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LoONDON, Ont., 14.—The jury find
the capsizing of the steamer Vicloria
was from water in the hold, which
probably leaked in through a hole
made by a stone or snag The boil-
er was not securely tfastened and
the staunchions supporting the up-
per decks were too slender. The
engineer was grossly negligent in
not telling the Captain of the dan-
gerous condition of the boat. The
captain is blamed for being wheels-
man and eap'ain, having to little
time for both positions, and is blam-
ed for not properly examining the
boat before leaving Bpring Bank,
The manager failed in his duty in
not employing enough hands for the
boat, and in not having it in=peected,
and the government inspectors are
to blame for passing a boat which
was unfit to carry a large load of
passengers. The jury urge the gov-
ernment to be more stringent.

- WASHINGTON, 15.—The treasury
investigation committee to-day sub-
mitted a preliminary report to Secre-
tary Windom, of " evidence found
against the custodian’s department,
The commiltee report that they
found a regularly organized ring,
which had been in existence for sev-
- eral years, and been misappropriat-
ing money and defrauding the gov-
ernment. The officials and em-
plovees who are connected with the
ring, will be dismissed at once, and
a mors complete and thorough in-
vestigation will be ordered. All
facts heretofore reported
Western Associated Press dispatches
relating to the selling of carpets and
other frauds of the ring, are reported
by the committee,

ALBANY, 14.—In the afternoon
Senator Sessions testified he was an
expert in promoting the interest of
candidates, He knew the evening
before Bradley’s disclosure what
was coming. It was rumored on
the street. He did not atlempt to
see Bradley about it. Was once a

witness in a bribery case in the sen- | P

ate in whieh he had acted as coun-
sel for the payee, or it might be call-
ed a Jobbyist. I’'aid no money to any-
body to vole for the measure, Was
a lobbyist 6 or 7 vears ofl'and on, ad-
voeating such bills for adjournment
g8 e was paid for advocating. He
denied being intimate with Winans
when he left the republican party
and went over to the democrats and
lost control of the house to the re-
publicans., I{new Forsythe,of Troy,
and got $1,000 to oppose the Albany
bridge bill; had assisted in Washing-
ton in one or two little matters, but
never divided the pay he got. Went
up to Woodin’s room after leaving
Bradley in the Delevan house; told
the caucus June 8th that he had =e-
cured a vote. Witness thought he
had secured Bradley to vote for De-
pew, a3 DBradley said witness would-
not be disappointed in hls vote.
Witness was surprised when Brad-
ley voted for Conkling and Platt,
Never had any reason to believe
Bradley corruptible. Adjourned,

Senator Sessions testifled he knew
of no legislator receiving a vote in
any legiglature. Had no theory as
to where legiziators could be influ-
enced. Had no reason to believe
Bradley could be influenced by
money or that he was dishonest;
believed him honest. When he first
talked with Bradley the latter said,
“maybe you won’t be disappointed
in my final vote,” which witness
construed to mean Bradley was now
voting te please some Grant men in
his district and would finaliy vote
for Depew. He did not know that
Barbarer with whom he had several
{alks in Woodin’s room was in the
pay of the Central Railroad and
never heard anything of the Central
Railroad in his room. Had seen
several games of cards played in his
room for 25 centraise, Couldn’t
swear 1o seeing Depew in Barbarer’s
room since May 29th., Had bought
some stocks this year through Spen-
cer Trask & Co. Did not know De-
pew keptan account there,

BURLINGAME, 15.—The cyclone
- in this county was more serious than
" telegraphed from Topeka. The cy-
clone first formed belween Avonia
and Olivet and then passed north-
west, going out of the county in the

direction of Pomera, Franklin Uoun-

ty. In its course it killed five peo-

ple, including John Rosenerang,

John Harper, a man named Brown,

two colored children and a person

whose name has not yet been learn-

@l. The houses of the following

rsons were destroyed: F. Dexter,

J. Rugby, Theo. Benee, Findlay

Thompson, K. Thompkins, Philip

Fine, sen., Philip Fine, jr.,, Wm.

in the|

Pickett, Jos. Pickett, J. E. Manly,
J, W. Sargent, I. I5. Marshall, two
houses, E, I.. Marshall, two houses,
J. C. Rankens, tenement houses,
W. Vanterslyce, Andrew Wood, J.
Wiley, Mrs. Wells, W. Merriwether,
N. E. Young, Myers, H. L.
Powell, Mr. Brown, Phillip Lotta,
David Daflield, John Rosencranz,
E. T. DMartin, John Collyer,
J. W. Buoner, Jessie lLee,
Mr. Calkins, Mr. Bartram, John
Harper, J. Riggins, and undoubted-
ly many others. They were -all
farm houses in an old settled county,
many of Lthem fineresidences. » At
Quenemo the Presbyterian cLurch
was destroyed and one other build-
ing. Of the first 27 buildings enu-
meraled a majority were upon the
oppozite road Jeading from the west
into Quenemio. The people were
absefit attending the Sunday sehools
which accounts for the saving of
life. The large number badly hurt
were citizens in the buildings. The
uninjured turned out and all were
comlortably eared for. The loss of
property is enormous, but cannot be
safely estimatled. For 15 miles in
the most densely settled and best
part of O-age County, the cyclone
cut a swath of desolation and death.
Entire farms were stripped of build-
ings, eattle and much of vegetation.
At one place only a plece of tire a
foot long, and a hub, was left of a
wagon.

- o >

MORMONISH.

Authentic Account of the Crigin
of this Sect from one of the
Patriarchs.

DISCOVERY OF THE PLATES,

And the Translation of thie Book of
Mormon,

(From the Kansas City Journal, June 5, 1881.)

In view of the large Mormon im-
migration that is now pouring into
this county, and also in view. of the
difficulties that have heretofore ex-
isted between that sect and the peo-
le of Jackscn County, the Jowrnal
has taken the trouble to ascertain
the facis as to the origin of the sect,
as well as the history of their expul-
sion from Jackson County in 1833.

The translation of the Book is said
to have been witnessed by eleven
persons, as follows: Martin Harris,
David Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery,
Christian Whitmer,- Hiram Page,
Jacob Whitmer, Joseph Smith, sr.,
Peter Whitmer, jr., John Whitmer,
Hyrum Smith, and Samuel H..
Smith, all of whom except David
Whitmer are long since dead. David
Whitmer,

THE ONLY LIVING WITNESS,

bas resided since 1838 in Richmond,
Ray County, Mo, and the Jowrnal
dispatched a reporter to Richmond,
to interview the ““last of the eleven.”
The reporter called at the residence
of Mr., Whitmer and found the pa-
triarch resting in anfinvalid’s chair
looking very pale an: feeble, he
having but just recovered from a
long and =severe illness, In person,
he is about medium height, of mas-
sive frame, though not at all corpu-
lent, his shoulders slightly bent as
with the weight of years. His man-
ly, benevolent face was closely shav-
en, his hair snow white, and his
whole appearance denoted one of
nature’s noblemen. The education
acquired during his boyhood days
and his long life devoted to study
and thought, have stored his mind
with a va=t fund of information,
After introducing himself, the re-
porter opened the conversation as
follows:
“Mr. Whitmer, knowing that
you are the only living witness to
the translation of the Book of Mor-
mon and also that you were a resi-
aent of Jackson County during the
Mormon troubles in 1833, I have

to get from your lips

TIIE TRUE STATEMENT OF FACTS

in regard to these matters. For
nearly half a century the world has
had but one side only, and it is now
our desire to present to our readers
for the first time the other side.”

“Young wman, you are right. I
am the only living witness to the
Book of Mormon, but I have been
imposed upon and misrepresented so
many times by persons claiming to
Lbe honorable newspaper men, that 1
feel a delicacy in allowing my name
{o come before the public in news-
paper print again.”

“Iam sorry to hear that, but1
promise you that we shall only give
your statement as you make it, and
will not misrepresent you in any
manner.”

! After a few other remarks of the

same tenor the jeporter at last in-
duced the patriarch to furnish 'the
desired facts, which hedid in the
following language: .

EBIOGRAPHICAL.

“l was born near Harrisburg, Pa.,
January 7, 1805, but when only four
years of age my parents removed to
thie Stateof New York, settling at a
point midway between the northern
extremities of Lakes Cayuga and
Seneca, two miles from Waterloo,
seven miles from Geneva, and twen-
{y-seven miles from Palmyra,jwhere

been cent to you by the Journal|P

I lived until the year 1831. In the
vear 1830 I was married to Miss
Julia A. Jolly who is still living.
The fruit of our union wasa son
David J. Whitmer, now aged 48,
and a daughter, now Mrs. Julia
Schweich, now aged 46 years, both
of whom are now living with me. I
first heard of what is now termed
Mormonism, in the year 1828, 1
made a business (rip to Palmyra,
N.Y., and while there stopped with
one Oliver Cowdery. A great many
people in the meighborhood were
talkmge about the finding of certain
golden plates by one Joseph Smith,
jr.,, a young man of the neighbor-
hood. Cowdery and I, as well as
many others talked about the mat-
ter, but at that time I paid but little
attention to it, supposing it to be
only
THE IDLE GOSSIP

of the neighborhood. Cowdery said
he was acquainted with the Smith
family, and he believed there must
be some truth in the story of the
plates, and that he intended to in-
vestigate the matter. I had conver-
sation with several young men, who
said that Joseph Smith had certain-
ly golden plates, and that before he
had attained them he had prom:sed
to share with them, but had not
done so, and they were very much
incensed with him. Said I, ‘How
do you know that Joe Smith has the
plates?” They replied, ‘We saw the
plates in the hill that he took them
out of, just as he described it to us
before he obtained them.” These
parties were so pogitive in their
statements that I began to believe
there must be some foundation for
the stories then in cireulation all
over that part of the country. I had
never seen any of the Smith family
up to that time, and I began to in-
quire of the people in regard to them,
and Jearned that one night during
the year 1827, Joseph Smith, jr.
had a vision, and an angel of
appeared to him and told him where
certain plates were to be tound, and
pointed out the spot tohim, and that
shortly afterward he went to that
place and found the plates, which
were still in his possession. Afier
thinking over the matter for a long
time, and talking with Cowdery,
who also gave me a history of the
finding of the plates, I went home,
and after several months Cowdery
told me he was going to Harmony,
Pa.,whither Joseph Smith had gone
with the plates on account of the
persecutions of his neighbors, and
see him about the matter, He did
go, and on "his way slopped at my
father’s house and told me that as
soon as he found out anything,
either

TRUTH OR UNTRUTH,

he would let me know. After he
got there he became acquainted with
Joseph Smith, and shortly after,
wrote to me telling me that he was
convinced that Bmith had the re-
cords, and that he (Smith) had told
him that it was the will of heaven
that he (Cowdery) should be his
ecribe to assist in the tranclation of
the plates. He went on and Joseph
transiated from the plates and he
wrote it down., Shortly after this
Cowdery wrote meanother letter, in
which he gave me a few lines of
what they bad translated, and he
assured me that he knew of a cer-
tainty that he had a record of a peo-
le that inhabited this continent,
and that the plates they were trans-
lating gave a complete history of
these people. When Cowdery wrote
me these things, and told me that
he had revealed knowledge concern-
ing the truth of them,I showed
these letters to my E:}ents, and
brothers and sisters. n after 1
received another letter from Cow-
dery, telling me to come down into
Pennsylvania and bring him and
Joseph to my father’s house, gin‘ng
as a reason therefor that they ha

received a commandment from God
to that effect. I went down to Har-
mony and found everything just as
they had written me, The nextday
after I got there they packed uj the
plates and we proceeded on our jour-
ney. to my father’s house, where we
arrived in due time, and the day
‘after we commenced upon the

plates. I, as well as all of my f{a-
ther’s family, Smith’s wife, Oliver
Cowdery, and Martin Harris, were
pregent during the translation. The
translation was by Smith, and

THE MANNER AS FOLLOWS.

““He had two small stones of a
chocdlate color, nearly egg shape
and perfectly smooth, but not trans-
parent, called inlerpreters, which
were given him with the plates,
He did not use the plates in the
translation, but would hold the in-
terpreters to his eyes and cover his
face with a hat, exeluding all light,
and before his eg'es would appear
what seeined to be chment, on
which would appear the characters
of the plates in a line at the top,and
immediately below would appear
the translation, in English, which
Smith would read to his seribe, who
wrote it down exactly as it fell from
his lips. The scribe would then read
the sentence written, and if any
mistake had been made the charae-
ters would remain wvisible to Smith
until corrected, when they faded
from sight to be replaced by ano' her
line. The tranglation at my father’s
occupied about one month, that is
from June 1 to July 1, 1829.”

“Were the plates under the im-
mediate control of Smith all the
time?”

“No, they were not. I will ex-
plain how that was. When Joseph
first received the plates he transiat-
ed 115 es of the book of ‘Lehi,”
with Martin Harrisas seribe. YWhen
this had been completed they rested
for a time, and Harris wanted to
{ake the manuscript home with
him to show to his family and
friends. To this Joseph demurred,
but finally

ASKED THE LORD

if Harris might be allowed to take
it. The answer was ‘No’ Harris
teased Joseph for a long time and
finally persuaded him to ask the
Lord a second time, pledging him-
gelf to be responsible for its safe keep-
ing. To this second inquiry the
Lord told Joseph, Harris might
take the manuscript, which he did,
showing it to a great many. people,
but through some carelessness al-
lowed it to be stolen from him, This
incurred the Lord’s displeasure, and
he sent an angel to Joseph demand-
ing the Elﬂt&ﬂ, and until Joseph had
thoroughly repented of his trans-

} | gressions would not allow him to

have the use of them again. When
Joseph was again allowed to resume
the translation the plates were tak-
en care of by a messenger of God,
and when Joseph wanted to see the

Jates this messenger was always at

and. The 116 ) ages of the book of
‘Lehi’ which were slolen were never
recovered nor would the Lord per-
mit Joseph to make a second trans-
lation of it.

**A few months after the transla-
tion was completed, that is in the
spring of 1830, Joseph had the book
publiched and this (showing a well-
worn volume) is a I':GEI of the first
edition which I have had in my pos-
gsession ever since it was printed.”’

““When did you see the plates?”

“I€ was in the latter part of June,
1829. Joseph, Oliver Cowdery and
myself were together, and the angel
showed them to us. We not ounly
saw the plates of the Book of Mor-
mon, but be also showed us the brass
plates of the Book of Ether and
many others, They were shown to
us in this way. Joseph and Oliver
and I were

SITTING ON A LOG

when we were overshadowed by a
light more glorious than that of the
sun. - In the midst of this light but
a few feet from us appeared a table
upon which were many golden
plates, also the sword of Laban and
the directors. 1 saw them as plain
as I see
heard the voice of the Lord declare-
ing that the records of the plates of
;h&a Book of Mormon were translat-
Godb; the gift and the power of

“Who else saw the plates at this
time?”

“No one. Martin Harris, the
other witness, saw them the same
day and the eight witnesses, Chris-
tian Whitmer, Hiram Page, Jacob
Whitmer, Joseph Smith Sr., Peter
Whitmer, Hyram Smith, Jno.
Whitmer, and Samuel H. Smith
saw them next day.”

*‘Did you see the angel?”

“Yes; he stood before us. Our
testimony as recorded in the Book of
Mormon is absolu true, just as it
is written there.”

“Can you describe the plates?”’
“They appeared to be of gold,about

six by nine inches in size, about as

| church and parchased vesy r
tracts of land in all parts of Jus

___'-H-"‘"-.-'-

illl nilmher, ?nd bound Ik,
the leaves of a book by massjye
assing through thz back &
he engraving upon them wepe,
plain and of very curious ey
Smith made fac similes m
the plates, and sent them h’ l:
tin Harris to Profs, Ansgy ,.
Mitche{l, of New York City, hﬂ
amination. They yronounceg E
characters refurmed‘ Egyptian, e
were unable to read them” °
“Did Jos>ph Bmith ever rela, s
you the circumstance of his

FINDING THE PLATES”

““Yes; he told me that he fiy
found the plates in the early s
of 18225 that during the ﬁg m
he had a vision, an 1 appear;
to him three times in one night
t?mng him that there was l“
of an ancient people deposited
hill near his father’s house, gl

by the ancients ‘(Tumora.h,?l'_ Call

in the township of Manm O
tario County,p e Yo ANTHS ay
pointed out the exact sy
sometime after he went aug,
the records or plates deposisg
stone box in the hill just as had\,
described to him by the angel
was some little time, however,
fore the angel would allow Smit
remove the piates from their 1k
of deposit.”
“When was the church fint,
tablishe«?”’ gt x
“We had preaching during |
time the book was being transl
but our ehurch was not regularlyy
ganized until after the book

%rllnted in the winter of lﬂﬁ

e first organization was in Sep
County, New York, under the
of “The Church of Christ ”
first elders were Joseph Smith,
ver Cowdery, Martin ;
rum Smith, John Whitmer,
Whitmer and myszelf., On
of April, 1830, the church was tg)
together and the elders acknowk
ed according to the laws of §
York. Our instructions from
Lord were to teach nothing exy
the O!d and New Testamentsy
the Book of Mormon. From i
time the church spread abroadg
multiplied very rapidly. Iu}
summer of 1830, Parley Prati,}
Whitmer and 8. Peterson wal
Kirtland, 0., and establishd
branch of the church, whid;
grew very fast, and soon aftaf
temple was erected, which &¢
standing. During the wink:
1830 the same parties went tol
pendence, Mo., and establishd

County, as well asa large am

you now, and distinctly | there were amo

i hich occurred at Wilsons
translation of the remainder of the|thick as parchment, a great munyi:ﬂr Big Blue, about the |

of property in the town of Inde
denece, including the site for
temple. The reason of the emiy
tion to Jackson County '
Smith had received a reveld
from God designating Tndepende
as the place of the gatheringof
Saints together in the Jlatterd
Joseph Smith and Elder Sid
Rigdon, of the Kirtland chm
established the church in Jak
C'ounty, but soon after retur
Ohio. The temple has never &
built at Independence, but the!
still remains vacant and the
deeds are held by the church, &
have no doubt but that at some
ture day L o
1T WILL BE BUILT.
About 500 people emigratedft
Ohio to Jackson County andt
church there increased in num
with extraordinary rapidity de
the ensuing two years. Thele
in peace in Jackson Cougffmd
early in the summer of 183 W
difficulties arose between thedu
and citizens of the county, W
firs' occasioned these difficull
am unable to say, except thal
church was composed prineipall
Eastern and Northern people¥
were opposed lo slavery, and
i e Arn :jaafat goois
and simple-m ersons W
were continually
the Jackson County people !
they intended to possess the
county, erect a temple, ete. Th
course occasioned hard
excited the bitter j _
other religious denominations.
“The church at Independ®
established a newspaper called!
Morning and FEvening Star, Wi |
published the revelationsand prop
cies of Joseph Smith and the
trines of the church, which !
caused a great deal of hard feeld
among the citizens, I was at ¥
time living three miles east of 1
rt, and the first intimation 1¢
ple intended dr?

L

. IIl*-I'r' i#'
* It

that the peo led
us out of the country, was ani
between an zed mob of 8
80 citizens and about 18 Mors



