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ammenseIMMENSEah assemblage I1

remonstrance AND PROTEST I1

temperate aneand respectful expres-
sion of public feeling against

the cullom bill I1

T i
THE very fine weather todayto day was pro-
pitious to the gathgatheringdring of the people at
the mass meeting to
strate against and to petition the TLU 69
sesenatenate not to pass the bill at
1

t
01 clockelock a vast concourse of citizens had

assembled at the tabernacle and no
greater proof could be given of the gen-
eral union andanid earnestness of feeling
among the people on the subject than
the fact that every seat and window
wasas packed with spectators

the vast assembly was called to order
by his honor D H wells the mayor
of the city when on motion of hon
john taylor his honor the mayor was
chosen to preside over the meeting

organization
an organization of the nievmeetingting was

effected by the unaunanimousnimbus election of
the following officers

VICE presidents
honron honeon W woodruff
hon john taylor hon G Q cannon
hon orson pratt hon jos F smith
hon jos A

SECRETAsecretarieskleskirs
R L campbell paulpau1 A dr
theoebeo meleanmclean david me i

1

REPORTERS l

DDWW evansEvans E 1 sidasigasloan
I1

draverPRAYER t

afteraate the organization prayer was
dinedireofferedredbyby elder jesse haven

REPORT OPOF COMMITTEE

the committee 0off thirteen which
was appointed at last Saturdaysaturdaysls meet-
inging then came forward aedaad through
their chairman hon D H wells
presented the following remonstrance
and resolutionssolutionsBe which were read

4k

by hon george Q canncannon0n
remonstrance

to the honorable the senate and house
of representatives of the united
states in Congress assembled
gentlemen it is with no ordinary

concern that we have learned of iiotiowe
passage by the house of representa-
tives of the house bill no 1087 entitl-
ed a bill in aid of the execution of the
laws in utah and for other purposes
commonly known as the cullom bill
against which we desire to enter our
mostmoat earnest and unqualified protest
and appeal against its passage by the
senate of the united states or beg its
reconsideration by the house of rep-
resentativespresentatives we are sure you will
bear with us while we present for your
consideration some of the reasons why
this bill should not become law

gentlemen of the senate and house
of representatives of the esti-
mated population of the territory of
utah it is well known that all except
from nivefive to ten thousand are members
of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints usually called mormonscormonsMormons
these are essentially the people of
this territory they have settled it re-
claimed the desert waste cultivat-
ed it subdued the indians opened
means of communication made
roads built clubscities towns and bettlbettisettle-
ments

settle-
ment

3

established government encour-
aged education and brought into being
a new state to add lustre to the nationalionallonal
galaxy of our glorious union and we
the people who have done this are be-
lievers in the principle of plural mar-
riager age or polygamy not simply as an
elevaelevatingting social relationship and a pre-
ventive of many terrible evils whick
afflict our race but as a principle re-
vealed by gojgoagod underlying our every
hope of eternal salvation and happiness
in heaven we believe in the pre
eilellexistencestence of the spibpispiritsrits of men that
god is the author of our being that
marriage is ordained as the legitimate
source by which mankind obtain
an existence in this probation on the
earth that the marriage relation exists

and extends throughout eternity and
that without it no man can attain to
an exaltation in the celestial kingdom
of god the revelation commanding
the principle of plural marriage given
by god through joseph smith to the
church of jesus christ of latter daydav
saintsaints in its first paragraph idasliasnas the
following language

behold I1 reveal unto you a new and
everlastingverlasting covenant anaantt if ye abide not
that covenant then are yeyo damned for no
one can reject this covenant and bobe per-
mitted to enter into my glory

with this laulablanguageguare before oswe can-
not view plural marriagelage in any other
light than as a vital principle of our re-
ligion let the terevelation appear in
the eyes of others as it mayway toio us it is
a divine command of equal force with
any ever given by the creator of
the world to his children in thetho fleshhesh
the bible confessedly stands in our
bationnation as the foundation on which all
law is based it is the founfountaintaintaIR from

I1

which oar ideas of righttight and wrong are
drawn and it gives shape undand force to
our mordmoramoralitylity yet it sustains plural I1

marriage and in no instance does it
condemn that institution not only
having therefore a revelation from
god making the belief and practice ofbf
this principle obligatory upon us we
have the warrant of the holy scriptures
and the eiampleexample of prophets and right-
eous men whom god loved honored
and blessed and it should be borne in
mind that when this principle was

aged arddaird the people of this terr-
itory entered upon its practice it was
not a CRIME god revealed it to us
his divine word as contained in the
bible which we had been taught to
venerate and regard as holy upheld it
and there was no law applicable to us
making ourout belief or practice of it crim-
inal it is no crime in this territoryr
todayto day only as the law of 1862 passedpassei
long years afteraften our adoption of this
principle as a part of our religious faith
makes it suehsuch thelahthe law of 1862 is now
a fact one proscription gives

I1
strength

to another what yesterday was opin-
ionon is liable todayto day to be lawlav it Is for
this reason that we earilearnestlyestly and re-
spectfullyspeetfullyfally remonstrate and protest
against the passage of the bill now be-
foredorethethe honorable senate feeling as-
sured that while it cannot accomplish
any possible good lamayit may result in a
great amount of misery

it gives no alternative but the cruel
one of rejecting gods command and
abjuring our religion or disobeying the
autauthorityhoreyhorAy of the government we desire
to honor and respect

it is in direct violation of the first
amendment to the constitution which
declares that congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of re-
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof 11

it robs our priesthood of their func-
tions and heaveheaven ti bestowed powers and
gives them to jjusticeustice 3 of the supreme
court justices of the peaceleace and priests
whose authority we annotcannot recognize
by empowering such as the only ones
to celebrate marriagemar As well might
the law presprescribebribe who shall baptize for
the yeremissionmission of sins or lay on hands
for the reception of the holy ghost

it encourages fornication and adul-
tery for all such marriages would be
deemed invalid and without any sacred
or binding force by our community
and those thus united together would
according to their own belief and rereli-
gious convictions be living in a condi-
tion of habitual adultery which would
bring the holy relation of marriage into
disrepute and destroydestroy the safeguards of
chastity and virtue

it is unconstitutional in that it is18 in
direct opposition to section nine article
one of the constitution which pro-
vides no bill of attainattainderer or exez post
facto law shall be passed

it destroys theathe rightight of trial by jury
providing for the ol01 juries
ccomposedampo ed of individuals the recognized
eenemiesnemie8 of the accused and of foreign-
erseastoto the district where abase under it
Isistoto be tried while the sixth amend-
ment to the constitution provides that
in all criminal prosecutions the ac-

cused shall enjoy the right to arpei dy
and public trial by an impartial jury of
the state and district wherein the
crime shall have been committed

it is contrary to the eighth amend-
ment to the constitution which rpro-
vides

ro
that excessive fines shall not be

imposed nor cruel and unusual pun-
ishmentsishments laffinflictedfeted 11

it violates section 8 article 1 of the
constitution which provides that con-
gress shall establish a uniform rule of
naturalization throughout the united
states in that it provides in section
17 a netinevinew unheard of and special rule
applicable only to the territory of
utah
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it iaIs in chatin section
10 it places men onpa unequal ground
ay giving one portion of the citizens su-
perior privileges over others because of
their belief
it strips us in sections seventeen and

wentytwenty six of the land we have re-
claimed from barrenness and which
we have paid government for also all
possesslosstosspossessoryessoryory rights to which we are en-
titled as settlers

it authorizes by section fourteen the
sending of criminals into distant mili-
tary camps and prisonssODS

it is most unjust unconstitutional
and proscriptivejve in that it dibdisdisfranchisesfranchises
and proscribes american citizens for
no setace but simply believing in plurality
of wives which the bill styles polygamy
bigamy or concubinage even iff they
never practicededoror design to practice it

it offers a premium for prostitution
and corruption in that it iequiresrequires inin
sections 11 and 12 husbands and wives
to violate the holiesthollest vows they can
make and voluntarily bastardize their
own children

it declares in section 2101 marriage to
beve a civil contract andarid names the offi-
cers who alone shall solemnize the rite
when burour faith expressly holds it as a
most sacred ordinance which can only
be administered by those holding the
authority from Heaven thusthuAthus tocompelling i

us to discriminate in favor ofofficers ap-
pointed by the government and against
offommmeersofficers authorized by the almighty

it thus takes away the right of concod
science and deprives us of an 0ordinancerdinan e
upon the correct administration ofof
which our happiness and eternal divasalva-
tion depend

it not only subverts religious liberty
but in sections 16 and 19 violates every
principle of civil liberty andland true he t

i

that themthe
governor the solebole authority totd govern

jjailsjalisallsails and prisonsandbandand to remove their
wardens and keepers to appoint and
remove probate judges justices of the
peace judgesjudgeb of aallali11 elections notariesnotaries
public and all sheriffs clothing one
man with despotic and in this repub-
lic unheard of powers I1

it thus deprives the people of all voice
in the government ofdf the territory re-
duces them to abject vassalage creates
a dangerous irresponsible and centhia
laed despotism from which there is no
appeal and leaves their livesilves liberties
and every human right subject to the
caprice of one man and that manmad se-
lected and sent hero from afar

it proposes in sections eleven twelve
and seventeen to punishunish american cit-
izens not for wrongs but for acts sanc-
tioned by god andlind practiced by his
most favored servants requiring them
to call those bad men whom god chose
for his oracles and delighted to honor
and even to cast reflections the an-
cestry of the savior himself

it strikes at the foundation of alireallail he
publican government in that it dictates
opinions and belief prescribes what
shall and what shall not be believed by
citizens and assumes to decide on the
validity of revelations from almighty
god the author of existence

it disorganizesorganizesdis and reduces to a cha-
otic condition every precinct city and
county in the territory of utah and
substitutes no adequate organization

it subverts by summary process near-
ly every law on our statute books

it violates the faith of the united
states in that it breaks the original con-
tract made with the people of this terri-
tory in the organic act who were at the
time that compactcompacts was made received
as citizens from mexican territory and
known to be believers in the doctrines
of the church of jesus christ of latterlatten
day saints

we also wish your honorable bodies
to understand that thathe legislature of
this territory has never passpasseded any law
affecting the primary disposal of the
poll but only adopted regulations fortot
the controlling of our claims and pos-
sessions upon which improvements to
the amount of maillionsmillions of dollars have
been made
this bill in fotionse 26 repeals the law

of the territory containing baideaid regula-
tions thereby leaving us destitute
legal protection totd our hard earned popos-
sessions the accumulated labor of
twenty years and exposing us to
mercy eflandofland speculators andvampires

gentlemen of the senate and
of representatives

this bill which would deprive us
religious liberty and every political
worth hahaving ls not directed against
people of utah as men and women
against their holy religion eighteen
years ago and ten yearsyearb before the pas-
sage of the anti polygamy act of 1862
one of our leading men elder orson
pratt was expressly deputed and sent to
the city of washington BCDC to
and lecture on the principle ofor patri

archal or plural marriageage as practiced
bv us 11

dheghehe lectured freqUently in that andoch
er citiesciti es and published a ewerpaper foursome
length of time in which hee established
by elaborate and convincing arguments
the divinity of the revelation command-
ingI1ng plural marriage given through the
prophetP joseph smith and that the doc-
trine

doe-
rinet was sanctioned and endorsed by
the highest biblical authority for ten
years before the passage bf the act of
1862 the doctrine was widely preached
throughout the union and the world
and it was universally known and re-
cognized as a principle of our holy faith
we are thus explicit in mentioning this
fact to show that patriarchal marriage
has longiongionlon beenbeen understood to be a cardi-
nal principleI1 I10 of our religion we would
respectrespectfullyfulfui ry mention aisoalso itiin this con-
nectiontion thathat while hundreds of leading
elders have been in the eastern states
and in the city of washington not one
of themthein basedenhas been cited to appear as a
witness before the committee on territ-
ories to proprovevethatha this doctrine is a
part of our religion gentlemen well
knowing that if that were established
the proposed law would be nullhull and
void because of its unconstitutionality

what we have done to enhance tetiie
greatness and glory of our country by
pioneering opening up and making in-
habitable the vast western region is
bafobeforere the nation and should receive a
nations thanks not a proscriptiveprescriptive
edict to rob us of every right worth
possessing and of the very soil we have
reclaimed and then purchased from
government

before thisthi goil was united states
territory we settled it and five hun-
dred of ourur best nienplen respondedrese to the
call of government in tuethehe wanwar with

assisted in addingidding it to the
national1 damain T I1

t when wevre were received into the
union ourfar religion was known our
early officers including our first gov-
ernor were nearly all latter day saints
or cormonsmormonsMormons fortor there were few
others to elect from we were treated as
citizens possessing equal rights and
the original bond of agieagreementement
between the united states government
and the people inhabiting this territory
conferred upon us the right of self gov

in the amesame degree asasisis enjoy-
ed by other territories in the union
it declared that the power ofodtheathe legis-
lature of this territory shall extend to
all rightful subjects of legislation con-
sistent with the constitutionconstituteloix of the
united states and the provisions of the
organic act and that the right of suf-
fragef a and holding office shall be eexer-
cisedcisegd by citizens of the united states
including those recognized as citizens
by the treaty with the republicBepublic ofmex-
ico concluded february 2ndand 1848 this
compact oriorl agreement we have preserv-
ed inviolate on our parartandtand we respect-
fully submit that it is not in the power
of any legislature or congress legally
and constitutionally to abrogate and
annul such an agreement as the organ-
ic law which this bill proposes to do
without the consent of both parties
ouroar property lands and buildings
private and public are to be confisca-
ted our rights of citizenship destdestroyedroyednoyed
our men and women subjected to ex-
cessive pains and penalties because we
believe in and practice a principle
taught by the bible commanded by
divine revelation and sustained by the
christianChristiah monarchies of great britain
and france among milliousmilli hs of their
subjects iniii their territories of india
and algeria 0

we earnestly we solemnly appeal to
you not to permit this iniquitous un
justly discriminating and anti republic
can measure to become law and that
too in violation of the constitution by
which industrious peaceable and
orderly persons will be driven tb the
desperatesperatedesperateje necessity of disobeying al-
mightygaty god the governor of theonithe uni-
verse or of subjecting themselves to the
pains and penalties of this act which
would bebb wordeworie than death wewe be-
seech of you gentlemen i donotdonofc by the

alsage of harsh and despotic measuresbassagerive autoa inoffensive god
loyal peoplepletopietoto desperation we have
bufferedsufferedsullered god knows how in
years past for our religion we nnedfled to
thesethebe mountain wilds to escape the
ruthless hand of persecution and shall
jtit be said now that our government
which ought to foster and protect us
designsdesignstoto repeat in the most aggravat-
ed form the miseries we have been
called uponlapon to passpaw through before

what evidence can we give you that
plural marriage is a part of our religion
other than what we have done by our
public teachings and publishing for
years past if your honorable bodies
are not satisfied wilhwith what we now pre

continued onoti ninth page


