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LITTLE GOOD FOR NOTHING

what are youyon good for my brave little man
Answer that question for me if you can
you with your fingersfengers as white as a nun
sonSooodi with your ringlets as bright as the sun
ailall the dayoay idue with your busy contriving
into all mischief andaad fun you are driving
see if youryear wise little can tell
what you are goad for now polder it well

over the carpet the dear little feet
came with a patter to climb on my seseatat
two merry eyes full of frolic and

I1
glee

under their lashes looked up ununtoto me
two littlelittie hands pressing so conmymy face
dreame close down in a loving embrace
two rosy lips gave the answer so true

good to love you mamma good to love you
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when I1 look at the faces of peopeoplele I1
look atitt the image of our creator whenhen
I1 bbeholdbehold one of the images or likenesses
of our creator I1 behold more or less of
his characterby the manifestations and
the influences of the spirit that is in
man there is a spirit in kanandman and
the inspiration of the almighty glethbeth
it understanding J there is none with-
out

ith
a spirit this spirit is from heaven

and when we look at each other we
behold more or less the power that is
in him who created and brought us
forth and who sustains nilall things

in hearing doctrines and exhortations
do we recollect those portions that will
actually benefit and purify and enable
us to grow in grace and in the know-
ledge of the truth

we as a people are commanded to
leaveleave our places of abode in the coun-
triest where we received the gospel and
are required to gather together this
makes us conspicuous it places Us in a
position where we are looked ata ifwe
navehave any influence it is felt if we do
exist if we have a being here as a con-
gregatedgregated people as I1 think we have of
course we are so conspicuous that we
are noticed by the world whether this
makes us asits saints any better is for
our experience andand those who have
wisdom to decide but we are here I1
do believe I1 do not want anybody to
pinch me to know whether I1 am in ex-
istence or not I1 am pretty well con-
vinced that I1 live move and have a
being

many of the Lattelatter day saints are
fearful that trouble wilwllwill come to us I1
dodd not know that our condition is any
moreisaore criericritical or dangerous than that of
other people it is true it appearappears that
we are in a very peculiar and dangerous

i condition we have had our enemies
afteritaster us to my certain knowledge for
the last thirty five years and todayto day I1
am as free from the influences of the
wicked as I1 ever was any day in
my life I1 never enjoyed more lib-
erty and freedom nor hadchad greater

J access to that lichwhich is good than
I1 havehava todayto day this is what we allbealibeallali be

aleveflleve andalid what our experience proves
my beloved brother joseph who has
been speaking to you testifies that he
realizes that the condition of this peo-
ple though they may be a target forforthethe
whole worldword is safer than that of any
other people no matter who they are

f nor where they live
suppose br joseph the prophethetbet were

with us todayto day do you not tthinkink that
he would feel safer than he over did be

1

fore on any day of his public lifeilfe he
would I1 recollect a little ofhis history
that I1 will relate I1 think it has been
told to the congregation or a portion of
them bby br george A smith when
he had almost finished translating the
book of mormonmornion nearly forty years
ago and some time before the ilchurchhurch
was organized he wasvas hunted harrass
ed tormented afflicted and perplexed
taken before this magistrate audand that
magistrate and sometimes they would
keep him a whole night tryingtry ing to prove
something or otheragainst him 0 he
was a guilty man his crimes were enor-
mous no man was ever so guilty as
hehl 71 the priests commcubed this out-
cry against him dal you not hear this
man gaysosay so isaid theatothey to their dea-
cons anandd the members of their church
well no we do not know that we did

hear him has he not said or done
1 somethingethinaething or other transgressed some

law of the land spoken against the go-
vernmentvern ment or somethingsome thing by which he

can be proveagu lilyy nd sso04he waswaaas
hunted and hunted abdat one time I1
recollect that lirmrsir beedreed the tatherfather of
the present secretary of our territory
then something of a lawyer defended
him from court to court night after
night they kept joseph I1 do not

many days and nights and finally
they could find nothing against him

I1arthey knew in the first place that he
was guilty ofoan nothing but from that
time to his last persecution when they
served a writ on him in carthage and he
delivered himself up to the governor
and was examined and committed to
prison by the magistrate their cry was
has not mr smith saidsak something or

other that we can make treason out of
it well dr bennet says so or
jackson and the laws say sobo 11 will
you not come forward and testify
somesomethingthin g or other so that we can con-
demn this man no they could not
get parties to swear this that or the
other but they wasted to prove him
kiltyguilty of treason by trying to prove that
hee had more than one wife very sin-
gular treason that but so it was

now as bad as myself and my breth-
ren are and as far as we are from the
mark and from the privileges we should
enjoy if joseph smith jun the pro-
phet could have seen the people in his
day as willing to obey his voice as they
are todayto day to obey the voice of theirthein pres-
ident he would have been a happyhappy man
he lived labored toiledtolled and worked
his courage waswas likeilkeilke the courage of an
angel and his will was like the will of
the almightymightyXi and he labored till they
killed him

we had to leave and we have coma
here into these mountains and do you
think we are going to be swallowed up
by our enemies why they have alaf
ready done their uttermost could
they not send a hullhulihundreddred thousand men
heretohere to destroy the I1 mormonscormonsMormons yes

is they could try in the winter of
1857 58 when the army was at bridger
col kane came here to seeeee what he
could do for the benefit of the people
and to caution and advise me he was
all the time fearful that I1 would not
take the right step and that I1 would do
something or other that would brinebring
upon us the ire of why
said he at one word there would be a
hundred thousand men ready to come
here I1 replied that 1I would like to
see them trying it afterwards a cal-
culationcu lation was made that for men to conieconiccomecomo
lierehere tarry through the winter and
get back the next summer itift would re-
quirequre four and a half oxen to carry the
foodf clothing and ammunition neces-
sary for each man this was more
stock than they could take earecare of to
say nothing about fighting I1 was re-
solved that they would find nothing
here to eat nor houses to live in for we
were determined that we would not
leave a green thinthing and if I1 hadbad time
nnotot one aadebie shahshouldid be leftleft stastandingdinion another I1 was satisfied that I1if colco
kane could see what I1 lawhesaw he crouldouid
know that the weight of such an army
would be so ponderous that itift would
crush itself and it could never get here
it is just so now too

james buchanan did all he could do
and when liehe found he could do nathinnothing
he sent a pardon here what did lieileleeparpar-
dondon us for he was the ddnman that had
transgressed the laws and had trampled
the constitution of the united statesstates
under his feet we had neither trans
gressedgrossed against the one nornon violated the
other but we did receive his pardon
you know and when they find out they
can do nothing they will be sending on
their pardons again I1 do not know how
it will be out west in nevada which is
a part of the state of deseret ininthethe
first place they obtained from the gov-
ernment the right of a territorial gov-
ernmenternment and finally the right to be-
come a state was granted but they
cannot maintain themselves they have
nothing to eatcat and a great many of
them cannot get anything to wealwear un-
less they steal it now they havehae senttrent
their petition to washington to have
utah annexed to them so that theythoy can
getgetaa a little bread now you seeseo we
are gone in and no mistake I1 say if
nevada should really obtain the rest of
utah we are gone in they have not
thought of it it has never entered their
minds at all but they have opened the
door and we have gone in and taken
possession of the house this does not
frighten me not at all one gentleman
from the west sent a telegram to br
kimballfor money to enable bim to
stop this petition I1 told br kimball
to give no attention to it and not to pay
a 91dimeaze finally the naerAememorialmorial went

ivroarthtsotsee I1 recereeereceivedPVed ashert11

account delegate PC telegraph-
ed baekback to him sayingbaying I1

4changochange the
name from nevada to Ddeseret glab0
aheadahad and we have our state govern-
ment 11 they do not have more than
one quarter orone third the people there
that we have in utah and I1 rather
think the majority would rule in this
case

there is not much idongerdanger however
from that quarter aubutt are they not
sending troops on here yes and they
will have plenty for them to do elev-
en thousandwere ordered here by james
buchanan seven thousand arrived and
about ten thousandarid hangers on gam-
blers thieves and so forth it made a
pretty good army dilldili they ac-
complishcom they used one another up
I1 recollect in the days of camp eloydfloyd
it was thought nothing of to hear every
morning of two or three men being
killed but now if one is killedbilled about
once in six months all hell is on the
move if the whisky drinkers and
gamblers who are here to winter were
to go to work and Lkill1111lillii onnoft a few of
themselves every night it would stop
all excitement about killing

what would bobe said if the united
states mailmall were robbed in this neigh-
borhood asits it is east west and north of
this city every few weeks it would be
thought that we were becoming civi-
lized but in the absence of frequent
deeds of this character whenever a
scoundrel meets with hishis just deserts
here there is a great outcry raised ianto tellteli the truth there are but
few in comparison with the numbers
that now live who are rabid against
and seek to destdestroyroythethe kingdom of god
A great portion of the human family
are honorable men and women and
they would just as soon that mormon-
ism I1 should live as any other ism the
few who seek to destroy the kingdom
of god are priests politicianspolitics and oance
seekers and they would care nothing
about it only they arearc afraid we will
take awaygway their place and nation let
them tell the truth and they saysay that
we have thetho best governmentoverovet to be
found anywhere adfand that no other peo-
ple are so easily as the people
ipin this territory lbI1 believeelleve that gover-
nor cumminsgumming came to tho conclusion
that he was GoVerngovernorgr of the territory
as domain but that brigham young
was governor of the people they navehave
to acknowledge this no40 matter whom
they may send here and where is18

there another people that is controlled
as easily as this people it is true that
we have not come to understanding as
much as were expect to we havebavei ave yet to
be trained and schooled andrecand elye our
lessons with regard to thi fe wetwe cantan
go to any part of the world and preach
this gospel and the people will believe
and enter the church and they receive
all the blessings and ordinances neces-
sary till they gather together but here
they have to be instructed with regard
to their everydayevery dayoay life we may talk
about the great things of the kingdom
and how glorious the millennium will
be that therewillwiliwillbebe no sinhin nor pain nor
death i and weve will pray without ceas-
ingingaandnI1 in oversoveryeverythingthing give thanksa and
have it likeilke a camp meeting but what
Is the usense of all this to us you and I1
are gathered here eexpresslyx res I1y to0 prepare
for that day we 60could1tlnotat enjoy it now
but ourour duty is ioto prepare ourselves to
enjoy the glory that the lord hasanhas in
store for the faithful we are going
to try and savebave ourselves and when
we come to understanding we will
then be counted worthy TOto possess
zion even the centre stake of zion
it is true this is zion north and
south america aretire zion and the
land the lordtard commenced hiahla
work and whererhoe heHU commenced he
will finish this is the landlarid of zion
but wee are nonoinol yet preparedpre to go andand
establish the centrecentra stake of zion the
lord tried this in rahe firstflyss place he
called the peoplepeaplele together to the place
where the new jerusalem and the great
temple will be built and where he will
prepare for the qtyaty ofor anochenoch audand
hee gave revelnevelrevelationatloatio n after revelation but
the people could not abided them and
the church was scattered and peeled
and the people hunted arbin place9 to
place till fatallyanally they were driven into
tha mountains and here wenive are now
itisit is for youou and nier to prepare to return
helzback again not to our fatherland idih
many pacaeses but lbta ehsteast undjand by
and b tb ap tUethe Cen of
zion we aruate notot pret do this
nawnow but wewol arpherearef W here w learer until wb
are of one heart and of nahi thetho
things of thistiuis life do all ththee latter

day saints ararrivas
1 jahi jo0 they

have formedformer experexperiencerence has
provedroved of fhethipthe great many whoraveeavehave been baptized into this church
but few navewave been able to abide thetui
word of the lord they have fallen outott
on the right and on the left and hatihavi
foundered by the way and a few havehavihavi
gathered together will these be prepres
pared to enter the celestial kingdom
some of them will baandbe and will become
kings and priests butbut not all of thesethesel
only a portion of them they do not
know what to do with the revelations
commandments and blessings of god
talking for instance about everydayevery day
things how many do we see here that
know what to do with money and pr
perty when they get it are their eyes
single to the building up of the kingdom
of god no they are single to th
building up of themselves with ala
the knowledge that elderseiders have obtain
ed who have traveled in the church
five ten fifteen twenty twenty five 010
thirty years there are few who under
stand the principles of the kingdom an
whose eyes are single to the building ol010

it up in all respects but their eyes art
like the fools eye looking to the eaeniend
of the earth they wantvant this and that
and they do not know what to do the
lack wisdom by and by
theiltheir wealth will depart from them asat
when left poor and penniless they Wwit
humble themselves before the lord th
they may be saved

this is the situation of the latterlatten dda

saints yet they are increasing it
astonishing to look back and see tt
ignorance that was manifested by tlth i

people inn their first gathering together
their experience then was farfanfae less thifbit
their experience and doings now st
we are far short of being what i
should and must be

when the people assemble toge
they should be instructed with reggrega
to their temporal lives it is good
assemble together and pray and preal
and exhort so that we may obtain ij
power of god to that degress that we cj

heal the sick cast out devils speak wl
tongues prophecy and enjoy all tlti
blesbiesblessingssinet and gifts of the holyboly gospo
but that does not raise our bread 4
perfect the saints in wisdom I1 refer
here last sunday to merlmerimen out of I1 j

church who possess great gifts anup
are not in thethe charefchurch men ohp kvkni
nothing of the priesthood receive retrelre
lation and prophecy and yet these gig
belong to the church and those mi

are faithful in the kingdom of god
herit them and are entitled to them
all ought to live so as to eenjoyajoyJ the Ssti
of these gifts and callings continual

do we know and understand tbtha
is our business to build up zion to a
seen the way this people have condi
ed themselves in years past one wdwil
not have had the least idea chatithat
was our business but it made noinor dkdg 1

ence whom we built cities for rii i

would build for jew or gentile Ggaj i

or pagan every clascias i

men on the earth as readily adiar u

ly as they wouldwould buildbuud up zion e

the word of the lord to usupIsS to bullbuil aii

zion and her cities and stakes aenjenggi I1i d1I
her cords and strengthen her i ye

ye house of ysraelisraelfirael add to her beacl I1
and add to her strength why to
seen theth conduct of the peoplepeo
mlmight davewavehave supposed they knetkno i

marremore about zion than about a cicl
the chinese or a city in france I1
germany or asia just as soon I1

up a city in asiaysia or africa as anariany
else no matter whom we build I1 v

we only get the dollar only get ottoutou
for our work yetYA the comm
ment of god to us is to build spvp f i

and her cities I1 told you hergherb i

sunday what joseph said in thy
what we should buildbuildandandlandi1 I fi

we should not build up i this
ithethe book of doctrine andaudaudand coven
is full of it 1

wejve say we believebelleve joseph was 4

phet that he had the thoo I1

was calledballed of god to gather the j
together and establish zion itiitsit i

ireve11ave this why not let our0 r larfis1i
that we believe the dadocdoe trino1ne th i

profess canxan you see any of the h
fians in the world who dg not t1
the doctrine theyprotestprofess it is z

dark picture to look a sad I1 I1

that we disbelieve our own dodoat i
let us remember them and live 1

y I1

awill take the libertymerty ofreading a
in

book doctrine and covenants s

in reference to duties into whichhielhicl
phelps josephjoseah I1 sinith edwaredwarc
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