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THE HOLY priesthood
its powers and authority to-

gether with its rightsbights arid
privileges

LECTURE SECOND

tilethe following lecture wasivas prepared
by elder joseph E taylor and was
read before the members of the school
ot science in the logan temple sat-
urday afterafternoons december 3rdard 1887

in continuing the subject of priest-
hood we wish now to consider the
question of the right to revelation and
how larfar this right extends

some there are who seem desirous
to have all ththee revelations of god pre
saeed with thus saith the lord
and they consider that every import-
ant counsel given should commence
with these words also anything short
of this being questioned by them as to
its validity such persons comprehend
very littlelitile oft thtaft true sources of reve-
lation or the rights and privileges of0
the priesthood in reiarelationtion thereto
president young said that the lord
was merciful to the people in speaking
to them by way of counsel and not by
way of commandment and we are
told in the revelations that the lord is18

not pleased with those who wait to be
commanded in all things

in view of our entire ignorance of
everything pertaining tuto heavenly
things isia the opening up of this last
dispensation it was very necessary
that god should reveal not only the
gospel with its laws and ordinances
but toethe priesthood also with its vati-
ous

vail-
ous offices and authority thereof and
wast itic was ordained to accomplish

to the extent tuat this has been
made known what need is there to
have repeated any of the subjects that
have been revealed there is none un-
less we depart from the true order of
god so tar as to lose our knowledge
of them let us illustrate there is
no need that god should repeat to us
the necessity of building temples inic
which certain ordinances may be ad-
ministered and why because that
has already beenbean revealed as the fol-
lowing will show for it isia ordained
that in zion and in her stakes and in
jerusalem those places which I1 savenave
appointed lorfor fretuge shall be the
places for your baptisms torfor your
dead 11 see doc and cov sec v
W

THE revelation EXPLAINSegamiS
where this ordinance must be ad-
ministered to be acceptable to the
lord and says further there is not
a place found on earth that he may
come and restore that which was lost
unto you or that which lie hathbath taken
away even the of the priest-
hood for a baptismal font there is
not upon the earth that they my
saints may be baptized for those whowh
are dead for this ordinance belong
eth to my house and cannot be ac-
ceptablecep table to me only in the days of your
poverty wherein yo are not able to
build a house unto me 4

for therein are tuetae keys of the holy
priesthood ordained that you may re-
ceive honor and glory 41

and I1 will show unto my servant
joseph all things pertaining to this
house and the priesthood thereof

it is further said thuthai your anoint
ings and your waswaso ningaings andana your bap-
tisms for the dead and your solemn
assemblies and your memorials for
your sacrifices by the sons of levi
andaad for your oracles in your most holyholy

bapes you receive conversa-
tionseions and your statutes and edgjudg

deptsajit jorfor the beginning of the revela-
tions and foundation ofdf zion and torforegonsthee glory honor and endowment of all
per municipalspals are ordained bytheby the
ordinance of my poly house which
my people are always commanded to
build unto my holy name 11

president wilford Woowoodruffdraff in his
testimony which formed a partpare of the
epistle of the twelve apostles that was
read at the semiannualsemi annual conference in
salt lake city october 8 1887 said
that joseph bad received all the keys
of priesthood that were necessary for
the salvation of the living and the
dead and that hebe bad conferred these
keys together with all the sacred or-
dinancesdin acesances pertaining thereto upon the
twelve apostles he being one of the
number who received the same at his
hands president woodruff gives the
date also when

THE JE BLESSINGS
were bestowed by joseph upon the
twelve namely during the winter of
18431843 and 18441814

isee irig then that the pattern of terntem
lealeanahas8 been renrevealedaled what need is18

here every time that one is built for
aeis lordDOW to glye a revelation as to the

breadth and heliat therthereofdof asaa
Wen as boltsita internal arrangements
toothe nuinnumberber of0 toomsrooms nepnecessaryessry and
their dimensions I1 the entrances there-
to

re
and the places of exitelt

orok to designate uteut what purpose each
room shall be from the lowest
to the highest one in the building
there is none whatever for the sizeaize
of a temple will be determined mainly
according to the localitylocalioafosin which it is
built and the purposes forr which it is
to be ud seeing that the number of
Temp lella not limited to merely one
or they belong to the stakes of
Zzionon as well as zion herself and jeru-
salem neither is there any particu-
lar necessity to enquire of the lord as
to the number of towers each temple
should have whether it16 be onetone two
six or twelve

president B young when deldeliveringiverIn 9
hisbis orationoratioti previous to laying the cor-
ner stones of the salt lake temple
said NauvooAt joseph dedicated

anotherer temple the third on recordpath
in 0conrr time he knew what wadwas

wanting for he hadbad previously given
of the prominent individuals

then before him their endowments
liehe needed no revelation then of a
thing he had long experienced tinyany
more than these now do who have ex-
periencedperien ced the same things it is only
when experience fallsfails that revelation
is neuley 11

lain kermonermon preached by him in the
afternoon of the same azy he said
five years ago last july I1 was here

and saw in the spirit the temple not
ten feet from where we have laid the
chief corner stone I1 have not en-
quired what kind of a temple we
should build I1 have never looked up-
on the ground but

THE VISION
of it was there iseeI1 see it as plainly as
if it was in reality before me wait
until it is done I1 will say however
that it will have six towers and joseph
only built one it tois easier for us to
build sixteen than it was for him to
build one the time will come when
there will be one in the cecen-
tre

il
of temples we shall build anandd

on the toptep groves and fish pondyponds butbat
we conall not see them hereherb at pres
ent 11

the lord accepted the kirtland
temple small as it was sixty five by
fifty five feet that was boullt by the
the people in toeme days of their poverty
and holy messengers appeared and
ministered therein yet the dimensions
of that tetema were not followed in
the ballain the one in nauvoo
which was reetso three feet longer and
thirty three leetbeet wider than the kirt
laudland temple while the salt lake
temple is seventy six and one nail
feet longer and nineteen feet wider
loan the temple at far west will be
if built according to toe original de-
sign given by joseph the corner stone
01 was laid july 4 18 W the
first ground dedicated torfor a temple
in this dispensation was at
d neence jackson co missouri aug 3

1831 beven personspersonaI1

were present
beside the prophet joseph the
dimensions of the temple for the
presidency called the house of the
lord I1 it being oneffone of the temples that
will be built there according to the
pattern of joseph jan 25 1833 will
vary from all toe other esit be-
ing eighty seven feet longleng by sixty oueone
feet wide see history olof joseph
smith june 11833 the temple
at st george variesvadea Isin size from the
logan and mantl temples both of

are nearly olof the same dimen
along exempt in height

in ence to ordinances which ate
to be administered inIB Temp lesis there
any necessity otof their being revealed
more than once none whatever no
more thandoaa the ordinance of baptism
or ordination to priesthood adam
held the priesthood and liehe conferred
it uponapon those who came immediately
after him and noah those who im-
mediatelymedia tely succeeded him and thus
was perpetuated the power and
authority of the holy priesthood

IN THEIR DAY

which priesthood administered the
same ordinances that are being con-
ferred upon us and as we have showsshown
joseph did not depart to another
sphere until hebe had bestowed upon his
brethren all that was then essential as
pertaining tota these holy ordinances
and this knowledge remains and will
continuecoa with usns unless we lose it
through transgressiontransgressien As we ad-
vance the lord will reveal more to us
and thus we will continue to receive
line upon line until we are prepared to
enter into his presence but we have
no claim upon god td further cevela
tion until we have that which
has already been given

in regard to special revelation joseph
said april see staratar
vol 14 page we never enquire
at the hand of the lord for special
rewrevelationelation only in case of there being
no previous revelation to suit the case
and that in a council ofef high priests
it is a great thing to enquire at the
handband of god or to come into his pres-
ence and we feel tearfulfearful to approach
him with subjects that are of little or
no importance to satisfy the queries of
individuals especially about things
the know eledge of which men ought
to obtain in all sincerity before god for
themselves in humility by the prayer
of faith etc

at the time of the organization of
the high council in kirtland feb 17
1834 the ffollowinglowingol is recorded in
cases of ddifficulty respecting doctrine
or brindprinciple1 le itif there tois not a bufil
clency Wwritten3aten1 tomake the case clear to
the minds of the council the presi-
dent may enquire and obtainabdin the mind

lordeLord by revelation i to prove
that there is no necessity ffer0r repetition
I1 will quote from josephshs words 0 hi josefsJosehee deldeliveredere to ttaee twelveVv elve ry
271818 who had peedbeen pholoosedseir thirteen
days hrevuspr evus

I1 is a fact ift ILIitichow bad in rpymy possession
every decision which lias been nad upon
important

OF DOCTRINE
and duties since the commencement of this
work I1 would not part with them for any
sum of money but we have neglected to
take minutes of such things thinking per-
hapsh a 1 s that they would never benefit us here-
afterlt ter which chadwehad we now gouid decide
almost every jointpoint of doctrine which might
be agitated but this has beubeen neglected
and now we cancannottiLot bear record to the
church and to the world of the great and
glorious manifestations winchwhich have been
made to us with that degree of power and

i authority we otherwise could itif we now had
these things to publish abroad

I1 since the twelve are now chosen I1 wish
tto tell them a course chico they may pursue
and be benefited hereafter in a point of
light of which they are not now aware 1IV
they will on every time they assemble ap

a person to preside over them during
the meeting and one or more to keep a
record of their proceedings and on the
decision of every question or item be it
what it may let such decision be written
and such decisiondeci eion will forever remain upon
record and appear an item of covenant or
doctrine an item thus decided may appear
at the time of little or no worth but atlearshoulda
it be published and one of you lay yourour
hands on it aftattar0 1 youyon will find it of iniinfinitenite
worth not only 10 your brethren but it will
be a feast to your own souls

here is another important itemhem if youvou
assemble trouy time to time and proceed to
discuss importanttant questions and pass deci-
sions upon the same and fail to note them
down I1 lyby and by you will be driven to
straits from chica youvou will not be able to
extricate youryourselvesselve s because you may be
in a situation not to bring your faith to bear
TI ith sufficient perfection orr power to obtain
the desired information or perhaps for
neglecting to write these things when god
revealed them

NOT
them of sufficient worth the spirit inmaya y
withdraw and godgo 1 may be angry and here
is or was a vast knowledg f infinite im
portanee which is now loewlost now if youyon
willivill be careful to keep minutes of thesethere
things as I1 have said it will be one of the
most important fords seen tor every
suchnuch decision r after remain usas
items of doctrine and covenants

we are constantly referring to the
book of doctrine and covenants
especially for items to prove the cor-
rectnessness ot our position in reference
to the principles of ouroar faith or the
order as well as the authority olof the
priesthood and no matter to what
extent we elaborate any principle we
generally refer to the written word for
proof the ministrations of the priest-
hood in their public utterances are in
the main simply reminders ef some
part of the written law and some
revelations also partake of this char
acter A notable instance of this can
be bound in the revelation given to
president taylor october 1133 1882
except the designating certain men torfor
positions in the priesthood and direct-ing others to labor among the lamaslaman
ites this revelation is a reminder of
duties revealed long ago culminating
in the words for my priesthood
whom I1 have called and whom I1 have
sustained and honored shall honor me
and obey my laws and the lawslawa ofef my
holy priesthood or they shall not be
considered worthy to hold my priest-
hood saith the lord the revelation
closes with a glorious promise to those
who are obedient to gods law

the prophet josephs right to re
ceide revelation for the whole church
is thus defined in doctrine and cove-
nants section 43 verses 1177

for behold verily verily I1 say unto1110 you I1
that ye hayehave received fta commandment fotor
a law unto my church irh him aliwhomloin I1
have appointed to recreceiveoilie commandments
and revelations from my hand

awland this shall ye know assuredly that
there is no other appointed unto youon to re-
ceive commandments and revelationsre elaUlationsons until
liehe be taken itif hphe abide in me

but verily deruy I1 say unto you that none
else shall be appointed unto this gift except
it be through him for if it be taken from
hinihim he shall not baye power except to ap-
point another inin bis stead

and this shall hebe a law unto you that ye
receive not the teachings of any that shall
come before you as revelations or com-
mandmentsmand ments

and this I1 give unto you that you mayinay not
be deceived that you may li1abwnow they are
not of me

for verily verily I1 say unto youryou that he
that is ordained of meine shall come inin at the
gate and be ordained as I1 have told you
before to teach those revelations winch
you have received and shall receive through

i

gaihimanit whom I1 have appointed
in reference to the

SELLINGSEALING POWER
it is said

I1 have appointed unto my servant joseph
tolo hold this power in the last flays and
there is never but one on the earth at a
timelime on whom thisthid power aniand the keys arithia
priestpriesthoodcoq ateare conferred doc and
bee 13 verr 7

thus it will be seen that this right
as well as that to receive revelations
for the whole church belongs to the
president of the high priesthood and
any other man attempting to act in
either capacity would soon find him-
self altogethertORetheral out of place every
apostle is eligible to this position for
as we have shown in our former lec-
ture all there is of priesthood or
right of presidency is comprehended
in the apostleship yet the lord has
limited the right to the exercise of this
power upon the earth to one man at a
time when we vote to sustainluthethe
twelve as prophets seers and
tors this does hot imply that each
member of the council ot twelve in-
dividually will assume to give revela-
tions to the whole church forseefor see
insing that only one maninan at a time can
exercise this powpowe erittit would naturally
devolve upon the president of the
quorumquorum otel twelve in the ababsencetence of a
viralfirst presidency yet every revelation
thus received would undoubtedly be
submitted to the entire quorum before
beingbe ng givenen tot tathe peopleMV0 14I1 for they the
ea ire bauc would0 liau constitute
thechef presidencyresIde TAc qt4 tthe church

luin toethe quorumborum of theile AratTifirst twelvevelve we
andfand abat the right of seniorityty and
consequently presidency was aeterdeter
term laedped first by age and afterwards
by ordination which I1 believe has
never been varied from except for
causecanoe I1 will quote from the prprophetophee
josephs history lyman johnsonejohnsonE
was the firstarst one of the twelve who
was ordained in this dispensation
which wuwas on the fourteenth day ot
february 1835 but on the second day
of may of that same year joseph said

it would be the duty of the twelve when
in council to take their seats together

according TO AGE
the oldest to hebe seated at the headbandbeadheadandand
preside in the first councilconn cil the next oldest
in the second and soBO on until the younyoungesteat
oddhad presidedpreal ded and then bekin at the oldestAeat
adalu

consequently lyman E johnson
being the youngestyoug gest of the entire body
took hisbis seat the last and retained
the position of junior member of the
council until nohe was cut off april 13

lm1838 I1

young stood thetb third in
the council according to age at the
date above mentionedped may 2 1835
bat thomas B marsh the senior mem-
ber having previously apostatized he
was cutcot off march 1839 and
david patten who came next having
been killed october 23 1838 brotheryoung became the senior member and
retained this position until his aap-
pointmentpol to the first presidency in
1847 the lord confirmed this rightht
bbv naming him as the president of thee
twelve in january 1841 at the same
time that he named affe other author-
ities of the cauich nearly all of
whom were then occupying the places
named see doedoc and cov sec

john E page was ordained an apos-
tle the same day tuat our late presi-
dent john taylor was ordained to that

namely december 19 pmj and
though nearly ten years the senior ofjohn taylortayler according to his age and
more than two years the senior of
brigham young yet hisbis numerical
position in the quorumwas determined
by his ordination and not by his age
as was also apostles woodruff rich
ardsards lyman wight and all others suc-
ceeding them up to the present time

As we have already quoted
RECORDED DECISION

of the twelve will for ever remain as
itemsigims of doctrine and covenants al-
though this might relate exclusively to
those decisions that were made abroad
that the prophet bad inia view their
absence from the body of the church
at the time liehe thus spoke is evident
for he immediately afterwards and in
the same council propounded the fol-
lowing question

what importance is there attached to the
calling of the twelve apostles differentdin erent
from the other callings or officers of the
church i

after the question had been dis-
cussed ayby brothers young patten
smith aandn mclellan president joseph
smith janjuni givegave the following deci-
sion

they are the twelve apostles who arearc
ccalled to the office of traveling high coun-
cilc il who are to preside over allaff the churches
of the saints among the uengentilestiles and they
are to travel and preach among the gen-
tiles until the lord beall command them to
go to the jews they are to hold the kkeysya
ofit this ministry to unlock the door of ethe
kingdom of heaven unto all nations and to
preach the gospelgoalie to every creature this
is the power authority and virtue of their
apostleship

in regard to the decisions of other
quorums or councils we may say that
eeveryvery dedecisionelsion made in
bayaniby a highgh council in a stake of zion
especially if it is a decision upon doc-
trine is entitled to be recorded and
should be a guide hereafter and it
may be used as a precedent when a like
question is considered by them every
decision made in righteousness by a
bishopsbisho Is court is worthy of all accept-
ance tutout unlike questions upon doc-
trinal matter the Ccases that are gener-
ally considered by the bishops courts
have each of them features peculiar to
themselves and distinct from all
others that should have weight in the
minds of the bishopric when renrenderingderin 9
a decision consequently precedentsrece dents
followed too closely by al-
though establishedestablisheo by therAthemselvesselves
might workw an lolinjusticeustice at times ac-
cording ortheto the reyrevelationelation every deci-
sion should be made ilinin righteous-
ness in holiness and lowlinessovi liness of
heart meeknes sand longions suffering
and in faith and virtue and knowledge
temperaapee patipatienceenee brotherly kind-
nesstessandandTcharity and outside of de-
cisions upon doctrine we will say
always in accordance with the evi
dence

we have shown that when
AXAN EMERGENCYEMERGENCE

1arisesI ies sucksuch as there being no firstprepresidencyal dency the burden then fansfalls
upon the twelve Apoapostlesstleo and that
they have authority equal to a quorum
of three first presidency and cancall
legitimately exercise this power over
the priesthood and people they also
haveave tthee rright to place in nomination a
presidencyresidenceresidenc otof three to be sustained by
thehe people in order that there may ex-
istat a9 of organization so
necessary to a ffullness of strength and
power

joseph previous to his death placed
the responsibility of presidency upon
the Twelve andaud the precedent not only
of presiding as a quorum but of creat-
ing a first presidency has been twice
established since hisbis death and has
worked most harmoniously in both in-
stances not a single ar occurring
and now for tuethe tardd tweV

gar in our NIShis
tory vv arer without a quorum of
three anana tweite twelvebelvo are again pre-
siding

in view of another supposed emeemer-
gencyg cy arlarisingRing namely that there WILSwasoennobongerlonger a quorum of twelve apos-
tles nor first presidency we would
then have to look elsewhere for an au-
thority to preside the seventies are
quoted as ranking next in authority to
toethe twelve all reliable data that I1
have found upon this subject although
a great deal more is claimed to have
been said by joseph smith and others

25
isis anigin

9
the doedoc and cov seesec verses

the seventy are also called to preach theethegosgospelel and to be especial witnesses unto
the gentilestiles and in all the world thus ddjdff
fering from other officers in tte carch in
the duties of their calling 11

and they form a quorum equal in author-
ity itoto that of the twelve special witnesses
or apostles just named

and every decision made by either olof

these quorums must be by the unanimoustan anilou 3 1

voice of the same that is every n ember lain I1

each quorum must be agreed inift its deciacci
alone in order to make their decisions ofthe same power or validity one anth thother

unless thia is the case their decisionsdeci gionggions aare
not entitled to the same blesblessingsbings which a
decision of a quorum of three Prealdeals
were anciently who were ordained afterthe order otof Melchi sedek land were riginright
bouseons and holy men

IF SUCHBUCH AN EMERGENCY
should arise that there wasawas no ionara first presidency nor a quorum oftwelve apostles to lead thee church
which god torild I1 have no doubt

butbat thetee lord would make the matter
plain to his people as hebe did in regardto the twelve after joseph was taken
although the twelve themselvestheitis elves might
not place the responsibility upon
seventy men asad joseph did upon them
previous to bisbig death there tois quite
a diversity of sentiment also in rela-
tion to what portion of this vast body
of0 seventies should constitute this
especial seventy for there is now bo-
rdering upon one hundred organized
quorums of seventies all claimclaiming
equal authority and power parjar belat
course would be instead of fo dulon
in wild speculationsspeculation0 upon any one or
more possible emergencies that may
arise to leave such matters in the
handsbands of god and the proper authority
to make plain and lorfor us to try and
learn our duties and the
ties we are under to thosethese organise
eions of priesthood we have now
operatingoyeoperatingrating in our midst for the word
0of the lord is for every man to learn
hisbis duty and to act in the office to
which ilebe tois appointed in all diligence

in reference to emergencies mamany
havebave arisen in the putpast some exaexistnow and others not yet thought ef
may arise in the future all of which i

either have been or can again be easily
provided forsfor las they may appear fronifrom
time to time the business of a stake
of zion for instance may be conducted
during the temporary absence of hspresidency without deposing them
and making vacant their places antiand
who will say that the apiappointmentointment of
a high priest to fill the poalpositiontion ofpresidentident in the interiminter flis is not valid
although there is no written revelrevelationatiou I1

upon the subject twelve high coun I1

ellars chosen after a certain manner
constitute a regureg laUy appointedappointed alwi

Qcouncil in a jalonion but be
cause otof the enforced absence of many
of the quorum for either a long or it
short period who would dispute the
right of the proper authority to tillfill
their places by appointment for toethe
time beibeingngoror the validity of their acts
under that appointment or because
of the enforced absence of the bishop-
ric of a ward where a transgressor
needs to be dealt with that another
bishopricbishopric appointed to try the case
would thebe an illegal proceeding where
an organization

IS RENDERED
through the lorce of circumstances I1
holdbold that there is all the virtue autiaulpower in the person or persons ap-
pointed to nilfill any vacancy that may
exist that is necessary torfor the time
being without disturbing or changing
the organization lain the least

but to return again to our subject olof
revelation we may say that thefountain of reveltrevelationIgn is open to allaccording to weirtheir calling but thespirit of revelation will always make
itself manifest through the head
hence the president of the high
priesthood has the right to receive
revelation torfor the whole church be-
cause this is according to his calling
anand he waymay receive the same either by
the voice of the holy one by the min-
istrationsrations of angels by the and
TaumThum mim or by the inspiration of the
holy ghost alall10off wwhichhiC h wewoulduid be the
word of the lord to his people aniand
should be received as such atiaand that
too without its being prefaced withtansTaus saith the lo10lord the twelve
also have the right to receive revela-
tion in regard to every matter within
the scope of their jurisdiction pres-
idents oiof stakes have a right toto iospirit of revelation toin rerregard lid uimatters pertaining to tiw4eestakeskeg
and bishops also inig rregarde to the
wards 0eyerer akethey preside butbat
bishops q greare in doubt upon any
matters Qat 1importance ought to seek
thothe counsel of their president and the
presidents of stakes also when they
need instruction should seek for it
through the presidency of the church
for these are thelegitimate chanchannels of
revelation and it the president of the
church is lackingjacking it is his privilege to0
inquire of the lord and obtain JAIA
needed

tilethe chaununtchannel of lais
open betweeud us and the heheavenssvens and
every individual person luin the charch
hohas thebe rarightattoliO receive his or her sup-
ply fromfroin alau source to illustrate my
position upon this point I1 will say
when an elder abroad duds himself inID
urgent need of some important anfor

i motionmation and cannot reach another bi-
der with whom to counsel nor hisalspresident neithermather an apostle and hasbaa
not time ioto communicate by letter it
is then his privilege to call upon the
lord and receive an answer eiel
vision or by dream or by the inspira-
tion of the holy mostuh to the lord
shall see fit and how momymany thousands
of elders can testify that they lishavaam
babenen thus favored 1-

1

TO

tthehe latte diff saintsQ or latal them to
thi WAattao word would betobeito plAceace
ua pon thesame plane which the

n world occupies today and if
there is any one thing more thanman an-
otherr wwhereinherein our superiority Isilemarkedked I1H tois in a livinliving priest-
hoodhoodd to ministerloin futer to us oargar late


