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tilderide isshouldbouff be added together and of
the sum totals the lower subtracted
from the greater then by treating the
elementsele menta of doubt in the sameame man
ner angand comparing all the resultresultsreaults a

cluston can easily be reached
which the people may smash to
smithereens with their blanket ballots
on the morrow they may however
ratify it there laIs no harm in trying

ONE officeholder WHO WILL STAY

matters affecting the president or
the presidency of the united states
have a peculiar interest on a day like
thlethis when twelve millions of freemen
are going through the solemn maJmajestic
and world attracting performance of
making their choice as to the headhand of

the nationnation here in the vales of the
mountains where we are not buttressed
by state lines and where the domain is
under the exclusive control of the
government at washington we tanan
only participatea in spirit but most of
uaas take as keen inate interinteresteat in the result

each was armed with a ballot
which would be cast for presidential
electors and counted the same as where
sovereignty prevails

whateverWhalever may have been the choice
of tbthee people today be will not be con-
fronted at the beginning of hishii term
nor perhaps at any time during it
with the annoying newness of any
thing in around or pertaining to the
white Rousehouse both of the principal
candidates one of whom must inevit-
ably be chosen have served a term
there and know howbow it isie for them-
selves otherwise notwithstanding that
both are pretty well posted on general
topics we question if there are not
somehome customs and conditions prevail-
ing at the executive mansion that
would seem quite uselessusellees if not annoy-
ing

annoy
aran well one of the practices

prevalentnt there isais a relic orof the early
days before we hadbad the glare of the
electric light the clangor and rush of
the locomotive or the annihilation of
time and space by ththele telegraph it is
maintained toiu all its primitive features
for the simple reason that it tois the only
link in the shape of a domestic custom
which binds this age with that of
washington aniand jefjeffersonterson and it hasbaa
thus become somewhat anshenshrined in
the minds of those who live near the
national headquarters certainly
while utterly useuselessleles it has been ex

i
eaptedempted from abolishment while
other things co natal with it have
pasted away long ago

the custom spoken of tois the lighting
of some large lanterns which stand out
from the large white pillars of the
front portico of the white house

thosethese were a light which light-
ened amany yearsvears ago they were
doubtless looked upon as indispensable
adjuncts to the grand establishment
over whose portals they held noonoc
turalrural swayaway tatbut improved methods
not only in oil which itself Is
beginning to navehave a back number
flavor but toin gas and electricity have
imparted to the lanterns dimly burn-
ing A6 sort of sickly glare which makes
them as lacking in the matter of orna-
mentationments Mou as of useties it is to be hoped
that the progress whwhichlob has come upon
the land to taystay suaymay continue free
from the band of the vandal at least
suso far toas this wile to con
cornea

those who passpan by the presidentspresidentIs
home at bightnightfallta 11 if they look through
the high iron railingsrailings which colose
the front lawn waymay see an aged mann
coming deliberately along the flagged
walk from the greenhouse carrying a
longiong stout ladder this hebe places against
the iron supports of the lan-
terns to one of which he mounts
and then into hisbis
droles a match strikes it lights the
candle in its tin socket comes down
and repeats the performance until all
the lamps are lit we suspect the ol01 i
man laIs himself a relic of bygone
days that hebe has followed hisbia present
jotjob since he was a young man hiob
ably in james K polka day and thathat
he does nothing else around the place
no matter what his politics we guar-
antee he will never be disturbed nor
his place otherwise filled until he is
called to join those who once looked
upon hishia duties at the white house not
as a purely perfunctory performance
but as a matter of some considerable
consequence long may he stay

BUSINESS ON THE RAILS

one ray of comfort to colonel elliot
PF I1 shepard anent his proposed one
dollar railroad ride to the worlds fair
isIB found in the statement put out that
the railroad industry just now laIs a
mostmoot flourishingflouri ehing one in all respectscfstatistics itftfe claimed how that the
general business in this country tois not
only prosperous but gives promise of
even bettorbetter thahingainge it isin shown that
transportation of waswaa neverneter
in better form and that the wagner
and pullman systems of sleeping

are well Tnigh perfect
it lais held however that the buffet
service isa only conditionally good
when there isia not much travel a good
square meal is laid before the

passengerpaeaenger for the trifling consideration
of one dollar but this gratifying con-
dition Isie by the accompany-
ing statementat that the dining care are
nearly always crowned to the point of
suffocation leavileavingb g us to conclude that
the fare and treatment are bad in
an inverse ratio added to
this is the annoying assurance
that thesetheae cars are always poorly
ventilated ita condition of things
which it would seem tois soBO easily


