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services, and was there always
found at his post of duty. He was
a rugged characler whose integrity
to hig religious convictlons could
pot be dJoubted. On October 2,
1885, he was sentenced, by Judge
Zape, to a term of im prisonment for
s8ix mounihs and to pay a fine of $300
and costs—under the Edmuuds law,
for unfawful cohabitation.

The services over the remains of
Elder Edward Brain were held at
the Twenty-first Ward meeting-
hiouse yesterday (Bunday ) morning.
The hall was completely fiiled on
the occasion. The opening prayer
was oftered by RBishop Romuney.
Toe spenkers were Elders - Gleorge
Dunford, J. Nieholson, B. H.Sc¢het-
tler, Joseph E. Taylor—of the presi-
dency of the Btake—aud Bishop W.
L. N, Allen. The benesiction was
pronounced by Coupselor H. J.
Foulger. The singing exercises
were rendered by the ward choir,
led by Brother Thomas Meclotyre.

Returned Elders,

Elder Ezra T, Bteveunson, of this
clty, returned on May 19th, (rom a
misslon to New Zealand, on which
he started May 28th, 1687. For the
first nine months he labured in the
Mapawaiu and Wairarapa districts;
the remaiuder of the time he pre-
sided over the Wainpu distriet.
Throughout he met with good sue-
cess, nitl wns everywhere treated
with great kindpess both by the
Saints nnd those not conpected with
the Church. On oné er two ocea-
sions the Elders met with some
slight opposition, but their meetings
were, as o rule, undistnrbed. Elder
Btevenson stutes that the work in
New Zealand is suatisfuctorily prp-
gresaing and there bave of Iate becn
a great oumber of baptisme lo the
new districts.

Elder John A. Button, Jr., of
Paris, Idasho, returned home iu
company wilh Elder Swevenson.
He labored in the Hawkes Bay dis-
trict from June, 1887, until Septem-
ber of the following year, when he
was appuinted to preside over the
district. In August, 1889, he was
called lo the Walrarapa district,
apd there remained notil his rele:ase
for home. He speakes well ol the
treatment he has received, of the
results attending his labors, and
saye he has eojoyed his missivn
greatly,. He has made mapy-pew
friends during his absence, and both
he nod Elder Stevenson come back
to Utah in the beat of health and
spirita.

May 2lst, we had the plensure of
meetiog Elders Edward W. Hunter
and Adolph A ndersun,just relurned
from missions. Elder Hunter left
his home at Morgan City, Morgad
Counnty, April 30, 1888, and re-
turmed May 10, 1890. He was as-
sigoed to the northern BStates, la-
boring for a time in lowa. Then
he: was trapsferred to porthern
New York apnd Canada, where
he remaioed sbuout 15 months, The
Elders found some kind friends
there, but generally the people were
Indifferent and inhospitable. The
government’s activn pas aided io
inereaping woti-““Mormon’’ pre-

Judice. During the lart tliree
months of his mission Elder Hunter
vigited and preache:d among his
relatives in Pennsylvania, Indinon
and [linois.

Elder Adolph Anderson left hiu
home in Logan May 19, and Utah.
four days luter, to go on a mission
to Scandinavia. He labored eight
months ag a traveling Elder jo the
Stock holm eonference, 3weden, and
sinmce then he has labured io the Co-
peohiagen office.  He had eharge of
the company of BSeandinavian
Saints, numbering 153  souls,
including cight returning mis-
sionarles and Eilder A pderson’s
family. The journey was a
pleasant one, the only eircumstances
to seriously mar its peuce being the
death of a ¢hild while the company
were stopping o Liverpool, amd
he holding in Quarantine at New
York of an Knglish sister, who had
two children, one of whom was at-
tacked with scarlet fever just before
the vessel reached New York,

The Scandipnvinn mission, us a
whole, is iu an excellent condition,
an average of over 8080 baplisms per
annum having taken place there for
some Years,

Elder Anpnderson mmkes special
mention of the kind treatment ex-
tended by the officinlannd employes
of thegRuion line of stenmers, and
of the Norfolk & Weatern, Kapaas
ity, Fort Scott & Mewmphis, and
Upi.n Pacific railroads. On all
these roads paing were taken to
muke the company comfortable.
But the treatiment exiended to them
by the East Tennessee, Virginia
and Geurgin rallroads was the re-
verse. Oo this rvad the comnpany
were ctowded inoto filthy enrs,
apd were deprived of sofficient
water, and what waa furpished was
upnfit todrink, UOpe ear wus witl-
out any light all nlgbt. The com-

ny were well treated on the Old

ominion sieamer which conveyed
them from New York to Nurfoik,
Va. Elder Anpderson left for Lo-
¢an yeslerday.

The Decislon.

W ABHINGTON, Muy 19.—The Bu-
preme Court of the United States
todny rendered an opinion of vital
interest to the Mormon Church in
the suit of the Church of Latter-day
Saints agninst the United States,
which comes here on appeal from
the decisionof the Supreme Court of
Utah io favor of the United Btates,
This court affirms that judgment,

The case grvows out of the K-
munde anti-polygamy law, which
dissolved the “Mormon’® Church
corporation and eschealed to the
United States the real estate owned
by the Church. The Mormons en-
tered guit to have the law declared
unconstitutional, on the grounds

that Copgress by the disso-
lution assumed judiciul power, |
that the act of the legislative

apsembly of Utab - incorporating
the Church constituted a contract
which could oot be impaired hy
Congress, under the nauthority to
repeal the Terrltorial enact nents,
and that the doctriae of escheat is
alien to the spirit of {ree Ipstitu-
tions.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

On the part of the United States
it was cuntended that Congress had
the uuthority to repeal all territorjal
vnactments; that the act iocorpo-
rating the Church was iovalid, as
Au attemipt fo establish a religion
j coutrary 1o the provisions of the
Constitution; that the c¢harter
should be apoulled for the abuse
of granted rights. “When a church
corporativn wuas dissolved, there
wag no one to whom to turn over
the property; it was property es-
cheated to the United States.

In its opinion the court says the
distinguishiing features of Mormon-
ism m1e well known (o be polygamy
and absolute eculesiasiical coutrol
over its (hurch members, Not-
withstanding all efforts to suppress
Lhie barbarous practice of polygamy,
the sect perseveres in  defiunce
of law in propagatiog and pro-
moting this nefarious docirine. Che
gquestion, therefore is, whether the
promotion of sue¢h unlawful system,
repugnant to our laws, is to be al-
lowed to continue, and whether the
enormous fumls which have been
accumulated be wielded for the prop-
ngation of an obuoxious practice,
aod for the promnotion of au organ
ized rebellion against the laws of
the Uuited Htates.

The history of the government’s
dealings with the Mormons ly one
of palience on the part of the
Anerican government aod resist-
anee to law and pitiless atrocities
ou the part of the Mormons. ‘The
contention that polygamy is a part
of the Mormouns’ religions belief is
w gopliistical plea. 0 doubt the
tliugs of lnudia imagined their belief
in pssassination was a religious be.
lief, but that -did Dot make it so,
Bociety has n  perfect right to pro-
hibit offenses agalnst enlightened
wmankiond,

After an elaborate historical re-
view of the common law, the court
suys: “Congress had back of it a con-
tumacious orgnnization, wielding by
its resources immense power in the
Territory of Utah, and employlng
those resources 1o constautly at-
tempting to oppose, subvert and
thwart the legisiation of Congress
aod the will of the governméut of
the United States. Under such eir-
cumstances, we have nodoubt of the
right of Cougress'to do as it did. The
deeree of the lvwer court is cou-
firmed.*?

Justice Bradley delivered the
opiniou. Chiel Justice Fuller snid
titat he and Justices Field and La-
mar were constrained to dJissent.
Congress unguestionably has power
to suppress polygamy and it is im-
material whether the crime was
committed in the pame of religion,
but Cougress has not the power to
sejzo unﬁ confleeate the property of
a corporation because its 1nembers
may have been guilty of a crime.
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The people are thue roots of the
state; if the roots are flourishing the
state will endure.

-

| When pathsare constantly trodden
they are kept clean, but when aban-
Jdoned the weeds choke them up; so
weeds ¢hoke the mind In the absence
of employ ment.—Chicago News.
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