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The crnising season of the Rnn—
slan fleet 1s over, and the ships
ha;o ’:ov all returned to ommt-ntl:
"D ve discharged their crews
a8s the. winter In barracks, accoid-
to the custom of the !Bunlnn
service. Comldmbu aoliv-
l as mﬂd through

ll Adm

strength of the Baltic and Black
Sea fleets are insignifican:. The
eatablishment of the latter, except
as regards coast defence, has been
actuaily reduced. The Baltic fiset
- | maintains only its old complement
of monitors, with a certaln number
of patched-up, old, half-armored
cruisers, and one or two Ironclads,
whloh _the auntherities are, with
goo nmp:;.u nthlng to trust bey onc}
oom sale waters o
the Gulf of Finland. In fact, the
Baltlic and Black Sea fleets can

| pow only be considered as accesso-
rles of the ge coast defences.

Viewed in thjs light, they are by
pe means e¢ontemptible, and the
numbers of the torpedo fieet would
render it formidable to an asaallant

although the individual craft are
defective, both as regards speed
mmu! consiraetion. It s the

¢ fleet which has been speci-
ally occupying the attention of the
Ruoesian Admiralty,and it has been
strengthened by the addition of
some light-armored cruisers.
appears to be recognized that Rus-

sia hasnot at present the mouey or
meandto construct and maintain
a powerful = ses-going = fleet,

nor bhas she any suitable
base for the operationa of such
a flest in European waters. In the
Black Bea she is ﬂm held in chains
by the fortieeses of the Bosphorous,
snd in the Baltic pature restricls
paval movements to the ghort term
of the northern summer. The Pa-
cific fieet, as mnow coostituted,
s hOWever, prove very eer-
vlenble, and in the event of war

y de-

with England its efforts would be

dlmted towards barassing Lthe

British mercbant navy, for which

\ nc he majority of the vessels

it would be hlihly eult-
- af attention,

e v Aol recently been Sebtowed
apon its equlpment is probably
due to anolher consideration.
Everything tendatoshow the likeli-
hood of & war between Chinaand
Japan,and in suph a eonflict Russia
would not remain a spectator. Her
Pll:lﬂo fieat * would formax a very
powu:ful addition ' either (o the
Chinese or Japanese maritime

1 fo:un, andin a war belween Lhese

two'powers, naval operations must
play & most important part. Russia
wwould undoubtedly cast in her lot
with China, on whose gooed will
her position in Asia renders her de-
pendént, and it Ia highly probable
that the recent negotiations so sue-
cessfully terminated by the Chil-
nese ambassador at Livadia in-
cluded an sgreement on this sab-
jeot. In the event of the success
of such a poliey, Russia would an-
nex one of the more favored of Lhe
northern ielands of the Japanese
5mup to pmvl:la a sullable baeis
which shbe seeks for her
mmlne in the -o{ﬂ

A —

What Made One Home Happy ob
Last Thanksgiving Day.

An aged cougple in Medway,
Mass,, had & merry Thanksgivivg.
At the outbreak of the war thels
only son ran away to sea aud serv-
ed under Farniut at New O:leans,
snd with Cushlpg In the Alde-
marle exploit, Here all trace of
the sallor 'Wway lost, and it was sup-
posed that he waa drowned in the
river when the lorpedo éxploded.
His sister died a few years ago, and
his parents have been living in re
tirement and poverty. Lale on
Wedunesdey night a man with =
soar on DIy face kpocked mt the
door aud requested a jodging. He
was admitled by the old lady, who
asked her. busbaud to enler-
tain the ‘s f while the was
making s'cup of teafor him. The
strapger kept his bat on, aud_ihe
old lady woticed that hia «yes fol-
lowed her every movement. To
the old man he represented that he
bad formerly lived In the neigh-
borhood. When asked his name he
gave an evasive auswer, bul asked
it James Merrizk lived there yet.
“I am James Merrlsk,” answered
the o)Jd man. The old lady had
been walching Lhe stranger closely.
Before he could ulter auother
word she stepped quickly o
his side, lifted the ha. from bhis
bead, gszed a ‘moment Iin-
to hh faee, and sank Into the arms
oulsiyetohed to receive her, louily
screaming, “Jiw! our Jim!"”’

“Yes your Jim, come bome for
"hmhghin:.” exclaimed the
strapger, as he kissed the aged face
with joy and taroed to kiss his
fatber, whose frame was irembling
'r%- ratitnde. After a while he
e his eventrul jhistory «f his
wanderings. He had been severe-
ly wo:ondd‘:y tha: expLoidon of the
torpedoyas Lhe s on his face tes-
fed He '-;“ ulled from the
ﬂm by ¢ne ¢ boats which
came to the relief of the arew of the
Albemarls’' He lost his sepses by
the congussion and wound, but
after tl:lo Iatter healéd, be was per-
miited to go AY large as harmless,
knewing mnothi o! bhimsel?, ot
even his nawe. ' lnll!s ho fell lnl.o
the employ of a rgeon of
he rebel army, pnd wi h hlm went

8 p‘l lnﬁ\h}n outside of Raleigh,

: '3 , however, the sur-
geon a:nml bis wound,and de-
termined to try an qxnrluem He
opened Lthe wound in and

‘| tound the skull mnt and prees-
ing into the brain.  With the ald
of another surgeon the skull was
li the wound

n ol y. Merilak's

ovndition improud but it was fully
& year his memory returned,
Y Tribune,
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half beot and half & boot.

moon is always the moon,ulthtmgh
gometimes she is & hall moon.—
Chambers’ Journal.

Buccessful Burgery.
An loterest] mrglonlenuw
recently mportg'd by M. Larrey to
the French Aoadomy of Medicine.

A youpg carpenter received a blow

from an ax o::m lis‘ right foot, The
?.'2:}."3."1’: o hal.ﬁommmy by.-
small thread of skin, and bung on
the aide of the feot. Dr. Ga
who was at once called in, de
ed the toe mfh ms then, ltm
having washed the wonnd
on the foot, he udlphd the two J%l‘-
faces, a8 well as posalble one to
other, and made hold toget
means of strips of nas m
with collodion and placed h::
the toe., When the eoliodien
sl a'; other strip was wound mnn;l.
F'r er, An lmﬂhl}"llm
’tb. parts of the fool in per-
ract. lmmobmcy. Twelve days aflter
the tlnnt was very well, and de-
sired to go out, and twen -four
days after the accident the trl-

zation was perfeot.
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GRUMBLING.—Some people are
ever grumbllng If they have not
any great tr les, they have little
ones to keep them freiling, an
many would eay of them that they

rumble merely for pastimes. A
retful disposition is of no advant-
sge—it only makes the
and those connected with
erable. The better way ia al 8
to look on the bright side of Lﬁ'
for we*shall meet with le
enough in the world without turn-
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