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THE HOLY PRIESTHQOD.
Its

Powers and Authorlty,
gether with its Rights apgd
Privileges.

LECTURE S8ECOND.

The followluz jecture was prepared
by Elder Joseph J. Taylor and was
read before the mewbers of the School
ol Sclence, in the Logan Temple, Sat-
urday afternoon, December drd, 1487:

In continuing the subjectof Priest-
hood we wisa now to comsiderthe
yuestion of the rizht to revelation and
now tar this right extends.

Some there sre, who scem depiroos
to have al] the revelations of God pre-
taced with ““Thos saith the Lord,"
aod they consider that every import-
ant counnse! given should commence
with these words also; anything short
of this beiug questioned by them 88 to
its validity. Such persons comprenend
very litue of the true sourcesd ot reve-
lation, or the rizhts snd privileges of
the Priesthood in rewmition thereto.
Prestdent Yoong said that the Lord
was merciful to the people in speaking
to them by way of counsel ana not by
way of commipdment; and we Are
toid in the revelations that the Lord is
not pleased with tuose who wait 10 be
commanded in all things.

In view of our entire igoorance of
evurything pertaining tu heavenly
thiopes in the opeatag op of thiy last
dispensation, It wad very necessary
that God should reveal, not only the
tiospel with it8 laws apnd ordinances,
bnt the Priesthood also, with its vari-
ous offices and authority thereof, and
wpat 1t was ofdajned to accomplish.

To the extent tuat this has been
made knowh, what need is iere te
have repeated any of the supjects that
have been revealed? There Is neue un-
leas we depart trom the-true onder of
God, s01ar_as to lose ont knowledge
of them. Let us ilustrate. There is
10 heed that God shoeuld repeal to Os
the neceasity of buiiding Temples, i
whiéh ceriain ordingnces may be ad-
ministered, and why? Becanse that
has already beén revcaled, as the fol-
lowiog will show: ‘'Forit is ordained
that in Zlon and in ber stakesand ip
Jerusalem, thosee}alaces which I oave
appuinted for reioge, sball be the
places for vour bapilems for your
.dead.” SeeDoc.end Cov. Sec.1%H;v.

TRE REVELATION EXrLAINs
where this ordioznce most be ad-
mnjnistered, 10 be accepiable to the
Lord, and says further: *There is not
» place found on esrth that e may
come and restore that which was lost
unto you, or that wllch ile hath taken
nway, even the fnjness of the Priest-
hood, For a baptismal toat there la
not vpon the earth that they, my
Salotg, may be baptized tor those whe
ure dead, For this ordinance belong-
eth to oy house, and cannot be ac-
ceplable to me ouly in the days of your
poverty, wherein y¢ are not ableto
pulld a honse uato me. = * 1
For therein are tne keys of the Iloly
1'riestnood ordalned that you may re-
ceive hooor and elory." y *
“And | will show unto my servant
Joseph all things perteiniog "to this
hotse and 1he Priesthood thereof.”

{vis turther said,'"I'hay your anolnt-
ings and yonr wasnings aud yoOr bap-
tisms for the demd, apd your solemo
pyscmblies, and your memorials for
your sacrifices by the sons of Levl,
and for your orucles in your most holy

laces, wherelp yoo receive conversa-
P;ons and your statntes and Judg-
;peptﬁ;nr the beginning of the revels-
tjons ind foungdation of Zion, and for

¢ gloty, honor and endowment of all

r mpnjcipals, arc ordained by the
ordinance of my pply house which
Wy peopie are afways commayded to
bnlid unto my holy name.™ d

President iltord Woodruff, e his
testimony which formed & partol the
Epistle of the Tiwelve Aposticathat way
read at the semi-anuual Conference in
Sait Lake City, October 8, 1887, sald
that Joseph bhad received all the keys
of Priesthood that were nacessary for
the salvation of the ljving and the
dead, and that he had conferred these
keys,.tozether with allthe sacred or-
dinances pertalning toereto, upon the
Twelve Apostles, he belag one ci the
number who received the same at his
hands, President Woodrnff, gives the
date glso when o

THE IE BLEBSINGS
were bestowed by Joseph upon the
I'welve; namely during the winter of
}843 and 1844,

Seeinyg then tha%the pattern of Tem-
Eles ua8 been revealed, what need is

1

A

ere every time that one is bujltfor

¢ [,ord to gl7e 4" revelation as to the
enrth,breadip and belzht theréof, as
wejl a8 to 1t lolernal arrangements;
the number of rooms necessary and
their dimenstona; the edtrandea there-
to and the places of esit therefrom;
of to designale tjg whatl purpose each
room ehtll be apaghied from the lowest
to the highest one io the bullding?
I'mere is none whatever; for the eize

of & temple will be determined mainly |

according 1o the locality in which it is

- buiit, ent the purposes for which it is
to be uggd, seeing that the namber of
TemplW s not lmited to merely one
or two,but tney beiopy to the stakes of
Zlon as well 28 Zion herself zod Jeru-
galem, Neither is there any parilcu-
lar necessity to enquire of tue Lord &8s
to the nnmber of towers each Temple
ahould have, whether it be one, two,
six or twelve.

President B. Young, when deliverlng

hie oration previeus to laylag the cor-
pner stones Of the Sait Lake Temple
gaid: “'AtNunvoo Joseph dedicated

[ angther Temple,
(i onr tlme.)

most of the prominent individuals
then before him thelr endowmenis.
Ile peeded no revelstion theaof a
thing be had long esperienced any
more than those now do who have ex-
perienced thesame things. It is only
when expericoce falls that revelatlon
is negded."

In #termon preached by him in the
|alternoon of the same dey he sold:
' Five years ago last Jualy I was here
and saw ‘jn Lhe Hpirit the Temple not
| ten feet from where we bave laid the
chief coroer Stone, ] have not en-
quired what kind of a Temple we
apould bufld. I nave never looked up-
on the ground but

THE VI8ION

of it wes there. I“see it as plaiuly as
Lit it was to reaptiy before me. \Valt
until it is done. will say, however,
tbat it will bave alx towers and Joscph
only built one. [t 18 easier for us to
baild sixteen than it wes for him to
build one. 'Fhe time will come when
there will be one in the cen-
tre of Temples we sgall build, and
on the tep, gfovea and 1ish pouds, but
wet n.a'nall 1oL see thewm here at pres
ent.

The Lord accepted the IKirtland
Temple, small &5 it was (sizty-ilve by
fifty- flve test); that was oulit by the

i the people in tne deys of their poverty, | order as well as the authority of the
appesred and{ Priesthood. And no matter to whst
ministered thereln, yet the dimensions ! extent we elaborate any principle we

were not followed in| generally reler to the written word for
{ the one in Nauvoo,| proof. The minlstrations of the Priest-
‘-three feet longer upa | hood io their public utterances are io

sad holy messenyers

| of that Te
toe Dnilajng
which wes
thirty-threc feet wider than the Kirt.
{lapd Temple; while the Balt Lake
Temple 18 seventy-six and ope-balt
feet longzer and ninstecn fcet wider
toan the Temple at Far West wiil be
if nollt according 10 the original de-
sllgn given by Jeseph, the corner stone
ol which was laid July 4, 1835 The
first ground dedlcaied for a Temple
in this dispensztion, was at Indepen-
d nce Juckson Co., Missourl, Aug. 3,
1811, MNeven efsgnd wele present
beside the Frophet Joseph. The
dimensions of the Temple for' toe
Presidency, called tbe House of the
Lord, it peing one.of the Temples that
will be built there accordinsg to the
pattern of Joseph, Jan. 25, 153, will
valy from ail tne other Temples, it be-
oy elghty-seven feet leng by sixiy-oone
teet widr. (Ses HisYory of Joseph
Smjth, Jone 2ith, 1833 ) The Temple
at bt. Quorge varies ia size from the
Logan and Mantt Temples, both oi
which are nearly of the pame dimen-
| sions except in height.

1o retercpce to ordinances which are
|10 be admioistered ju Temples,is there
2Dy necessity of their being revealed
more thau oncef None whatever; no
more Loan the ordinance ot baptism
or ordinstion to Priestbood, Adam
held the Priesthood and he conferred
it npon those who came immeaistely
wfter him; and Noah those who im-
mediastely succeeded him; and thus
.was perpetudted the power and
tanthority of the Holy Priesthood

IN TILEIR DAY,

Iwhich Priesthood sadm¥uislered the
sawe ordjnznces that are beioz con-
ferred upon ug; and a3 we kave shows,
Joseph dhl not depart to another
sphere,until he had bestowed upon bis
brethren all that was then essential us
pertaining td these holy ordinances,
and this koowledge remajins and will
'coatinne with ns uniess we lose ft
' throngh trensgressien. As we =ad-
vance, the Lord will reveal mare to us
and thus x¢ will continne to receive
ltue upon line until we are prepared to
enter juto His presence; but we have
no claim upon Ged fqr forther revels
tion until we have obderved that which
has airendy been given.

In regard tospecial revelation Joseph
safd, April 17,1653, (See Afillenial Stur,
Vo!, 14, page 413). **We naver enquire
at tbe Land of the Lord for special
revelation Only in case of there belng
no previous reveiation to suit the case
and thatin & Council of High Priests,

I

1
I

band of God or to come into His pres- |
ence, and we feel feartul to approach
Him with sobjects Lbat are of little or
ne jmportance to satisfy the queries ol
individuals, especially about things,
the knoweledge of which men ou;ims
tu obtain in.alrslncel_'lw before God for
tbemselves in_hamility by the prayer
of faith, etc.”

At the time of the organization of
the [ligh Connctl 1n Kirtland, Feb. 17,
183, the foltowing 18 recorded: *‘In
cases of Jifficulty respecting doctrine

It is a great tbing-to enqnire at the

t

THE DESE

To- | Wenling for he had previously aiven |

| eoive

[ him, he shail not

or principle; if there 18 not & sofil
clency written tomake the case clear to

the minds of the Councll, the Presi- | devolve npon the President of the

dent may enquire and obfdin the mind
of the Lord by revelstion.” To prove
thatthere is no necessity {or repetition
vilt l!\note {rom .{ose h's words, whick
e delivered.tu the ‘wEelve. ‘ebruary
27, 183}, who hed Deet ‘Chosex thirteen
days previous;
Jtisa rget, jt 1“1%

eyvery declsion
ITEMB OF DOCTRINE

important
aud duties sinee the commencement of ihia
work, [ wonld not part with thoin for apy
suw of moocy; bul we have neglected to
1ake minutes of such things. thinking pes.
haps that they won!d never benedt us here-
aftor; whien, had we now, woud declde
almost every polnt of deetrne which mighe
he agitated. Bot this has been neglécted,
and now we capnot bear record Lo lhe
Ohurch and to the world of the great and
giorious manifestations which buve been
mede to us with that degree of power and
anthority we otherwiee could if we now had
tbese things to publisl abroad. i
i Bince the Twelve nve now chosen, 1 wish
. 10 Lell them & course whicao Lhefr nay pursne
and be beneflted hereafter, in & poldt of
light of which they are not now nware. Lt
they will, on every time ther aescmble, ape

ow had in my pasapssjon
nch las heen hxd gpon

I
I

lo hold th

RET

the third on record iroinz i person Lo preside over them during
He knew what was | the meeting, npd onc or more to keep a

record of ihelr proccedings, aud on e
decinon of every questlon or item, e it
what it mnay, let snch decision be writien
and auch deewion wili forever remain upon
record and appear an item of covenant or
docirine. An item thus declded mnuy appear
al thetime of littie or no worth, hut should
it be poblished. nnd one of you lay your
handes on it :mc’r.
worth not only
be » feast 10 yOur 6wn soule.
Here 18 nnothier important item:
rzsemblo tronfiime 10 time and proceed to
diseuss impo

down, by aud by 7on wilt he driven to
siraits from which you will not be able to
exiricate yourseives, because you may Le
in @ sltuation not 10 bring your taith to heay
with suflicient perfection er pawer Lo obin
the desired mformation; or perhaps, for
neglecting Lo write these things when God
reveaded them,
NOT ESTEEMING

them of sufliclent worth, the Bpirit mey
withdraw and God may be angry, and here
is or was a vast l;nownedlgqi?,[ infinite im-
porinnce which is now lost. Now If yon
will he careful to keep minutes of these
wngs as L have eatd, it will be one of the
most impnriant redocds & er scen, [of every
such deciawn wall"forewsr niter remain us
items of doctrine and covenants.

We are constantly relerring to the
book of ‘Doctrize snd Covenants
espucially, for lems to prove the cor-
rectness of our position in reference
tothe principles of out faith, or the
{

the maln 8imply reminders ef-some
part of the written law, and some
revelations also partake 0f this ¢har
acter. A notable tnstance of this can
be’found in the revelation ziven to
President -Taylor October 15, 1882
Except the designating certaln men tor
rasmous In the Prieathood and direct-
ng others to labor amonZ the l.eman-
ites. this revelation is a remioder of
duties rovealed loug igo cuiminating
in the words “'For wmy Priesthood
whom I have calied and whom I have
gn3tained and bonored, shuli honor me
and obey my laws and the lawa of my
Holy Priesthood, or they shall not be
congidsred wort.f:y to hold wy Priest-
hoot saith tbe Lord."” The revelation
closes with a glorious promise to these
who are obedlent to God's law.

Tne I'rophet Joseph's right to re
ceive revelation for the whole Church
is thus defined in Doctrine =nd Cove-
npants, Section 43, versea 1, 7:

For behold, verily, venly, 1 say unto you,
that ye haye recetved a commandment for
a4 law unto my Church throuzh Wim whom 1
ivave appoinied to recoive commandments
and revelatians from my hand.

Andg thia shall ye know assuredly that
there §s no athey appointed nnto you to ve-
commangments aud reelations until
he be taken, it he abide in me.

But verily, verily, 1 say unto yog,that none
else shill be nﬂpmnmd unto this gift exeept
i he thvoush lm'*for if it be tuken from

|

3 ave power exeept to ap-
poist zuother i!n 1y stedd.

.And this shall hie alaw unte you, that ye
réceive nnt thie teachings of any thut ahall
come hefore you as revelations or cem-
mandmenis.

And this [ give Gnto you that yon may not
be deceived, ihat you may bnow they are
not of me. L

Por venly, verily I sny .unto you, that he
that js ordiined of e shall come in ut the

ate and be ordained, as 1 have told you
yefore, to teach Chosu revelationa which
you huve received and shutl receive throngh
hint whom 1 have appolnted.

In reference to the

SEALING MOWER
it is said:
I have apipotntcrl uuto my servant Josenh
I s power in tha inat duys, yud
there 8 never but one on ihe earth st'a
time on whom this power and the keys afthis
priesuiuou are condferred. (Dog.'and vav.,
see. 1, ven 7.; .

Taus it wiil be pecn that this right
a8 well a8 that to receive revelations
for the whole Chureh belongs to the
President of the Hieh Priesthood; and
any other maa attempting to act n
either capacity would souvn tind him-
gelt aliogether out of place. Every
Apostle is eligible to this position; {for
a8 we have shown in our former lec-
tore, “All there is of Priesthood or
right of Presidency 18 comprehended
in the apostlesnip.” - Yet the Lord has
limjted the right to the exercise of this
power upon tue carth to one man at 4
tlme, When we vote to sustainthe
Twelve as propheis, seers and revela-
tors, this does not imply toet esch
member of the Counell of Twelve In-
dividually will assuwe to give revela-
tions to 'the whole Church. For, see
ing thet only obe 1nan at 2 time can
exercise this power,'it would natarally

Quorom of Twelve in the absence of a
First Presidency: Yet every revelation
thusg received would undoubtedly be
submitted to the entire quorum before
belng given u} the neopld, for they {the
entite copnci }woq‘lld 8he,n consiitqte
the Presidegey af the Churgh,

In the qoorym of the firat Twelve we
find that the right of =eniority, snd
consequently presidency, was deter-
termined first by age and atterwards
by ordination, waoich [ believe has
nevel heex varied from except for
cause, I will quote from the Prophey
Joseph'’s kilstory, Lyman E.Johnson
was the flrst one of the T'welve who
was ordained in this dispensation,
which was on the fourteenth day of
February, 1855; but on the second day
of May ol that aame year, Joseph said:

1t would be the duty of the Twelve whea
in counel] o take their seats together

1 ACCORDING TO AGE,
the oldest to be seated at the head, and

regide in the fir'st connell; tbhe next oldest
nthe second, and 50 onbunm the asl

NE WS,

vou will find it of influfe )
your brethren, but it will |

nnt questions and pzas decl- | been killed,
sions upou the sume, and fail to note them | Y,

[ 2

Sept. 12

Consequently Lyman E. Johnson
being the youngest of the entire body
ook hig seat the last, und retaine
the position of junior member of the
%{&gnc:l ootil he wascut of Aprll 13,

Brigham Young stood the third in
the Conncll according to age at the
dzte above meniioned (May 2, 1835),
but Thomas B. Marsh, the seplor mem-
ber, having previously apostatized, he

1t you|Was cut off March® 1Tth, 1839, and

David .Patten, who canje next, baving
October 23, 1838, Brother

ooug became the senjor member and
retained this position until his ap-
pointment to the First Presidency fn
1847. The Lord confirmed this rigit
0y naming hlm as the President of the
welve in Jannary, 1841, at the same
time that Le named the other zuthor-
ities of the Cnorch; nearly all of
whom were then occu%ylng the places
pamed. (See Doc. and Cov. Sec, 124.)
John E. Page wes ordained cn Apos-
tle the saine day tuat our late Presi-
dent John Tuyior was ordained to that
oftice, namely, December 19, 1338, and

though nearly ten years the senior of |
| John Tayler according to his age and . equal authority aod power.

more tban two years the senlor of
Brigham Young, yet his nuomerical
position {n thequorom was determined
by hls ordination and not by his age;
a3 vwas also Apostles Woodruff, Rich-
ards, Lymao Wight and 11l other's suc-
ceoding them up to the pregent time.
A8 we have already guoted,

EVERY RECORDED DECISION

of the Twelve will for ever *‘remain as
itéems of doctrlne and covenants, al-
thongh this might relate exclusively to
those decisions that were made abroad,
That the Prophet had ie view their
absence from the body of the Church
at the time he thus spoke i5 evident
for he inmediately afterwards znd in
the game council'ptopounded the fol-
lowiog qoestion :

What importance is thera attached 1o the
calling of the Twelve Apostlen differeat
from (he other cnllings or omieers of the
Chuyreh?

After the questidn had heen dis-
cuased t::{ Brothers Youag, - Patten,
Smith and McLelian, President Joseph
b‘lmitu. Jun,, gave the followin® dect-
slon:

* Thoy are the Twelve Apostlea who ave
calied to the ofice of waveling High Coun-
cil, who are to preside over all the chomehes
of the Smunts minong the Genbiles, and they
are 1o travel and preaclh among the Gen-
t:itee nulil the Lord »hill enmmand them (o
go ta the Jews, They ure 1o hold the keys
of {h13 ministry 1o unlock the door of the
Lingdom of Lenven nnto all natons, and 10
preach the Gospel tn every eveature. Thia
18 the power, aithorily and virtue of their
apostieship.

Ia regard to the decisions of other|

quorims or councily, we may say that
every deeision made in righteelAness
by a iligh Council in & Stake of Zjou;
especially if it is a decislon upon doc-
trine, is entitled to be recorded and
shionld be 8 puide hereafter; and it
may be used as a precedent when 8 like

nestien is considered by them, Every

ecislon made in righteousness by a
Blshop's conrt is worthy of all accept-
ance; but unlike questions upon doc-
trinal matter, the cases that are gener-
ally cousidered by the Biskeps' courts
bave esch of them feetures peculiar to
themselves and distinct  from all
others, that should have weight in the
minds of the Bishopric when rendering
& decision; consequently, precedents
{ollowed too closely by Hlsnops, al-
though established by themselves,
m!ght work an injustice st timpey. Ac-
cordlng to the revelation, every deci-
slon shouid be mude ‘“in rightesns-
ness, in holiness and Joswliness of
hesrt; meckoess -and long-suffering
and in faith and virtue snd koowiedge,
temperangce, patience, brotherly kind-
ness and 'ehn.rltf'." and outajde of de-
cisions npon doctrine, we will say,
always in accordance with the evi-
derce.

We have shown that wvhen

AN EMERGENCY

arises, Buch 83 thete bejaz no First
Presidency, the borden then falle
upon the Twelve Apostles and taat
they have authority equal to & Quorum
of three First Presidency, and can
lezitimately exercise this power over
ibe Priesthood and peopla. They alse
bave the right to place {n nomination a
Presldency of three to be sustained by
the people in order that there may ex-
ist & completeress of organization so
necessary-io a fullness of strengib and
power.

Joseph, pravious to his desath, placed
the responsibllity of Presldency npon
the Twelve,and the precedent no$ only
of presiding as & gnorum, but of creat-
ing a Firat I'residency, has teen twice
established since his death, and has
worked most harmonijounsly io both in-
stances, not a single: jar ocgyrring;
and now for the third time in our hls-
tory we rﬁ wjthagt & Quorum o
'I;lclli‘ee. and the Twelve are dzain pre-
siding : *

ew of another supposed emer-

In vl
gency artalng, nsmely, that there was
no 'onger & quoram of Twelve Apos-
tles naer First Presidency, we wouold
then have to logk elsewhera tor an ati-
thority to preaide. The Seventiesare
quoted 88 ranking pext inanthority to
the Twelve. All reilable data that |
have found upon this subject (altkongh
2 great deal more Is claimed t0 have
been said by Joseph Smith and others)
Is ln“ghe Daoc. aed Cov., sec, 10y, verses
et

The Beventy are also called to preach the
Gospel and o be especial witugeses unto
the Gentiles antd in all the world; thos . f-
fering from ocher ofticers in tie Chardh- Yu
the duties of theircalling, * -1 Pl

And they form o quorum equal in author-
ity jto that of the T'welve speclal witnesaes
or Apostles jual named.

you
had presided, nnd then begln at t.fle oldeat
ngato. i : ;

And every deelston made by efther of

‘n

Yy sod making vacant their plac

— = = ]

these quorume must Le by the unanimey
voice of the same, that is e¥Cry nenjer i
e1eh quoraw must be agreed in ity geg,
sione :p order to minke their deciyjong of!
thg same power or valldity one wmup qhe
other. - !
-Unlesa this 15 1he care thelr decisigny 5,4
Lot entitled to the pame bleseinge. whey
decision of 8 quorum of Lhree Presigen,
were nncien:lly. who were ordained sy,
the order of Mealchisedek ynnd Were ryp
eous and holy men.

1IF 8UCH AN EMERGENCY

shonld arise that there avas no Jong
a First Presidency, nor & quornm ¢
Twelve Apostles fo lead the Chureh,
(whick God torbld) I have no dooht
but the Lord would make the mattey
plain t0 His people &s he did 1e regert
to the T'welve afier Joseph was takeg)
Glthough the Twelve themselves mighi
not place the responsibility upoy
seventy men as joseph did upon then!
previous to hls death. There is qujt
# diversity of sentiment 'also in rels;
itlon towhat portion of this vast bog
‘ot Seventies shoold constitute thi
especial seventy, {or there is now bo

dering upon oue hundred organlz
quorums of .Seventles, all claimip
ol bes

course would be, fostead of indulgin
in wild specolations upon uhy one o}
more possible emergencies thst iy
4rise, to leave such metters in thy:
bands of God and the{prOper antheritf
to make plain and for us to try ang
learn our daties and the responsibil;
ties we are nnder to those oruanizal
tlons of I’riesthood we have uow,
operating in our midst. ¥or the worg
of the Lord is for *‘every man to leard
hl3s duty and to actln the ofilce tg|
which he is eppointed in all diligence.

In reference to emergencies: Man;j
have arisen in the past, some exlg
now, and oOthers, not yet thought ef,
may arise inthe future, all of whick
either have been or can agsin be easiy
provided for,"as they may appear froni
time to time. ‘The business of a Staké
of Zion for instance may be ¢conducted
during the temporaty absence of fii
Presidency, without deposing . themy,
es8. And
who will say that the appointment i
8 High Priest to il the positionof
President In the inferim is not valil
nlthou%h there is o writlen revelation
upon the gubject? Twelve LHlgh Coupk
cllorachosen ufter s certain manoer'
constitute o regulagy appointed Hig
Councll In & Staifot Lion, bat be
cause of the entorced absence of map
of the quorum for elther u Jong ory
short perlod, who would dispute thy
right of the proper authority to ug: ¢
their pleces by sppointment for thé]
time belong, or the validity of their act?
under thal appointment? Or becans
of the enforced absence of the Blshop
ricof a ward where a trapssressor
peeds to be dealt with, tbat anothet!
Blaho’prlc Bppolnted to try the casf
would be an illegal proceeding? Where
ab organization

I3 REXDERED INCOMPLETYE

through the torce of circnmswances, |
boid that thereis all the virtue ang
power la the personor persons ap:
pointed to All any vacancy that 18 |
exist, that is necessary for the time
being, wilhout custurbing or changin;
the organization in the lenst,

Butto return again to our subject of
revelation: We IBay a8sy that the
fountain of revelation is open w0 8l
according to their calling, but th
Spirit of Kevelation will always mal
itself manifest through the lhnead.
Hence: the President of the Ilish
Priesthood has the right to recelve
reveiatian for the whole Church, be:
cause this is according to bis cailing
nnd he may receive the same eltier by
the voice of the Holy One, by the min-
istrations of angels, by the Urim snd
Taummim, or bly the inspiration of ths
Holy Ghost, ell of which would be the
word of the Lord to His people, apd
shonld be received as such, and that
t0o withont its being prefaced with
‘“I'nus paith the Lord,”’ The Twelve,
also, have the right receive revela-
tion in regard to every matter within
the acope of their juriadiction, Presl-
dents of Stakes have a right te fug
Spiritot Revelation in re; ;qa Q 84!
matters periaining to tn& taked s
and Bishops also, jn regard to the
Wards oyer which 'm? preside,  Bup
 Bishops who are in doubt upon &nj
mattets of importance ought to Acek:
the counsel of their Presldent; and the
Presidents of Stakes also, when thef
peed instruction, should geek for {
through the Presidency ofthe Church’,
for these are the legitimate channels of
revelation; and if the President of thi
Church fa Jacking it is his privilege 10,
inguire of the Lord and obtain wast i5

nefged. ool ;
‘The channel of ¢ommanication 18
open b_e:vqemh &nd the heavens, and
‘ayery thdividual person iu the Churen’
has the right to receive his or bher sup-
ply Irom this source, To ilustrate m;
g?smou upon this point, 1 will say:
ben an Elder abrosd finds himself 1t
urgent need of some important infor-
mation, and cannot reachh another Ei=
der with whom to counsel, nor hig.
President, peither an Apostle, and hag
not timeto communicate by letter, it
is then his privilege to call npon the
Lord and receive an sprwer, elther by
vision or by dream, or by the inspira-’
tion of the Holy Ghost, 88 the Lord
shall see flit. And howmany thousands
of Elders cah testify that they h.\g;{
been thus favorea? Sk

TO CIRCT. iBg
the I.e.ttsr-_day‘&ia\mg dr' Hmitt them 15%
the \wiiiten word, would herto “plice
s upon-the seme plane which the secs
tarian. world -occuples today, and if
there i8 any one thipg more than so-
other wherein oor suTerlority ig"
marked, it isip having a llving Priest-
hgo&‘l to miufster to us.” Oor lite,
i L}




