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THERE IS NOTHING NEW!

BY W. G. MILLS.

il thisais a wonderful age
Fur inv n:on, discovery and learning!
The Press, and $e Palpit, and Stage
Boast their wisdom, th-ir .ight and discerniny!

From the swains to the kings on the throne,
From the ¢éragged school’” up to the college,
Naw discoveries they try to make known
And add to the treasqres of Knowledge,

They affct the old times to de-pise,
[ta learning, its talents, profession:
M dden traths vpon truths now arise—
OL! this is 1be age of progression!

Bat ¢*ther«’s nothing new un:der the sun,”
Was spoken as truth In that sad age;

“What ir, what will be, have been known;’?
And [ doubt not the truth of the adage.

The astronomers rove through the sky,
With their powerful telescopes scan It

Then prescribe, caleulatey and descry
The orbit of some unknown planet,

Tta pnsition. an ! bulk they unfold—
Taeir discavery with news 8 prolific—
Bat ten thousands of years it has rolled,
Though unkuown to the world scientific.

Thelr inventions with steam, and the ralls
And mackinery excite men with wender;
Round the earth with the lightning tell tales;

1t i& good, but *tis ¢ld as the thunder.

The mrial machine may succend--
The=ir minds to the subjeot applying~-
At a tangent to others worlds? !pt‘!'flql
Or ¢like doves to thelr windows be flylng.™

Jan we think that unknown to our kind
They remained till displayed In cur nations?
Oh,nol for *tis mind upon mind
That existed In former creations!

The new-water that tlows In the streams
IMas dwelt long ago in Lhe ocean;

Th= fresh light from the stars’ cheering beams
I1as milllons of years been in motiy 1!

The atoms combined to compose
The universe always existed;
The fresh tinted flower that grows,
" Tae ¢l ud, soll, and suubeam possess’d itf

Culumbus the earth wounld explore,

And he find:a “New World?? o’er the ocean;
But miiliuns had dwelt here belore

His own natlon had been put lo motlon.

A Cook the wide world elrcumseribes,
(iathering facis as his country designed him;
Rat ke nds many natlons and tribes
As old as the world left behind him!

QO all the diseov’ries made known,

in trmth, nothing’s new, gocd or evil,
Bave sectarian religion alone,

And that Is as old as the devli!

Tha stars In thelr arbi's will shine,
Eternal the laws that rule nature,

Art and science their mysteries combine,
Though man is the ignorant creature.

80 ¢There's nothing new under the sun
Was told as a truth in that sad age,
““ What Is, what will be, have been known,”
And [ doubt pot the truth of the adage.
€.3.L. CiTv, April; 1859,

THE CHARACTER OF THE PUR-
ITANS.

Macaulav and Bancroft have each charac-
terised the Puritans in a brilliant and deserip-
tive passage— Macanlay in his yonthful esaay
on Milton, and Bancroft in his *“History of the
(United States.”” Macaulay’s sketch is atrik-
ing, but guite too gorgeons and rethorical to be
strictly true,
forced antitheais, is more sober in color, and
perhaps, jnster in sentimeuf; but it did not ex-
haust the subject. And row Mr. Palfrey, in
hig “History of New England,” has taken it up
in a somewhat broader basis of historical re-
esarch, He is alsn more eareful in the selcc-
tion and combination of touchee; and, as he
does not write from his imagination, but froth
the actual facta of history, no doubt he is more
faithful in the reproduction of the original.—
Mr* Palfrey writes:—[N. Y. Evening Post.

“In politica, the Pusitan was the liberal of
his day. 1IFf he construed his duties to God in
the spirit of a narrow interpretation, that
punctilious sense of religions responsibility
impelled him to limit the assnmptions of hu-
man government. In no sfress, in no delirinm
of politica, eould a Puritan have been brought
to teach that, for either public or private con-
duct, there is some law of man above the law
of God. Penetrated with the opposite convic-
tion, he found himaself enforced at last to éver-
set the Stoart throne, Service which he be-
lieved the authority of God to claim, he saw
himsel? forbidden by human authority to pay.
That issue, presented to him.made him in pol-
itics a caswmist, an innovator, the architect of
A new system. From the time when the pro-
vlem, with which for a whi'e he struggled,was
worked out, governments over the British race

| were to rest on the public consent, and to be
admimstered for the

nis way through many scenes of darkness.

Bancrofi?s sketeh haa less of |

line, an unbridled licentiousness of manner haa |

Clarendon’s creed—the ribald wits of the timne

{ that it is difficult even for those who sympa-

'and if it bad less sway among the

l

f

1

1

uregate propeity of that Puritan Honge of Com-

[ —the idol, a8 long as he was the comrade, of

public benefit. Such was
he brightness of the light to which he mad:

“When, after the restaration of the Stewar |

succeeded to his austerity—when an orate
beastliness was the fashion ¢f the men and
woinen in high places, and such writers as
Wycherley and Mis.Behn expressed and form-
ed the morals of so many clamorous for Lord

80 grossly marred the record of the Puritan,

thise with his views in religion and politics
to recover a just conception of his dignified
and manly character, ag it existed in the days |
which must be referred to for a true delinea-!
tion. Nor bas this been wholly the reault of
injustice on the part of writers depicting what
thf:{l wanted the moral capacity to estimate
with justness. The character had itself de-
generated, in reaching the time when it cawme
nnder their observation. Puritanism, from
the outbreak ot the great rebellion,was subjec-
ted to the iufelicities and abuses which neces-
sarily attend a formidableand successful party.
When it clothed itself with the associations of
power and grandeur, vuigar men, without be-
ing sordid or ambitious, followed its modes,
and by their vulgarity exaggerated and degra-
ded them. Whewu it came to have honors and
fortunes to bestow, base men attached them-
selves to it for the promotion of their base
ends; and the excesses of the dishonest preten-
der brought into discredit and ridicule the
practices of the sincere devétee,

“But, whatever may bave taken place later,
the Putitanism of the first forty vears of ibe|
seventeenth century was not tainted with de-
grading or ungraceful associations of any sort.
The rank, the wealth, the cholalry, the genius,
the learning, the accomplishments, the social
refinements 2nd elegauce of the time, were
largely represented in its ranks. Not tospeak
of Scotland, where soon Puritanism had few
opponents in the class of the highborn and the
educated, the severity of Elizabeth scarcely
reatrained, in her latter days,its predominance
among the most exalted order of her subjects.
The earls of Leicester, Bedford, Huntington
and Warwick, Sir Nicholas Bacon, his great-
er son, Walsingham, Burleigh, Mildmay, Sad-
ler. Knollys, were specimens of a host of emi-
nent men more or less friendly to, or toleraut
of it.

Throughiont the reign of James the First, it
controlled the House of Commons, composed
chiefly of the landed gentry of the kingdom;
peers, this
was partly becanse the number of lay nobles
did not largely exceed that of the bishops, who
were mostly creatures of the crown. The ag-

wouns, whose dissolution bas been just now re-
lated, was computed to be three tines as great
as that of the Lorde. The statesmen of the
first period of that Parliament, which by-and-

kept .a magnificent state, which was ‘he ad- |
mi-ation of bher ecourt, perplexed as they were
by his persistent Puritanical testimony against
he practice of drinking hea'ths. TFor his
Latin Secretary, the Puritan Protector employ-
ed a man at once equal to the foremost of man-
kind in genius and learning, and skilled in all
manly exercises, proficient in the lighter ac-
complishments bayend any other Englishman
of his day,and carressed in his youth in France
and Italy, for eminence in the studies of their

fastidious scholars and artists.

The king’s camp and court at Oxford had
not a better awordsman or amateur musician
than John Miltor, and his portraits exhibit
him with locks as flowing as Prince Rupert’s.
inguch trifles ag the fashion of apparel, the
usage or tne best modern socisty vindicates
tn characteristic particulars, the Roundhead
Judgwent and taste of the century before the
last. The English genfleman now, asthe Pur-
itan geuntleman then, dresses plainly in ‘sad
colors,” and puts his lace and embroidery on
on his servants.”

-

preat Britain.

The London Times of Febrnary gives an ac-
count of the opening of the third session of
the fifth parliament of the present reignon the
3d of that montbh. :

All the regal grandeur usual on such occa-
sions was displayed. '

The Queen read ber speech on the convoca-
tion of the Lords and Commong, in the House
of Lords, which she enunciated audibly and
was listened to with profound attention by the

' members and all others present,

THE QUEEN’S SPEECH.

My Lords and Gentlemen:—In recurring at
the usual season to the advice of my parlia-
ment, 1 am happy to think that in the iuternal
state of 1he country there is nothing to excite
disquietude, and much to call tor satisfaction
and thaukfulness. Pauperism and crime have
considerably diminished during the past year,
and a spirit of general contentnent prevails.

The blessing of the Almighty on the valor of
my trorps in India, and on the ekill of their
comnmanders, has enabled me to inflict signal
chastisement on those who are still in arms
against my authority whenever lhei' have ven-
tured to encounter my forces; and I trust that
at no distant period 1 may be able to announce’
to you the cowplete pacification of that great
empire, and devote my attention to the im-

rovement of its condition aud to the obliter- |
P 1 2 ral welfare and happiness of the people,

Etiun of all traces of the present unhappy con-
ict.

On assuming, by your advice, the direct
governwment of that portion of my dominions, 1
deemed it proper to muke known by proclama-
tion the principles by which it was wy inten-
tion to be guided in the clemency which I was
disposed to show towards those who might

by detbroned Charles the First, had been bred
in the luxury of the lanued aristocracy of the
realm; while of the nobility, Manchester, Es-
gex. Warwick, Brooke, Fairfax and others,and
of the gentry, a long roll of men of the scarce-
ly inferior position of Hampden and Waller,
commanded and officered its armies and fleels.
A Puritan was the first Protestant founder of
a college at an Euglish University. Among
the clergy, representing mainly the schoiar-
ship of the country, nothing ia more incontro-
vertible, than that the permanent ascendency
of Puritanism was only prevented by the sev-
erities of the governments of Elizabeih and

have been seduced into revol’, and who might
be willing to return to their allegiance. lhave
directed that a copy of that proclamation
should be laid before you,

lreceive from all foreign powers asasurances
of their friendly feelings. To cultivate and
confirm those feelings, to maintain inviolate
the faith of public treaties, and to con‘ribute
as far as my influence can exteund to the pres-
ervation of the general peace, are the objects
of my unceasing solicitude,

I have concluded wi h the governments who
were parties to the treaty of Paris in 1856 a

her Scuttieh kinsmen under the several admin-
istrations of Parkery, Whitgift, Bancroft and
Laud.

‘It may be easily believed' that nore of the
guests whom the Earl of Leices’er placed at
his table by the side of his nephew, S Philip
Sydney, were clowns. Bat the supposition of
any necegsary connection between Puritanism
and what is harsh and rude in taste and man-
nerda, will not even stand the teat of an obsery.

ation o the chbaracter of men who figured in |

its ranks, when the lines eame to be moat dis-
tinetly drawn, The parliamentary general,
Deverenux, Earl of Essex, wae no siraight facs
ed gospeller, but a man formed with every
grace of perton, mind and culture, to be the
ornament of a splendid court, the model knight

the roval soldiery—'he Bavard of the times.
The position of Manchester and Fawfax, of
Hollig, Fiennes and Pierrepont, was by birth-
right in the most polished circle of English so-
ciety.

!r?the memoirs of the voung regiecide, Colo-
nel Hutchinson, recorded by his beautiful and
rentle wife, we mnay look at the interior of a
Puritan bousehold and see its graces, divine
and buman, as they shone with a npaturally
blended lustre in the most strenuous and most
afflicted times.

The renown of English learning owes some-
thing to the seet which enrolled the names of
Seldon, Lightfoot? Gale, and Owen, Its s*ri-
ousneas and depth of thomght had lent their
ingpiration to the delicate muse of Spencer.—-
Judging between their colleague preachers,
Trasers and Hooker, the eritical Templars
awarded the palm of acholarly eloquence to

convention relalive to the organization of the

| prineipalities of Moldavia and Wallachia,

T'he Roumain provinces are now proceeding to
estgbileh under its provigions their new form
of government,

A treaty of commerce which I bave con-
 eluded with the Emperor of Russia, and which
will be laid before you, is a satisfactory indi-
cation of the complete re-establishment of
those amicable relations whieh, until their late
urfortunate. interruption, bad long subsisted
between us to the mutual advaniage of our
respective dominions,

The measures which, in concert with my
ally the Emperor of the French, I thought it
necessary to take upon the cogst of China
have resylted in a treaty by which further ef-
fusion of blood has beev prevented, and which
holds out the prospect of greatly increased in-
tercourse with that extensive aud densely peo-
pled empire,

Another treaty into which I have entered
with the Emperor of Japan opers a fresh field
for commercial enterprise in a populous and
highly civilized coumtry which bas hitherto
been jealonsly guarded agaiust the intrusion
of foreigners.

As poon as the ratifications of these trea-
ties sball have been exchanged, they will be
laid before you.

| have great patisfaction in announcing to
you that the Emperor of the French has abol-
ished a system of negro emigration from the
east coast of Africa, against which, as una-
voidably tending, however guarded, to the en-.
couragement of the slave trade, my govern-
ment has never ceased so address to his im-
perial majesty its west earnest but friendly
representations.

the Puritan, Whenthe Puritan lawver White-
lock was ambassador to Queen Christina, he
J -~

his wise act on the part of his imperial

majesty induces me to hope that negotiations!

now in progress at Paris may tend to the total
abandonment of the system, and to the sub- -
stitution of a duly regulated supply of sub-
stantially free labor. :

The state of the republic of Mexico, dis-
tracted by civil wars, has induced me to carry
forbearance to its u'most limits in regard to
wrongs and indignities to which British resi-
dents bave been subjected at the hands of the
two contending parties. They have at length
been carried to such an extent that I have
been compelled to give irstructions to the com-
mander of my naval forces in those seas to
demand and, if necessary, to enforce due re-
paration.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:—I
have direcled thal the estimates for the ensu-
ing year shail be submitted to you. Theyhave
been framed with a due regard to economy and
to the efficiency of the public service,

The universal introduction of steam power
into naval wartare will render necessary a
temporary increase of expenditure in providing
for the reconstruction of the Biitish navy; but
[ am persuaded that you will cheerfully vote
whatever suins you may find to be requisite for
an object of such vital importance asihe main-
tenance of the maritime power of the country.

My Lords and Gentlemnen:—Your laborshave
in recent sessions been usefully directed to va-
rious measures of legal and social improve-
ment. In the belief that further measures of
a similar character may be wisely and bene-
ficially introduced, I bhave desired that bills
may be submitted to you without delay for
assimilating and amending the laws relating
to bankruptey and ingolvency; for bringing te-
gether in one set of statutes, in @ classified
form, and with such modifications as experi-
ence may suggest to you, the laws relating to
crimes and offemces in England and Ireland;
for enabling the owners of land in England to
obtain for themselves-an indefeasible title to
their estates and iuterests, and for registering
such titlea with simplieity and gecurity.

Your attention will'be called to the state of
the laws which regnlate the representation of
the people in parliament; and | cannot doubt it
will give to this great subject a degree of calm
and impartial constderation proportioned to the
magnitude of the interests iuvolved in the re-
sult of your discussions.

These and,otlier propositions for the amend-
ment of the laws, which will be brought under
your notice as the progreas of public business
may permit, [ comn end to the exercise of your
deliberate judgment; and | earnestly pray that
your courigeis may be so guided as toinsure the
stability of the throne, the maintenance and
improvement of our institutions, and the gene-

~ 'France.

At the openingof the French Legislature on

Monday, the 7th of February, the Emperor
delivered the following specch:—

“MessiEUrs LE3 SENATEURS, Mrs3tevns
LEs DepuTEs,—France, you are aware, has
seen, lor six years, her welfare advance, its
riches increase, her internal dissentious exten-
guished, its prestige raised; yet theie arises,
at intervals, in the midst of the general calm
and prosperity, a vague inquietude, an agita-
tion which, wi hout any well-defined cause,
carries away certain spirits and afrects publie
confidence. 1 deplore these periodical dis-
couragements without being astonished at
them. In asociety which bas been convulsed
by 8o many revolutions as ours has been, time
alone can strengthen convictions, invigorafe
character, and create political fath, The
emotion which has been produced, without any
ﬂ{}paarance of imwinent dangers, might natur-
ally cause surprise, for it tes!ifies at once to
too much mistrust and tos much fear.

Doubts would se2r; to have been entertained
not only of tl"IE Yuoderation of which I have
given FO mutn preof, but also of the real pow-
er of I'rance. Happily the mars of the peo-
ple is far from submitting to such impressions,

To-day it is my duty to show to you again
that which seems to have been forgotten,—

 What bas counstantly bern my policy? T'o re-

agsure Europe—to give France its true rank-—
to cement closely our alliance with England—
and to regulate the degree of my friendship
with the continental powers, in conformity
with our own views, and the nature of their
proceedings towarc¢s France. It isthus that,
onthe eve of :py third election, I made at Bor-
deaux this declaration, ‘L’Empiie c’est la
Paix,” wishirg to prove thereby thatif the heir
of the Enperor Napoleon ascenced the throne,
be did not commence an era of conquests; but
inaugurated a system of peace, which would
not be disturbed but for the defeuce of great
national interests.

Asto the alliance of Frarce and England, [
exerted all my perseverance to consolidare it,
and 1 have found on the other side of the Chan-
nel a happy reciprocity of sentiment om the

part of the Queen of Great Britain as well as

on the part of stateemen of all opinions.—
Moreover, to attain this object, so favorable to

the peace of the world, I put under my feet on
every occasion the irritating recollectiong of
the past, the attacks of calumny, even
tional prejudices of my country.

the na-

This alliance has borne its fruits—not only
[Councluded on page 33,)
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