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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CONCERNING AMUSEMENTS.

Yt is characteristic of the Latter-day
Balnts that a definite policy of their
leading men has been to deal directly
wilb tbe subjeot of ntousements for the

people, and to bring there ubder a
religious intuence whereby all rorme
of puitable recreaticn would be
hallowed to the good of those partict.
pating therein, [n purcuapce of this
policy¥, murica)l and drameatic enter-
tuls ments, parties, reupions, celebra-
tions, eto., bave been conducted under
the supervision of logsl Church
authorities In varlous wards apd
districts, and as B cobDsequence the
amuzement feature, which 1ls &ro
essential to ibe cheerful life especially
of the youbg, bas been telieved of
objectionable sseoclatione that pay
acoolnpany it under some conditions,
and bae been conducive to the good of
the community.

In a rellzious view, participution
ip recreative amusemeols In a tem-
perate degree is commendable, It i
one of the agencles productive pf “a
glad beart and a cheerfal counte.-
nance,’ in which the Lord delights,
theretore is to he encouraged in that
form, But immoderaute or untimely
ivdulgence therein ie religiously
wroDg, just as coarse, loud laughter is
sinfu!, while the merriment and smiles
of bapploess are of heavenly benefi-
cence. Therefore while parties and
entertaivments should he provided in
which the people may purticipate, they
should Dot .be carrled to excess, por be
ocountenapced outslde.of proper regula.
tlcpe and associatione.

The coupeel to ward aathorities
has been to bave BOiuse.
mente In their juriesdictlons ocon-

ducted under certaln mabagements;
and safeguarde that would render them
beneficial, excluding everything of an
unseemly characier, and taking speclal
care to debar {fom Llhese arsemblages
amoDe the Balnts thoss whoese assocta-
tlon would tend tn evll. Parties and
entertainments where thts counsel ia
conformed to thua are agencies in pre-
surving an elevated moral tone and in
producieg socisl improvement; while
a disregard of this advice Is sure to
hring results of a different charaocter,
Tuis religious control of amusements
bae developed bighly commendahle
features, one of which may be named
ae a0 illustration, thie beinbg the seascn
at which it is timely. This is the old
folk#! gatberings,whioh in the summer
take form in bivhly enjoyable expur-
slons for which Utab bas gained more
tban patlonal renown., Throughout
varions Siakes o! Zion theee bave heen
receiving the usual attention at this
feason, the nextone on the tapis that
we bave informuation of beine the old
folks’ parly at American Furk, on
Wednesday Dext, the 28rd loslant, and
following upon that will be the regular
old folgs* winter entertainment In the
Bult Liake Thester, on the afternoon of
February 5, when all over 70 years
of age, all the widows, the orphane,
deaf mutee, sod others whom too often
the world forgets, are given a rree and
open weicome, regari‘less of any dis-

tinctions of creed, oolor, or wealth. Ail

are invited, all rre wanted there, Lo be
made happy. .

These gatheringe are only one of the
practical suggestione of good that re-
sulty from religious control in amuse-
ments, The henefits that come to the
aged, infirm, and upfortunate are Do
greater ocomparatively thap those
which accrue to the liebt.bearted
youth. Every ward in Ziobp should
afford opportunity to its youtb for
recreation within reasonable limlis,
‘Whenpever thie is not providea forand,
a8 a consegquence of the neglect, the
Young are compelied to go elezwbere
for the amusement espentinl to cheer-

fulpess and for which their
Dalures YeoarD, there is n
culpability on the part ol

those responeible for such a condlli p.
A shepherd 18 recreapt o his trust if
be refuses or wilfully bpegleots to pro-
vide for his flock that wninb is essen-
tial to their well-being apd protection;
and aby who may to some extenl thus
force thoee ubnder thelr watcheare to
eeek reoreation in other channels, hear
a responsibility they would be better
rid of. At the same time, pandering
to en extreme deelre for bilarity and
folly is not to be thought of aas per-
missible,

Experience ip this Territory has
shown thie virtue of rellgious influence
and control 1o amusemente. So tar as
the Latter-day Salnte are concerned, ite
applicalion shenid be more extensjve
thap it Dow Ie in praotice; it should be
made lo more nearly approximate
with the couneel of the generaj author-
ftiea thap it now appears Lo do in
many instances, The pressot condi-
tion of the world presents numerpus
dapgersto the morai welfare of the
yYoupg, and in no direcllon do these
need 1o he more carefuliy zusrded
against bere thup in the reoreation
and smusements for the youth of
Ierael, which sbould be sufficient for
the uccaelop and be panctifled by the
most exalted influences that can be
brought {0 besr thereon Lbhrongh appro-
priate supervision.

————

THE FRUIT TIlEY BEAR.

The Wave, yublished In Beay county,
Michigan, bae In its last jeeus an arti-
cleon the people of Utab, with specinl
reterence to the Mormons. [ts tone
indlcates that the writer has been here
and bas personal koowledge of the
geperal conditione, 10r be presents a
stralghl story. He tells of the sphools,
cburcbes, and relizious faithe, making
reference lo the employment of teach-
ers in the public schools hers without
regard to ltheir church affllintion; be
ulap calla attention to the taot that “‘all
through the settlements of Utah are
Presbyterlap and Melbodist parochial
tchools and churebes, giving employ-
meDt to eastern youny menand women
48 preachers and teaphers,”

Regardiog these latter individuale,
the Wave is moved to righteous indig-
pation by the procedure of two of
them, who are meotioned as “Elders
Grant and Cooper,*” and who were eq-
gaged ip delivering a series of lectUres
at the Birobard block, Bay City,

against the Mormooe. The Wave pointa
out th'e courteous Lreatmeni thepe
raTNe preachers bave recelved In this
Territory, and then upbraide them fgor:
tbhelr dlsbonesty and hypoorisy, They
are friendly enough with the Mor.
mons whep in Utah, but, 88 the Wape
raye, ‘it ja different when lbey return
east for mopetary supporly, and while:
i the Kast tell that which ie pet true,
or what is just as bad, only halt el
the trutbh.?”’

Ip refutation of the ameertions mada
by these preache=s, our Bay county
cutemporary enters into a diac:sign g
the subject, and assiires ils rea i 19 that
tbe Mormons ‘'are,as & pe e, ap
devoled to free publio echoole, pats otje
to the Republic, alive to the benefity of
free speech aDJ freedom of the Pres:, an
are the Baptists, Uuitarians,(}alhollm,
Adventiste, or any others, They op-
joy the confidence and respect of the
people of Califorpia, Nevada, Idanop,
Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexleo and
Arizons.?”” . This, and much more tha
s good i» epumerated; and regarding
the religious beltef ot the Latter-day
Sainte it id said: **The Mormones difter
somewhai from the other Proteaani
fajthe, but nse the same Bivle ang ¢pe
New Testament. En additlon, how-
ever, they bave ihe Book of Mor-
mon—a literary curiosity. Whether
Mormonlism is true or falee, It contajns
much that s good. Its memberahip
are devoted, devout and sincere, nnd
ate ut all timen loysl totbeir fajtp,»
Tarolog agaio to the Grapt gpd
Cooper misstatements, the Wave pgp.
cludes with the suggestion that
“‘neither of these divinesr would dars
nor care to repeat one of the Bay Cliy
lectures in Utah.?”

That class of preschere at which our
Mighlgan cotemporary directs iia orltj-
olsmia are getting to be a back nuym-
ber, 8o far me the peopie's confiyence
ta ooncerped. They may be able Lo
arpuse muoob prejudios and oreute con-
slderable antagonism to the SBaints for
spme time to come, bul their inAuence
is on the wapne. They nre nelng
Jjudged by the Infallible ruje laid down
by the Divine Master: ““By their fruits
ye shall know them.?” Thelr fryits
betng evi), their rea) character 15 be-
coming known. The same rule wijl
msrk the editor of the Wave for honor
and courage, in his voluntary defense

|of those who bave been unjustly s

sailed; and by It the Mormons alap gan
be judged with their religioua system,
for the evidence of tbe truth of Mor
monism is 1n the good that it produces,
wrouzht out by a higher Power than:
mortal man,

Li QRIPPE EPIDENIC,

Sall Liake bas bad » few cases of la
grippe this winter, bhut It has about
disappeared. Citiea of the Xast are
not so fortunate, for in several of the
great centers of population the diseass
18 reported us epldemioc. Boston hasa
jarge number of cases, and Now York
is 80 near panic-eiricken that a special
consultation of the mayor and heuds of
departwents was called to con-
ejder the subject, and two thous
and men Were empio¥ed st $2 per
day to clean the streets, tbe fiitn and
accumulations in the Jatter befog
blamed for the general prevalence of
the direase, which eelects §ta vigtims



