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with diligence and success. The
Book of Mormon bas been translated
futo that lapguage and is being circu-
lated and read by the natives, Through-
out tbe Unpited Btates our Elders are
Iboring with all the zeal and diligence
that we could ask for. In the northern
Btates this winter has been severe, and
there have not heen many baptisms.
While [ was East T met Elder C. W.
Btayner, who told me thbat as soon as
spring opeued he expected there would
be a grest many additlons to the
Church, There was an increase of ino-
terest nmong the people. In many
places they listened as they had not
done for years to the preaching of the
Elders. In the Bouthern States mis-
sion the Elders inform us that they
are making sfforts to get doorsopened
in the cities, and they are encouraged
by the proepects hefore them, In the
Todian Territory our brethren have
commenced to build a ¢hapel, So that,
8o far as our own land is concerned,
there is much to he thankful for, and
many soule are being gathered out.
The work of the Lord is also growiog

among the I.smanites, especially
in Boutbern Arizona, under the
ministrations of the presidency
of the Maricopa Btake of Ziop.

We are trying to do our duty to this
nation—to lay before the people the
message of snlvation which God has
given unto ua,

‘The days of trouble are at hand, and
it is our auty, as God?’s eervants, to go
and declare to the inhabitants of the
earth that these are the last days,
and that God is about to bring to
pass that which He hs8s spoken
coucerning His judgments and
calamities that should be poured out
upon the wicked in the last days, pre-

aratory to the coming of the Bon of

Tan. The Elders, it must be gaid in
their favor, go forth, as a rutle, full of
this desire to aquit themselves as men
and to cleanse their garments of the
blcod of this generation, hy bearing
faithfui testimony to the truth. [Ig s
most gratifyiog to see our young men
respond as they do to the calls that are
maie upon them to gn here and there,
wherever the anthorities of the Church
direct, as missionarier, te carry the
mesrage of salvation and glad tidings.
A nd it must be said that the character

of our Elders, in some respects, is im.

proving. The psius that are heing
taken ion our primary schools, our
Babbath schools, our young men’®s im-
provement assoctationr, are bearing
their fruite. I remewber presiding
abroad and baving Elders come whose
ignorance concerning the priucijles of
the Gospel they had heen sent out to
teach was painsful to see. There hae
been a great change in this respect.
Therefore, I say the character of our
Elders has improved. They now go
out, as a rule, well iostrucied in the
principles ot the Gospel, familiar with
the  histoty  of the  Chureh,
capnhle of explaining the doe-
trines and everything connected with
the Gospel, and, when necuvssery, eapa-
ble of defenulng the principles they
teach. This is & gratliying improve-
ment; apd it will be more and more
visible as the years roll by and as our
facilities for imparting understanding
will Increase, as they are increasing on
every hand,

Thioughout thess mountailia the
Lord bag_poured "'vut His Bpirlt upon
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His people. Thbere is a great deal of
union. &lill there is much room for
improvement in this respect. The
Lerd ia trying usindirectionsin whieh
we have never been tried before. Ikd
any of you ever think tbat we should
be tiied ap we are now being tried?
These are new trials,and they are going
to test the faith of & good many who
are called ILatter-day Sainte. The
depths of our love for the truth are
going to be sounded, and if we are not
built upon the rock and bave a living
testimony concerning the truth within
uswe gball be in danger. God is going
to have a tried people, and the trials
will not alweys come in the form that
we are looking for. They would cease
probahly to he trials if they came in
that way; hut they come in forms for
which, it may be said, we are partly
unprepared. They eome to us in un-
eXpected forme; therefore the greater
the trial of our . faith. 1 tell you,
my brethren and eisters, that I trem-
ble for us and for myself,
lest in these trials we should take mis-
stepe; lest weshouid give way to wrong
influences and yield to an improper
apirit, and be led away from the trutb
and that union which is so precious,
which is so great a gift that God has
bestowed upon us to distinguish us
from ail peoples upon the face of the
earth.

I pray thut God may give unto us
the light of eternity to ever be with us,
and thal we may watch it and take
care that it does not become dim in our
hearte, that it don’t hecome obecured
by any Ipfluence or power; but that
having that ligbt sbining upon our
path continually we may walk undevi-
atingly forward until we shall attain
unto that grest glory that (God has in
store, and be crowned with Him in His
presence with those hleseings that have
been sealed upom us by the autbority

that He has restored from heaven. [
pray God to bless us during this Con-
ference, to flll every man that shall
speak with the powsr of God, and the
bearts of al! who hear with that heav-
only and softening influence, that the
worde of life may fali like good seed
into meliow ground, there to lodge,
there to germinate, there to grow,there
to bring forth fruit that shall be tn the
glory of our God and to nur own salva-
tion, which T ssk in the name of Jeaus |
Christ. Amen,

Apostle Frapkilin D, Hichards

addressed the Cunference. Following
le n brief and necessarily imperfect
syno[sis of his discourse: 2
He felt the necessity of having the
Holy Bpirit in attempting to address
the cougregetion. A grand view had
been presented to us of the progress of
the work of {dod in the present time,
and even in the contemplution of this
we are remjnded that it is necesesary
for us to bave & senss of our own un-
worthiness. Without humility the
Bpirlt of God eannot dwell within us.
There is one principle which under-
lies the very existence of the Church oi
God, and that is the necessity of con-
{inuous revelation, Against this
principle all the world goes out in
oppoeition. But without it the Baints
canuot grow in the knowledge of God.
The reason why men have been left to
form religious eystems which have the
t‘form of godiiness but deny the power

.other,

tbereof** jsthis, they bad no revelations.

They do not believe thut there are any,
nor that there ever will he any more.
This is contrary to the apirit that pre-
valled among the anclemt people of
God. Whbhen on one occasion someone
complajned to Moses that certain per-
sonk prophesied, that man of God said
he wished all the Lord’s pecple could
prophesy. Peter gquotes the promlse
given through the Prophet Joel, ¢“A nd
it sbhall come to paesin the last days,
saith God, I will pour out of my Bpirit
upon alj flesh and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visione, and your
old men shall dream dresms.!? We
helieve that we are living in the he.
ginning of the days here spoken uof,
and we should therefore nourish apg
cultivate the spirit of revelation con-
stantly, and the more since we helieveg
that we are living in times of trouble,
from which only the righteous can es.
cape, by standing in bholy places and
immovable,

We are sometimes told, that the
Seriptures say we must expect no more
revelations, and ln support of this,
R;op]e quote the verse at the end of the

velation of John, where men are
probihited from adding to or taking
from the word of that prophecy. But it
is clear that those who argue in this
way do not understand the word of
God. It wasstronely forbidden to add
anything to the ancient law or to take
anything from it. Yet thle Jdid neot
mesan that there was to bhe ne more
prophets or reveiations after the time
of Mosea. The probihition referred to.
is applicable only to the bouk In which
it is found, and not to revelation in
general. All the seriptures extant Ip
Paul’s day were necessary for instrug.
tion, eto.; 8o is everytbing that God has
revenled up to the present day.

At the  dedication of - the
temple In Xirtland, the prophet
Joseph and the Apostles were sustained
as prophets, seera and revelators. That
is how the apostleship wus looked upon
then, and the speaker could testify thay
the sapostles now are cultivating the
apirit and are prophels, seers and revel-
ators to the people, if they are willing
to receive them, And so with other
members of the Priestbood. Every
head of a family ahould live se that he
could be a seer and revelator to his
household, It is distressing to conteng-
plate the tact tbat the people ¢an some-
times induige in strife and eontentlons,
Ng man hasa right to get 8o interestegd
in his own affairs as to forget what he
owes his fellowmen. No one bas g
right to ¢limb on another-in order to
obtain an elevated position for him-
seif. None should speak evil of an-
We must be careful jn
these things and have no anpj-
mosily towards each other, evep
if we are of different opinions
in some tbloge. It we are not
careful in tbese matters, we nre In
danger of losing the Spirit of God and
thur be provented from growing in
righteousness. However, the work in
which we are engaged is the Lord’s,
[f we only will be faithful, He wii]
bear us off iriumphant, and build us
up in the true faith.

Revelation is continually needed,
Evep the agvancement of the world
in science and inventions is & result of
the spirit of revelation. The erpeaker
referred to the application of steam
and electiicity to various usee, 88 an




