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| the locality of our Heavenly Father, | substance, But still, we have the|gy, that our Father who begat us—
DISCOURSH Eggrt all gtggrthﬁiﬂléguﬁ: yﬂ?ai;rfmrqlﬂ and of the celestial beings who dwell | faculties within us; we have the|our Father who dwells in yonder
piness, and of | in the same abode, or the same | power; there is merely an obstacle, | celestial world, intends to make us
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I sHALL endeavor to occupy a few
moments of time, and perhaps 1
may continue my remarks until it is
time to close the meeting. I wish I

enjoyed befter health; I should then
feel more like speaking. But as it
is, I feel willing to exert myself as
far as possible, and also to bring my
mind to bear upon the t subject
of salvation, and the prineciples that

rtain to eternal life and haﬂ%iﬂm
ﬂf the world to come. It is difficult,
sometimes, for a person who does
not feel well in body, to concentrate
his mind upon those subjects which

will be edifying and instructive to

the people.
It gives me great joy and pleasure,
at all times, when 1 have the oppor-

tunity of expressing myself in regard
to the great and important work,
which our Father in heaven has
seen proper to commence in our day.
We have been made partakers, in a
measure, of the Spirit of the living
God, pertaining to this last dispensa-
tion. This spirit, when received,
and when we give it our attention,
and bring our minds to bear upon
the object of its operations, is calcu-
lated to instruet and impart much
information and knowledge to both
male and female who are in the pos-
session of it. The Spirit of God is a
spirit of revelation. It always was
a spirit that revealed something to
the human family, when mankind
were in possession of it. There have
been, however, many ages since the
commencement of the world, when
the children of men have so far
wandered from the Almighty, sodfar
departed from his ordinances and

lory, of inferior ha

E:lfe or power. Their glory is like
that of the sun, or at least, the sun
being the most conspicuous
with which we are immediately ac-
gquainted, in re to its glory, it is
referred to as being typical of thaH
highest degree of glory in the heav-
ens. The gospel is intended to exalt
the children of men to that same
degree of glory, where our Father
and where his Son resides. Hence
it is said by our Savior, just as he|
was taking Jeave of his apostles in
ancient times, “Let not your heart |
be troubled: ye believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were
not so, T would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. Andif 1|
go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you unto
myself; that where 1 am, there ye
may be also.” There is a mansion
where he dwells. Where this man-
sion is located in the midst of the
vast surrounding s , has mnot
been revealed to us. It may have
been revealed in former ages of the
world, but to us, as Latter-day
Saints, we have no revelation con-
cerning its location. But there is a
location, where these two glorious
nages dwell. It has a location,

ust as much as our earth has a lo-

cation in the solar system. But
when I speak of our Father and our
God being located in"a glorious man-
sion, or celestial world, I do not wish
to be understood that he is confined
to that location. Do not misappre-
hend the subject. He is not con-
fined to that particular locality, in
the midst ef universal space. He
has power which we are not in pos-
session of. He has power to waft
himself from that particular locality
to other dominions, other worlds,
other creations; and to do this with
an immense velocity. Of course, to
accomplish this must occupy time.
There are some, however, so foolish
in their ideas that they sappo

E:eae;:t.s, that the spirit of revelation | it does not require time for the Al-

as not had place within them. The
world may be considered in a woeful
state of darkness and unbelief, when-
ever this t and glorious gift is

withdrawn from the children of
men; for without this gift, without

this spirit, without revelation from | abode, where - he dwells, and going
i- | to some other abode at a distance,

the Most High, it is utterly imposs

ble for the human family to be saved | How great this time may
in the celestial kingdom of our Fa-|revealed; but Ifhave an idea that it

ther and God. Perhaps some may

think that this is a very broad state- | with which we are familiar; 1 mean
ment. They will refer back to the | the velocity with which our Father |
last sixteen or sevenfeen centuries,|and God can convey himself from
and will say, that our fathers have | the celestial abode where he dwells

not enjoyed the spirit of revelation,
~ during that time, and if your state-

ment, Mr. Pratt, be true, our fathers
are not saved in the celestial king-
«dom of God. I do not say that our
fathers will all be sent to an endless
hell. I have made no such assertion.
I do not say that they will receive
‘1o happiness, no glory, no reward in
the world to come; I have made no
such assertion; but understand my
assertion, that if the world have not
beeh in the possession of divine rev-
elation directly to themselves, dur-
ing this Jong period of time, then
there have none of them been saved
in the celestial kingdom of our Fa-
ther and God. Now I hope that you
have understood me. Thereis quite
a difference between being saved in
some kingdom, where there is some
glory, some happiness, and being
saved in the kingdom where our
Father resides. There is only one
way to obtain fthis kingdom-—the

kingdom that is represented, in its|

lory, by one of the most brilliant
fuminaries that shines in yonder
heavens, namely, the sun. We are
told by our Savior that those who
obey his commandments shall shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of
our Father. The Apostle Paul in-
forms us that there are in the eternal
worldsmany different Kinds of glory.
In the 15th chapter of his first epis. |
tle to the Corinthians, he says, that
“there is one glory of the sun, and
another glory of the moon, and an-
other glory of the stars for one star
differeth from another star in glory,
So also is the resurrection of the
dead.” They do not all rise to the
same glory, nor to the same happi-
ness, nor to the same fulness, nor to
the same Kingdom; but they arise |
from their graves, and come forth—

those who are counted worthy of
any kind of glory—to receive that

which they sre worthy ef, all that|son,can be in infinite s
they have lived for, and nothing|same moment. That is not our doe-

nmore.

Our Father who dwells in yonder | least. He may be, by his
hrist, | his intelligence, by his =spirit, in in-
hest degree of glory | finite space, working throughout all
of | the vast dominions of space, accord-
all the fulness of glory. They have|ing to laws he has ordained and in-
a fulness of happiness, a fulness of | stituted.

heavens, and his Son Jesus
inbabit the hi;.?
in eternity. They are

power, a fulness of intelligence,

mighty to go from world to world,
or for any celestial messenger to do
80, But this agrand mistake. Time
is included in all motion. Time is
included between the event of a
heavenly bein

be is not

is much swifter than any velocity

body | to his presence being everywhere. 1

to some other kingdom. I believe it
to be much swifter than that of the
common light which shines from
the heavenly bodies of our system,
or from the distant bodies of the
stellar system. Now, light travels
with immense velocity — 185,000
miles in one beat of the pulse, or in
about one second of {ime. We might
suppose that that is about as swift as
any being would want to be wafted,
But suppose that our Father, in the
heavenly world where he dwells,
should feel disposed to visit one of
the vast dominions of his great cre-
tion as far distant as the nearest
fixed star. If he could go no faster
than light is transmitted through
space, it would take him three and
a half years to perform the journey.
And to go to one thal was situated
some ten or fifteen times further off,
it would take, of course, ten or fif-

| teen times longer. And to go to

some which are as far off from him
as the distant creations that are just
visible through our most powerful
telescopes, it would take him six
hundred thousand years to perform
the journey, provided his velocity
was only equal to that of light. I
draw the conclusion, therefore, that
God is not confined to the velocity
of light, or to any other wvelocity
with which we are acquainted—that
he can go with immense wvelocity,
perhaps thousands and hundreds of
thousands of times swifter than that
of light, if he feels disposed so to do.
It is out of the questicn for us to
suppose that God does not travel in
going from creation to creation. That
he could be momentarily and in-
stantaneously in two creations at
the same time is something that I
never could comprehend, although
it is believed in by some of the re-
li%iuus professors of the present day.
They believe that God, in his per-
ce all at the

trine. It is not my doctrine, at

wer, by

Having said so much, in regard to'

mansion where he resides, let me
now say a few words more in regard

cannot, for a moment suppose, and 1
do not believe that any intelligent
being who exercises his intelligence,
independently fof {the traditions of
the children of men, can suppose,
that a person can be everywhere
resent at the same instant. “But,”
nquires one,“when a good man dies,
ses out of this body of flesh and
nes, it is said that he is in the pre-
rence of God. Does this mean t
he has actually gone from his taber-
necle, perhaps millions and millions
and unnumbered millions of miles,
to the abode or mansion where Jesus
is, because he is in the presence of
God?” No; I do not look at it in this
way, I look at it in this light: if this
world in which we dwell had the
vail withdrawn from off its face, and
the vail taken away from our faces, 1
consider that we would see the Lord,
however far distant he might Le;
hence we would be in his presence;
and on the other hand, those who
dwell in his abode, however distant,
can see us; for there is no vail over
his face, no vail over the celestial

or obstruction, in the way; and
when this obstruction is removed it
shows the like powers that are
planted within the tabernacles of
men, by which they can behold and
pierce those portions of creation that
are not discernible by the natural
man. This Moses obtained, during
the few moments that he was thus
enwrapt in vision. He obtained
more information in those few mo-
ments than could be imparted in all
the universities and coll that

ever existed, since the creation of|q

the world to the present day. We
may study the ponderous volumes
that are published by the learned,
and it takes a long time to grasp the

information that some very learned | gree

men have received. But oh, how
different is the method of receiving
revelation, when it comes from the
Most High! In a moment, as it
were, those faculties of ours that
have been lying dormant ever since
we were born into this world—those
faculties which are enshrouded with
the darkness of a fallen creation—
those faculties, when once illumi-
nated, when once touched by the

|

abode of our Father and God, and
there being no wvail over him, nor
over the beings that dwell in his
abode, they can behold the most |
distant creations, which they h’“’ﬂ
made. Now, this is my view. [do
not say this is the view of the
Latter-day Saints, but own in-
dividual views, in to these
matters. If then we out of
these bodies of ours, and the vail is

finger of the Almighty, can pierce
the creations of the Almi hty, so
farT?].a he i mits us to behold. :

ese things encourage me. 1 am
in hopes, when I get to the other
side of the vail, that it will not be
so difficult for me to understand the

different laws of science, and the|pa

different laws and branches of edu-
cation, that are taught in this little
creation of ours, 1 am in hopes that
when my spirit shall launch forth

taken away, we are in his presence, fout of this mortal tabernacle, and

iust as much as we woul
were wafted to the mansion where
he dwells: I have ne doubt, but
what we will be wafted (if we are
worthy) to that mansion, in due

be if we | go
{ shall not, at that time, require Lord

presence of God, while our spirits are

into the eternal world, that I

Ross’s great six feet telescope; I am

|in hopes that I shall not need any

of the telescopes, or other inntru-

| time; but I say, that we are in the|ments invented in the nineteenth

century; but I am in hopes there

yet here upon the earth; because the | will be a telescope ]:l:repared for me,
the

se that | vail i& removed and our eyes can | by which I can

pierce eternity, and eternal things,

see vast creations
of the Almighty, and comprehend,

Now, we have some examples of | in a short period of time, more than

this, Latter-day Saints: and I some- | what coul

be unfolded to the chil-

times wonder, when we have such |dren of mortality in a thousand

plain examples as are to be had in
this book which I hold in my hand,

times wonder that

so limited in their ideas and in their

years.,
I mention this in order to bring

: | (The Pearl of Great Price) I some- | before the Latter-day Saints a prin-
leaving the celestial (i)eopla should be | ciple which, I think, we should all

more or less reflect upon. How en-

views, concerning the future state of | couraging it is to think we are not

man (I mean the glorified man), as |

to suppose that be will be confined
in his vision to some icular lo-
cality, and that he will be something |

always going to be bound down to
this slow process of gaining know-
ledge, and information, and wisdom,
pertaining to the works of the Al-

similar to what we are here in this

mortal life. Now, even mortal men, | reflect upon the celestial host, who
before they obtained immortality, | dwell in

have enjoyed this spirit of seeing
things t
to be ulterly impossible. Who that

is acq
Pearl of Great Price) has not read,
with great and deep interest, the
words of that great man, Moses, be-
fore he was sent down to Egypt to
redeem the Israelites?
among the readers of the Latter-day
Saints who cannot comprebend, in
some measure, how the vision of
that man was enlarged, while he
was yet here in a state of mortality?
He went up into the Mount to pray
to the Lord. The veil was removed.
The glory of God rested upon Moses, |
and great and important things were
made manifest to him. All things
were not revealed; for he was inca-
pable of receiving all things while
yet a mortal being. But the ILord
saw proper to reveal some things;
and Moses sought earnestly for a
knowledge of some other things;
but the Lord would not grant it, and
told him that no man could behold
all his works, except he beheld all
his glory; and no man could behold
all his giﬂr}' and afterwards remain
in the flesh upon the earth; that is,
in the state of mortality. ﬁut, said
he, ‘“Moses, my =on, I will show un-
to thee some of the works of mine
hands. I will reveal unto you con-
cerning the heaven that is over your
head, and this earth upon which
you dwell.” And as the Lord talked
with Moses, the Spirit of God being
upon him, his eyes were opened, the
vail was taken away, and he saw the
whole earth, not merely the surface
of it, but the interior of it; every
particle of it was before the eyes of
Moses. This, then, shows that there
i1s within each of these mortal taber-
nacles a spirit, and this spirit, when
lit up by the Holy Spirit from on
high, has certain faculties and pow-
ers, far beyond that which we are
able to develop naturally here upon
the earth. We cannot, by our own
natural powers, discern one foot un-
derneath the surface of the earth,
We cannot discern through anything
that is opaque in its nature—any-

at were naturally supposed | they have their bodies; for some of
uainted with this book (the |

Who is there |

thing that will not admit the natural
light to be transmitted through its

mighty! How glorious it is, also, to

e fulness of celestial glory,
where there i8 no vail, and where

one with him, that we shall receive
the same fulness with him, that we
sball partake of light, and truth,
and knowledge, and advance frem
grace to ‘as the revelations in
the Book of Covenants state, until
we shall receive a fulness of all
truth? Then will not this make us,
in one sense of the word, sons of
God? Will it not make us Giods also,
according to the word of God? “But,”
inquires one, ‘““how can two persons
the same attributes without
varrelling with each other?” That
is not the order of heaven. That is
not the pure lJaw that God has or-
dained, that there should be quarrels
with those that have the same de-
of intelligence; but the law is
that they shall become one, as “I
and my Father are one, so that these
my brethren may also become one
in us as we are one.” That is the
lJaw; and if they are one there will
be as much unity between his chil-
dren who are exalted to that high
condition in the celestial glory, as
there is a unity and oneness be
tween the Father and his only be-
gotten Son. Have they any quarrel?
Have they any difficulties? Have
they any difference of views? Does
one intend to on one govern-
ment, and another a different kind
of government? No; whatever is
the will of the Father is the will of
the son; whatever the Father is pre-
red to do, throughout all his vast
dominions, the Son is in accord with
him; and whatever the Father de-
sires 1o perform and accomplish, his
children who are made like him and
one with them, will take hold and
perform the same work, with all
that unity and oneness which exist
between the Father and the Son,
In the celestial glory they are made
311&1 in oneness, in power, in knowl-
ge, and in all perfections; and the
Lord their God is with timm, and
they are one with him, to carry on
all his purposes, and will be one with
him throughout all the future ages
of eternity.
I thought perbaps the time was
expired; but 1 will say a few more
words, in regard to this great glory,
this high destiny, pared for the
sons of God. I told you that our
E;ocaaa of gaining information would
very rapid, would be immense in
its growth, and that we should have
the faculties within us developed to
the highest degree. But now, let
us for a few moments, look into this
high state of perfection. When our
faculties are thus developed, and
when we have all the wisdom that I
have been s ing of, that dwells
in the bosom of celestial beings, in
the eternal worlds, what will we do

them have been raised from the
grave to immortality, and are clothed
upon with all the fulness of the at-
tributes of the Father. 1 say, how
glorious it is to reflect upon the
heights and depths and lengths and
breadths of knowledge that will then
be unfolded to the children of men!
These things, as I said before, inspire
my heart with joy. 1 do notconfine
my hopes to the volumes of works

with this wisdom? Will we fold u

our arms, and remain throughout all
the future ages of eternity, in per-
fect indiflerence and laziness, with-
out anything to accomplish or per-
form? No; we will have works as-
signed to u- %o perform in the eter-
nal worlds, that will be proportionate

to all the fulness of that glory and
knowledge which we are endowed
with. Did the sons of God in ancient
times, come forth and assist in the

on science, with which I may come
in contact here in this world; 1 do
not confine my hopes to the slow
process of advancing in knowledge
and intelligence that the children of
this world have; but I look forward |
to that higher school—that great
university which will scope in bound-
less and eternal space, that will scope
in the most distant creations that |
we can imagine in the vast field of
eternity, in which we will be able to
comprehend those laws by which
tho wvarious creations are governed;
not understand them as we now
comprehend some few laws, but un- |
derstand them in all their perfection
and fulness, being like unto our Fa-
ther and God, made like unto him,
fashioned like unto his glorious body,
and become indeed sons of God.
Shall I go still further and say Gods?
Are we not the children of our Fa-
ther? Will not the ¢hildren ascend
to the same height, to the same
glory, to the same celestial world,
and to the same fulness of the at-
tributes of their Father? Are not
our children, take them as a body,
qualified to come up to all the per-
fections and attributes of their fa-
thers, who came on the earth before
them? It seems to be a general law
that children will grow up and pos-
sess all of the perfections of iheir
parents, provided that they take the
necessary steps, and are favored with
long life, and bave the natural in-
telligence that is comamon to man.
If, then, this seems to be a natural
law in regard not only to man, but
also to all animated creation—that
the children come up and possess the

formation of this little creation of
ours? Did they all shout for joy
when the materials were brought
ther, and when the foundations

of the earth were laid? Did they all
feel happy and sing a song of rejoic-
ing, and with great joy; did they
look upon the works which
they were performing? Yes., Jesus
was there—the First Born of this
great family of our Father in Hea-
ven. He had the superintendence
of this creation He had the power,
because the power dwelt within
him, to build this earth of ours, the
same as you give to your superin-
tendent power, to build your tem-
les, about which Brother Rich has
n speaking. It is said that the
worlds were made through our Loid
Jesus Christ. But do you suppose
that he alone made them? No; he
had the sons and daughters of God
with him. And there were prophets
in those days, before our earth was

made. They shouted for joy when
they saw the nucleus of this crea-
tion formed. Why? Because they

could look into the future, and by
the spirit of prophecy, behold the
designs and purposes of the great
Jehovah in regard to the creation
which they were then in the act of
forming. Did they not understand
that they would have the privilege
of coming forth and peopling this
earth? Yes, Did they not under-
stand that they were to pass through
a probation on this earth, the same
as we are now passing through, in
order to prepare them for a still
higher exaltation and glory, with

i)on%?

perfections of their fathers before
them—may we not reason, by analo.

immortal bodies of flesh an |
Yes; they understood these things,




