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REMARKS
Made at the General Conlerence on the
afternoon of Monday, October s,
1596, in the Tahernzc'e, Salt Lake
City

[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.)

PHESIDENT WILFO LD WOODRUKTF.

1 did not intend 10 occupy anv n ore
time in this conference. but there isa
silbject or two that | feel in duty bound
10 talk upon, and 1 hope the Saints will
give me their prayers and faith, 1hat [
may be enab'ed to domv duty, In
order to arrive "at the principles and
subject J wish to speak of, I feel dis-
posed 1o deviate iIrom my general course
of testimony in tome respac s. |

There are two powers on he earth
and In the midst of the inhabitants of
the earth—the power of Ged and the
ower of the devil. In our history we
ave had some very |ecubliar ex
perir nces. When God has hatl a people
on the eavih, it matters not in what age,
l.uciler, the son bl the morning, and the
millions ot fallen spirits that were cast
out of heaven. have warred against
God, against Clirist, ag«inst the work of
God, and against the people of God.
And they are not backward in doing it
in pur day and generation. Whenever
the Lord set His band to per'orm any
work, those powers labored to over.
throw 1t. [ hare a little experlence in
this direction that I want to reter to.
Many ol you probably bave read the
history of the first proclamation of Wie
Gospel in En:lar dunder the presidency
of Heber C Kimball, in 1837. Just
previous to that I crossed Lake Ontario
wilh a man by the name ol Russell from
Canada iuto the Upited States, That
man walked the steamer almost day and
night, moaning »nd groanwmg. What
was the mattr? He hada class of
spirits that s'ayed with him nlght and
day, ¢istress ng him. What he had
done thal they had power over him i do
not know W hen a nan does his duly
and ke. ps the commandmenis ol God,
those spirits have no power over him,
althgugh he may be distressed in a
measure from Lheir  opration. This
man went to England, and those spirits
went with him. He was with the
Apostles there, and while they were
holding a conicrence there he was so
troubled with those spirits that Brother
Heber C K'mball and Orson Hyde and
the brethren who were there laid hands
upon him and casl thore evil spirits out
14 himi. W hen they Luft him they seized
nwpon Brotl er Hyde, and he fell 1o the
floor as though he had been knocked
on the head with a club.  Brother Kim-
ball and the brethren immecdiately laid
‘hanes upon him, and tife cvil spirits lelt
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hir, They then fell upon Brother Kima
basi and Uied 10 overcome hm
But the vision ol his mind was open and
he saw themnibe room. They gnashed
thetr teeth at him; but did they over-
come him? DBrother Kimball held the
Apo tliship and he stood at-the head
ol that Mission, and God gave him pow-
el over Lilose sp riis5, and they were re
buked and left mw. T is was the be-
gimiing of their taburs there, Jo 1840,
when the Apostles were sent 1o Engiand,
we had a simiar expenence. The
history of my (ravels in Herefordshire,
Gliucestershire and Worcestgrshire iy
pub isned and known tothe Church.
Alter laboring there some eight inonths,
Brotht rs Heber C. Kimball and Ge rge
A, Smith invited me to go to London
You all know what kind of men Broth.
ers Kimball and -Smith were. They
had power and brought a great many
nio the Church \We three went iato
the C1y of London to underiake tuo
pen deors in that greal city. The fisst
man w ho opencd Lis « 001s Lo rerewve us
wasa m:n by the name ot Morgan
The very day we eniered that house n
was fil ed with evil spliits, who sought
to destioy us. We fell their power day
alter day Tney did not panicu‘arly n
jure us at that lune, but we koew they
were whh us. The incident that I am
going to refer 1o n w occured after
Brother Kimball had returned to
Manchester. Rrother George A Smith
and mysell were letihere. Weszatup
one night till atout 11 o’clock, talking
about the Gospel ot Chnst, and then
went to bed. The room in which we
s ept was :mall: there was about three
and a ball feet between our cots
Those spirils were gathered together in
that rocin ang sought to destioy us.
| hey fell upon us with the d-termina-
von to take our lives The disiress, the
sufieiing and the horror that rested up
on me | never tAperieticed before nor
since While in this condilion a spirit
spid 10 me, *‘Pray 1o the L.urd.? Well,
a man in that kind jol warfare, when he
13 chuking almost 1o duatr, is n a
peculisr po-ition to pray Nevertheless
{ went 1o praying with all the power |
had. | koew we would ¢ie unless Grd
upened sume door for vur deliverance,
b cause we were heing choked to death,
and | prayed the Lord, in the pame ol
Jesus Corist, to preserve our lives,
while | was prayiog, the door opened
and \hree mesrengers entercd, and ihe
room was flled wilh light tqual to the
blazing light of the sun at mid-aay.
Those messengers were all dressed in’
ihe robes ol immn rtal beings Who
they wise ]l know not. They laid hands
upon me and my companion, and re. |
buked those evil powers, and we were
saved From thathour to 1his day, not

only our lives were saved, but thpse
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powers were rebuked by the angels of
God so that no Elder since has been
tormented with them in London.

l name this because there is a prin-
cip'e in it. From the day that the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith was called vpon by
the angel of God and Lhe plates of the
Book of Mourmon given into his hands,
these evil spuits labored tor his death,
and finallv his blood was shed by the
power ol the dev.l. You know about
that. It is before the heravens and the
earth, and has guot to be settled for.
Those spirits are wherever the Saints of
God are, and they will {ollow his up
until He who houls the keys ol death
and hell hinds that old serpent, sets a
seal upon him, and shuts him up lor &
thousand years. These evil spiris are
all around us. They follow every Elder
of l-rael at home and abrpad. They
tempt me; they tempt jou, and will as
long as we dwell in the flesh and they
have therr agency and power. Why?
Because they know ihe Priesthiood Is
here; they know the power of God is
here; they know the authority js here to
seal bles-ings upon the heads of the
chiidren of men. and to preach the
Gospel 1o the nauons of the car b, that
they may be pr pared fur the coming of
the Tord Jisus C(hrist Knowing this,
if they can get any power over you and
me they wi'l exercise it.

There has been some talk here about
myself, and my counselors, and the
Twelve Aposiles, and the position Re
hold as leaders of the peppie. I have
been in the Apostleship fur fifty seven
years. 1 bave been tnrough all the
apostasies in this Church, it I may be
allowed to use that expression, from the
day .ol the organizition ol the Twelve
Apostles. On one oceasion two Apos.
tles came to me while | was in Kirtland,
and told me that Joseph Smith was a
falles pri phet, and that they wan-ed 1o
put atotner man in his place— Qliver
Cowqdery They wanted to know what
I would do about it. Said |, “‘Every
man Lhat liftis hiz hand against the Pro-
phet of God will go to hell, unless be
repents of his sins,’* Well, about half
of them did repeni; the others did not,
and they lost thetr crown and glory, and
other mien have taken their places.

My brethren and sisters,there is some-
thing pressing upon my mind that | want
to say. We have arrived at a point here
with rigard to circumstances that it is
my duty to take up as the President ol
the Church The First Presidency and
the Twelve Aposiles were never more
united as a body than they are tcday.
Our spirits are unted. We believets,-
gelher, we work together, we pray to-
gether; and we believe in each other, be-
cause we are all trying to do the wili of
God. This is the case with all ol us,
with one exception. That exception is



