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ground that it abridged the personal
rights of the cltizen, thus conflicting
with the fundarnental law.

Though the “truck-store’’ system has
been regulated long since in England
by Purliament, yet casee still crop up
which occasion litigation. There ts
one in progress at present in Londow.
A laborer who lived in a cottage rented
from a gas company went on strike
with hisfellow-workmen. When paid
off, the rent was deducted from hie
full wages. The case wasg brought up
in the House of Commons. At first
the attorney - general gZnve it
a8 his opinion {(hat the eoni-
pany in deducting rent as etated
did notact contrary to the provislons
of the truck law.
the official statei subsequently that
unless a written agreement existed
between the company and the em-
ploye 8e to the method to be pursued,
the truck act demanded the payment
of wagesin full, no matler what debts
the lnborer might owe to his employer.
Thie shoswe that the question of “‘com-
pany storee’’ is eflectually eettled by
the British workmanmn,

In Europe there appenrs to be n
peremptery demsnd for the eight-liour
day. In this country, though the
elgbt-bour day ls talked about a great
deni, there seems n disposition ameng
Jabor men to unite in a demand for »
pnine-hour day. A trade convention
representing 60,000 members held in
Chicago recently adopted resolutions
favoriny nine hours, and steps were
taken to accomplish thiz object uni-
versally among blackstnithe, machin-
iste, boilex mskers, and in fact all
branches of skilled mechanice.

It must be admitted that the labor
pituation jn the United Btates lovke
more hopeful just at present than i
does in Europe, yet It is true that
farge beodies of idle men are reported

in citier, and the arrivale at New
York average 10,000 a week. In
Europe in addition to the general
stagnation of .trade, new lsbor

saving machines are being euccess-
fully put in operation. In London a
machine for ubnloading vessels has
been introduced which will throw
thousande of dock men on the strects,
and thus add to the mase of the un-
“imployed and dlscontented. lp the
continental ¢ilies theunfortunate work-
men are looking to Louise Mitchell and
other notorious Communists and
Anparchiste ns their social redeemerp,
They despair of relief by agitation
surrounded as (hey are by armed
military and pollce.

- ——

THE SPEAKER IN LEGISLATION.

IN the April Arena Henry George,
Jr., has 8D article on the ““Speaker in
Engiand and Ameriosa.?” 1t is some-
whal anomalous that the official de-
nominated *‘Bpeaker’ in our legisla-
tive bedies is the oniy member who
does not speak on any question before
the assembly, and should he desire to
speak he must abrogate his funetions
ag Bpeaker for the time and calj some
other member to take the chair.

The term ‘‘Spesker’’ as applied to
the presiding officer of an Amerfcan
leginlature is borrowed from England,
In the British Parliament the Bpeaker
fs the representative of the Commons,
who speaks tg the Crown. Asearly

On reconeideration,

a8 Edward III the House spokesman
was known ae ¢Mr. Bpesker.?” Atthe
preseni time when a pew Parliament
meets, the Queen, through the Laords
Commirgioners,summons the Commons
to the bar of the Lordse, and signifien
her pleasure that the former choose a
repregentative to spenk for them. The
Commons return to their House, elect
or choose a Bpesker, whose pamp is
submitted to ber Majesty, who general.
ly ratifies the appointment. The gen-
tleman then becomee “Mr. Bpeaker??

House of Commone.

Except in the matter of speskirg
forthe House to the Crown,the English
official has Jittle more to do than
act ae chairman of the body. He has
Do power over commitiee appointments,
be cannot advance or retard bills
he eannol saftect legislation in any
way. His duty his simply to interpret
forme,orders and rules. He must recog-
nize a new member,and mustgive the
hficor to » member whe has not spoken
in the House in preference to other
members rising at the same time, In
cago of & tie he hasa casting vole, but
his vote is subject to subsequent re-
vision by the House. The intention
is to deprive the office entirely of
politicnl partisanship, and it has suc-
ceeded.

The Bpeaker of the House of Re-
presentatives at Waehington fs =
much more important (functionary
than his Enpglish brother. He ap-
puints 1] the commiitees which direct
and shape legiplation. He cau retard
or promote biils, through these com-
mittecs of course. The manner of
procedure in the House is largely of
his creation, inasmuch as he iz the
supposed font of ipspiration for the
committee on rules. He can recog-
nize or ignore eny mrmber at discre-
tion., He i a+party map in every
senre, and hia great aim s usually to
promote party poliey.

The English Speaker receives asal-
ary of $30,000, annually, paid from the
consolldated ‘fund. He ls provided
with & magnificent official residence,

and on retirement is eligible
to a peneon of $30,000 a year.
The American BSpeaker recelves

$8000 a yeéar, only $3000 more than
the ordinary member. He must find
his own lodgings and bear all his ex-
'pences. There is not even an officlal
corner of apy kKind provided for him,
except his derk and room in the House,
and when outside the House he carries
his (ffice in his hat, He is not a
“Hpesker!’ in the English sense, and
real]ly there Is little sense in calling
him anything but Mr, Chairman,

——

A MODICUM OF JUSTICE.

THE New York Advertiser, in sum-
ming up svme reflections and argu-

ments on the “Mormon’’ question,
thus gives expreesion to what is now
hecoming a very comomeon public senti-
ment:

“The time i8 not ripe for the admission
of Utah as a State, but her present de-
mand for A large measure of docal self-
governient is eertalnly a just one,and
should be conceded. Ullimately b'lah
must be admit'ed as a S'ate, and she
should now he sccorded such measure
of home rule as shall admit her upon
probation and fit her for full membegship
in the American Union.*?

and is also jresiding officer «f the,

«THE UTE REMOVAL.

THE New Haven, Connecticut, f=zg-
ister bas n long editorial In regard to

the propored removal of the Colorado
Utes to thle Territury, [t conciudes
the article us followe:

“Tha hill for the removal of the Utes
distinelly contravenes and stultifies the
humane policy of Indian administration
which 1he government has recently
adopted.  That policy ie one of educa-
tipn and civilization, with a view to
fittingthe Indian for citizenshlp. It in-
volves schools, compulsory education,
land held in severalty by Indian families,
and the gradual merging of the red man
in the generai body of the nation. To
pack the Utes off tos inountaln wilder-
ness, where cullivation of the soil i8 lin-
possible, is only to preveunt the operation
—=&0 far as this tribe is concerned—of the
government’s own distinetly chosen plan.
It would be a retrograde step, not onl
destructive 10 the Indians concerned,
whom it would consign {o perpetual and
hopeless savagery, but contrary to the
honor and reputation of & just and hu-
mane government.

“Thetrouble is,the sarrounding whites-
and especially a raliroad company, de-
sirous of getting their line through,
want the present Ule reservation in
Colorade, froni1 which§now they are ex-
cluded. They have brought tremendous
pressure to bear on Congressmen, both
this year and last, to have this iniguitous
bill passed. They have now wou a vie-
tory in the House commiltee which, in
the name of bumanity and justice, weo
hope to ree furned into defent in the
House ut targe.”? o

——

A SUBJECT FOR CONTROVERSY,

‘BOME attention is being paid by the
press to & stateraent recently made by

Richard Hoe, of preesmaking celehrity,
That gentleman says he can turu oyt
a printing machipe in London for one-
fourth the cost of doing the same f§p
New York. He asserts further, that
the saving ia corfined entirely to the
Iabor involved, the wage rate in Eng.
innd for skiiled mechanies being only
one-fourth of that in the [United States,
The dlfference in cost of raw materin]
in both countries he says is insignifi-
cant, and would not make a factor in
the cost of production. Prioting
presses are sold much cheager in Eng.
land thao in the United Siates, but
pewspapers are no ¢heaper. On the
contrary it is boldly ssserted that news.
pepers are cheaper here, and more
within the reach of the wage workep
than in Britain.

. Here is one ruore {act, il {t 18 a faet,
that will furnieh food for discuseion
hetween free traders and protectioniste,
How is it that while the machine can
be built at & quarter of the wage rale
fn this country the Epglich wolkman
has to pay twenty per cent more fop
the newspaper printed upon ir? No
doubt there are 3 good many interests
invelved in the pruduction of the
newspaper besides the making of the
press that priots it, and these must be
considered before any just conelusion
can be arrived at elther by the protes-
tionist or the free trade agitator.

THE westher continues unprecedent”®
edly cold for the Lime of year.. A
sharp rainfall io this valley teday (May
2nd) wae accompanied by thunder any
lightning.




