom the quicker they
gogothethe better for usits the sooner such branch-
ess aueace severed the healthier will be the tree
its roots and stock will become more power
culyCululy and it will spread its branches to the
nethermost parts of the earth dead branch-
es tend to make the tree sickly if they are
permitted to remain let them be cut off that
the healthy branches mamay drink more strength
and vigor from the roots of the tree and the
foliage of the whole tree be beautiful

do0 not have the least fears in regaregardrd to this
church and kingdom some eldeeideelderseiders and per-
haps some presiding elders entertain a fear-
ful looking for the time when they shall be
driven again br kimball has told you that
we shall not be we will not unless weive are
disposed to the lord has lead this people
from the beginning from the day that jos-
eph obtained the plates and previous to that
time the lord dictated him he directed him
day by day and hour by hour ilehe lead this
people in diffiedifferentrent parts of the united states
and the finger of scorn has been pointed at
them officers of the government of the uni-
ted states have lifted their heel against them
and this people have been driven from town
to town from county to county and from
state to state the lord has his design in
this you may ask what his design is you
all know that the saints must be made pure
to enter into the celestial kingdom it is re-
corded that jesus was made perfect through
suffering if he was made perfect through
sufferbufferingsufferingini why should we imagine for one mo-
ment tthat we can be prepared to enter into
the kingdom of rest with him and the atherfatherF
without passing through similar ordeals

the iniquity of the evil doer must be made
manifest and those who hate thetile kingdom of
god on the earth must have the privilege of
filling up the cup of their iniquity the lord
has ledred the people through scenes of sorrow
and affliction but what have we passed
here durinduring the two last years nothing
comparatively speaking I1I1 can say that I1 do
not consider that I1 have ever suffered anything
for this kingdom nothing in the least I1
have never sacrificed anathanythinging without it be
the evil propensities that are sown in our na-
ture springing from the seed that was sown
at the fall may that be termed a sacrifice
I1 will not call it so what do we possess on
this earth do we even own our bodies had
we the power to produce them laIs the intel-
ligence in these bodies our own did we or-
ganizeManize and implant it no human being haghaa
had power to organize his own existenceelistence
then there is a greater than us are we our
own in our bodies are feourwe our own idourin our
spirits we are not our own we belong to
our progenitors to our father and our god

we say that we have lost an ox a cow or a
horse or 1 I left my ffaura w my housebouse and have

sacrificed a great deal for this work this
is a mistake you had nothing to lose not
one particle of all that comprisescomp risesrisea this vast
creation of god is our own every thing we
have has been bestowed upon us for our ac-
tion to seebee what we would do with it whether
we would use it for eternal life and exaltation
or for eternal death and depredationdegre dation until we
cease operating in this existence we have no-
thing to sacrifice then let us not talk about sa-
crificingarifi c ingy

the lord has led the people carefully along
and dictated according to hisills pleasure br
heber says we have been going from place to
place until finally we have come into these
valleys in the mountains why because we
were obliged to the lord has had his eye
on this spot from the beginning upon this
part of the land of joseph read the history
contained in the book of mormon and ask
yuryourselvesselves whether god has ever suffered a
king to reign on this land will he ever no
this is the land that was given to joseph the
son so wellweil beloved by his father jacob and
no king will ever re agn uuponon it but the kingKing
theth e lord colcoicould that book have been brbroughtought
forth and published to the world under any
other government but the governmentgovernmentovern ment of the
united states no ilehe gashas governed and
controlledoled the settling of this continent ilehe
led our fathers from europe to this land and
boundireErepreparedpared the way to break the yoke that

aund them and inspired the guaranteed free-
dom in our government though that guaran-
tee

aran
is too often disregarded he cocucould bring

forth his work and has prepared a people to
receive and commence his kindomkingdomkin dom could
this be done anywhere else wono ilehe has
keown from the beginning of creation that
this is the land whereon to build this zion
he knows how to commence his work and
how to finish it and ilehe will finish it where he

I1 commenced it
how our faith would stretch out and graspcrasp

the heavenly land where our father adam
dwelt in his paradisa ical state that land is
on this continent here is where adam lived
do you not think the lord has had his eye Uup-
on it yes ilehe is the king of all the barttearth
and has reigned surpreme according to his own
good will and pleasure and makes the wrath
of manwortpraiseraise him ilehe has hadbad his eye upon
his work and harhaa led this people from place to
ilaceelaceplace until he has led them into the cham-
bers

cham-
ersers of the mountains into the holy hill of

god and they will reign upon mount zion
many have looked upon our triptrill south as a

great stumbling block because we left our
houses and possessions I1 am willing to see
my houses in ashes and be stripped of evereveryy
description of property ifftif it ia necessary to
the advancement of the kingdom of god that
move was made for an express purpose it had
and will have the desired effect and will ac-
complishcom all the lord designed we have
prayed that the wicked maybemay be confused brok-
en and scattered are they not broken and
scattered and are we not here we are
and we will stay until we go away aniana
should the lord require it we will make this
region as clean and desolate as it was when we
found it do not murmur nor complain about
this that or the other

I1 now wish to ask the strong minded men
the talented men we say nothing about strong
minded women how many of you have had
wisdom enough to procure indand lay up for your-
selves produce enough to last untilup

harvestyou may call this a small matter how many
of you have wheat or floarflour to last you a year
if you are without bread how much wisdom
can you boast and of what real utility arearc
your talents if you cannot procure for your-
selves and save against a day of scarcity those
substances desidesignedned to sustain your natural
lives you wishwiz to come here and preach to
the people when you have not knowledge
to sustain yourselves temporally to say no-
thing of a spiritual salvation you cannot
save yourselves a wife and a child from star-
vation unless somasomer one takes you by the hand
and leads you and yet you want to make us
believe that you are almighty big men I1 ex-
hort the brethren to seek unto the lord for
wisdom if you cannot provide for your na-
tural lives howbow can youou expect to have wis-
dom to obtain eternal lives god has given
you youryo ir ex istance your body and spirit and
has blest you with ability and thereby laid
the foundation of all knowledge wisdom and

gand all glory and eternal lives
if you have not attained ability to provide
for your natural wants and for a wife and a
few children what have you to do with heav-
enly things

you know how to raise wheat and corn how
to build a house or a barn bow to raise a
horse a cobor a sheep and how to manufac-
ture wool because you have had practice in
those labors from your youth uptip tutdutout you do
not all know how to preserve such things to
yourselves and make yourselves comfortable
instead of trying to find out how god is made
or how angels are made I1 wishibish you would try
to learn how to sustain yourselves in yourour
present existence and at the same time learn
the things of god the things that awaitaito you

that you may beginbeinbe in to prepare to dwell to all
eternity not merely to dwell todayto day tomorto mor
row this week next week and next year but
how to secure salvation in your present organ-
izationiza tion if you cannot do this you must be
perfectly submissive in the handsbands of the lord
and learn wisdom this is the first thing for
you to learn

we are to build up and establish Zion grath
er the house of israel and redeem the nations
of the earth this people have this work to
do whether we live to see it or not this is
all in our handsbands I1 hope to live to see zion
redeemed and built uptip I1 desire to seethesee the
time when jerusalem shall be established and
the jews gathered when the lawlawshallshall go forth
from zion to govern the people that all may
rejoice in the truth that the poor may rejoice
in thelltheiloyOne of israel if we do not know
how to preserve ourselves in our present organ-
ization and existencebowhowbowhow cance prepare for an
eternity we must learn this first it is anall
every day experience ye men of israel go
to with all your might and seek to know how
to sustain yourselves that you may live longiongionlon
on the earth to glorify our father in heaveheavenn
and build up his kingdomt on the earth

we are legallealleleait al heirheirss to all the kingdoms there
are in the heavens for the faithful if we but
prove ourselves faithful Weawe arereailallalt the elect
itif we will only keep the commandments of
god and work righteousness itif we turn
away from the holy commandments of the
lord we shall be accounted as reprobates
what of joseph smiths family what ofochiahis
anys I1 have prayed from the beginning for
sister emma and for the whole family heerefierethere
is not a man in this church that has entertain-
ed better feefeelingslinza towards them joseph saidbaid
to me god will take care of my children
when I1 am taken they arearc in the hands of
god and when they make their appearance
before this people full of illshis power there arearc
none but what will say amanamen we are ready
to receive you

the brethren testify that brother brigham
is brother josephs legal successor yoyouu nev-
er heard me say so I1 say that I1 am a good
hand to keep the dogsdop0 and wolves out of theth
flock I1 doolo not care a groat who rises up I1
do not think anything about beingbeing josephsjosepha
successorsoisol that is nonothing that concerns me I1
never asked yet or had a feeling as to what
kind of a great man 0 lord are you going to
make me but father what do you require
of what can I1 do to promote your king-
dom on the earth and save myself and breth-
ren I1 do not trouble myself as to whose
successor I1 am I1 do not know but that I1 am
one of those greatmangreat men that brother parley
preached about in nauvoo after sidney rig-
dontonion preached his great sermon in which hobe
strove to make it appear that behe was one
of those great men of whom the prophet wrote
parley rose up and said 1I am one of those
great men the apostles never wrote about I1
may be one of those men the prophets never
knew or wrote about one that is hardly wor-
thy the notice of the lord ilehe has placed in-
telligencetelli gence within us and it is for us to know
what we can do to promote righteousness and
peacebace on the earth and establish illshis kiking-
dom

1 g
if I1 can have the privilege0 to gain faithfalthfa ith

and grace and secure to myself an eternal ex-
istence in the kingdom of god I1 am not con-
cerned but that I1 shall be as great as I1 ought
to be and have all I1 ououghtht to have

all is right god can carry on his own
work this kinzekinzokingdomlont will stand for ever yon
have heard br kimball testify that this king-
dom will stand forever it will begin to rorollrolill11

onto and mash the toes of the great image and
then the feet the legs andadd the body and by
and by it will fill the whole earth alidaud no pow-
er of earth or hellbell can hinder it theile lord
almighty will reign until he puts all enemies
under his feet thatthat is the promise that is
the decree of the atherfatherP that jesus shall be-
gin to reign oilon this earth itin the latter days
and his kingdom will increase upon tilethe right
and upon the left until by and hyby it becomes
a great kingdom and fills filethe whole earth when
hee wll begin to reign king of nations as liehe
now reigns king of saints it is and has been
a warfare with satanbatan and the war will con
dinue until jesusjesua puts all enemies under his
feet disposing of death and him who has the
power of itaho iais the devil I1 hope and pray
to be always ready to do anything tiletiie lord
wishes to be done we are the men whoabo will
strive to live by every word that proceeds fof ordorn
hisills mouth

I1iffeeleel perfectly satisfied I1lamiamam rejoicedre 0 ced
my soul magnifies the nanamee of godod tthatat there
isia a peopeopleple on the earth aas goodg asmeas we arcand
yet there is room for us tot bee better thishis peo-
ple are improving they are growing in grace
if it hadbad not been for the mightymiglity power of
faith here and the manmany rrighteouslibeouslite ous ones youoa
would not have had theafe privilegeprivilege of 1 ving
here the faith of the saints bound the en-
emy and bustsustainedairedalred our feet on this groundlandground and
my prayer la13 for the lord to make fast our
feet iuill the mountains until we go forth to re-
deem the center stake of zion whatmat do you
say amedgamen amenatohi

godgol diessmesa your amen


