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MASS HMEETING!

IMMENSE ASSEMBLAGE !

T e ——

REMONSTRANCE AKD PROTEST !

Temperate and Respectful Expres-
gion of Public Feeling against
the Cullom Bill!

THE very fine weather to-day was pro-
pitious to the gathering of the people at
the Mass Meeting, to protest, remon-
strate against, and to petition the U. 8.
Senate not to pass, the Callom Bill, At
1 o’clock a vast concourse of citizens had |
assembled, at the Tabernacle, and no
greater proof could be given of the gen-

and extends throughout eternity, and
that, without it, no man can attain to
an exaltation in the celestial kingdom
of God. The revelation commanding
the principle of plural marriage, given
by
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Sainte, in its first paragraph, Has the
following language:

“Behold, I reveal unto you a new and
evérlasting covenant, and if ye abide not
that covenant, then are ye damned; for no
one can reject this covenant, and be per-
mitted to enter into my glory.”

With this language before us,we can-
not view plural marriage in any other
light than as a vital principle of our re-
ligion. Let the revelation appear in
the eyes of others as it may, to us itis
a divine command, of equal force with
any ever given by the Creator of

The Bible confessedly stands in our
nation as the foundation on which all
law is based. It is the fountaim from
which our ideas of right and wrong are
drawn, and it gives shape and foree to
our morality, Yet it sustains plural

eral union and earnestness of feeling : 1 in instaiee. does ‘it
Y marriage, and in no instan 8
among the people, on the subject, than condemn that institution. Not only

the fact that every seal and Wi“dﬂw'having, therefore, a revelation from
was packed with spectators,

The vast assembly was called to order
by his Honor D, H. Wells, the Mayor
of the city, when on motion of Hon.

John Taylor, his Honor the Mayor was | and blessed; and it should be borne in

chosen to preside over the meeting. I mind that when this principle was
. . promulged, affd the people of this Ter-
ORGANIZATION.

ritory entered upon its practice, it was
An organization, of the meeting was

not a CRIME. d revealed it to us,
effected by the unanimous election of | His divine word, as contained in the
the following officers:

Bible which we had been taught to
VICE-PRESIDENTS,

venerate and regard as holy, upheld it,
and there was no law applicable to us

Hon.J.M.Bernhisel Hon., W, Woodrnff | making our belief or practice of it erim-
Hon. John Taylor. Hon. G. Q. Cannon {inal. It is nocrime in this Territory
Hon. Orson Pratt  Hon, Jos, F. Smith | to-day, only as the law of 1862, passed
Hon. Jos. A, Young long years after our adoption of this
SECRETARIES. principle as a part of our religious faith,

R L. Campbell Paul A. Schettier makes it such. The law of 1862 is now

this principle obligatory upon us, we
have the warrant of the holy Scriptures
and the example of prophets and right-

: : . & fact; one proscription gives strength

Theo. Mekean Dayig- 2Ep sl ansle to another., What yesterday was opin-
. REPORTERS, ion, is liable to-day to be law. It is for

D. W. Evans E. L. Sloan this reason that we earnestly and re-
oo, * spectfully remonstrate and protest

against the passage of the Bill now be-
fore the Honorable Senate, feeling as-
sured th&iili:u lwhila &tigannut auculmpliah
any possible goo may resualt in a
The Committee of thirteen, which| It gives no alternative but the cruel

was appointed at last Saturday’s meet- | 0ne of rejecting God’s command and

. abjuring our religion, or disobeying the
ing, then came forward, and through | g, thority of the Government we desire
their Chairman, Hon. D. H. Wells, | to honor and respect,
presented the following Remonstrance| It is in direct violation of the first
and Resolutions, which were read |3mendmeunt to the Constitution, which
- e S anioo o0 Clansih declares that ‘‘Congress shall make no
y 110n. Lxeorge . Lanuon. law respecting an establishment of re-
REMONSTRANCE,

ligion or prohibiting the free exercise
To the Honorable the Senate and House

thereof.”
of Representatives of the Uwuited |  robs our priesthood of their fane-
States, in Congress assembled:

tions and heaven-bestowed powers, and
‘Gentlemen:—It is with no ordiuary

gives them to justices of the supreme
court, justices of the jeace, and priests
concern that we have learned of tnhe | whose authority we cannot recognize,
passage, by the House of Representa- | by empowering such us the only ones
tives, of the House bill No. 1087, entitl- | to celebrate marria.e. As well might
ed ‘‘a bill in aid of the execution of the | the law preseribe who shall baptize for
laws in Utah, and for other purposes,” | the remission of sins, or lay on hands
commonly known as the “‘Cullom bill;”” | for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
against which we desire to enter our |

most earnest and unqualified protest,
I

_Aftm; the organization prayer was
offered by Elder Jesse Haven.

tery, for all such marriages would be

It encourages fornication and adul-
and appeal against its passage by the | deemed invalid and without any saered

‘Senate of the United States, or beg its | or binding force by our community,
reconsideration Vt';? the House of Re-|and those thus united together would,
e

presentatives. are sure you will | according to their own belief and reli~
bear with us while we Ereaant for your | gious convictions, be living in a condi-
consideration some of the reasons why | tion of habitusl adultery, which would
this bill should not become law. bring the holy relation of marriage into

Gentlemen of the Senate and House | disrepute, an destroy the safeguards of
of Representatives: Of the 150,000 esti- | chastity and virtue.
mated population of the Territory of| It is unconstitutional in that it isin
Utah, itis well known that all exceept | direct opposition to section nine, article
from five to ten thousand are members | one of the Constitution, which pro-
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- | vides ‘‘no bill of attainder or ez-post
day Saints, usually called ‘‘Mormons."” | facto law shall be passed.”

These are essentially ‘‘the people’” of| It destroys the right of trial by jury,
this Territory; they have settled if, re- | providing for the impanneling of juries
claimed the desert waste, cultivat- mmpoaeg of individuals the recognized
ed it, subdued the Indians, opened | enemies of the accused, and of foreign-
means of communicatien, made | ers to the district where a case under it
roads, built cities, towns and settle- | is to be tried; while the sixth amend-
ments, established government, encour- | ment to the Constitution provides that
aged education and brought into being | *‘in all criminal prosecutions, the ae-
a new Btate, toadd lustre to the national | cused shall enjoy the right to a’speedy
galaxy of our glorious Union. And we, | and public trial dy an impartial jury of
the people who have done this, are be- | the State and district wherein the
lievers in the principle of plural mar-| crime shall have been committed.”’
riage or polygamy, not simply as an| Itis cont to the eighth amend-
elevating social relationship and a pre- | ment to the nstitution, which pro-
ventive of many terrible evils which | vides that excessive fines shall not be
imposed “‘nor eruel and unusual pun-
Ishments inflicted.”’

It violates section 8, article 1, of the
Constitution, which provides that Con-
gress shall establish a uniform rule of
naturalization throughout the United

afflict our race; but as a principle re-
vealed by God, underlying our every
hope of eternal salvation and happiness
'in  heaven. We believe in the pre-
existence of the spirits of men; that
God is the Author of our being; that
marriage is ordained as the legitimate | States, in that it provides, in section
source by which mankind obtain |17, a new, unheard of and special rule,

an existence in this probation on the | applicable only to the Territory of
earth; that the marriage relationexists, | Utah.

the world to His children in the flesh,

THE DESERET NEWS.

It is anti-republican in that,in section
10, it places men on unequal ground,

by giving one portion of the citizenssu-

perior privileges over others, because of

| their belief,
od through Joseph Smith to the

It strips us, in sections seventeen and
twenty-six, of the land we bhave re-
claimed from barrenness, and which
we have paid Government for, also all
possessory rights to which we are en-
titled as settlers.

It authorizes, by section fourteen, the
sending of criminals into distant mili-
tary camps and prisons,

It is most upjust, unconstitutional
and proscriptjve in that it disfranchises
and proscribes American citizens for
no act butsimply believing in plurality
of wives,which the bill styles polygamy,
bigamy or concubinage, even if they
never practiced or design to practice it.

It offers a premium for prostitution
and corruption; in that it requires,in
sections 11 and 12, husbands and wives

God making the belief and practice of |

eous men whom God loved, honored

|

to violate the holiest vows they.can
make and voluntarily bastardize their
own children, |

It declares, in section 21, marriage 10

be & civil contract, and names the offi~

when our faith expressly holds it as &
most sacred ordinance, which can only

authority from Heaven,thus compelling
| us to discriminate in favor of officers ap-

officers authorized by the Almi

science,and deprives us of an ordinanes,

tion depend.
It not only
but in sections 16 and 19 violates every
prineiple of civil liberty and true Re-
ublicanism in that it bestows upon the
vernor the sole authority to.govern

jails and prisons, and to remove their |

wardens and keepers, to appoint and
remove probate judges, justices of the
peace, judges of all elections, notaries
public and all uhuriﬂ's-—-uloéhlng one
man with despotie, and, in this Repub-
lie, unheardvof powers. 2RrP Ry

It thus deprives the people of all voice
in the government of the Territory, re-
duces them to abject vassalage, creates
a dangerous, irresponsible and central-
ized despotism from which there is no
appeal, and leaves their lives, liberties
and every human right subject to the

caprice of one man, and that man se- | lature of this Territory shall’

lected and sent here from afar,

It proposes in sections
and seventeen, to punish
izens, not for wrongs, but for acts sanc-

tioned by God and practiced by His | frage and hol

most favored servants, requiring them
to call those bad men whom God chose
for His oracles and delighted ;to honor,
and even to cast reflectiong on the an-
cestry of the Savior himself.

Itstrikes at the foundation of all Re-
publican government in that it dictates
| opinions and belief, prescribes what

God, the Author of existence.

It disorganizes and reduces to a cha-
otic condition every precinet, city and
county in the Territory of Utah, and
substituteg no adequate organization.

It subverts, by summary process, near-
ly every law on our statute books.
It violates the faith of the United
States, in that it breaks the original con-
tract made with the people of this Terri-
tory in the Organic Act, who wereat the
time that compacth was made, received

as citizens from Mexican Territory and | an

known to be believers in the doetrines
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Baints. |

We also wish your Honorable Bodies
to understand that the Legislature of
this Territory has never d any law-
affecting the primary dispos
soil; but only adopted regulations for

the controlling of our claims and pos- | mighty God, the

cers who alone shall solemnize the rite,
be administered by those holding the

pointed by the Government nnd;tga.inap
It thus takes away the righ% u%’ .eun'-.

upon - the correct administration of
which our happiness and -eternal salva-~

subverts religiuus'libdrty,_

i
1
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archal or
bv.us. _
tHe lecturedfrequently in that and oth-
er cities, and published a paper for.some
length of time, in which he established,
by elaborate and convincing arguments,
the divinity of the revelation command-
ing plural marriage, given through the
Prophet Joseph Smith, and thatthe doc-
trine was sanctioned and endorsed by
the highest Biblical-authority. For ten
yvears before the passage of the act of
1862, the doctrine was widely preached
throughout the Union and the world,
and it was universally known and re-
cognized as a principle of our holy faith,
We are thus explicit in mentioning this
fact to show that patriarchal marriage
has long been understood to be a cardi-
nal principle of our religion. 'We would
respectfully mention, dlgo, in this con-
nection, that while hundreds of leading
Elders have been in the Eastern States
and in the City of Washington, not one
of them has been cited to appear as a
witness before the Committee on Terri-
tories to prove that this doctrine is a

art of our religion, ‘gentiemen well-

nowing that, if that were established
the proposed law would be null and
void use of its unconstitutionality.

What we have done to enhance t: e
greatness and glory of our country, by
pioneering, opening up and making in-
habitable the vast western region, is
before the nation and should receive a
nation’s thanks, nof & proscriptive
ediet to rob us of every right worth
possessing and of the very soil we have
reclaimed and then purchased from
Government.. -~ .

Before this soil was United States’
territory we settled. it, and five hun-
dred of our-best men responded to the
call of Government in the war with
Mexico and assisted in adding it to the
national domain., ' : '

When we were received into . the
Union, our religion was known, ocur
early officers, including our first Gov-
ernor, were nearly all Latter-day Saints
or- “it[urmnnu," for there were few
others to elect from; we were treated as
eitizens possessing equal rights, and
the . original bond of agreement
between the United States Government
and the people inhabiting this Territory
conferred upon us the right of self-gov-
ernment in the same degree as is enjoy-
ed by other Territories in the Union.
It declared that the power of the Legis-

plural marriage as practiced

all rightful subjects of legislation con-

eleven, twelve | sistent with the Constitution of the
American cit- | United States and the provisions of the

Organic Act, and that the right of suf-
ding office shall be exer-
cised by citizens of the United States,
inclading those recognized as citizens
by the treaty with the Republic of Mex-

ico, concluded February 2nd, 1848. This

| compact or'agreement we have preserv-

ed inviolate on our part;and we respect-

fully submit that it is not in the power
of any legi-lature or Congress, legally

| shall and what shall not be believed by | and constitutionally, to abrogate and

citizens, and assumes to decide on the | annul such an agreement as the Organ-
validity of revelations from Almighty | ic Law, which this bilk

) Prupnﬂea to do,
without the conseut of both ﬁarties.
Our property, lands and buildings,
private and publie, are to be confisca-
ted, our rights of citizenship destroyed,

| our men and women subjected to ex-

cessive pains and penalties, because we
believe in and practice a principle
taught by the Bible, commanded by
divine revelation, and sustained by the
Christian monarchies of Great Britain

al of the|

and France among millions of their
subjects in their Territories of India
Algeria. ¢ |
- We earnestly, we solemnly appeal to
ou not to permit this iniquitous, un-
justly-discrimiunating and anti-republi-
can measure to become law, and- that,
too, in violatior of the Constitution, by
:whiuh 150,000 industrious,peaceable and
orderly persons will be driven tothe
desperate necesgity of disobeying Al-
vernor of the Uni-

gessions upon which improvements to | verse or of subjecting themselves to the
the amount of millions of dollars have | pains and penalties of this act, which

been made. |

This bill in seetion 26 repeals the law
of the Territory containing said regula-
tions, thereby leaving us destitute of
legal protection to our hard-earned pos-
gessions, the accumulated labor of over
{wenty gam. and exposing us to the
mercy of land ugwulatorum vampires.

Gentlemen of the Senate and House
of Representatives:

This bill, which would deprive us of
religious liberty and every political right
worth having,is not directed against the
people of Utah, as men and women, but

st their fmly religion. KEighteen
years ago, and ten years before the
sage of the anti-polygamy act of 1862,
one of our leading men, Elder Orson
Pratt, was expressly deputed and sent to
the City of Washington, D.C., to publish
and lecture on the principle of patri-

pas- | plural marr

“{'would be wofse than death. We be-

seech of you, gentlemen, do.not, by the
guanga of harsh and despoticmeasures
: r;ﬁ an }nnge?latve, -%od—fu%ng-* and

oyal people’ esperation. e have
suﬂ'arad,‘pGﬂd knows how much! in
years past, for our religion. We fled to
‘these' mountain wilds to mmgo the
ruthless hand of persecution; and shall
it be said now, that our Government,
‘'which ought to foster and proteect us,
designs to repeat, in the most aggravat-
ed form, the miseriee we have been
called upon to pass through before? |

What evidence can we give you that
is a part of our religion,
ofther than what we have done by our
public teachings and publishing for
years past? If your honorable bodies
are not satisfied with what we now pre-
(Continued on ninth page.)
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