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complainingly; he i3 absolutely ta.tth-ibion of the prisoner beMeves in hia In-'Let the lads learm Spanish, the gzZirls

fu} and honest. Brooke sald that he
could lend money to a Malay to carry
op some commercial venture with the
‘abaolute certainiy that the man would
repay It. If he dld not make enough
the first season he would work a see-
ond season and not return until ready
to pay his debt.

There are two or three mlllions of
this Interesting and, as it seems, mis-
understood race in the Phillpplnes.
Undoubtedly centurles of misrule has
developed itheir bad traits rather than
any noble qualitles of which they may
origimally have been in possession, but
if the Unlted States undertakes Lthe
responsibility for thelr future educa-
tion, the task should not be considered
_ahn impossible one, in view of the ante-
cedents of the race, and partlecularly
jn view of the rapid progress of eivili-
zatlon in Japan, where also, undoubt-

.edly, Malay blood largely prevalls.

CUST UF BTANDING ARMIES,

The advocates of European militar-
jsm might profitably consider the cost
of the armies supposed to be needed for
the maintenance of peace. M. Ed
Thery, editor of the The European
Eeonomist, has lately studied the sub-
ject and published his concluslons.
He finds that in 1866 France, Russla,
Germany, Italy, the Pontifieal States,
Engiand, Belgium, Holland and Swit-
zerland spent the comparatlvely large
sum of $514,850,000 on their armijes and
navies. After the ®attle of Sadowa
.France did not increase her military ex-
penses much, and nelther did Russia,
.The English and Italians eut down ex-
penses, but the Germans spant more
millions than ever. In 1868-70 the total
military expenses of the nine nations
enumerated reached 3524,000,000,but this
was a beginming merely. After the
Franco-German treaty all Europe was
fijled with apprehension, and arma-
ments were the rage. Blamarck’'s hate
_for France grew more bitter, and in
1876, feellng that he had the power to
win, he sought to force war., The inter-
vention of the czar only prevented him
from doing 50. In that year the milltary
expenses of Europe were $653,400,000, an
increase of $124,600,000 since 1870.

The continued increase of armaments
carried the total milltary expenditure of
Europe up to $765,400,000 in 1881, In
that year France expended $203,200,000,
Russia $174,400,000, Germany $102,200,-
000, . Austria (In German alllanee) $62.-
200,000, and England $152,000,000. In
the last twelve months of 1897-98 the
total military expenses of the Eurcpean
‘mations have reached the sum of $819,-
2 . From 1
Eoeoﬁ?ioioture has Increased $404,400,000.
These figures do not include money
spent on strategic rallways; nor the 10ag
to the nations on account of retemtion
of 3,121,430 men as soldlers in the stand-
mg'armies-—a loss which cannot well be
calculated. They show a condition ap-
palling enough to prompt even the czar
of Rus=ia to call a halt in the onward
march of militarism.

DREYFUS CASYK.

THE

At last there 18 a chance for Dreyfus,
the lonely prisoner of Devil's Island.
The ministerial council of France has
decided ‘to appolint a special commijasion

satigate the case. This commls-
.:t?o::nv:"ill biacomposed of eminént jurists
and the mabter will be approached in a
strietly legal way, without asentimen-
cality, As we underatand W, the first
question to declde i3 whether the trial
of the unfortunate officer was fajr. It
the commission finds that it was not, a
new trial will be ordered.

in view of the fact that nearly every-
pody not interested in the con:derpna-

§66 to 1798 ‘the amnual ex-

nocence, the chaneces are that a new
trial will be ordered and the guilt fast-
ened where 1t belongs. This will be
satisfactory to the condemned man ahd
his triends, in case his innocence [s es-

tablished, but even then how can the'

country compensate him for the tor-
tures endured, mental and physical,
during years of Imprisonment in an
fron cage upon a lonely roek in the
ocean? The Dreyfus ease will remaln a
dark spot In the history of Franee, un-
til it is blotted out by a herculean ef-
fort on the part of the nation to cleanse
the Augean wstable and deprive thosc
in authority of the power to infliet fur-
ther injustive in order to cover up
their own Iniquity. Under a republican
form of government a Dreyfus oase
should be impossible. Elae what is there
to recommend a popular goveriiment® in
preference to despotism?

BTUDY SPANISH.

Hon. Hoke Smith was once secretary
of the interior in President Cleveland's
cabinet, and is a man of sound judig-

ment and considerable ability. He has
recently evoled some diseussjon not al-
together free from ecriticism because af
suggesting to the boys ¢gf Atlanta,
Georgia, that they at onece hegin the
study of the Spanish language, not only
to study but to master it. In view of
the new territory abroad which is about
to come under the control of the United
States, and that in every one of those
new possesslons save one Spanish is
the language most used, the advice
would seem io he timely and proper.
Trade and =all Kinds of comuniecation
with those places s already increasing,
*but after all the settlements relating to
their occupancy and control are sumade,
the increase will be in a mueh greater
ratio than now. TUInder these eclrcum-
stances, no argument should be needed
to show us how useful—In some casoes
how indlspensable-—~a Knowledgs of the
Spanish language will be.

The Church missjonarfes and settlers
in Mexleo and other places where 324n-
ish is almost exelusively spoken hawe
in many cases acquired the language
with faeility and correctness. It is not
nearly so diffieult as Freneh or German
and ts more musical than eitner. Stody-
ing it ls many removes from a Aa4rd-
ship and onee entered upon a desire to
proceed seems to be acquired. No doubt
Mr. 8mith’s suggestion wlll meet wijth
more favor than opposition, although
the latter Iz qulte prevalent in places,
largely due, no doubt, to the foollsh pre-
Judice which has been created agait.st
anything Spanish.

The noted writer Edgar Saltus gives
the subject his facetlous attentlon. Ife
thinks it a beneficent Providence which
has enabled man to desplse that which
he does not appreclate. There ls an
adage whloh holds that another lan-
guage {a a second purse, It may be,
says Saltus, patriotic to speak English
Incorrectly, but otherwise there is
nothing treasonable In writing Spanish
well. Spanish is not merely the tongue
of the enemy, it Is the language of La-
tin-America.
a literature which is varied If not vast.
Al present produection is alack. In co-
temporaneous Italy the most encotn-
terable contributions are bad transla-
tions of cheap French trash. It ls the
same thing In Spain. Native novelists
are scarce. Neither at home nor abroad
do they supply the demand. In Spain,
and partieularly SBouth America, "thare
are audiences large, voracious and un-
fed. It would be strategy to supply their
needs, Qur crop of novelists, always
abundant, suffers greatly from lack of
transport. ‘There are markets, here (s
the produgt. Mr. Smith is quite right.

In addition it possesses

too; let them learn to wrlte It as swell
Then when they deploy for action, after
conquering with the sword, we 3hall
conquer with the pen.”
+  8ound reasoning, notwithstanding the
unique manner in whileh it is expresscd;
50 Is the suggestion that Tagoloe may
come In handy. Reference was pre-
viously made in this article fo an excep-
tional case in which Spanish Is not the
language chlefly used, and Taguloe Is
the exceptlon. This ls the native tongue
of the Philippine Islander, and 1like 11im-
self ia an offshoot of Malay, with which
in some respects it is identieal. ‘This
language i3 said to be even easler to
learn than Spanish, but we are at lib-
erty to regard such a stawment ns at
least doubtful. Of course much depends
upon intuitive ability; some would learn
{ Spanish easjer than any other language,
while others would have great difficuity
| in pleking it up at ail, and a few par-
| haps would have to give it up alto-
! gether., These would doubtless be very
few, and it 1s justifiable in any one who
has the time making the attempt at
least.

An Engllsh court has declded a case
whiech ought to be of interest to the
travellng publie In any country where
the seat grabbing in railroad cars is the
rule rather than the exception. A trav-
eler, having occaslon to leave the ecar at
a way station for a few moments, left
hls umbrella on the seat until his re-
turn. Another passenger took the seat
and refused to vacate until forcibly
efected, Counter sults were brought,
and the case was decided In favor of
the original oeccupant, the presiding
judge holding that he had a right to
eject the intruder by the use of reagon-
able foree, If necessary.

The assassination of the Austrlan
empress has resulted In retatiation up-
on Italians. In Gratz an Itallan ped-
dler has been lynched, six deaths havye
occurred at Trieste, and hundreds of
Itallsn lasborers have been dismissed
‘from the publiec works. To ordinary
reople it is extremely dlfficuit to un-
derstand that vengeance belongs to the
Supreme Ruler of men. They do not
realize that the evil doer ls under the
curse of debt to those he has wronged,
,untll the latter cancel the debt by com-
|mitting new acts of injustice, new
eritmes.

| Gen. Corea, Spanish minister of war,
! says Gen. Toral should be court mar-
tailed for his condugt at Santiago
The war minlster has gxt the wrong
mame. Corea and Blaneo should be
court martlaled for the shameful fall-
| ure to furnish the troops in Santiago
with the suppliles and reinforcements
whleh could have been sent them
while the American attack was belhg
planned. ]

I¢ te clear that uneleanliness on the
part of Spanlards 13 a more powerful
weapon against Amerleans than eve
Mauser rifles, This has been eatab-
lished both at Santlago and In Portp
Rico: but Manila seems L0 be deler-
mined on adding an additlonal testi-
mony t2 the fabt.

Now 'the news comes that the Phillp-
" pine 1standera have perfect confidence
in the Americans, will ask for a pro-
tectorate, or will do almost anythlng

the Americans desire. There 1{s one
prominent feature in all this, vlz:

Spain ecannot rule the Philippines any

more.

| The Turk has decided to yleid to the
demands regarding the disarmament of

Mussulmans in Crete, Now that he
has got his hand In the yielding busi-
ness, it might be profitable to the Con-
atantinople géntlernan to pay that tittle
bill of Unele Sam’s without delay.



