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FROM THE HOLY LAND.

By courtesy of J. T. Wilsoo, of Mld-
way, Wasatch county, the Nrws ls
able’ to place befure lts readers the
following from & Ietler wrltlen to
Elder Wilson, by Eider Don C. W,
Mugser, presjdent of the Turkish mis-
slon:

JaFrFa, April 8, 1893.— Dear Brother:
Your kinu and very intereating letter
of February 28th was received some
bt owing to the prese of

timme ago,

other malters I was unable to
answer at an earlier date. I derived
congjuerable encvuragement from

reading your letter, and [ reallze the
gruth of what you say conoarr!lug the
extraordinary Liessings that a kind and
loving God i8 dally bestowiog .on the
Latter-day Salpte. Nor are we the
only people who are parlakers of Hls
unbounged love and lender mercies;
for Lhey exteny into all corners of the
earth, and all nations wnd people are
made reciplents lo B grealer extent
than they deserve. The Haints show
by their works that they nre grateful
for their blessin B, more thsen other
people do; sulll we all have rvom tor
fmprovement. We &re olilimes care-
less in gur deporiment, and giveu, to a
consiqurable extent, to fault-finaing
and back-biting. YYeareoft covelvus
ot the wealtn and 1nfluence of others,
and jopse in our habits In keeping the
commandments of God, any in atkend-
ing our meetings, and are unmivdtoi
of the goiden oppor‘tunmea that are
Hitting by. Stll 1 velieve the Latter-
day Baints are, taken as a whole,
eminent!y better than any olher peovple
under the sun, Wuo Ceriainly eouulu
be, it the Gospel of Christ, in its
BWeelness Buod purity, its simpliciiy
and power, is anything, LI ulvine
reveiation aud & knowliedge ot the
hereaiter will incite a people to lives of
ocleanliness and virtoe, curlivesshouid
be the most giean and virtuous of ail
people.

But to your letter. Lo apswer to
to your firet guestion, I have to say nu.
There s not un Eoglish puper pub-
lished itn Blt Pulestine. There is u
small German sbeel  publiches in
Jerusalem Bnd an Arabic sheet at
Beyrout. Awxs near us L can fearn these
are the only . upers published in Byria.

I yuesiion two,yvu aek it any of the
wall Kiog Holomon {ulit around
Mount Morluh e etill remarniug, Yes.
On the north side of the mount je u
very high marble wall 1024 leel Jone,

to the Jower part of which there are
blocks of stgne 15 feet long apd from
three to four fect deep. It is thought
that a great deal of this wall is just as
it was first laid, This ie one of the
most interesting epots of the unce
Holy City; fur bere the Jews come to
weep and bewail the loss of thelr former
glory and to pray tor its return. Itis
a curious sight to see thisonce haughty
and proud people as they stanu tuere
kisging those cold marble blocks while
the tears stream from their e.es,

The Jews are counsiantiy increasing
in numberain Palestine. AtJJerusulem,
whose population i3 over 50,000, there
are over 30,000 Jews, These are di-
vided intu two plasses—the Sephardim,
vt Bpapish origin, and the Asbkena-
zim, of German aud Polish origln—apd
are all very poor. 'I'hey nre dielikeu
and perseculed vno ali sides, by the so-
calied Chriatisn as well as the Mobam-
medan. The Turkizh goverumeat bas
recently passed a law prubibitlng the
Jews buying more land, Thoee who
buve Junde can possess them, but they
canunot sell to tueir brethrenm, veltoer
capn they buy more. There are a num-
ber of Jewish colonies thraughout the
land lu a2 l-urtebing condition, and as
far as I am able to ree and stusy their
ways Lhey make good citizens.

The latter rains have come to Pales.
tine aud at the present writing there
uever was a more fertile luokiug coun-
try. Grass and lowerpgrowing every-
where. Bilvery brooks thread their
way through tue richly carpeted low-
lands, dotted here nnd there by flocks
of sheep and goats, and mud villages;
white the bhighlunds are covered with
the vine and fig tree and olive groves,
All 1o the worly this country nDeeds L0
make it the Eden It formerly was, is a
Mormon colony to teach the Arabs
how to work, how to be industrious,
how to live happily by dJoing goou.
Not long slnce I was atalking with
geutleman of prominence who has
interested himeeif in the **Mormon
gquestion,® anu smoug other things he
suiu: *‘*Alibough I am not a bellever
10 the Murmen frith, 1 belhievethe only
redempiion fur tbis country will corue
thorugh your people.’?> This gentle-
map 3sid be had tives here forty years
suu in that time the climate and the
land bave improved phenomenally.
L thought of tnat time when theser-
vaunts of the Most High came anda
blersed this land and removed Lthe curse
it had besn under for s0 many ages.

Yeo, I have visited the Mosque of

Omar. It stands ou the most sacred
ground i1n Jerusalem. It was here
where that inexpressibly grand temple
of Klog Solomon stood. On this spot,
uocording to tradition, Abraham was
sbout to offer hls son Isaac In com-
pliance with a command of God. Over

there is where David had the
Ark of the Covenant placed
before the temple was  bullt.

Dowo under that moudern building
is wnere Holomon bad his 40,000
stalls of horsea for his chariots;?? and
on this side is the *‘Beautiful Gate®
through which Jesus passed on his
way tu and from the Mount of Olives,
and where Peter cured tbe lame man
(Acts ili, 1-11). :

The Mosque of Omar js a magnifi-
cent structure with eight sides, each
belng 68 lect long. It has 56 stained
glass windows, whuse bharmony and
richness excite the wunder and admi.
ration of ail visltors, The walis ure
cvered with ¢olored procelain, and the
great dJdome, 66. feet in diameter, is
supuorted by 12 marble columus that
were found in the ruins of Bolomon’s
temple. The floor of the mosyue i8
marble mosaic.

I did not get out to Hebron,I am
sorry to sny, but i was as far as r3olo-
mon’s Pools, and was in Bethlehem on
Christmas eve and part of Christmas,
I spent most of the night in the place
wherc our Li.rd was born, I have
been over the Mount of Olivea a npum-
ber of times. There are quite a num-
ber of churches on the muunt at pres.
ent and sume fine bufildings, belonglns
mostly to the Greeks.

Woell, dear brother, my leiter is get:
ling rather lony, se I think it wisdom
to close for the present. I hope tu hear
trom you again in tbe pour fulure.
Kind regards tu yourself and family.

ELDERS IN WEST VIRGInIA.

CRAIGSVILLE, Nicholss county, West
Virginis, May 3, 1883.—Fur some time
past we bave been in Nleholas and
‘Webeter counties promulgatins Gospel
truths, and, as in all other places we
find but lew who will take 'pains to ipn-
vesllgatle our wessage. Wiih few ex.
ceptions we oblain tne use of the school
houses, but churches are almost 1nva-
riably denied us. We are sometimes
accused uf pot preaching our duntrine,
when they bear us teach faith in Jesug
Christ, repentapnce Irom ein, baptism
for Lbe remiesion of eins, and laylng on



