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and blumer proposed that they
should rob houseshoupes for money food
and clothing hutbut the other
enthis differdifferenceeDee of opinion was the
commencement of a serious quarrel
which finally resulted in ther cap-
turetu re

wilson and blumer made mid-
night raids on summer kitchenekitch and
then commenced to rob clothing
stores of wearing apparel especially
underwear of which they at first
stood in great need kohler discour-
aged the men from these robberies
which created great excitement in
the townetown andami finally became so dis-
gusted with his companions that he
took the money he had earned to a
dramdrain shop and became drunk VVwhilehile
in this condition he attempted tolo
garrote a leading citizen and was ar-
rested when the chief of police
searched him he found on hisbis per-
son two photographs of himself in
convict garb as well as discharge
papers from the regular army and
a copy of a san Francifranciscosect paper
containing an account of the escape
at the folsom prison when asked
where he obtained the newspaper
kohler said he found it in a nevada

after reading the de-
scription of the men in the news-
paper the chief of police and posse
arrested the other three convicts
flodinfindingg them asleep in a haystackk
near tileme outskirts of the city

the four prisoners were returned
to folsom a few days ago the
warden had offered a reward of

for the capture of each man
and the chief of police of ogden
was paid the reward offered the
convicts are ill and amael cited from
their terrible experiences while
making their escape san Frano isoo
chronicle

THE AMERICAN FAGIN

speaking of criminals says de-
tective carter in response to a sug-
gestion made by a washington star
reporter there is one of the light
fingered gentry who has figured in
more than oneode criminal mecase in this
city he has spent almost a life-
time in the business of teaching boys
from 11 to 15 years old how to oper-
ate as burglars his mode of oper-
ations is nothing new although hebe
is generally pretty successful in
makingn9 good hauls most of his
criminal181 operations are conducted
during the winter months when
thieves generally find it better to
to work or are compelled to do it as
a matter of necessity this man is
now nearing 50 years old but he

older
his racket is to teach the boys

at first to rob the hallways and par-
lors they seldom venture farther
into a dwelling house for this work
small boys are needed because the
transom is used in case the front
door is found locked and if the
boy is too large he can it manage to
squeeze through the transom

the old criminal seldom goes
nearer to the house than across the
street for if anybody gets caught it
must be one of the boys for it woutwont
go so hard with him of course
the trainer selects the housebouse to be
robbed and explains to the boys

how to operate and occasionoccasionallyallf if
itabsolutelyitisIs necessnecessaryiry he will go
as far as the door to lend a helping
hand the boys are told what to
do if they should get caught and
above all things they are instructed
not to coconverseiverse with the officer or
tell him howhovi they fell from grace
or who their companions are he
always remains at a safe distance
so that should a copper arrive he
can walk away and escape detec-
tion

the first appearanceof this crim-
inal in the courts continued the
detective was about the year 1870
when he appeared before judge olin
on eight charges of burglary the
usebaold jailiI1 in the city hall was then
used 1ass the place of confinement of
prisoners and he occupied a cell in
that prison he was arraigned tried
and convicted then he was sent
back to jail to await the imposition
of sentence

one morning his case was called
for sentence and in care of a jail
guard he was walked across the
square and required to face the
judge the usual questions were
asked the prisoner and he was com-
manded to stand up and receive the
sentence of the court

judge olin delivered to the con-
victed burglar a severe lecture as to
the enormity of his crime and gave
him the usual good advice as to
what ligelife he had better lead in the
future then in due form of law
the jugde passed sentence which
was eleven years at hard labor I1ina
the penitentiary the prisoner
gave a laugh almost as long as the
sentence imposed and the said
you old I1 can stand on my

head that long at the same titimerrie
hebe made a motion as though to draw
a weapon of some sort to i inflict
bodily I1injurydj ury upon the court hutbut no
one imagined for a moment that he
had a weapon about him in that
however they were mistaken for
when setresearchedhed a large part of a
brick was found concealed about
him and it was evident that he in
tended striking the judge with itil
where he got theche brick from couldcoulI1
not be ascertained but it was
thought hebe picked it up while walk
ika across the lot

his long sentence did not have
the effect of reforming him and he
returned probably a more hardened
criminal than when hebe was sent
away instead of leading a differ-
ent life he fellfelI1 hack I1inn the old track
and begun operations anew how
many places liehe lias really robbed
will probably never be known thephe
next burglary in which he figured
was done with the assistance of
boys and he escaped the peni-
tentiarytent iary in a remarkable manner
this was so far aas known his be-
ginning in the line of training boys
he selected asaa the place to rotrob a file
factory in the first ward he got
together his little mob of boys and
succeededsucceedeI in having them carry out
the plans which he laid for them
about 40 worth of the files were
stolen and I1 arrested himbim soon
afterward

he took the stolen files to a
saloon and in the rear room there
was holebole in the wall in this hebe
placed the files and covered them

with auan ordinary piece of wall pa-
per

pa-
lter during the day lie went out
and sold the files and was so en-
gaged when I1 arrested him the
case was brought to trial and his
connection with the burglary was
not disputed but as he had remained
so far away from thehe scene of the
robbery he got off and wws8 again
set libertyat

it was only a question of time
before hebe would again get caught
continued the detective sure
enough he again fell into our handano one ever knew him to do the
work himself because he always
found boys to do it for him there
was one thing about him that was
always sure to give him away just
prior to his engagement with his
young pupils he invariably canacame
around police headquarters and
would spend hours either about the
corner or on oneone of the settees in the
park opposite to throw off suspicion
but it had the opposite effect for
when he appeared the officers
watched him more closely at
other times

well he came around and by
and by there was another robbery
the circumstances of which indi-
cated that the burglar and hisbis boys
had again been at work investi-
gation of the case proved that they
had but it was another set of boys
it was the robbery of a showcase
the case was in front of a store and
it was carried by his boys to an
alley where pistols knives and other
articles were taken from it the
case was there abandoned and tlclifee
plunder was cat ried to the smith

ground where the old birta
got hisbis share of it his next appear-
ance with the boys was at a hard-
ware store in south washington
there the plans were again made by
the tutor and carried into effect
by those under his instruc-
tions the door was fastenfasterieTTe M
with a heavy padlock and theyoung burglars were not strong
enough to break the hasp from
over the staple and their teacher
found it necessary to run across thestreet from where he was stationed
to assist them the hasp being
once broken he returned to his posi-
tion to watch for the appearance of
anyone who might disturb their
work the boys five in number
entered and while in there two
policemenoll cemen stepped in front of the
door they did not remain long
however and soon moved away so
that the work of securing what
plunder they could was not long
delayed acting under instructions
the boysboya gathered together all the
easecase goods such as penknivespeuknives ra-
zors and pistols they went across
the street and put up the plunder inilk
five bundles each one taking a bun-
dle to carry away in all there was e
nearly worth of goods taken

the halfbalf dozen daring burglars
separated and later in the night
they met at a colored cook shop not t
far from the capitol lodgings
were secured for the party and the j
next morningmorning some of them started
out to dispose of the plunder

by the merest accident my part
raerner the late detective cox and
myself learned of the presence of
the crowd at the cook shop and VO


