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to the powers behind the veil; and
they are te. first to . receive the
mind and will of J3o& and comma
n rate the same to the Cbnrch fhU
ts ioat spirit . or. revelation, th tapthat comes from the vine, that goes
to all the branches; And not pnly
do We eee these three main branches
neat the trunk, but a little further
along, are, twelve other branches
spreaaing out ana eacn pf mem
shooting forth other branches,tvlgs,
tendrlts, leaves and fruit,' If they
abide In the vine.

Now if those branches bye any
means become Injured, or are not In
a : healthful ' oondltion , from any
csup no matter what--sth-at the
free flow of the sap from the .trunk
and main branches is arrested, or
retarded, the cocsrquence is j that
the lesetr branches, the twlg?,leave
and fruit dependlbg for nourish ineut
aod life upon the injured or deaden-
ed limb, are more or less affected,
ninuered in tneir growtn, uwaneu
In their development and must tui--
fer death unless relkved b'a
healthy pruning. a

: . j;; ;f
X wian now to can tne attention or

the Presidents of Btakes to the con
sideration of this fact. r 1

It la the duty of every President
of a Stake to attend the annual tnd
semi-annu-al Conferences , which
are held In this place so far as jprac- -
llcabk), but If it shouia so nsppen
that a President- - nlmseif could not
be present, then he chould see i that
one or both of his Counselors come,
or some faithful man of an excellent
spirit from his Btake who shall te
capable of receiving the Instructions
given, and who is able to oommunl-okt- e

th same to.; his .President ahd
to the people. And such si peVson or
perauns should be men ' whose! dutyit Shall he to , stay until the Confer
ence to over, attending every meet
mgiand paying the strictest atrefl
Ion to all Instrudtldns giveh and to

all Church business transactedi
- They should ' not" come here in a
hur.fy t4 get away .before the j bual- -
nesw of me ajoncerence saiienaea
to; they should not feel as though
all thkt.the Presidency have to Bay
to them; so that ' When they do re- -

torn, to tneir, nomea , tney may o
ladeH with counsel and filled with
the spirit ef the Oonorenoe, ready,
to Impart the same to the people of
thtlr several" Stakes. ThePieeident
who does this keeps ali ve : the .fire,
the Spirit of the Lord m the hear U
of his people.' By attending fsuch
conferences - he goes home i with
more efUolent instructions to con
vey' to the people at home, and at
the half yearly or quarterly confer-
ence over Which he presides! he is
enabled to impart to all who were
unable to attend, the spirit of this
general conference.

.
; - . t '

ar m a a
j. now k, meu, to ne or

the :' utmost Importance! that
the JFresidenU of Stakes do rnake it
their business to see that they, as
branches abide' ; more' carefully, end
more strictly in the vine, and that
they receive the eap end nourish--:
ment of these .coniaiencea to the
utmost capacity and carry it home
to support every twig, every leaf,
and every, particle of fruit cn the
vine, for;: their proper'," healthy
growth and maturity. This princi-
ple is not only applicable to the
Presidents of maki, but it is apoll- -
eable in like manner la your'iquar
fjerly conferences ta every Bis bop..'

Lq those conferences every ward
should be represented by the Bish
op and hia counselors, and as many
Of the people as possible should be
present to i receive the counsels
there given. What is the Iresait
sometimes when Instructions! have
been given by President Tayljr
through the Presidents cf Btakes
and only a part of them rwerrf pre-
sent? Why, It is found, when tome
Important matter comes up,: that
this counsel has been neglected,
and those jwho ought to have bean
well Informed are .heard ti say," Why, we never heard .of tliis be
fore.' Why did not you he&rf of H?
Vhy. were you not there In your

place to hear of U, and thus be pre-
pared to carry out the instruct Jon
given? .: , i ;"y4:;In like manner every branoh In all
the missions abroad should oUerve
and eecure a correct and proper re
presentation In all the conferences
that are held In the various missions
wherever the Gospel Is preached and
braic!ea are raised up. This is an
absolute requirement. i(4ee Doo.
trine ind Covenants section 20,
verse 8L and on.) By this means,
and irino other way, cau the law of
the I Id ro rurih from Oo, ana the
spit it If 2ton extend to the most re-m- ot

&raneh or member of the
ChurcJ on the fc of, the whole

'earth.! J. j. , j
" Thlrtls the principle. Tou breth-
ren of J thi Prieethood, as branches
of thlf vine, are expected. to abide
In It, e have the rulieat oonnectlon
with it, and be prepared to ; convey
the tap, which : has been conveyedto y ou through .

1 he ; truck , to ' the
extreme branches, the tendrils, the
leaves and the fruit that are kinder
your care, amis unless you- - do this
your people will sutler lor Want of
Intelligence; they will . have' jto go
short of that spiritual rood wnioh
you are made the dispenser of and
which vou are expectea to impart
for nourishment and support, not
onTy In splrliual matters, but ba
tempdtai things as well, r ? I f"

Now, there Is a feeling among
anankind it la a feeling that Is eom-mo- h

lu the '

world, and it is. not
strange that some who navef ueen
brought up In the woria snouia re
tain it a feeling or luuepenuenee, a
feeling of a feeling
tbat.we are capable ofdolnxt wlth- -

aiiU. UtM wvt mu
this and that as we think tosU Ml
hrathren. the less of this feeling we
carry with us, the safer .and j better
for us and for tne Iopie we nave iu
inn tract. Wa should understand
ourdependeace on God andon
irtr t bTAtiiren wno are t piawvu. , .araa a aftVaa

over- - us - in tne v. rrmuuwu -- r tui
tkatMMinsel necessary to sustain us
.ti.i that will enable us to - bear ofl

rheJtadomprp?d;hv rigbteoue
neas. ' ' s h- j

Let me Valte you to an la
atanna at a man in the early daystf
the Churob Lyman Wlghfc-4ho-

ed this kind of spirit , wnan
liatKi. It was all Jose rJi could
kam him in suMection ta th conn

rf Ih. Prtaathnod. but be did
mn'-mt- i vhun brODSht to eotAsi- d-

...ilrvn nf hta rnaltW.n in the CbUTCh
so Jong aa Joseph Jived, f But wherf

Pmnhat Jnsanh died be Old BCt

reccsatee the right cf ArBrl
ham or his bretnren or aue y-- ""

t, nrmAm rwmT Mm. And WhCTe
riLfha nV r--T A ft tartad BJ1 oCihOOt Of

the Church by himself, and both he
anrl thnaa who folloareid hint Went
nut into the 4 world to deatructlon
nrf tn tha rfavll tnoathfiT. ThlS

the fate of those who think thy
eta rcTt" incr-rriT- cs -- u
th tfiiM r,y th rsiErth aitd XUng

hamtt VooVjC arid the: Apostle Le
woaldfc hava eatheied With, us ; to
these valleys of the .mountains, r
Joiced with us, and laid down! his
bones here, and been one wiin tue
poople pf )Qod. t Buf, noi he went on
uv himself, feeling total y Indepen
Jent pf his brethren. He abode not
m the vine and hrouxhtilortn. no
tnit' f .ia a:! 4ov Is

. If there be any among us whi fay
ia ttiair bearta L received my .bfess,
Ings from President - Young, ne
btstowed upon me all blcsstngs, "a-
uthority, , Priesthocd . and keya of
pewer that any one else has receiv-
ed, not excepting President "Taj lor,
tt any of the ApostJea, and I have
Juet mi much, right to advlaej and
oailJ uji aocof dingio "buy owndfc
ro lou as be, or fhejr have--letsu-ch

take warning by the course bf! Ly
man Wight, iJeo. MllJer and"others
who have struck out. Independently
and tee the nd which theit course
has dthemT;tb.t;!A the . ttavior
said, ''if a man abide not In me, he
laTcef. forth a4;" branch,' apd V

withered, and inea gather them and
cast thfom -- JutO' the fire, and they
ar burtied. , . . .!
' There ' fa' ho bther-w- ay for the
brethren of the Apostles, the PreBl-dt- n

s, of Htake, the Bisbops ef aa
Warda and for , alt those who tand
in authority In tne Charchr-the- re

Is no othor way for men to have the
Jove of Chrlat ln them,' to have the
power of the Priesthood to grow
with God's Klngdon, but that they
abide ra: the vine, be one with itheir
brethren,' keep fast to the truih,and
de lve-thei- r full share of the ap
that oornes from the roota through
the body of the vine;1 'UM . , .

This - is - the principle I wish the
bre hren would 'consider. It! ia a
beautlul figure' whloh the Savkr
draws, and beautifully represents
the great .truth, that should i be
fastened ' upon our ' mind, as . He
tried: to 'fasten It opon the. Apostles
and Priesthood of Ills tlme.."JEvery
branch In me that brhigttU not forth
ft nit ! he t taketh awayif and everv
brittich ))hf,besireth fruit be purgsth
it that it may 'bring forth imo.e
fruit." '"' 4

iTheni we mast look out and aee
that nothing ofienda us; thai we
ive in harmony With all tne instruc

tions and ' eoamsela of: tbn Church ;
we want totaee the spirit of love and
power Sowing OPt only through the
body buttthrough .ajl th$ branches
until it reaches the utmost exSremi
tv of the vine Not only the Apost
les. Bsventle and High Priests, but
the Deacons and members,, all who
have been baptized into Christ and
who abide in ilm.' ,A fb

TSomerbf "you may have noticed
ahd seen thhf there are vine whose
branches extend quite to the topi of
the tallest trees, and , that It was
difficult to fell such trees bt cause of
tha fiustalnlne power of the lyine.
The Vine bears the1 choicest of all
fruits this vine which! God has
planted in I these last days Is the
ehdtcest and greateet vt all,-ai-nd it
will make itself manifest as uuen,
And We wish all those brethern who
are called to labor-I-n the vineyard
to be in a position 'to attend) these
conference?, especially, our annnai
eanfaramee. an that theT'mav bear
and if they , have hot minds ! suffli
clentiy strong to-- , remember every
thing, to bring pencil ana paper and
take notes of all matters that need
to be nrnemberediuid carried home
and Imparted to the people who re-

side in thetr! various Htakes and
Wards, Conferences and Branches.
' There. Is another beautiful I lllus-- 1
tration that might be j made! with
reeard to the vine,1 but I have not
time save td refer to it this mornings
It 13 this: if you, take vine thai
has had vrowth for awhile and yon
go carefully and dig it: up from tte
earth,' you Will find that ther Is a
very istrlUnft similarity jn he roou
ta the appearanoe and-Bharact- er. of
the branches above. Did you .ever
notice this? - Did you ever think of
i? Well, this is a beautiful illuttra- -

tion of the order of the Priesthood
la the eternal world. The Apostle
In speaking eonoernlng these mat-
ters refers to a. "hhpe we have as an
anchor of the soul, : both , sure and
steadfasr, and which enters th ' into
that within the veil." The Prleet- -
hood rbehlnd the veil j are all in
terested int us, ,all anxious for US',
all" ready : to minister to i us
es far' and- - as fast as .occasion
permits or requires, as the root" con-

tinually generate nourishment and
minister to the branches or ; top of
the tree; so that we may be found
efflolent In our spheres and iniar
flekis of labor. We ought never to
feel that we are alone. We Cannot
be 'alone. We ought to "know we
cannot live wjlbout them nor they
live ana be giorihea , without, us.
And While; this responsibility Is ex
tended tons, we should sense that
we and they are Darts of i tbe trreat
whole of father Adam's family,juad
that there is. a responsibility rest
ing . upon j'jus that la f great
and that 1; treneralJ i This vine

has yet id yield great ahd glorlcua
fruits, whle jts, branches! must fill
tne earth anaine fowls of heaven,tne angeia, .wui : joage m i tnem.
What are weL dolmtto J brintr forth
these fruiU? - What-t- o promote the
growth ef thla vine-i-n' th earth?
What are jrotUres1dbnts of Btakes
dolns? Djc von reallz-- i that von are
raisins upand proteasedly-edocatlni- ;

m tne name or the Ojrq a nauon or
Avtnga ana A'nests.so uoav - aj yaa
Impress upon the-hear- ts of the
Saints that this is our Work? Do
Tod instrirst the Teacher"J and tboee
or tne lesser Priesthood how to Heal
with the beoDle and ti see that there

hs.no-- Iniquity permit teJ. Inj their
midatr This is theJkind of fruit that
throws on this vine, brethren, and
this is the kind of fruit that you are
called upon . t nourish, stredgtbenana protect. KAnovaan't you know
tne grape must not ooly growl but It
must gain color.' The fruit must be
fully ripened. It is a fruit that needs
a gupu uetu ur warm suanytweaxner.the tunshlhe' br"thr UoTy anlrTt!
It can only ripen in that riaht kind
or ciimatet' and that climate :4s
right here -- the shining of thssuti
of tbefioj-Hpirtk)ae'- thetmdeaw
stuMimg .thtfeo-iTli- s . natbBPDf
"kings and priest" mast W?se I

reared that wienrthe Hayior eomes
li4.-vrll- l aa J.I ppopU to re-
ceive Him; a people Who ahall be
full of the aith and the power of
the Gospel; a people whose lives
shall In all respects comrsrt with
the character c f EaScia ' ti God: In
fsct, who shall fee f tfca cbple that

fwMv .iMui c im-
- mm n wa waioii

nesayt: a new
akyicg,rhou erf worthj lo Uke
the boor, and ta. oma the seals
thereoft fur thod:watlln,and hast
redeemed tis ro-C- od by tbyh&wdout of every kindred, tonzuavs and
peopie ana nation; ana hast sfciid 1
na unti mt Cix! Ttlng lKid priest; I

andw thill rtlxa t!ie tRrth
mis was their aonir nf lov ami
loininir B?tlbh vrnruil.. ( K

ImtUrt phase of oaor1 fereat 'fork
which bear a amannganajogy w me
vine and its branches, but! cannot
take time to dwell .upon then How
lest I wrong those who have yet to
address you. I think perhaps I have
said enough to call your attention to
the subject andrjlhe gplrlt wll aid
ycu to pursue 11. My earnest desire

that we may asaster, thla; and all
principles of the Gospel, and make
them, our i own1- - eternal riches,
through our Lord ! Jesus Christ,
Amen. "- - - - ' -

"a itt riL Y.n iivail tit Ufalne:
stick hone on a cane,when the cane

end Mae, but Bt.: isU , Oil cured
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At the General Conference, Hal'
urday Morning April l, 1883.

E1VKTED Br JOHN IRVINE.

It la ft very pleading privilege that
we Lv' o tueetln together iu
Conference ftSfiembled lu thla man-M- r.

1 have teen very much Krftt'-fle- d,

lntreetect and InBlfocted, M J
am sure all the - faithful-- ' have teen,
who have been present and! shared
or partaken of the spirit of thla Con-
ference. X hope and pray that while
we fthall remain together we way
feel the, spirit of Inspiration retting
upon U9 to guide our winds In our
leflectloua and ourtpeech Into tlioee
cnannelg of commuuic&Uou that
Khali be uiMt itfl table to the feo
pie. i ' si-- -

We have tUls day extraordinary
reaooti fur gratitude and jral-.- e U
Ood our Heavenly Father luf the
peculiar manifestation of ilia UkU
ubtm and mercy to uu durlug the
past year; not only In granting that
the earth fehould . be Irultful
In yielding abundantly for the. re-

turning wants of His people, (both
for' man and beast, fcirtior the i pro- -'

tection and deliverance of His; peo-
ple from the machination h, and dev-lo-es

and, the subtle plans of) men
high in authority, - who have ;eet
themselves to ensnare us, and If it
were possible, to hinder the work of
Ood men who have thought to de-- j

etroy or cripple the great cause whtob
Uod has established in the earth for
the' redemption and" ex al tatkm of
the haman family, frcro dcgie iatlon
and sih, to the realms bf;ir4elllceuee
and glory In His ikingd6nz.(l&Arely
all Bain who have been making
"first the kingdom of Uod and Hto
rlghteougnese,''thlr aim and study,
cannot ran to have Ttotu 'two. ana
felt thia.ni but another aeur--
auce rrom ion ,uign or i'n
good pleasure in ' not bn lyj hav-
ing given, unto, us the kingdom,nt
in preserving, the rights, the powers
and blessings thereof from encroach-
ment or invasion ; and? from injury
by the hands of the wicked and
kodiyVf' i ;;'TUlamremindeJ that the timeai
mdlsposal this morning "M snort,
there being ) several rut ! to address
the conferehceJ !l wlL(, therefore,
proceed directly, to call.your atten
tion tv a passage ol Bcripiure ruuna
in .the 16th chapter i tonn: i- -

Iamlhatrua vine, and my FataarUtbe

Kvary branoh In m tkat baaratb not fruit
Ha taketh away, and every branoh that beer--
tk fratt Ha purgth It, that 1c may brtnff

forth mora fruit, ' :;
' --ut i

Mow. ya aro oiean through the wora watob
I hare a uoken unto loa
. AbldaintiM and I In ou.lA ikabcaoah
aannot baar frottof aaeJf. axoept ttabtda la

an exeapt yea aktde Jo

i amtkevlnaw va the , nranoiiaai aHa
that abidaih in ma. and I in htna thaaaaa
brUurath forth mnohfnut; fat without ma ya
oaa do notUor. f f.iavtjr'

' i J.If a asan aDwa noamna, na east lona aa
a branoh, ao4 la wlOterad; aod maa tathaa
them. and Gscttaeaa into im are, anautay
ara burned. "

II ya aoiaa m ma. aura my wwa u
tea; ya ahaJI aak what wllL and It ahaU ba
dona unto you. '

Herein ia my rainar ajwi.naa, iiuu j uw
much fruit so ihaU ye by dlartptea,' i .

V One of the' ProDhet. Itthinlr!it
w as J etemlah , said- - tha t other vine
was the noblest or choicest ot all
the trees of the forest. . The Qavior,
no doubt, in view ,pf this general
understanding, adogtejl the vine to
rhcnrauvelv renrecent ther creciooa
ptinclplei wnlcn 110 mtaerxooK to 11

luatrate in toe ioregomg paeesges or
Scripture, and which' I wish to make
some1 allusion' to,' in lllttstration of
the Importance or out being in a pro
per position, to attend to our duties
faitnfully, wnicn is necessary ror
the com plete growth and progress
bf the vice, to which "we are attach
ed la all its branches, leaves, flowers
and frnlts. i; i !

Christ's Church Is frequently
spoken of aa a Tine of the fjOrd'a
planting in the aarthrt Oar Bavlor
ahd; the ancient Prophete lNephl,
Jacob, Z&nos and others spoke of the
hnsbandman going rorin in tne
morning, to employ workmen to la

. . .I a t ...1 V. n

landlmrthen of fth dayjfandaleo

ploying laborers to go into the vine--
nu prune, u ior.ioe last time.

1 wish to remind, vou mv brethren
of lh.PrUathnA1Mrtriallv t hi aft

Pinions, Jn the Wardi the

ate the men who were spoken f
and written about m tneir parables.
utTnafrroDbaiB or tnoaa'cariv oava
were so filled with i the spirit and
cower of the (Jot-pe-l and of revela- -

'

tlon. that they looked Into the future
and saw In Vto Ion tha birth of Chrfet
and the work that he was to per-
form. They also .beheld our .day,
and i the o wor jfi rhlohi We
are engaged. It must be
borne - in mind, that we are hot
working akme for our, dear selres.
but for.those oomingarter mr; ana
that our work bears a strict relation
to those that" have been herei and
gone before tut to the spirit world, to
whom v y. rejuteo; ana
without whom we cannot be; made
perfect, any more, than they i wltb
out as. f 4 l 14

Therefore, 'every Slider clothed
with the Priesthood has a rlgbt to
officiate in ordinances aSecting the
happiness of those who have gone
before, at well ai of being the means
of bestowing blessings upon those
who follow him; and for the user of
this power he will be held aoooonta
Lie. i'i' :iU i

Now let If ba understood,' Jsxua
said"! am the true vine.Mvery body
acquainted witit the ait of pruning
knows, mat to make a tree bear the
greatest amount or Trolt he must
trim it so that there will be n6 amall
branches springing rv up around
tne. , roots,. , but f that there
te. .. one i vine , .with all the
eao ruhnlna? throua-- h ' It. K haa
not ouiy said, "I am the true vinev?
mii ajsoysLare the branches.' If
the tree . be nroperlr trimmed the
sap, which is the lia" or It, Will go
from the roots through the vine to
all the branches thereof, Jeans said
in connection Tlth -- this, f evers
braneh in me that Jbeareth not fruit
am uuteth away ; and every branch
that beareth ' fruit Ua-mrnt- h it.

it voiar-Mili- ar forth , more
tC ,:f. r: x)i-'- l

v JjetJt be nnderstood that the
healthy, tuxifty T growth of the
limbs, the leaves, the bloom and the
fruit alldepends upon the close ad-here- nre

of the "branches" to the
vmar toebodv of Chrlet. And

every mart bearing the ilolv Ftiect- -
hood must be made comecloua of
this ia his eiperkncs and observa-llo&- s

at cme time cr aiiather If be la
cf any use aa a livins branch is t'lta
Church. - --, -
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