550

The Elders of lsraei, or of the Church

of Jesus Christ, are cailed to labor for
the welfare of the children of men.
Their mission I8 to de good in the
world, to impart the knowledge they
have, through the testimony of the
Holy Spirii, to those who are not
acquainted with this work, and to
strengihen those who have not recel ved
the tesiimony which the Elders have,
It is the duty of every Elder, every

lenrn  to understand the doc-
trines of the Gospel and to seek to
know whether they be of (fod or of
man. It is necessary for men who
are e¢alled to preach the Gospel of
Christ to be able to bear testimony thut
it is the word of God.

We difter from moet of tie denomina-
tions of the world in this respeci, that
they do not mnke the same claims as
we do. They teach what they have
learnl from books in their colleges and
seminnries; they preach because they
have been so taught in their schools.
The Elders of Isrnel are not, na a rule,
college men. They are not educated
for the purpose of preaching the Gos-
pel. They have had no course of
training to qualify them to become
ministers ot the Gospel to the world.
But they are called from their dally
avocations of life, some being youthe
or nlmest ¢hildren. Without any pre-
vious preparation, they are eent forth
to testify to ]l men concerning the
knowledge they have, and they go out
entirely dependent on the Liord. They
cannot rely on their previous traiuing,
or on their own knowledge, their own
wiedom and understanding, because
they have received no preparalion, as
the world tnkes it. They reiy on the
guidance of the Almighty to expound
and dJdeclare the plan of salvation,
wherel y mankind 1s to receive life
eternal,

The question has béen nsked,
“How Is 1t possible tuo teach
anybody the way of life, wicthout hav-
tag had any tralnlng for this purpose???
" True, wheo we look &t it from the
stand point of the world, it is an almost
impossible iask. Yet, when we con-
template the instructions which were
glven by our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ to Hie disciples we can per-
celve it consistency and the reasons
for it. The Lord told his disciples to
goout and preach lhe QGospel and,
“Freely ye have received: freely give,’
They were called to this great work in
order that the Lord might thereby
prove the world.

But, saye some, the Apostles
had had =& long experience,
a long training during the time they
were with Christ they were educated
by Him snd were well prepared for
thelr great work. Yes, it is true that
they had followed Jesus while He wun
with them, and bad entirely relied on
Him, but, strange as it may seem to
some of us, they hud been walking
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former occupatione. Had nothing else
transpired, than the death of Christ ou
the cross, He would soon have heen
forgotter; His very name might have
slept for ever in the tomb,ns faras they
were concerned. For they were 8o
little prepared, had ro little wiedom

' with regard to the great work to be
' done by the-Redeemer, or His mission

on the earth} they understood so little
rineiples of the QGospel, that
e was out of sight, they ceased
to labor in the work. 1is thie
not according to the history? When
Christ, nfter His resurrection, met the
two disciples on the road to Emmaus,
He found them fnll of grief and sorrow
and doubt concerning the things that
had trapspired. Bo ignorant were
they, Can we not easily perceive that
with all their trainjug, they were en-
tirely unprepnared for the work they
had to do?

If we rend the Scriptures, we can
ensily eee that the training which the
Apostles had while walking with
Christ was by no menns complete.
Something more was needed, Why,
Peter, one of the chief A postles, when
the Master wae a prisoner, denied Him
repeatedly. This wae the disciple
who previously had testified that he
kpew Jusus waathe Christ, the Bon of
the living God. And yet, in the hour
of temptation, be dewied Christ, de-~
nied that he knew Him, and adued n
curse thereto. Was he in the condition
to go forth and preaeh the Gospel of
Christ? Was there any of the A postles
better qualified? No, not one. With

all the training soine think they had,”

they had not been qualified to be the
messengers of God to the world.

The fact ia, that while they were
waluing with Christ, they walked by
sight and not by faith. Jesus was with
them, nnd they walked by His light
and administered hy His authority.
But when He waa gone, the light was
gone too, and they were left in the
dark like therest of mankind. They
were nlmost withuut knowledge. Had
the religlion of Christ ended with His
death, the world would not have been
better oft than it was before He came.
The speaker wished to impress on his
hearers the fact, that at the death of
Christ, the great work of salvation had
just begup. Only the foundation hsd
been laid. The word Jesus had
preached, the organization He had
effected with Apostles, Prophets,
etc,, were only preparations for the
power that was to come afterwards. It
was the hody. But it wes litelese un-
til that came, which was necessary to
bring it to life.

Chriet’s missiun therefore, had only
commenced, at Lthe time of Hls death.
The living power was yet to come.
What wae i1? The Bavior was pre-
pared to Iny down Hie life as a sacri-
fice but what more was npDecessary?
One part of the preat work had been
sccomplished—the ¢‘bodily part” of iy

with their great Teacher withcut hav- |[but the spiritusl remained, and that
ing received any specinl lnepiration | way the resurrection from the dead.

for the work which they were, after-| This had to be added toit.
had

wards, sent to perform, So little were
the Apostles prepared for their great

mission, that they, when Christ was |Lives,

crucified, began to murmur amogg
themselves. They had hoped that He
wasthe one who should redeem Iernel;
but now,He was dead and lnid away in
the grave, an they thought they could
do nothing better than take up their

Christ
to break the bonde of the
tomb and glve liberty to the coap-
This was to be accomplished
by the resurrection which may, there-
fore, be maid to be greater and more
important than the death, if we can
speak of any difference as to Impor-
tance bet ween the two events. Eoth
are necepsary. Christ had to die in or-

i by the deeth of Christ

der to riee. Butif He g o

His death, as some teach, wleelga (:ll:c?xilif
important event, then wy would have
been where we were hefore His
death would hnve been of yg more u

to us than the death or any ut.hermm'?l‘3
But He came with power jp Himeelf
to rise agRin, n power whigh n;:- mAan
ever has, except Chrlst bestows it on
bim. He had power tg lay down
His life and to take it ag\ain. O A
could take it, but Hg gave it
that he might open the way far the
children of men to life ang immortali-
ty; that He should remove the curse
of death from all fleph. No one will
suffer for Lthe transgression of our firet
parents, but every one hgg been placed
on his own free agency, By His death
Chirist atoned for the sig uf Adam ci
we have all been feleased from r;?le
consequences of i, no matter whether
we belleve or not, Whether we he
Christisn o pagar; white red or
black; all have been ret!een;ed, so fnr,
also be redeemed from tbeB::,;;: nj: DE
ces of our transgressions, Whii(t wl']a
are not held responsible for the sin of
Adam, wo are certainly responsible
for our own. Henee, Chrigt pot onl

atoned for the transgression of our ﬁrs{
parents, but He also prepared the wa

for us, that we may he free from ouyr
own persenal sins and tranegressions
and placed in a position to Jo good. But
ag sure a8 God lives, we wi]] be held
reapunsible for our own gty 3

When Christ tore the
grave, conquered death, ar?&?-g:eog'rtﬂri
mortality to Immortality, He brought
life to every human creature, All will
be rerurteeted, no matter what they
have done while liviuy on the earth
The disciples dld pgt understand
this prioeiple. More than human
mind is needed tgo comprehend it.
It canpot  be understooy  ex-
cept through inmpiration from on
high. But when Christ had risen He
appeared to Hie disciples, and then the
great truth He had taught them began
to dawn on their mingg, They saw
Him aod were filled with joy. Thomnas
one of the Twelve, wag pot with them
when the risen Savior first appenred
and he expresfed his doupt. L}ie sald’
he would not belleve unless he could
lace bhle hand in the wounded side.
hen Jesus came again Thomas was
there, aad Jesus permitted him to do
as he had desired, whereupon the
doubting disciple exclaimed <My Lord
and my God.” Then he kpew bis
Master, and was prepared for the in-
structiom which fo“owed: ‘‘Blersed nre

they that have not
belleved.’* Been and yet have

Readlng the 8eriptures we find
further, that Jesus )aid Hig hands on
the disciples and breathed on them
any eaid, ¢ €ive ye the Hnaly
Ghoat',” Thie wae ‘another great
principle. It was thekey to knowledge
and understauding. But thelr minﬁs
were not fully prepared until they had
beev endowed with power from on
bigh. For the Lord told them to
terry in Jerusalem unti] thus eo-
dowed, and the Holy Ghost eame upon
them as tongues of fire, Then their
minds were opened that they could see
Christ 88 the Bavior of the world, Not
until this event had trapepired
were they qualified to preach Lhe
Gospel of the Son of God,
though they had walked with Christ



