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brother gardner spoke in the forenoon
and I1 addressed the congregation in theeuropean session held in the afternoon
at which quite a number otof whites were
present and there would have been
manyganv more had the weather been favor-
able but it rained all forenoon which
kept most of our friends at home in the
afternoon also when it cleared up a
little we had good meetings and the
attempt otof the evil one to break up our
conference ended in a failure to him
while elders gardner linford and
bunot remained at te hora and held
another meeting with the maori saints
there elder bird cook and myself went
to the european settlement canvas
town and heldfield a cottage meeting in the
house of brother on our waysay
there we visited sister simonsen who
treated us to ripe raspberriesrasp berries and straw-
berries they were the first fruits otof
that kind that I1 ever ate in new zea-
land our european meeting was at-
tended by several strangers besides the
saints who constitute the membership
in this neighborhood we stopped over
night with brother witney who has a
good and interesting family

monday decemverdecemberDeceDecmoereMDer irth we arose
early and assisted by elder bird I1 at-
tended to historical labors in the torelore
noon after which we walked back two
miles to te hora where we finished
our labors and then took leave of the
saints got into a hired cart and started
on our return journey on our way
down the valley we took leave of the06european saints and also elder cook
while elders gardner linford bird and
myself proceeded on the cart and elder
bunot on horseback forty miles to the
native village of wairaukairau situated on the
wairaukairau river about four miles from blen-
heim at this place there is a small
branch of the church and we held a
little meeting with some of the members
in the evening at the house of mahaka
matere the president of the branch
where we also stopped over night on
our journey today we turned aside from
the road and visited a monument erec-
ted on the top of a hill in memory of
twenty two men who were killed by na-
tives in battle june 1843 the oc-
casion was a land didispute the colonial
government had sent a party of survey-
ors in to survey the wairaukairau with an eye
to forming white settlements there the
natives objected and ordered the sur-
veyors off they refused to go sol-
diers were sent for a fight ensued there
were killed and wounded on both sides
but the maorislaoris came oft victorious and
it appeared afterwards that they were in
the right

the wairaukairau missionary district em-
bracesbraces the north end of the south island
or the marlborough and nelson districts
it consists of four organized branches of
the church with a total baptized mem-
bership of with 31 children undereight years ot age there are souls otofalloinwhomw 15 are europeans this is ac-
cording to the statistical report of de-
cember aist 1894 from which all the
statistical figures given by me regardingrega din
the districts and mission have bbeeneen
taken of the four elders laboring inin
the district at present two devote most
of their time to the europeans and 0o
thetheMalaorismaorisoris the names of the branches
are te hora wairaukairau and
Rongi toto

the wairaukairau branch organized july
irth 1887 by elders nelson S bishop
and joseph S groesbeck is the oldest

branch in the district the two elders
named accompanied by ergeti kingi
maniseraManihera a native brother arrived at
wairaukairau may ath 1889 as the first latter
day saltsaint missionaries sent to preach
the gospel in its fullness to the maorislaoris
in that part of new zealand they com-
menced to preach immediately and on
june and 1889 began to baptize at wai
rau the wairaukairau branch consists of
the saints residing in a village of that
name situated on the left bank of the
wairaukairau river about one and one fourth
miles from its mouth or the outlet into
the ocean it is also about four miles
northeast of blenheim

te hora branch consists of the saints
residing in the pelorus valley the princi-
pal village being te hora which is situ-
ated at ane junction of the pelorus and
Whak amannoamarino rivers opposite the latter
stream from the european burgh called
canvastownCanvas town which is six miles up the
pelorus valley from havelock a euro-
pean town situated at the head of the
pelorus sound the te hora branch
was organized october ath 1891 with
catene hemi as president his bro-
ther Hakaraia now presides

the branch embraces the
saints residing in the village olof whan
gagae which is situated on the Croix
bay in the nelson district about four-
teen miles southwest of the so called
french pass about thirty bv round
abouta bout road northwest of te hora or
canvastownCanvas town the branch which isanis an
outgrowth of the Rangi toto branc kwas
organized at a district conference held at
obana Rangi toto may esth aad irth
1893 with renata te moreho isso presi-
dent I1 I1

the Rangi toto branch organized no-
vember lath 1892 by elders ben god-
dard and R G meikle conconsistsistift of the
native saints residing in the Rangi teto or
durville islandislatid which lies north of the
south island from which it is separated
by the dangerous channel known as the
french pass the island is about sixty
miles in circumference and nearly all
the inhabitants are members of the
church

tuesday december lyth we spent
the forenoon at wairaukairau attending to hi

labors and at p m elders
gardner linford bird bunot aand
myself started off with the cart anand
traveled about ten miles to para a
small railway station up in the moun
bains where elder bunot goott waveleave of
us and returned with the cart whilehaib the
rest of us boarded the train and travel-
ed eight miles to picton a fine little
town with idoo1000 inhabitants beautifully
situated at the head of queen char
lottes sound here we went on board
the steamer together with quite
a number of native saints from yete
hora and other places who are going
over with us to attend the christmas
conference to be held in the Waira rapa
valley we retired to rest after con-
versing with some fellow passengers
about religion at a late leourniiur while the
steamer was yet lying at the pictoupicton
wharf

wednesday december xyth at 2
a m the steamer wainui sailed from
picton and after a pleasant voyage of
fifty three miles we arrived at welling-
ton at 8 a m we spent part ofthe day at
wellington visiting the museum parlia-
ment buildings etc and also attended
to some business at p m we
boarded the train and started for the
Waira rapa valley the journey along

the bay up the hutt valley jandand around
Rim utaka mountains a spur of the

range is very interesting he
scenery along the road being of the
must varied and picturesque descriptioni
that part of the road which passes over
the mountain named is considered a
great triumph of engineering skill vie
grade on the Waira rapa side of the suaisum-
mit is very steep the gradients in some
places being one to fifteen and many of
the curves five chains radius the line
is constructed with a centre rail risingI1 I1

about eighteen inches above the level
of I1thehe otner two and the wheels of the
e gine are so made thathat they gripp each
side of the centre rail acting vothboth as a
brake and as an assistance in the ascent
the first glimpse of the WaiWairaramparapa
valley with its romantic lake nestling in
its centre reminds me of utah halicy
as it appears from the mouth of provoprove
canyon we arrived at woodside fifty
miles from wellington at p in-
here we changed cars and travetraveled
three miles on a branch railway to grygrey
town where elder george bowls
president of the Waira rapa district and
lewis G hoagland iromfrom the maniamahia
district were on hand to receive us and
conducted us to the elegant residencedence of
aporoadoro H kumeroakumerowKu meroa president of theftkapawai branch who together with his
family and other natives were there to
greet us in the usual native style lain
the evening after prayer speeches of
welcome were made by the prinprincipalciPA
maorislaoris present to which we four elders
who had just arrived responded A
good and pleasant spirit was manifestomanifest
and we soon felt quite at home with ouroar
maori friends in tuethe Wairarapa valley

ANDREW JENSON 3

i Waira rapa new zealand
december 1895

mississippi AND LOUISIANA
6

JACKSON miss april 12 1
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special spring conference of the 94masisW
sippi conference held in new orodeana
la the irth lyth and eth of orofebbi
ary

AUall elders of the mississippi con
euge to the number of thirty fourt
rived in new orleans on the
irth of february exceptexceptingexceptionin
johnson and baker whose moneyone 1
railway fare did not arrive in timeimely and
assembled at the hospithospitableabl hotel of

who had prepared for
the I1 and a jollier undandma
more hhealthy 3looking lot could not haw
been found for one public service
large hall on camp street just across
from the picayune office had been ob
tajased awo on sunday at 1130
a gnau audience greeted us but the
spirit of godgoa was with us and a
enjoyable timelime was had

the meeting was called to order by
president frank T pomeroy siSineOovadfi
should you feel inclined to censure

prayer by elder william M holthilj
singing do what is right let the con
sesequenceence followwiderelder pomeroy then addressed the
meeting hefie referred to the object of
our meetingsmee then spoke at some lengthenoh
an mark i1 14 15 or the gospel 01 H
proved from the scriptures that an ac-
ceptanceceptance and obedience to the princi-
plesp es and ordinances otof the gospel was
requiredired of all by our lord liehe out-
lined thetha glorious plan otof salvation show
ing gods mercy and maidsmans response


