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A BASE FALSEHOOD.

Tur Democrat of this city has lately
contalned a nmnber of statements in
regard to local affairs that ure ot oniy
incorrect but bear the fmpress of a
malicious hand, hent on wmisrepresen-
tation. Some of these have been no-
ticed 1n our city news columna. There
is one that appeared on Friday evening
last which .we believed to Le falge
when we read It, and we hive tiken

some pains to lezrn whether there was
any exchse for the libel, before under-
taking to refute it. Itis un attempt
to array  ogajust _ ecach  other
‘Angns M. Cannon and John Sharp.
he Demtocrat, under sarcastic head-
ings, relates that President Cannon, in
& receat *‘red hot sermon,’ dwelt with
‘‘demonlacal vehemence upon John
Sharp's case, and that **he stated he,
with others, hnd received while at the
Pen nevw spring mattress with the
complimeuts of Bishop Sharp;*' that
he *had enjoyed its excellent comiort
immensely," until he fornd it had come
ifrom one who had ‘‘violated the most
sacred of covenants,’” when he ‘‘re-
turned to his former hard and uude-
sirable couch which now had become u
aradise compared sith the gift ofdis-
honor." ‘Tnere is more of the story in
the same strain, with sundry comments
and epithets Lthat we wili not repeat.
* Now the storyis o falsehood, angus
M. Cappon never used the lunguage
attributed to him, nor said he had re-
ceived a mattress from John Shurp,
nor that he had rejected such a gift,
As a matter of fact, as Mr. Sharp
kuows, no such gift was sert to br.
Cangon. He purchased the matiress
which be occupied at the penitentiary
and it came from Henry Dinwoodey's.
He received other favors such as tlne
fruit, which, with the rest of tbe

brethren in bondage, he hizhly appre-

) and which came {rom John
Sharp's own garden, and was grazeful
tor the kindness thus displayed and in
the visits he paid to the pen. )
It 1s one thipg to dissent from
a man’s poliey iIn a given case,
and another thiug to reject hbis prof-
fered kindness and speak disparaging-
ly of .his character, From the personul
knowledge of the writer, Hon. John
Sharp, umong his many close associ-
ates bus no warmer or truer friend|than
President Angus M. Cannon.

————itf— i ————————
THEY ARE ALL DOWN ON HIM.

TuE nonsense nitered by Gen. Dement,
or somwe dispatch fiend who has worksd
it up from something dropped by the
Sorveyor Geperal, has made quite a
breeze among the F.OQ.H’s, in this
city. 1f be had confined his Munchau-
senisms to the **Mormons'' it would
have heen considered guite legitimate,
A Federal appointee who tas not vet
beer confirmed may work the **Mor-
mon"-hatinz dodge for all it is worth
1o effect his conflrmation. But when
it comes to imputing fromd to the
whole fraternity of ofliclals in Utah,
that is taking a loug step too far.

1 Dement has adopted this coorse
for the purpose of securing his posi-
tion, he has nnly {ollowed the .lead of
others. Judges|have been known to ex-
ceed their duty and gobeyoud all prec-
edent zndsettled constructions of jaw
in order to couviet promibent “*Mor-
mons,” for the vely same purpose &s
that a'lleged agalnst Dement. The only
difference is that the Surveyor General
haus includéd 11 ¢cne broad sweep both
the “*Mormons”’ aud their local ene-
mies, Therefore while the former have
been applauved the latter is cou-
demnped.

When General Dement first arrived
he deult opt wseveral yards of taft
through an obscure evening jourpal,
and the F.O. H.'s were u little dubious
because he anuounced bimself free
from prejodice and determined to ig-
nore¢ religious znd sectional difer-
ences. At Fort Douglas, though, ata
reception of the Feaeral officials here,
after the liquid inspiration had begun
to take effect, be let himself ioose on
the local question and ranged himself
on the side of those who “‘kKnew no
party” in thelr war upon the *'Mor-
mons. The organ of the F. 0. H's
then patted him on the back and he
was waxed and lettered as
one of the right sort. But
now the Tribuue calle bim un **im-
pructical ezotist determined to make
a sensation,’’ '*a sorry ass;'’ says ‘‘it
is not worth while to call bim a liar,”
but does say that he is **a sorry fool.’”
And the Democral, which published his
gali-landatory effpsions, in & mulder
way 85 18 its wout, expresses simiiar
contempt for the general accuser with-
out descending to the Jow language of
‘gs morning associate.
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i 1 Gen. Dement’s story I8 tested be-
| fore Gen. Dement is contirned, we dre
of the opinion that he will not be
known as the Surveyor-General for
tUtah. He will be seut to survey the
wreck of bis roined hopes und to search
for that “documentary evidenes’ with
which he was golng to prove how Sen-
ators and Represcnotutives bud been
bought by the **Mormous.™"

Since the foregoing was in type dis-
{ patches have come to haud snnouncing
| 1hat the pretended interview isa can-
|ard, for which Surveyor Geveri
Denent repudiates all responsibility;
o fact, clalms that it wes concocte
for gnis injury. We are plensed to
record his denlal.

it e —A——

] A DEFENSE OF. THE RIGHTS
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS.

| THE San Berpardino Weekly Times,
edited and published by Jobn izaac
who gwas [once a resident of this
city, has the following to say upon the
lpu.st. and prospective aati-**Mormon®
{ legislation aud the probable efiect of
the same. Avpything in the defense of
Ithe rights of the Latter-day Saints
from an ouside soyrce is8 8o rare at the
present time that such mauply seoti-
ments as are here expressed by one
who has no sympathy for our creed,
but has the courage to stand up for
principle, are doubly appreciable:

The znnuzl anti-Mormon agitution
is once more under full headwuy, and
Congress is dealing at the prescut
time with a most remarkable vill for
the haudliuf of this guestlon. The
Edimnuads bill is the most outrageovus
medsure that was ever wltempicd to
pass Congress for any purpose whal-
ever. It wman be puilty of breaking
the laws, whether Mormon orf other-
wise, he should pay the penalty, but
this only after a fulr triul and convie-
tion. Butour laws and rules of cvi-
dence are all reversed in order to reach
this peculiar people, and to pulish
them because they are peculiar. aAn
apti-polygamy law is inforce, which is
being vizorously enforced ; but not con-
tent with punishiug the wen who bave
peen guilty of violating the law, it is
now sousht to punish the whole peo-
ple for this belief; u belief, too, for
which the Bible gives ample authority.
A manhas the God-given right Lo be-
lieve in anything. 1lle mway beheve in
polyzamy, srobbery, ourder, or any
other statute crime, apnd so jong as lie
does not attempt to put the belief into
practice he cananot be punished. It
would huve been & strange Lhing bad
we in Culifornia hapged Kearuey be-
cause he believed in und advocated the
murder of certain men. He was not
only allowed the frecdom of bis beliet,
but the MHberty to mouth it. Butap
effort 1s makjng to punish the Mor-
‘mons, not for what they bave done, but
for what they helieve.

Itisa theory of our common law
tiosat g manshaill be coensidered inuvo-
cent until he i3 proven vwity; and
that the burden of proof is throwwn
upon his accuser. A law ls now in
force in Utah which reverses this, and
assumes that a Moriuon shall pe con-
sidered guilty, and tie burden of proof
of mnocence i3 thrown upon bhim. e
is punished by disfrauctiscment, unti!
by oath before a commissioun he es-
tablishes his innocence. Suppose tne
same rule applied wo Calitornia, and
that every man before he was
ailowed to wvote had to prove
that he Had uever been gullts
of highway robbery, commiited
burglary or other criine. Yet the one
case is tair 238 the other. The Edmuuds
bill i8 ex post fucto,.u that 1t provides
for punishing Mormons for offeoses
cominitted before thers was nuy law
applicable to them, aud is, of conrse,
special legislation, as it is desizued 1o
crush them out becsnse 1hey ure un-
popuiar.ltprovidesfo-sc - :ressional
comimittee 1o take el w- 2o « . §ne affairs
of the Mormon chur u snd «didinister
them. Apply the sae rul. to every
church in the Iand. If fair in one
Instance, it Is fairinall. It nrovides
for o comnittec to winu up the affairs
of the Immigration Fumd and zp-
propriate its means. 3 : +hig szme

tfule to every ipcormp. t.w . 10 the
United States. It p osi ¢s «. :ut hus-
band or wife can be p 1 w0 the
witness stand and M. . . testity

against the other. Lel’ioe suwe ruie
apply in every court in the country.
We believe that even & Mormon has
: gome rights that should be respected,
L especially when un lofringemeut of
' titose rights may establish a precedent
that wiil some day be toraed ugainst

ourseives. Let Cobgress appoint
1 committee to  take charge
of the Mormon Chorch and
California ma follow sult

and take charge o% the Catholic or the
Methodist or any other church, and
rab them of their property, asitis now

roposed to do with the "Mormons. 1f

ongress has thtls power over a church
in the Territories then each State
has the same suthority withia its do-
main.

The Mormon question 18 one that is
not genera!lﬁunderstood. These pec-
ple are not heing opposced simply be-
cause they are disobeying the [aws of
the Union, for the numberof polyc-
amists amoug the Mormons is very

Ismall in proportion to thefr mem-
‘bership, Dbut the tronble is a
itical one .embittered by

B

re?% lous prejudices, and aided by the
double government, Terrftorial " and
Federal. The Mormons, belng largely
in the maforig, of course ﬂls-1 all'the
Territorial offlces; the Gentiles are

much in the minority, wznt them, and
to this end are workipg to disfranchise
the entire Mormon people- The ¥eder-
al oftices, are filled by Gentiles, and
here 18 a leverage for persecution
given them. There is s perpetual
¢onflict between the two, in which
contiunal iucursfous and reprisils on
each other occur, A feeling of bit-
terness, wmore lntense thal czn be
found eisewhere in America, has been
the reselt, and nothing that will tend
to bring them into disfavor in the pa-
tion is omitted. The Mormeou gnestion

scconuot of this continusd fermeut than
false proportions.

now in force, and Jeave the Mormons
in the enjoyment of the rights of other

ratlon in oor land."

AN EVIL THAT SHOULD BE
ABATED.

As we suggested when the news first
arrived here of the sensatiopal state-
ments credited to General Jement, the
dispatch flend s responsible for wnuch
of the nonsense thut has sppeared in
the papers lo regard to alieged laud
fraudsfio Utah. Geu. Dement's denial,
however, appears a little too sweep-
ing. It 1s bsrdly to be supposed
thatthe enterprising reporter has man-
ufactured the entire fabric of the sto-
ries sent over the wires. We believe
Dement has given a few threads iuto
the hauds of some ingeuious inturview-
er, who hus colored them with his own
dye und woven them into the glaring
garment of fulsehood which bis been
exbibited to the country.

45The story has served one purpose,
though. It bus tended to show the
manper in which certain journals that
pralsed Dement when he uttered sen-
tences whieh could be construed into
nostility agalost the **Mormons,”
turued round and shused him with
vehement seurrllity when he  was
sopposed to have nuld something
severe about the **Gentiles.” The
truth or falsehood of his words cut do

low with o *broad prasp of the sltua-
tion,”* in one cuse, and & *‘sorry ass'?
and '‘impractical egotist’’ In the other,
simply because jo tue latter case betid
not contine bis ebuollitions ot spleen to
the **Mormons." a

The ordinary interview Is {re-
quently little hut the imnagio-
ings of a versutile Bohemian. Itisan
unrelisble but taking plece of Journal-
Istic “*enterprise.”” It seldom conveys
the ideas of the victim who is ‘‘inter-
viewed,” and searcely ever presents
them in their nuked originality, being
dressed up to solt the reporter without
regard to the feelings or wishes of the
speuker. It i8 one of the modes of
reckless iying that is common Lo maay
newspapers, and itought fo be checked
by the power of the law.

It should be made a crimlnal offense
to misrepresent any persou iu the way
in which (en. Dement i3 said to have
been injured tirough the public prints,
A reporter who will put words.into a
i 0’s mouth that he never utiered,and
have themn spread abroad to make him
appear elther & knave or o fool in the
eyes of the world, ought to be severely
punisbed. These¢ Irequent deceptions
thut sre praciiced under the name ol
jnterviews, ure o disgrace to jours:ul-
Isim, and it 1s time soulethln? should
be done to protect public men {rom be-
g scaudulized in this way, and the
corulnunity truin Helny imposed upon.
Sthif morfe criminal and despleable
are the lbels woleh unprincipled pa-
pers publish with impuaity. such us
those about Joseph W, McMurris,
which huve appeared "in the Zribune
and Democrat bf this city. They are
all the more cowzrdly and contempti-
ble hecanse the writers think they are
io uo danger of saying what they

Jease about & man in his situation.
¢ refer 1o his case merely as a sum-
ple of the personal scandals in which
some sheets indulge, and to show the
necesslty of & remedy agalost the evil.
The bogusinterviewer and the libel-
lons reporter are both public nuisan-
ces, and the sooner they are abated the
better it will be tor respectable jour-
nalism and a4 deceived and suffering
publfc.
i

MORE EXECUTIVE ANTICS.

TrE Governor has vetoed the bll for
the compilation ef the laws of Utah,
0Of course. If he cannot dictate he
will obstruct. If the Assembly will
not epact just such laws as *I, Ell H.
Murray,” think ueedful, they shan’t
pass any. All this shows the tremend-
ous power and the infinitessimal mag-
naminity of the peacock Executive of
this aitlicted Territory.

The pretense that, certain oflicers

whose position he does not wish to
recognize will have to handle 10,000 of

ublic funds, iz ridiculous. Thae
reasurer will fold that money
it it 15 mnot disbarsed, and

both he and the Auditor were solld
enough to hold and disburse money in
which the Goverunor had & personal
interest, and more in the disposi-

[
| tunity of parading e pretenducrgoy—

hus hence become more odorous on|ope more buwok wlil bu added to in-

it would have been, und has assulbed : hands of pettiforgers. A compilation
Tae best way Lo js neededand ought to be accomplisbed
handle it 15 to strictly euforce the |1aws | without delay.

American citizens, for it is an outrage | the
to} attempt other; and the measures|athers, bas returned to his norwal ob-
proposed by the Fdmunds Il are such | scurity
a5 threnten avery other sect and corpo- | his ant

tigure in either case; he was g tlne fel-

3

conflict with acts of Cobgrass are
merely these providing for tne rlection
of those officers, wiile he wants o
appoint them, and he tukes this oppor-

alty to the United States, for the pur-
pose of maklng a-false impression on
the country as Lo the laws of Utah. It
is jninitely mean but bhlgaly charac-
teristic.

There ure now five books contalnfhy
luws, many of which are in conilict
becanse of minendments and repeals,
and at the close of the present session

l

crease the muddle and play ioto the

But npever mind,
the lpuh.iic can endure it for
A ittle while, and when

present obstructionist, like

they will be anle to smile st
I'cs. while they despise the spirit
in which he stoud in the way of the in-
terests of the Territory. “Every dog
has his day,’’ aud the vvemng sbhades
of the day of the obstructionist sili
Very soun gppear.

el el

THE PRESIDENT AND THE
SKENATE.

Tsag coofiict belween the President
und the Senule over the removes from
office of 4 number of Republicans to
make way for Democrats threatens to
be serious, but it wili vot probably be
uttended with any dlsastrous results,
There is really no reason why there
sbould be any great difflculty. The
right of the Presldent to make the
changes that he has attempted is un-

deuiable. It is also the right of the
Senute to refuse 10 coufinn the zp-
pointments.

There ogght to be harmony between
the President aod the Senate, but
this is hardly to be expected when the
majority of the upper House are the
political oppouents of the Exuvcutive.

| pouder a Jittle, and people will find out

what fools they have made of them-

selves over a systewn designed for the
permanent benett of the whole human.
race,

s e e =
THE GOVERNOR'S DESIGN,
Tux course of Governor Murray from

the opening of the present susslon of |
the Legislature, indicates very plainly

the object he has in view. The desire
of his heart ls to bring thiy
Territory under control of an

ollgarchy with himself at the bhead."
The opportopities this wounld afford
wonld throw tke faciities of a Ken-
tucky Marshalshlp completely fnto ey
shade. i
irerything wonld be cast foto con-—

fusion. id laws conld be repealed,;
new ones tixed up to suit the schemes.
of the framers, taxes could be jm-

osed, to be guthered and manipulated!
gy persons in cahoots with tuelr a
pointers, ofiices und fupds wotild
at the disporal of the Commission and.
their chief, and wbho coyld calcnlaw};
the cost to the Territory or the profits
to the plunderers? "

The Governor is evidently deter~
mined to block the wheels of locil gov-_
ernment by vetoing Dbills that areg]
pecessary to it maintenance.
senseless excuse for refusing to sign
the compiiation bill ¢xposes his pur—i
pose. He will not endorse the hnucﬁi:‘?‘
of $10,000 by men who have handl
over $400,000 duriug the past Lwo years
outhe Bame authority nnd bonds which,
he says are invalid, Yet he acknowi-
edges tbey are de facto officers, an
thua virtually admits thelrofficlal com-.
betency for Lthe purpese required by the;
blii.

‘Those officers were “*legal®’ enough;
to handle the 32,000 which the Governor;
drew for his owDn use, and the §51,007.49,
drawn and expended under the direc-
tlon of the Insane Asylum directors, of:
wiold he was one. They had no mors;
authority and uo less then than they

The Seuate may ask for the reasons of
tne Presideng tor the remoyals, but it
| cauuot compel their production.

The President, bowever,: has given
a little advantage to Republican Sen-
ators by his suuouucemwcut ‘at his fn-
augurution that ofticials would not be
removed ciceplt for cause, and thul

Repubilcans wogald not be ejected
tor party reasons unpless  they
bad used their offices far party
purposes. Now  they ' naturafly

want to tind-out whetber the President
has acted upou the policy which he
bimselt defived. He has positively re-
fused Lo uceede to the request to fur-
nish the lutormatiou desired in certain
Cupe ¥, and Lie probability is thut the
Bs wawri > 30 trealed will refuse to vote
lug Lhe Vrestdent’s nominees.

‘I'his willoaly be scrious for the ap-
polntees, und if the President chooses
Lo stand by their appointment it wikl
not be tatul to them, for he can renew
it at the close of 1be session, and have
his way in spite factious opposition.

The Democratic Senators approve of
the uction of the President ip relusing
to glve his reasons for making the of-
ficial changes he deems Dpecessary for
the puablic good, nad the guestiou now
‘is, what are the Repnblican Senators
solpg to do about it? Being o the
majorlity they can prevent the confir-
mation of the uppoiutments, but if
they do this shnply becanse the
President excrcises an  uudeninble
right they will place themselves in a
bud position before the country, and
their course will be considered as par-
tlsan obstruction. The advautagesure
on the side of the” Executive aud the
Sepsle will ro doubt see the point.

e i —————
PONDEIt A LITTLY;

Tug Washington Critic says:

In the opinion of the DEAERET NEwS,
the Jeading Mormon newspaper at
Salt Lake, the new Edmunds bill for
toe extinction of polygamy and other
purposes, i8 “a monstrous and dishon-
est measure.' There are many newsps-
pers outside of Zion that think about
the same way, and they are not advo-
cates of polygamy eitoer. [There are
features of the Edmunds bill which an
American Congress should ponder well
before indorsing. The opluion I8 quite
general that the Senate didn’t ponder
over them long enough.”

‘“Ponder” is cood. If Congress
would ponder over the ‘‘Mormon'
question long enough to understand it,
we should have Do such ‘‘mobnstrous
and dishopest measures’ agthat which
i3 designed to plunder a Church and
ruin it by npatioual interference —a
union of State and Church.

It was becanse neither the Senate nor
the House of Representatives
would stop to ponder upon
the gquestion, that the Edmunds law
was enacted, in wild coufusion and
stoppage of debate. It is because
editors will not ponder long enough on
this questlon that they print such rab-
bish about *Mormonism’? and endorse
the most shameful mesus to do vio-
lence to the Constitution and the
rights of man. Itis because the peo-
ple of the Uuited States do not ponder
over this matter, that they are worked
up by sectarfsn birelings and raging

fanatics into  burning hostilit
against & creed about whic
they know nothing, aud 2 people whuse

@
virtues should ontwelgh t%e supposed
evil which prejudice and ignorance have
magnified into such huge proportions.

tion of which he bhad a voice
as an Inssne Asylum Director.
The |laws [which he pretends are in

Some day the nation and the world
will get over Its madness enoush to

pavejoow, or will have if they con-.
tinue in office for two years longer.

And bere comes in wn important:
qoery. MHow does the Governor know:
that those officials, whom he ]udlciall{i
announces are not “legal officers,')
witl huve the bandiing of the pubho’-{
funds during the next two years? ls bhe
not rather “previous’ 1u his assump:
tion? Hehas made rome nominations;
which have notdyet been acted upon by
the Council, and untal that body te-
Eorts on the nominations how does he?

now what willj be the result? ls hew
conscious of the untitness ot the pers
sons he recommended? Did he know;:
heforehand that they Were such am
the Council were pot likely to en=
dorse? Did he choose names purposely
that weuld pe sure to be rejected by
the appointing body? If not, how does
he know officlally, and Bo certsinly as
to use it a8 an excuse for veloing am
important measure, that the present
incumbents will be continued in office
lor the ensuing two years?

The whole veto messuge Is a paltry
plece of clap-trap, made up fer effect
at Washington. I+ affords an oppor-,
tunlty to repeuat the deceptive chest-«
'nut thut & namber of Utah statutesare,
‘“in direct confiict with the laws of
Congress,” a f{abricatien which bhe
knows many will swallew without ex-=
amination. By arresting the progress,
of the Territory, by cutting off the
flnsocial fluid that keeps in motion the
local machinery, he thinks to brmg
about 2 crisis that will result in th
establlshmentof a Legislative Com-,
misgiou headed by the Governor. Thal
i bis little project, and to it all bi
smull plotuings and paltry Jeremy-did+
diiugs tend.

He wants 1o play the tyrant. M.
does it ‘mow to the eXtent of
bhis power. We 6hall see ho
much success he will achleve. Heea
rla.nl: himself in the way of needed
_eFislauon, but the Territory can live,
without It. Me mny galn what he id,
working for, but we doubt it. In any
tase, the people can endure whatever-
befalla'them, and will live and flourishy
when his kind arc so politically dead}
and damped that no earthiy power can/
bring them out of limuo.

Let the Legislature go on and enact:
such bills as ‘the people who electeds
thewm desite, and if there are no; {fundd
for use_for public purpoges, let the:
reaponsibility fall upon an obstracting'
Executive and not upon a working
Assembly, {

PERPETUAL SUCCESSION.

THE bottle-scarred scribe of the loehs
ers’ organ has been let loose again, and:
his raviogs occupy considerable space
in contrast to respectable articles .
Much of the froth that be mouths a

the NEWs requires no notice; it isonly
evidence of his degenerate coudition,
But why the Tribune prints such lon

effusions without point is a mystery.
The only thing that s worthy of passs
lng comment in all this morning’s eb<

ullitions, is the repetition of the error:
thﬂzilt vglhelu 'ngnau 18 oot re-%l:gteddtd
office he 13 **bounced," or ed,"t
or “fired out.” 4 Qe
On this rule the ecribe himself wasy
bounced trom the office, which 15 now:
filled*by a fitter person, and of course’
he was_not **fired out” for nothing:
Every Congreasmen who is succeeded,

bi,' apnotber Is *‘dropped;? every Federt:
al officlal whose term expires and th,
is not re-appolnted is fired out; and
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