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UNJUST, UNCONSTITUTIONAL
AND: UNRIGHTEOUS.

THE dismissal of the case a.gs:inst
several gentlemen well known in
this community, particulars of which

|

will be found in our local columns, |

was, under the circumstances, most
unjust and unfair towards the ac-
cused. Constitutionally they were
entitled to a 'speedy and impartial

justification in thi® we must confess

trial. This has been gdenied them.
They have not only been grefused
a speedy trial, but have been  de-
prived of any trial at all. The wrong
thus inflicted upon them is made
more apparent by the opposite course

pursued, only a few days ago, in a
gimilar case—the Potter affair, when
a trial was had and a verdict of ac-
quittal rendered.

" For many years there have been
various attempts made to fasten the
crime of murder upon some promi-
nent ‘“Mormon,” often without the
least shadow of foundation for the
charge. The case just dismissed
is one of them. More than eleven
years ago Dr. Robinson was lured
from his home in the night, on the
pretense that he was wanted for
gsome sick person, and was murdered
in the street. 1t suited the pur

ex  and anxiety as they have
num without just cause during
the past two years. If there
is an fairness, reason or

that we fail to see it. Nor do we
believe for a moment that if the ac-
cused had not been known as mem-
bers of the “Mormon”™ Church such
a course would have been pursued
against them, so contrary to sense,
consistency, the usage in other sim- |
ila.rhfsges, and simple constitutional
rig

We believe we express the con-
viction of the people of Utah when
we say that no shadow of crime
really rests upon the gentlemen who
have thus been persecuted. They
are free from suspicion in the minds
of their friends and co-religionists.
They need not think that anyona
whose esteem is valuable will ima-
gine them guilty of the foul deed
imputed to them. And there is far
more reason fto think that Dr.
Robinson met his death at
the hand of a murderous enemy
of his own party than that
he was slain by any one connected
with a Church, one of whose com-
mandments declares ‘“thou shalt not
kill,” and one of whose prominent
tenets is, that a murderer hath not

reference to

could be had. By
of the old

the first section
Act it wil be seen that
actual residence was a requisite be-
fore the decree could be issued. That
is, the complainant might file her pe-
tition for a divorce before coming into
the Territory, but must be an actual
resident previous te receiving the
decree.

It is well known that many di-
vorces were granted under that law
in which parties evaded its full pro-
visions, and thus brought the sys-

tem into reprobation. 1t is clearly|qgp PESERET UNIVERSITY.

wrong to grant divorces when nei-
ther of the to the suit are res-
idents of the Territory or State in
whieh the decree is given.
Courts in various States have pro-
nounced some of the decrees issued
by our Courts here void and of no
effect. The consequences to the par-
ties in many instances are very seri-
ous. Some have married again since
obtaining the decree, and have thus
subjected themselves to prosecution
for bigamy
States where such marriages have
been contracted.

Now, there is no doubt that some
of these persons richly deserve all
the trouble and punishment they

efernal life abiding in him and shall

or the world to come.

|
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PLAINLY PUT.

THE following letter from ladies re-
siding at Beaver has been placed at

of certain individuals to attribute
the crime to ‘“Mormon” influence,
o1 the hypothesis that the Doctor
had made himself obnoxious to the
city authorities by an attempt to
jump some of their land in the
neighborhood of the Hot Springs.
This was the only reason—if such it
can be called—that was offered for
such a conclusion. r
When a hne-and-ery is raised
against an unpcuﬁular person or soci-
ety, villians without conscience are
not wanting to aid in the uproar or
Jjend themselves as willing tools to
“the instigators of the attack. So the
accusers of the “Mormon” people
soon found <worthless informers

our disposal, and we give space to it
because it is so true and pointed

have rea as the fruit of their de-

not have forgiveness in this world | céptive acts. But there are others |

who in good faith have carried out
the provisions of the Utah statute
under which they obtained divorce,
both in its letter and spirit, and in
consequence of the rulings of com-
petent courts in other cases, they
are placed in a position of painful
doubt and uncertainty as to the va-

lidity of their divorces, and also the

'So the [€Xpressed a desire to see the Uni-

under the laws of the | P

paper, last evening, it becomes ne.
cessary to inform the publie that we

have learned upon inquiry that the
Farmer is not published the au-
thority, nor under the auspices, nor
with the sanction of the Church in
any way whatever. No name of
editor ap on its pages, and lest
it might be inferred that it is pub-
published with the approbation of
the Church, we make this brief ex-
planation. |

|

|

<y > P

MANY of our influential citizens have

versity, which has been established
under the patronage of the Territo-

basis. At present the building used
by the University is a rented struc-
ture not altogether suitable either in
construction or location for the pur-
ses of the college. The institution
should have a buildin
grounds of its own, and be improved
s0 as to be fully worthy of the name

erected on |

sponse at the present time.
-

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE
DESERET NEWS.

WE will be ‘much obliged to those

who have any communications to
make to the DESErer NEWS, if they

will hereafter address all correspond-
ence or other articles for publication
to the Editors, and all busjness com-
munications to the Business De-
partment. By simply writing. “Bus-
mess” on envelopes addressed to this
office, the distinction will be drawn
and much benefit will result to both
departments.

)

WHO IS GOVERNOR?

ry, placed upon a more satisfactory QuiTE a discussion has arisen as to

the right of Governor Emery to act
in his office until the new appoin-
tee arrives and assumes the func-
tions of Governor. Itis claimed by
some that under section 1769 of the
Revised Statutes of the United

it bears, and occupy a position of
which the friends of education in
trhlii;_ ;I‘herritory might be proud.

¢

without erippling the resources of
the Territory, several well known
gentlemen of m we believe,

institution. This is a subject worthy
the attention of our law-makers,
and we hope they will accord to it

States, “Emery is out.” Here 'is
the section:

“The President is authorized to

Legislative Assembly would | fij] alt vacancies which may hay
be liberal towards the University dur?n 0 g Moo i e

g the recess of the Senate by

reason of death or rﬂsﬂignat-iﬂn,; or ex-
piration of term of office, by grant-
ing commissions which shall expire

would follow the example of the|at the end of their next session
Legislature and donate in aid of the | {};ereafter.

And if no appointment,
by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, is made to an office so
vacant or temporarily filled during

the consideration it deserves.

legality of marriages consequent on
such divorces.

that we think no one can reasonably
object to its statements and gsen-
timents:

BEAVER, Feb. 5, 1880,

Hon. J. R. Murdock,
Salt Lake City.

Dear Brother.—~Your favor of the
26th is received. Had wé known
that the lad’es of Salt Lake were go-
ing to send in a petition, we would
have endeavored to get ours in ear-
liery; but we hoped ours would cause
the subject to be again agitated. We
do not J,mk upon this question as a

The bill introduced, but which
naturally excites some suspicion
because of the bad odor of “patent
divorces,” merely provides the
means whereby such persons
come into court and have the valid-
ity or invalidity of their divorces
established by judicial decision. Such
persons before entering complaint
must have been continuously for
one year next prior to the filing
a bona [fide resident of the
Territory. The defendant to the
suit must Pe served with process as
provided by law in original divorce

enough to suit their purpose and say
‘sufficient te induce grand juries to
frame indictments, under strong
pressure from Irosecuting Attor-
neys and missjon Judges. Several
indictments have been found under
just such influence in this Territory
without any substantial evidence
against the accused. This has been
demonstrated when the
been brought to trial. - Of suspicion
there was plenty; of desire on the
part of the prosecution to convict
there was an abundance; of animus
against the defendants by witnesses
anxious to condemn there was suf-
ficient to disgust all fair beholders;
‘but of evidence not a scrap, nor a
shred,nor a shadow.
Yet.the charges

years and they have been put to ex-
_pense and trouble, and su
lt)ge suspense and anxiety conse-
?ﬁnu;}t upon such charges, with

e suspicion of persons not informed
as to the facts as an additional
Source of annoyance and pain, In
many of these cases a trial has
“proven to the satisfaction of all un-
prejudiced .
founded in ice and spleen, and
supported by bigotry and a desire to
defame honest men because the

ies have |

have been held |,
. over the heads of innocent men for the

jected 10| wil]l get g little of the influence and

hika to give u

Imla that they were |

Y | to the Governor than to our breth-

belonged  to an unpopular Church
and creed. _
.., The Robinson case is one of this
- class, . We elaim that the indict-
- ments found against .the accused
were based upon insubstantial and
- worthless premises; that. the
cution would mot proceed to trial

Prose- | Fliza Lee, M. A..

~ because there was no earth-
. 1y chance of conviction; and that
¢ they would not taBermit a trial be-
“reause an uittal would be certain
.-and a. number of honorable “Mor-
- mons”  would be set free from.a
shameful burden imposed upon
+ ‘them without sense or reason.
-~ The only plea offered in this case
- against’ giving the accused a trial
was the bare possibility that some
~evidence might hereafter be found
against them. It was admitted that
no evidence was at hand.  After all
“the hubbub, hunting, detective
~work and alleged “confessions and
-disclosures,” through a period of
many years, not a jot or tittle of real
evidence against the defendants
could be obtained. Yet, instead of
allowing them to come into court
and prove their innocence, the case

js digmigsed, no trial is permitted,

. —
e !

1

social one, but simply political—one
of equal rights between citizens of
equal ability and intelleet; conse-
quently we do not regard the legis-
lators as un t, but decidedly il-
liberal, How faithfully have the
ladies of Utah stood by the brethren
for the past ten years in exercising
the right to vote. ;

How often have the thinking and
substantial ladies of Beaver walked
the streets, in storm and sunshine,
to use their influence with the care-
less add unthinking, and urge them
to vote the right ticket, How often
woulld the brethren have been de-
feated at the elections in Beaver,
without the ladies’ gssistance? After
10 years of faithful labor can you
trust us still further? We think |
refusal proceeds from fear and
selfishness, Fear that the ladies

pularity which is their right; self-
}ﬁmms, because the gentlemen dis-
any of the emolu- |
ments of officee. We think the
legislators would pass the bill if they
were sure of the Governor’s veto, in
order to make themselves popular
with the lJadies; but we think they

are afraid he would sign it. Atany{|P

rate we would rather owe our defeat

ren.
With much esteem we subscribe
ourselves, -
Yours truly,
E. A. Farnsworth, S. A. Shep-
herd, Ellen Coombs, L. B. Pratt,
Aﬁ:hwurth, Ida F.

Y
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suits. If the former suit was brought
in the IProbate Court the new case
may be brought in t Probate
Court, but if in a Distriet Court
then in a District Court. The Court
is also authorized to pronounce on
the legality of a marriage which has
been the consequence of the divorce

| sought to be validated, but not on

any other kind of marriage.
areful examination of the bill
discloses no such cause for suspicion

|as some entertain. It is carefully
possible |

%'uarded and only makes it
or a person having in good faith

rocured a divorce under the old

w, fully complying with its pro-
visions, to have his divorce tested
and pronounced upon by a Court
having jurisdiction.

The benefit of this will be that
having the decree pronounced valid
(if such it proves on judicial examin-
ation of all the facts and circum-
stances) in the courts of Utah, it
will be held as valid in other parts

provision that “Full faith and credit
shall be given in each State to the
publie acts, records and judicial pro-
ceedings of every other State.” This
rovision of Article 1V. Section 1 of
the Constitution has been applied
by the Supreme Court of the United
States to gecrees of divorce, the va-
lidity of which has been passed upon
by a court having jurisdiction.

As the case now stands such per-
sons as are placed in doubt by the
decisions ufp courts in other cases—
which have the effect of precedent
and give rise to the idea that al

Hunt, Emma Lee.
' - =

“THE VALIDITY OF
VORCES.”

A BILL was introduced in the House
at an early day of the present ses-
sion, for the purpose of providing
means whereby the wvalidity of di-
vorces decreed under the old law of
this Territory, now repealed, can be
ascertained and established or dis-
proven. As there seems to be some
misunderstanding of its object and
provisions, we will here briefly ex-
plain them, and also the necessity
for some measure of this kind.'

The old law provided that a person
seeking a divopce must either be a|

T

DI-.

Utah divorces are void—have no
way of proving whether their di-
vorces are valid or invalid. This
bill provides the manner in which
their position can be determined. It
appears to us that it can do no harm
to any one, and that it opens the
way by which alone justice can be
done to parties who have acted hon-
estly under a law now repealed, but

which was on our statute books for |

twenty-six years.

The bill is under the consideration
of the proper committee, who will
doubtless examine and take such
action upon it as their judgment
may dictate. We do not refer to
the subject for the purpose of influ-
encing them in any way, but mere-
ly to explain a° matter wupon
which there has been some mis-
understandin
tion.

————

of the Union, on the constitutional | Comstock mining
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IRISH DISTRESS.
THE New York Herald, a represen-

benefit humanity and some out of an
improper anxiety to make itself no-

household word in the family of
every Irishman in the United States

has taken in soliciting and handling
donations for the relief of the suffer-
ing poor in Erin. Mr. Parnell, a

| Parliament, came to this country
some weeks ago to advocate his

ideas and arouse American sympa-
thy in behalf of his plans. He soon
quarreled with the ZHerald, which

poor and insisted that in the
| distressing condition of the island,
the lLand Agitation should ,be al-
lowed to slumber for the time being
and that all the energies of Irishmen
and Irish sympathizers should be
directed toward furnishing supplies
to the starving people. Our dis-
patches from time to time have
contained accounts of what has been
done by the benevolent of the
United States in this matter. The
Herald itself, as an indication of
its sincerity and friendly feel-
ing, donated the munificent |
sum of $100,000; John Mackay, of
fame, gave $10,- |
000; and tlemen of wealth and
benevolence, as well as newspapers
and business establishments of all
kinds, have sent liberally for the re-
lief of the sufferers. Checks from all |
parts of the country have flowed in-
to the Herald fund, which has swel-
led to a large amount, and which
will, when properly distributed, |
gladden and make thankful many a
poor Irish heart. A proposition is
now made to o ize a committee
to receive clothing, ete., the free
transportation of which to Ireland
has n guaranteed. Mr. Dion
Boucicault, of New York, an Irish
actor of fine attainments, and a
{)laywright of great fame, suggests
hat theatrica rformances be
given throughout the country on the
Irish national holiday, St. Patrick’s
day (the 17th of March), the pro-
ceeds of which shall be devoted to
the relief of the sufferers. The pro-
position is meeting with much en-
couragement, and we read that in
various places it is decided that the
customary ion on that day|
ghall give place to these benefit per-
formances. - The mind of the pub-
lic is thoroughly awakened to the
needs and distress of our fellow-
creatures across the sea, and minis-
ters, editors, lecturers and gentle-
men of leisure, are interesting
themselves in the movement.

g and misrepresenta~ I

America’s reputation for liberality

and Great Britain, by the interest if |

Home Rule leader in the British |

warmly espoused the cause of the ap

and the expression of substantial

such next session of the Senate, the
office shall remain in abeyance with-
out any salary, fees or emoluments
attached thereto, until it is filled b
appointment thereto, by and wi
the advice and consent of the Sen-

tative American newspaper, which [ate; and during such time all the
does some thingg out of a desire to | powers and duties belungin to such

office shall be exercised by such
other officer as may by law exercise
such powers and duties in case of a

torious, has of late made its name a | vacancy to such office.”

Careful reading. of this quotation
will show that it does not. apply in
any manner whatever to the present
case. This isnot a wvacancy at all;
the Senate is in session; the office is
not in abeyance. A newincumbent
has been appointed and confirmed,
but he has not yet qualified. Sec-
tion 1841 of the Revised Statutes
| provides that: |

“The executive power of each
Territory shall be vested in a Gov-
ernor, who shall hold his office for
four years, and until his successor is
qualified, unless

pointed and

present | sooner removed by the President.”

Governor Emery has not been re-
moved, and the Organic Act of this
Territory provides that the Gover-
nor and Secretary ‘‘shall, before
they act as such, respectively take
an oath or affirmation before the

Idistrict. judge or some justice of the

peace in the limits of the Territory.”

We do not see how anything can
be clearer than that Governor Em-
ery holds his office until his succes-
sor arrives and qualifies in the lim-
its of the Territory. We hope he
will not suffer himself to be ‘“blufi-
ed” or “bulldozed” out of his rights.

.

| LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS.

FROM THURSDAY'S DAILY, FEB. 12

NOTICE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS.

SALT LAkE CIrTy.

Superintents of Sunday Schools,
who have not yet sent in their an-
port for the year ending Dec,

nual re
31st, 1879, to their respective Stake
Superintendents, are respectfully
and urgently requested to do so im-
mediately.

This being the fiftieth year sin®
the organization of the Church, or
year of jubilee,) we are iculaly
anxious to obtain full and correc/ re-
ports from every Stake, in time for
publication at our annual April
conference, and therefore, by hav-
ing them forwarded during the pres-
ent month, we shall be able to pre-
pare our Territorial report in time.

Address Stake Reports to Levi W.
Richards, See. Box 1013,

GEORGE GODDARD,
Ass’t Gen’] Sup’t D. 8. 8. Union,

*S

Blockaded.—TheUtah Southern ex=
press was detained over three hours

this morning at the Point of the
Mountains by heavy snow drifts oa
the track, ,



