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unjustansiaNji UtCONSTITUTIONALunconstitutional
AND unrighteous

ti g

timTHE dismissal of the case against
several gentlemen well known in
this communityommund ty partiparticularsparticulareulamculan oiofwhich
will bobe foundfourd in our local columns
wagwas under tilothe circumstances most
unjust and unfair towards9 the ac-
cused constitutionally ththeyey were
entitled to a speedy and impartial
triaitrial this has been denied them
they have not only been refusedrefused
a speedy trial but have been deabjiede-at
priced of any trial atht all the wrong
thusahus inflicted upon them iais made
moromore apparent by thothe opposite eoursecourse
pursued only a few daysdaya ago in a
similar case tho potter afiaffairlair when
a trial was had and a verdict of ac-
quittal renderedtendered

irforpor4 or many years there have been
various attempts made to fasten the
crime of murder upon some prom-
inent Amormonlormon often without tiletiie
least shadow of foundation for the
cchargeharge the case just dismissed
is one of them moremoro than eleven
years ago dr robinson was lured
from his home in tho night on the
pretense that hohe was wanted for
sosomosomemesicklckick person and was murdered
in the street it suited the purpose
of certain individuals to attribute
the crime towoiwoltoIormon influence
01oaolai the hypothesis that the doctor
had made himself obnoxious to the
city 1authorities by an attempt to
jump some of their land in the
neighborhood of the hot springs
this was the only reason if such it
can be called that was offered for
such a conclusion 4

when a iinoline and cry is raised
againstagriest an unpopular person or soci-
ety without conscience are
not wanting to aid in the uproar or
londlend themselves as willing tools to
the instigators of the attack so the
accusers of the Amormonlormon people
foanoon found worthless informers
enough to suitsult their purpose and say

tcte induce grand juries to
flamo judichindictments under strong
prespressuresuresuro from prosecuting attor-
neys and mission judges several
indictments havohave been found under
just such influence in this territory
without any substantial evidence
against thothe accused this has been
demonstrated when the parties havebave
been brought to trial of suspicionsulepleI1 on
there was plenty of desire oilon thetho
part of the prosecution to convict
there was an abundance of animus
against the defendants i by witnesses
anxious to condemn there was suf-
ficient to disgust all fair beholders
but of evidence not a scrap nor a
sh a shadow

charges have been held
over the headsbeads of innocent men for
years and they have beenbee putt to ex-
pense and trouble and subjectedug

1acted to
the suspense and anxiety conse-
quent upon such charges with
the suspicion of persons notno t informed
as to thathat facts as an additional
source ofor annoyance and painalij in
many of these cases a trialtriai has
proven to tilotile satisfaction ofbf all un-
prejudiced people that thoy were
roundedfounded in malicomalice and spleen and
supported by bigotry and a desire to
defame honest men because they
beloibelofbelongedaged to an unpopular church
anaand creed

the Robirobinsonhisonfison ewocase is one of this
class waowel claim that the indict-
ments found against theahe accused
were basedbasea upon insubstantial and
worthwoithworthlessless premises that the prose-
cution would not proceed to trial i

because there was no earth-
ly chance of conviction and that
they would not permitermit a trial be
causocarsolan acquittal would be certain
imdimand a number of honorable 1 mor 1

mons would bobe set free fromafrom a
shaDieshanieshamefulfulfui burden imposed upon
iteldthem without sense or reason

thetha only plea offered in this case
i

against giving the accused a trial
wwaswaa ohp lveivebare possibility that some
evidovidevidenceenco mighthialit hereafter be found
against them it waswm admitted that
nojio evidence was atht liandhand after all
tiiethe hubbub hunting detective
wokwork and alleged confessions andillkdisclosureslosure through a period of
many years not a jot or tittle of rereal1
evidence against thetho defendants
could bo obtained yet instead of
allowing them to come into court
and prove their innocence tilethe case
15 dismissedlynalvalvs ed no110 arktriaitrialll ists permitted

their claim to bobe heard in their own
defensedennse is denied and they are lefleftt
open to the possibility of beg absub-
jectedi again to the same ignominy
ex usa and anxiety as they have
SsulTbulterered without just cause dduringuring
glopiethetho pastpost two years if ththere
Isis any fairness reason or
justification inanthith we must confess
that we failfall to cjediee it nonnor do wowe
believe for a moment that if the ac-
cused had not been knownas mem-
bers of the mormonlormonA church such
a course would have been pursued
against them so contrary to sense
consistency thothe usage in other sim-
ilar casespases and simple constitutional
right

wowe believe we express the con-
viction of the people of utah when
wawe say that no shadow of crimebrime
really rests upon the gentlemen who
have thus been persecuted they
oreare free from suspicion in the minds
of their friends and co religionists
they need not think thatthatanyona
whose esteem is valuable will ima-
gine9 them guilty of thothe foul deed
imputed to them and there is far
more reason to think that dr
robinson met his death at
thothe hand of a murderous enemy
of his own party than that
liehe was slain by anyoneany one connected
with a church one of whose com-
mandmentsmandments declares thou not
killkillandand one of whose prominent
tenets is that a murderer hathbath not
eternal life abiding in him and shall
not have forgiveness in this world
or the world to come

PLAINLY PUT

THE following letter from ladiesladles re-
siding at beaver has been placed at
our disposal and we give space to it
because it is so true and pointed
that we think no one can reasonably
object to its statements and sen-
timentsti I1

BEAVER feb 1880

hon J SR murdocksmurdock
saltsall Llakaaeeake city

dear brotherbrothen your favor of the
is received had we known

that the lades of salt lake were go-
ing to send in a petition we would
have endeavored to get ours in ear-
lier but wowe hoped ours would cause
the subsubjectjeetdeet to bobe again agitated wowe
do not looktook upon this questquestioniojaloja as a
social one but simply political one
of equal rights between citizens of
equal ability and intellect conse-
quently we do not regard the legis-
latorsgators as ungallant but decidedly il-
liberal how faithfully have the
ladies of utahlutah stood bythebythoby the brethren
for the past ten years inin exercising
the right to votetote

how often have the thinking and
substantial ladies of beaver walked
the streets in storm and sunshine
to use their influence with the care-
less add unthinking and urge them
to vote the right ticket how often
would the brethren have been de-
feated at thetile elections in beaver
without the ladiesladles assistance after
10 years of faithful labor can you
not trust us still further we think
the refusal jiproceeds from fear and
selfishness fear that the ladies
will getet a little of the influence and
popularity which is their right self-
ishnessishness because the gentlemen dis-
like to give up any of the emolu-
ments of we think the
legislators would pass the bill if they
were exiresurosure of thothe governors veto inin
order to make themselves popular
with thothe ladies but we think they
afeare afraid he would sign it at any
ramerate we would rather owe our defeat
to the governor than to our breth-
ren

with much esteem wowe subscribe
ourselvesourselyes

yours truly
EEAA Ffarnsworthasworth BS A shep-

herdherd ellen coombsbs ii 33 pratt
elizaellzaElizailza lee M61 A ashworth idalda F
hunt emma lee

THE VALIDITY OF DI
sjyr11

A billBILI was introduced in thothe house
at an early day of tho prespresentelit ses-
sion for thothe purpose of providingc
means whereby the validity of di-
vorces decreed under the old law of
this territory now repealed can be
ascertainedcertaceriained and established or

As there seems to be some
misunderstanding of its object and
provisions we will here briefly ex-
plain them and also the necessity
for some measure of this kind

the old law provided thauthat abersona person
seekingbeeking a divorce must eithercither be a

resident of this territory or show to
the satisfaction of the court that it
was bonabonafideaidefide his intention to be-
come such before any proceedings
could be had by reference to
the first section of the old
act it will bo seen that
actual residence was a requisite be-
fore the decree could bo issued that
is the complainant might fileherp-
etion

pe-
titionti for a divorce before coming into
the territory but must be an actual
resident previous to receiving0 the
decree

it is well known that many di-
vorcescorces were granted under that law
inin which parties evaded its full pro-
visions and thus brought the sys-
tem into reprobation it is clearly
wrong to grant divorces when nei-
ther of the parties to the suit are res-
idents of the territory or state in
which the decree is given so the
courts in various states have pro-
nounced some of the decrees issued
by our courts here void and of no
ietlateffectreetneet the consequences to the papar-
ties in many instances aueveryare very seriserlseri-
ous some have married again since
obtaining the decree and have thus
subjected themselves to prosecution
for bigamy under the laws of the
states where such marriages have
been contracted

now there is no doubt that some
of these persons richly deserve all
the trouble and punishment they
have reaped as the fruit of their de-
ceptive acts but there are others
who in good faith have carried out
the provisions of the utah statute
under which they obtained divorce
both in its letter and spirit and in
consequence of the rulings of com-
petent courtscouros in other estheycascaseseases they
are placed in a position of painful
doubt and uncertainty as to thetiie va-
lidity of their divorces and also the
legality of marriages consequent on
such divorces

the bill introduced but which
naturallynaturally excites some suspicion
because of tilethe bad odor of patent
divorces merely provides the
means whereby such persons may
come into court and have the valid-
ity or invalidity of their divorces
established by judicial decision suchsuell
persons before entering complaint
must have been continuously for
one year next prior to the filing
a bonabond fide resident of the
territory the defendant to the
suit must bb served with process as
provided by law in original divorce
suits if the former suitsultawaswas brought
in the probate court the new case
may be brought in thethoe probate
court but ifit in a district court
then in a district court the court
Is also authorized to pronounce on
the legality of a marriage which ilaslias
been the consequence of the divorce
sought to be validated but not on
any otherkind of marriage

careful examination of the bill
discloses no such cause for suspicion
as some entertain it is carefully
guarded and only makes it possible
for a person having in good faith
procured a divorce under the old
law fully complying with its pro-
visions to have his divorce tested
and pronounced upon by a court
havingjjurisdictionunisurisjurisdictiondiction

the benefit of thisthia will bobe that
having the decree pronounced valid
isifsif suchsuehch it proves on judicial examin-
ation of all the facts and circum-
stances in the courts of utah it
will be held as valid in other parts
of the union oilon thothe constitutional
provisionsionslon that full faith and credit
shallshail be given in each state to the
public acts records andjudicial pro-
ceedingsceediece gs of every othenother statestated thishis
provision of article IV section 1 of
the constitution has been applied
by the supreme court of tilethe united
states to decrees of divorce the va-
lidity of which has been passed upon
by a court having jurisdiction

As the caseease now stands such per-
sons as are placed in doubt by the
decisions of courts in other cases
which have the effect of precedent
and givagive rise to the idea that all
utah divorces areare void have no
way of proving whether their di-
vorces are valid or invalid this
bill provides the manner in which
their position can be determined it
appears to us that it can do no harm
joanyto any one and that it opens the
way bychichby which alone justice can be
done to parties who have acted hon-
estlyestlestiy under a law now repealed but
which was on our statute books for
twenty six years

the bill is undunderertheerthothe consideration
of the proper committee who will
doubtless examine and take such
action upon it as their judgment
may dictate we do not refer to
the subject for the purpose of influ-
encing them in any way but mere-
ly to explain a matter upon
which there has been some mis
understanding andd misrepresenta-
tion

explanatory
A notice of the utah farmer hav-

ing inadvertently appeared in this
paper last evening it becomes ne-
cessary to inform the public that we
have learned upon inquiry that the
fazmerfarmer is not published by the au-
thoritythority nor ununderer the auspices nor
with the sanction of the church in
any way whatever noico name of
editor appears on its pages and lest
it migmighthilbebe inferred that it is pub
published with thucthuu approbation of
the church we make this brief ex-
planation

THEtn DESERET U 13 SITY

diany of our influential citizens have
expressed a desire to see the uni-
versityversity which has been established
under the patronage of the territo-
ry placed upon a more satisfactory
basis at present the building ususedcd
by the university is a rented struc-
ture not altogether suitable either in
construction or location for the pur-
poses of the college the institution
should have a building erected on
grounds of its own and be improved
so as to be fully worthy of the name
it bears and occupy a position of
which the friends of education in
this territory might be proud

if the legislative assembly would
be liberal towards the university
without crippling the resources of
the territory several well known
gentlemen of means we believe
would follow the example of the
legislature and donate in aid of the
institution this is a subject worthy
the attention of our lawmakerslaw makers
and we hope they will accord to it
the consideration it deserves

IRISH DISTRESS

york meraldherald a represen-
tative american newspaper which
does some things out of a desire to
benefit humanity and some out afanof an
improper anxiety to make itself no-
toriousto has of late made its name a
household word in the family of
every irishman in the united states
and great britain by the interest it
has taken in soliciting and handling
donations for the relief of the suffer-
ingin poor in erin mr pamellparnell a
home rule leader in the british
parliament came to this country
some weeks ago to advocate his
ideas and arouse amamericanamerlean sympa-
thy in behalf of his plans he soon
quarreled with the herald which
warmly espoused the cause of tilethe
poor and insisted chatinthat in the present
distressing condition of the island
the land agitation should be al-
lowed to slumber for the time bempbearbeing
and that all the energies of irishmenn
and irish sympathizers should be
directed toward furnishing supplies
to the starving people our dldis-
patches

is
fromfroin time to time have

contained accounts of what has been
done by tilethe benevolent of the
united states in this matter thetiie
herald itself as an indication of
its sincerity and friendly feel-
ing donated the munimunificentficen
sum of john mackay of
comstock mining fame gave

and gentlemen of wealth anandd
benevolence as well as newspapers
and business establishments of all
kinds have sent liberally for the re-
lief of the suddlersufferersersens checks from all
parts of the country have flowed 1in-
to the herald fund which has sweiswenswel-
led to a large amount and which
will when properly distributed
gladden and make thankful many a
poor irish heart A propositionn is
now made to organize a committee
to receive clothing etc the free
transtransportation0 of which to ireland
has 91beenen guaranteed mr dion
boulicaultBoucicault of nev york an irish
actor of fine attainments and a
playwright of great fame suggests
that theatrical performances be
given throughout thetile country on the
irish national boholidaybalidayliday st PatricpatriepatricksVs
day the of march the pro-
ceeds of which shall be devoted to
the relief of the suttersulTersufferersers the pro-
position is meeting with much en-
couragementcouragement and we read that in
various places it is decided that the
customary procession on that day
shall give place to these benefit per-
formancesformances the mind of the pub-
lic Is thoroughly awakened to the
needs and distress of our fellow
creatures across the sea and minis-
ters editors lecturerslectureds and gentle-
men of leisure are interesting
themselves in tilethe movement
americasamericans reputation for liberality
and the expression of substantial

sympathy is already established dil
an enviable foundation and hermeo
pioplo will receive additional praise and
gratitude because of their noble iore-
sponse at the present time

communications TO THE
DESERET NEWS

WE will be much obilobligedt ed to those
who have any communications liro

make to the DESERET NEWS ifit they
will hereafter address all correspond-
ence or other articles for publication
to the editors and all business com-
munications to the business de-
partmentpartment by simply writing busbusi-
ness 0onL envelopes addressed to this
office the distinction will be drawn
and much benefit will result to both
departments

WHO IS GOVERNOR

QUITE a discussion has ariarlariseniasenisas to
the rinightrightlit of governor emery to act
in his office until the new appoin-
tee arrives and assumes the funnfunc-
tions ofgovernor it is claimeddisclaimed by
some thathat under section 1769 of tho
revised statutes of the bilstedunited
states emery is out liere jsis
the section

if
the president is authorauthorizedzed to

nilfill all vacancies which may happen
during the recess of the senate by
reason of death or resignation oraxor ex-
pirationpiration of term of office by grant-
ing commissions which shall expire
at the end of their next session
thereafter and if no appointment
by sandwithand with the advice and consent
of the senate is made to an office so
vacant or temporarily filled during
suehsuch next session of the senate the
office shallshan remain in abeyance with-
out any salary fees or emoluments
attached thereto until it is filled by
appointment thereto by and with
the advice and consent of the sen-
ate and during such time all the
powerspov ers and duties belonbelonging to such
office shall be exercised by such
other officer as may by law exercise
suchuch powers and duties in case of a

vacancy to such office
careful reading orthisof this quotationatlon

will show that it does not apply in
any manner whatever to the present
case this is not a vacancy at all
the senate is in session the office is
not in abeyance A new incumbent
has been appointed and confirmed
but he has not yet qualified Jaseetseeec
elonflon 1811 of the revised statutes
provides that

i the executive power of each
territory shall be vested lnaluain a gov-
ernor who shall hold his office for
four yearsyearb and until his successorsidels
appointed and qualified unlesss
sooner removed by the president21

governor emery has not bbeeneenrare-
moved and the organic act of
territory provides that the gover-
nor anand1 secretary shall before
they acthet as such respectively taketako
an oath or affirmation before the
district judge or some justice of thetho
peace in the limits of tthe territory 11

we do not see how anything can
be clearer than that governor em
cry holds his office until his succes-
sor arrives and qualifies in the lim-
its of the territory wo hope liehe
willilllil not suitersuffer himself to be bluttbluff-
ed or bulldozed out of his rights
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NOTICE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Ssuperintendents r

SALT laumlarm cicitycley
lents of sunday schoolsj

who have not yet sent in their an-
nual

t

report for the yearearcar endingDec
1879 to their respective stake

superintendents are respectfully
and urgently requested to do so imin
mediately

this being thothe fiftieth year sinosin 0O

the organization of the church orion
year of jubilee weft e are
anxious to obtain full and correirere
ports from every stake in timtimi for
publication at our annual aprilA
conference and therefore by hav-
ing

bav-
ing t

them foforwardedrwardCd during the pres-
ent month we shall bobe able to pre-
pare our territorial report in time

address stake reportslreJReports to lokloh WV

richards sec box 1013
GEORGE GODDARD
genibenl D S S union

blockaded southern cscXI

press was detained over three hour
this morning at tilethe point of thotha
mountains by heavy snow driftsdreifu oa
the track


