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tion iz the only proper treatment for
making sewage inoflenaive to the
senses or to bealih. Oxidativn is due
to an orgabized fermeni; that |s, Lo the
work of liviog orgapmisms. These
bacteria find their food in the organic
matter contalpned in sewage. ‘They
multiply in and cowsume it before it
gan putrefy, if it can be submitted Lo
thelr action under favorabvle conditions.

Thie is taken as the key to the whole
aituation. Ibo conformity to this view
jt 1s iald dowu as a first, though diffi-
cult, condition tbat rewage proper
should be Kkept separate from storm
water and the deposita ewept from the
sarface of the streets, This1s o marked
departure from the uzual rule, but is
indioated as essentinl Lo perfect

snocess. With this accomplisbed,
the BEWAREO may be made
completely harmiess by filtering

it throngh successive layers of gravel,
sand and loam; so that not only is
there no annoyance to those living in
the immediate nelghborbhood of the
sawer outlet, but the resulting fuid
drawn oft Irom the hottom of the Hiter
is mg sweet and pure and (ree Irom
living organisms a5 the pest water sup-
ply oan be.

[Ioder the manner of treatment out-
lined & comparativeiy small area of
lapd, of the ptopet kind, wiil take care
of the refuse of a great city, at small
expeuvse and with a perfection of sanl-
tation that no otner known method ap-
proaches. The eystem rejuires that
organic wastes be discharged at the
sew et outlet 1n fresh cundition, hefore
putrefaction bas set in, They are
then conveyed immediately to the
lany selected for sewage disposal. The
liqujd first [ABEEB OVer and through a
mars of broken stone, then over a fan-
shapeda suriace of denser materiul, anu
then through still another earth tlllf_!r.
All this, of course, isin the vpen air,
on & hillleide. The matier is appliey
three times & day, aud then the sull is
allowed to rest two days, fo; the com-
plete oxidation of the organic matter,
‘I'hen It can he used again, and even
improves with age. The tesis mads
showed that four acres is adeguute to
take care nf 200,000 gallons of eewnge &
day, or sufficient tor 1,600to 4,000 popu-
jation,according to the perfectlun of the
arrapgementis. The experimenta in
France, Germany and the United
States uniformly appear to sbow th_at
by tinis method the offensive organic
portion of the Bewage I8 complelely
destroyed. - The resultsof the test and
Jong exnerience in France are thus

stated :

At Gennevilliers, where irrigation and
filtration are combined and swhere the
so1l is gravelly, the sewage ol'.Pans is
made purer than the best drinking water
of that city. Prosperity has been brought
into that district, whicn was originally a
poor one. Land that was formerly of
trifling value now sells at $2,000 or more
per acre, and its rental value has been
quadrupled. The population has in-
creased by one-half, and general pros-
perity has lakeD the piace of compurative
penury, The health of the peopls is
excellent, and even in 1882, wneD there
was a cruel epidemic of typhoid fever in
Paris, there was none here. The general
mortality 0f Gennevilliers in 1865 was
thirty-five per thousand. In 1876 it was
twenty-five, and in 1831 only twenty-
two. Measures have now been taken to
extend the same system over other lands
anfficient ior the purification of Lthe entire

flo w of 1the sewers of Paris, savedar-

ing floods of the Seine, when there is no
objection to its direct diecharge therein.

In view of the fact that land described
89 deslrable for the purpose is ahuo-
dantiy available lo this locality, the
suggestion that the system be carefully
gludied even to the extent of limited
experiment Jdoes not seeth amiss. The
method seems o be as applicable to
gingle houses as to a collection, and its
utilization might lead to the banish-
ment of the dizeace-breeding cesspool
which is 8o prevalent, The system
seems to he thoroughly sclentific, and
follows nature’s own wethod and sug-
zestion in the disposal of waste producte.
Ite utllity appears to be so well estab-
lished as to lead to the conviciion that
it will be the system employed in all
careful work for the future, and that
the problem for disposing of sewage
may be regarded as effectually solved.

THE CITY'S FINANCES.

It Is a matter of congratulation tothe
gity that its credit standa ego high as
indicated by the bids offered for the
new issue of bonds, To pay 8 premium
for the city’s paper under the condi-
tious which exist at present shows

marked confideace om {he part of
capitaliate in the abjlity of the munlei-
pality to meet its obligations as they
full due. In such a situation it should
be the first care of the administration
to see to it that the city’s credit, either
present or prospective, is not subjected
to apy procese of impairment by reason
of extravagauce or 0f unnecessarily
heavy burdene mpon the taxpayers
who ultimaiely have to furnish the
cash,

The majority of the present Clty
Councll were elected ou a reform
platform. The verdict at the polls last
Novemter was notice from the people
that they had had enough of reckless
extravagance And misuse of munie-
ipal funds. The city then had
reached the point of financial gollapse
under the nowers it poseessed, so reljef
was secured by extending its botrowing
capacity; this proceseding being an ex-
bhibition of confidence that the new
admipistration would npot abuse its
truat as the previous one had done and
at the end of it8 term leave the city in
8 hopelessly insclvent condition. At
the same time the sentiment of the
voters was that public improvements
be oarrled oo with roasonable dili-
gence, a8 the gocd of the eitizens might
reqguire,

Liegs than flve months has elapsed
since the new admiunlstration took hold
of aflairs, and Lbhe manper of how
theae are being conducted is begiuning
tv show for itself. The fgures anu
arguments presented in the ity Coun-
cil at last evening?’s aesslon will arouse
in the minds of the taXpayers some
perplexing questions, and if natiera go
oD 38 they are it looks as though prop-
orty owoers will become convinceu
tbat things are hecoming no betier
milgbhty fast. Take for instance the
oily and county builusing. The com-
mittee reports that there might be
made therée a lemporary saving ol
324,000 as to improvements that were
intesded, Tnis means that if the
Counpctl had not sent a special com-
mittee to look into tnis business there
would have been $20,000 spent on that

bullding for which there was no neces-
sity at the present time.

{t 18 urged that to stop work on the
city and county building to save money
woald not be judiciocus in the preseot
gondition of the labor market. That
is true, and it !s equally s fact that
there 13 no necessity for the municipal.
ity plunging deeply in dabt to rush ihe
building to completion ina few months
when it might be conristently extended
over a longer pericd. The same sug-
gestion applies to the rewer work. But
it I8 net Lhe part that gives employ-
ment to loeal workmen that calls for

seTious cbjection. That which
sends the money away when
we need 3t s0 badly at home

je the apecially odious feature. In
the City Council committee report,
the item of $20,000 was slated tn be
only that which would **be sent from
the Territory, witbout any monetaty
bepefit to the people.?” Theo from
the list of other expenses & small one
may be selegted by way of illustraiion
of needless extravagange, That is the
furoifure item., The contract for the
city’s purtion is $28,000, every dollar of
which goesout of the Territory when
there is abdolutely no need of it. One-
tenth ot this sum would have sufficed
for present needs, and the remainder,
with an amount Inrger still from the
county, cou)d bave been disbursed for
needed Jabor by home workingmen.
It is stated that this contract was
made without the knowledgeof some of
the members of the Council, who
would have opposed it had they knowu
thereof.

It is a question whether all of the
$800,000 band issue ie to be sold at the
present time, or whether three.-tourths
of the amount would suffice. As a
reason for selling all it is urged that
because of the reduced asressment this
year if the sale iz allowed togo over
the full amouat cannot be legally dis-
posed of, The argument {8 not correct,
but it it were its only force would be
that tke city must go into debt merely
hecause it has the power to do so now,
even though the Indebtednessk entails
upon the taxpayers douhle or Lrelle

their present burden tor the
future, For, as & matter of fact,
althongh the sesessment has been

reduced a little the rateof tax must be
ralsed this year; and if the city bor-
rows all it can taxes must be further
heavily increaved for years to come,
Under the jaeue of bonds as at present
propnsed the Interest alone will reach
over 3125,000,o0r five-eizhiha of the gity
revenue. The balance remainiog s
insufficient to run the ¢ity «lor three
months out of the yeat. The expenses
for the other three-fourths of the time
must come from aD additioual load
upon the taxpayers. Is the present
administratien ready to  assune
the responsibility of throwlng this
great burden upou property owners
and to meel the storm that will foilow ¢

Thereis no desire totake 8 pessimistic
view of the situation,but merely to pre-
sent & (ew cold facts, with the reminder
tothe municipal fathers that the taxpay-
ers have some rights in the premises
tbat should he respected. Home of the
members of the prepent Councli labor
earnestly for a judicious handling of
municlpal Anances. It is o be hoped
that 8 majority will be found in thls
position, though influences to secure
ull oppoegite result evidently are at
work,



