
V

Z

THEHE DESERET WEEKLY
truth and liberty

alo 6 SALT LAKE CITY UTAH JULY 25 1896 VOL LIMLIIL

DISCOURSE
p deliveredslivered at the tabernacle salt lake

city sunday july ath 1896 by

kS IDENT GEORGE Q QCANNON

BY AARTHUR WINTER

la15 I1awillwill read a portionon of ththee 42 nd sesecc
aa of the book of doctrine and cove

I1
commencing at the 4aothoth para

aph
z speaker read paragraphs 40 54 61 64

Isfaw ta 04 end of the section also paragraph 5

ofS 441 1

I1 bave read these extracts from a
vm lation that was given some ten
mouthsba after the organization of the
church I1 believe it is the second
publishedbed revelation the lord gave to
th Church alterafter the authorities of the

ii had moved from new york to
atlanditland ohiohio it is a very interesting
iaal instructive revelation from the
lors to the people called latter day
ijames and is a law by which the churchij be governed in my missimissionary

I1 have ottenotteq stated there isis no
agthewax e lIlordord has revealed to the lat-y awberdayaAsy saints through his perservants to
1thbich the least exception can be taken
tryayaayany man or woman who believes in
juesus christ or in the bible or in strict
toofaUty every word every sentence
containede inn the book of doctrine andftpcovenants in the shape of command-
ment has an elevating tendency these
commandments have an elevating effeffectact
uwe all11 who receive them and put
them in practice in their daily lives
711 wasvas impressed by the prayer that

offered this afternoon by brother
IV riter in which he asked the

that he would help us to live up
duties required otof us and to rise

yourselvesourselvesselvesur we need to oner such
US we need to exercise this
otai baith Tthehe lord has laid upon

1 eat mission our religion isii not
ay religion it is not a sabbath

say iPeKmcgiongion alone of course we wor
the lord on ththee sabbath day we

tamee together and we join inin prayer
SS thanksgiving and during the

we partake in our ward
tings of the sacrament
by witnessing unto our Fafathertherinin

fleaven that we remember our lord
aad savior jesus Cchrist and his death
aad sufferings torfor us but the exercise
bourt our religion is not confined to the
sabbathabath where it is lived as it should
toebe it is exercised every day of the
week and every hour of the day it
eaten into every transaction of life into
all dw dealings and associations with

ther and in the management otof

oaf fital affairs this is the religion
that usethe lord has revealed to us and

that he requires us to practice our
religion would be of very little value to
us it it were confined to religious exer-
cises on set days such as the sabbath
in fact no religion can be of value to a
human being that does not become an
integralI1 part of his life

the lord has been very kind to us as
a people kin

i n giving us commandments
direct iniii whichwh ich he shows unto us the
kind of life that he desires us to live
he holds tupip blhighagh standards for us to
attain to and in connection with these
high standards he has made exceeding
lviv great promises unto us the history
of the latter day saints proves too
that he has not only made these
promises but that he has thus far fulfilled
them to the very letter those who
have been faithful know for themselves
that this has been the case thetheyy have
received individually the fulfillment of
the promises which the lord has made
the church also as an aggregation of
men and women has received the ful-
fillmentfillment of the promises which the lord
has made to the church this is a dis-
tinction that exists between us and
probably every other denomination I1
grant you that there are members of
various denominations who may have
the samesame faith and hopes concerning the
lord hearing and answering prayer that
we have butsbut speaking of denomina-
tions generally they do not entertain or
exercise the faith that we dodochatthat god
the eternal father hears the prayers of
those who go to him and that he an-
swers them directly according to the
faith that they exercise in him and the
necessity there may be for those prayers
to be answered in the world generally
the feeling prevails that the lord has
ceased to interpose by any special pro-
vidence in behalf of mankind that the
universe is governed by immutable and
inflexible laws in other words many
imagine that it is necessary if god does
ininterterposposee that there shouldshoula be a huspenson of law and this they consiconsider un-
natural and taentirely wrong hence they
appear to believe that god has left man
rind to themselves and that the eeartharth
and the inhabitants thereof are subject
to and governed by only those general
laws which I1 have referred to the feeling
no dombi arises from the fact that all
the religious teachers with scarcely an
exception have been impressing upon
the minds of men now for a great num
ber of generations the idea that god
has ceased to speak from the heavens
that mehe has withdrawn himself frommen that he no longer sends angels
that he no longer exerts miraculous
power that he no longer gives com-
mandmentsmand ments and the gifts and graces
that they had in ancient daysda S that
all thisthib has ceased and that bodgod has
withdrawn himself so to speak from

the earth and the inhabitants of the
earth I1 have no doubt that this is the
cause to a very great extent at least of
the general unbelief that prevails con-
cerning god not interposing by any
special providence in favor otof the
children of men

now the latter day saints havehake
been taught from the very beginning
that it was their privilege as well as
their duty to seek unto god and to ob
tain answers from him I1 suppose
every missionary that has gone from
our midst to preach the gospel has en-
deavoreddeavo red to impress upon the minds of
all with whom he has been brought in
contact that it was the privilege otof all
who would listen to him to go to the
father in the name of jesus and
askak that they might have knowledge
givenven to them concerning the doctrine
thatSat he the missionary taught I1 have
done it all through my life in my minis
ferial laborsla bors I1 have endeavored to
arouse w thin the minds of men the
faith that god would listen to them
and that he would not only listen to
them but would answer their prayers
and tell them whether I1 was an im-
postor or a servant of his and whether
the doctrine that I1 taught was his doc
trine or was of men ahat has been
one of the chief labors I1 have thought y
it my duty to perform in my ministry
among the nations of the earth for I1
knew that if I1 could only arouse within
them a disposition to seek unto god
and a faith that god would hear and
answer them my mission so far as they
were concerned would be accomplish Ai
ed 1I knew that if they were honest i
they would get a testimony from god i
concerning toe doctrine that I1 taught
and my i ight and authority to teach it

in this respect we differ from every
other relireligiousivious organorganic that I1 know
0 upon atte face odtheof the earhear h wedowe do i

not appeal to antiquity we do not ap
peal to an uninterrupted descent of toprb tk p

priesthood to us wewc do not appeal Xida fancient history to make a connection
between our church and something
that has existed anterior to us but
we do appeal to the god of heavenwe say to the people go to him and
obtain knowledge from him and then i4

you will not be deceived you will
know then whether you are being
taught false or true doctrine the re-
sult of this has been that there have
been gathered together in the variousbranches that have been organized
throughout the nations of the earth
beope whose faith has been based upon
a knowledge derived from god in anawer to prayer they pavehave prayed togod earnestly because inin the most of
insins ances it has been a very serious
thing turtot them to espouse the doctrines
that we have taught the espousal of


