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the elders of israel or of the church

of jesus christ are called to labor for
the welfare of the children of men
their mission lais to do good in the
world to impart the knowledge they
have through the testimony of the
holy spirit to those who are not
acquainted with this work and to
strengthen those who have not received
the testimony which the elders have
it is the duty of every elder every
man having the holy priesthood to
learn to understand the doc-
trines of the gospel and to seek to
know whether they be of god or of
man it is necessary for men who
are called to preach the gospel of
christ to be able to bear tebtestimony that
it isia the word of god

we differ from mostmoet of the denomina-
tions of the world in this respect that
they do not make the same claims as
we do they teach what they have
learnt from books in their colleges and
seminaries they preach because they
have been so taught in their schools
the elders of israel are not as a rule
college men they are notnoi educated
torfor the purpose of preaching the gos-
pel they have hadbad no course of
training to qualify them to become
ministers otof the gospel to the world
but they are called from their dallydaily
avocationsavocation of life some being youths
or almost children without any pre-
vious preparation they are sent forth
to testify to all men concerning the
knowledge they have and they go out
entirely dependent on the lord theyrhey
cannot rely on their previous training
or on their own knowledge their own
wisdom and understanding because
they have received no preparation as
the world takes it they rely on the
guidance of the almighty to expound

k and declare the plan of salvation
y mankind is to receive life

eternaleterna
the question has been asked
how lsis it possible to teach

anybody the way of life without hav-
ing

bav-
ing had any training for this purpose

true when we look at it from the
standpoint of the world it is an almost
impossible task yet when we con
template the instructions which were
given by our lord and master jesus
christ to his disciples we can per-
ceive its consistency and the reasons
for it the lord told his disciples to
go out and preach the gospel and

freely ye have received freely give ly

they were called to this great work in
order that the lord might thereby
prove the world

but says some the apostles
had had a long experience
a long training during the time they
were with christychrist they were educated

i by him and were well prepared for
their great work yes it is true that
they had followed jesus while he was
with them and had entirely relied on
him but strange as it may seem to
some of us they had been walking
with their great teacher without hav-
ing received any special inspiration
for the work which they were after-
wards sent to performperrorm so little
the apostles prepared for their great
mission that they when christ was
crucified began to murmur amonio
themselves they hadbad hoped that he
was the one who should redeem israel
but gowhe was dead and laid away in
the grave antand they thought they could
do nothing better than take up their

former occupations had nothnothingI1 ng else
transpired than the death of christ ou
the cross he would soon have been
forforgottengotter his very name might have
slept for ever in the farasfar as they
were concerned for they were so
little prepared had so little wisdom
with regard to the great work to be
done by theRedeemer or his mission
on the earth they understood so little
of the principles of the gospel that
when he was out of sight they ceased
to labor in the work Is this
not according to the history when
christ after his resurrection met the
two disciples on the road to ikiemmausninaus
he found them full of grief and sorrow
and doubt concerning the things that
had transpired so ignorant were
they can we not easily perceive that
with all their training they were en-
tirely unprepared for the work they
had to do

if we read the scriptures we can
easily see that the training which the
apostles had while walking with
christ was by no means complete
something more waswaa needed wbwhy
peter one of the chief apostles when
the master was a prisoner denied him
repeatedly this was the disciple
who previously had testified thit he
knowknew jesus was the christ the son of
the living god and yet in the hour
of temptation he denteddenied christ dfde
nieddied that he knew him and added a
curse thereto waswaa he in the condition
to go forth and preach the gospel of
christ was there any of the apostles
better qualified no not one with
all the training some think they had
they had not been qualified to be the
messmessengersengere of god to the world

the fact is that while they were
walking with christ they walked by
sight and not by faith jesus was with
them and they walked by his light
and administered by his authority
but when he was gone the light was
gone too and they were left in the
dark like the rest of mankind they
were almost without knowledge had
the religion of christ ended with his
death the world would not have been
better off than it was before he came
the speaker wished to impress on hisbis
hearersbearers the fact that at the death of
christ the great work of salvation had
just begun only the foundation had
been laid the word jesus had
preached the organization he had
effected with apostles prophets
etc were only preparations for the
power that was to come afterwards it
was the body but it was lifeless un-
til that came which was necessary to
briahbrin it to life

christchristsIs mission therefore had only
commenced at the timelime of his death
the living power was yet to come
what was it the savior was pre-
pared to lay down his life as a sacri-
fice but what more was necessary
one part of the great work had been
accomplished the bodily part of it
but the spiritual remained and that
waswaa the resurrection from the dead
this had to be added to it christ
had to break the bonds of the
tomb and give liberty to the cap-
tives this was to be accomplished
by the resurrection which may there-
fore be said to be greater and more
important than the death if we can
speak of any difference as to impor-
tance between the two events both
are necessary christ had to die in or

der to rise but if he died only ifhis death as some teach were the allimportant event then we would havebeen where we Wweree r6 beabeforeore Heliaisileatheath would have been of oo00 more useto0 us than the death of any other manmajulbut he came with power in HIMhemeltAM 0to rise again a power which no manmallever has except christ bestowsbestons it onhim he had power to laylav downhis life and to take it again bossno mancould take it but he itagavethat he might open the way far thechildren of men to life and immortalsimty that he should remove the curseof death from all flesh no winwillonesuffer for the transgression of our firstparents but every one hasbag been placedon his own free agency by his deathchrist atoned for the sin of adam andwe have all been released from aboconsequences of it nodo matter whetherwe believe or not whether we bechristian or paga white red orotablack all have been
by the death of christ

redeemed
butBul we

so
mua

faeha A

also be redeemed from the
ces of our transgressions while weare not held responsible for the sin of Aadam we are ecertainlye rtanI1 ay rresponsibleespone ibfor our own hence christatoned for the transgression not only

of firstpareDparentstg but he also prepared the
our

for us that we waymay be free from
way
ourowa personal sins and

and placed inain a position todoto do good butbuasan sure as god lives we hlwill bbe heldresponsible for our own atsacts
when christ tore the bonds of thegrave conquered death and rose fronkfroni smortality to immortality he broughtliftlife to every human creature all wallasibe resurrected noDO matter whathave done while theyliving on the earththe disciplesdi did not understandthis principle more than humanburnss

mind is needed to Conacomprehend ttitit cannot be understood ex-cept through inspiration from ofthigh but when christ had risen hoheappeared to his disciples and then thegreat truth he had taught themhem beganto dawn on their inmindsin d a they sawvhim and were filled with joyoy thomastaomasone of the twelve was not with themwhen the risen savior first appearedappealed
and he expressed his doubt he saidhe would not believe unless he couldplace his hand in the wounded sidewhen jesus came again thomas waswthere aud jesus permitted him to doas he had desired wherewhereupon thedoubting disciple erclaexclaimedkilled urnf myyi lor-and my god yiy I then he kneshknew alftmaster and waswag prepared for the fa-
st

in-
structionst which followed blessed SMUthey that have not seenbeen and yet hawhavbelieved I1

readingbeading the scripturesscripture we findfinitefurther that jesus laid his bands onoa
the disciples and breathed on them
and said receive ye theme holyghost ay this was another great
principle it waswag the key to knowledgknowledge
and understanding but their minds
were not fully prepared until they hadbad
been endowed with power from on
high for the lord told them to
tarry in jerusalem until thus en-
dowed and the holy ghost came upon
them as tongues of fire then their
minds were opened that they could seeam
christ as the savior of the world not
until this event had transpired
were they qualified to preach theth
gospel of the son of god
though they had walked with christ


