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uon is the only proper treatment for
making sewage inoffensive to the
senses or to health oxidation isin duedoe
to an organized ferment that isie to the
work of living organisms these
bacteria find their food in the organic
namatteriatter contained in sewage they
multiply in and it before it
can putrefy if it can be submitted to
their action under favorable conditions

this is taken as the key to the whole
situation inID conformity to this view
jtit is laid down as a first though diff-
icult condition that sewage proper
shouldhould be kept separate from storm

water and the deposits swept from the
surface of the streets this is a marked
departure from the beual rule but la18

indicated as essential to perfect
successcess with this accomplished
the sewage may be made
completely harmless by filtering
it through successive layers of gravel
londand and loam so that not only is

there no annoyance to those living in
abe immediate neighborhood of the
ewerbower outlet but the resulting fluid

drawn off from the bottom of the filter
lais baler sweet and pure and free iromfrom
livingjiving organisms as the bestbeat water sup-
ply can be

under the manner of treatment out-
lined a comparatively small area of0

land of ane proper kind will take care
of the refuse of a great city at small
expense and with a perfection of san-
itation that no other known method ap-
proachespro aches the system requires that
organic wastes be discharged at the
sewer outlet in fresh condition before
putrefaction has setnet in they are
then conveyed immediately to the
land selected for sewage disposal the
liquid first rashes over and through a
mum of broken stone then over a fan
baked surface of denser material anuana

then through still another earth filter

all this I1 of course is in the open air
on a hillside the matter Is applied
three times a day and wenthen the suilbull isin
allowed to rest two daye for the com-
plete oxidation of the organic matter
then it can be used again and even
improves with age the tests made
bowed that four acres is adequate to

cakeike care of gallons of fiewagesewage a
day or sufficient for 1600 to

to the perfection of the
arrangements the experiments in
prancefrance germany and the united
stated uniformly appear to show that
by this method the offensive organic
portion of thebe sewage is completely
destidestroyedroyed the results of the testteat budand
longjong experience in france are thus
stated

at gennevilliersGenne villiers where irrigation and
filtration are combined and where the
oilboil isia gravelly the sewage of parispans is

made purer than the best drinking water
of that city prosperity has been brought
into that district which was originally a
poor one land that wax formerly of
trillingtrifling value now sells at 2000 or more
per acre and its rental value has been
quadrupled the population has in-
creased by one half and general pro-
sperity has taken the place of comparative
penury the health of the people is
excellent and even in 1882 when there
was a cruel epidemic of typhoid fever in
Pparis there was none here the general
mmortality0 otof gennevilliersGennevilliers in 1865 was
thirtyh five per thOUthousand in 1876 it was
twentyw five and in 1881 only twenty
ttwoW measures have now been taken to
extendtendt the same system over other lands
sufficient lorfor the purification of the entire

flow of the sewers of paris save dur

I1ining floods of the seine when there is nojbfobjectionebion to its direct discharge therein
in view of the fact that land described

as desirable for the purpose is abuabun-
dantly

a
available toin thisthin locality the

suggestion that the system be carefully
studied even to the extent of limited
experiment does not seeth amiss the
method seems to be as applicable to
singlealcele housesbouses as to a collection and its
utilization might lead to the banish-
ment of the disease breeding cesspool
which tois so prevalent the system
seems to be thoroughly scientific and
foliaws natunaturesrePs own method and sug-
gestion in the disposal of waste product
its utility appears to be so well
dished as to lead to the conviction that
it will be the system employed in all
careful work for the future and that
the problem for disposing of sewage
may be regarded as effectually solved

THE CITIES FINANCES

it toIs a matter of congratulation to the
city that its credit stands sogo high as
indicated by the bids offered for the
new issue of bonds to pay a prepremiumrn lu in
for ubethe cites paper under the condl
bious which exist at present shows
marked confidence on the part of
capitalists in the ability of the munici-
pality to meet its obligations as they
fall due in such a situation it should
be the first care of the administration
to see to it that the cites credit either
present or prospective is not subjected
to any process of impairment by reason
of extravagance or of ununnecessarily
heavy burdens upon the taxpayers
who ultimately have to furnish the
cash

the majoritymaio rity of the present city
council were elected on a reform
platform the verdict at the polls last
novesterNov emLeremter was notice from the people
that they had hadbad enough oiof reckless
extravagance and misuse of munic-
ipal funds the city then bad
reached the point of financial collapse
underunde the powersdowers it possessed so relief
was secured by extending its borrowing
capacity this proceedproceedingig being an ex
hiblhibi tion of confidence that theme newdew
administration would not abuse its
trust asan the previous one had done and
at the end of its term leave the city in
a hopelessly insolvent condition at
the same time the sentiment of the
vvotersoters was that public improvements
be carried on with reasonable dili-
gence as the goad of the citizens might
require

lose than five months has elapsed
since the new administration took hold
of affairs and the manner of bow
these are being conducted is beginning
to show for itself the figures and
arguments presented in the city coun-
cil at last evening session will arouse
in the minds of thebe taxpayers some
perplexperplexinghig questions and itif matters go
on as they are it looks as though prop-
erty owners will become convinced

things are becoming no better
mighty fast take for instance the
city and county builbuibuildingjingliing toethe corncom
ailtee reports that there might be
made there a temporary saving otof

as to improvements that were
intended this means that if the
council had not sent a special com-
mittee to look into this busnessbusiness there
would have been spoutspent on that

building for which there was no neces-
sity at the present time

itt toie urged that to stop work on the
city and county building to save money
would not be judicious in the present
condition of the labor market that
is true and it Is equally a fact that
there is no necessity for the municipal
ity plunging deeply in debt to rush the
building to completion in a few months
when it might be consistently extended
over a longer period the same sug-
gestion applies to the sewer work but
it is notnet the part that gives employ
ment to local workmen that calls for
serious objectobjectionioD that which
sendsbends the money away when
we need it so badly at home
is the specially odious feature in
the city council committee report
the item of was stated to be
only that which would be sent from
the territory without any monetary
benefit to the people 12 then from
the list of other expenses a smallemail one
may be selected by way of illustration
of needless extravagance that isia the
furniture item the contract for the
citycitesIs portion is every dollar of
which goes out of the territory when
there Isie absolutely no need of it one
tenth otof this sum would have sufficed
for present needs and the remainder
with an amount larger still from the
county cound have been disbursed for
needed labor by home workingmen
it is stated that this contract was
made without the knowledge of some of
the members of the council who
would have opposed it had they known
thereof

it is a question whether all of the
baud issue is to be sold at the

present timelime or whether three fourths
of the amount would suffice As a
reason for selling all it is urged that
because of the reduced aspesassessment this
year if the sale isin allowed to go over
the full aguot cannot be legally dis-
posed of0 the argument is not correct
but it it were its only force would be
that the city must go into debt merely
because it has the power to do so dowanow
even though the indebtedness entails
upon the taxpayers double or treble
their present burden lorfor the
future for as a matter of fact
altho tigh the assessment has been
reduced a little the rate of tax must be
raised winthis year and if the city bor-
rows all it can taxes must be further
heavily increased for years to come
under the issue of bonds as at present
proposedproponed the interest alone will reach
over or five of the city
revenue the balance remaining is
insufficient to run the city for three
months out of the year the expenses
for the other three fourths of the time
must come from an additional load
upon the taxpayers Is the present
administration ready to assume
the responsibility of throwing thisthin
great burden upon property owners
and to meet the storm that will follow

there is no desire to take a pessimistic
view of the situation but merely to pre-
sent a few cold facts with the reminder

mu fathers that the taxpay-
ers have some rights in the premises
that should be respected some of the
members of the present council labor
earnestly for a judicious handling of
municipal finances it is18 to be hopedhoPed
that a majority will be found in this
position though InAueninfluencesces to secure
an opposite result evidently are at
work


