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Before, or for years before, at
any rate. The Presidents ot
Stakes have reported, in many in-
stances, that the Sabbath schools

atso have been improved through tbhe
work of these brethren, and aiso that
the people have shown a more liberal
gpirit in the payment of their tithes
and donatlons. Theéy have received
a general wakenipg up in their re-
tigion. I have ofttimes wondered
how it is that we could afford to send
=0 many missionaries abroad to preach
the Gospel, and at the same tlme

neglect our
women here
are converte

;‘; %]i:;n’young, and they apostatize on

t of that. Therefore, it has
ggggugeemed wise by the brethrem to
gend out these misslonaries, that they
might go into the homes of the Lat-
ter-day Salnts and teach them the
Gospel.  We understand that there
are a great many quorums of the
Priesthood that have not been able to
discharge their duties a8 they should
have done; the Teachers have not In
all cases visited the Saints as they

ight have done; the Priests have mnot
2 from house to house and ex-
goneﬂed the Scriptures as it Is thelr
po;m to do; and one€ of the difficuties
ggsy been that the members of ths
various querums have not had any-
i to do. Inactlvity Is death.
tvlall:legrever there I8 a body of people
on the face of the earth that has
upthing to 4d0, that quorum or body
o die spirltuallsl'l. The hSpirlt 1of
be with men who are in
g&?vzmmn;: gpirit of God is a spirit
f progression. Therefore, my breth-
- lJami slsters, we can, see the neces-
ren A ¢ the work that these mission-
pir have Dbeen performing here at
ariese We cannot deny but that there
ho? ‘heenr great need of this work.
e d they have worked just as zealous-
fkn for aught I Know, and in many
ci’ses T know they have—as they would

forelgn missions. If
have done UpoU Hlders who have

fn Y%lon. When people

those
il cot;:;l ,‘:f,f.,‘.’ missions and the vari-
return unorums of the Priesthcod at
ous QU ere would ~be little
worbt. as to the final outcome of this
‘:fo":.k We wish to grow at home as

ad; not ssirll?lplsv;1 seng ou]r
road to preac the ospel,
Etl;ia:e?lsghencourage their work hereE
hat the people may have their interes
:-enewed in the Gospel and every man
t work. The organization of the
‘():‘leauarch of Jesus Christ is so complete
that it reaches evemrldman and every
and every C 5
W%T,fé things were spoken upon yes-
terday of & temporal nature that might
be taken to heart to good advantage
by all of the Latter-day Saints. We
separate
g?:!:o;ur l;piritua] salvation. We should
be a people who believe in enterprise,
in benefiting each other and sus'talnir}g
each other. There is one thing in
connectign with this that I would like
to mention. There has been too much
enmity or jealousy among the Latter-
dav Salnts In relation to things that
have been started for the benefit of
the people. For instance, we go Inte
a village and we find a blm_:ksmith or
a2 earpenter who has heen doing a gooq
work and able to earn a fair wage;
perhaps he has become well off. T};‘en
our brethren get jealous of that brother
pecaue he is progressing, and they
will start up a ehop of the same kind
pext door to him, or very near. de
result is. the profits have to be divid-
ed, and there is not enough for either
ot' them perhaps: whereas, had they
gone intg something else, they would
have been able to aggist Inm the general
prosperity. Our people at varlous times
get a mill craze. They get a 3saw-
mill eraze, or a creamery .craze, or
something of that kind; and because of

well as abro

young men and young |

d abroad amnd are brought
they see the example of some

our temporal salvation:

their lack of union, they are cutting
each other's throat- financially., It ap-
pears to me that there is In the or-
ganization of the Church of Qhrist
everything necessary for our temporsl
salvation as well as for our spiritua:
| salvation, and if we would only make
use of this beautiful organizatiom, ft
| would not be as we find it today, our
people underbidding each other till thelr
contracts are let so low in varlous
, places that they are unable to fill them.
| Only a short time ago I noted in one
jof our valleys, which furnished sup-
plies for Fort Duchesne, that on ac-
count of thelr iack of umion in tem-
poral affairs, they had underbid each
other until the man who had secured
the wood contract was unable to flll it,
and his bondsmen had to do so. So it
is in relation to the grain, and to the
flour, and everything that §s produced.
When the stores made these contracts,
the people got the idea that they were

making too mueh money and getting
rich, so they went in and underbid each |
other on government contracts and got
Ithem down to such a low fAgure that‘
| they could not possibly afford to de-‘
"liver at the price cdntracted for. This'
Is a suggestion, I believe, that it would
be well to pive considération in various'
| places. We find that mail contracts in
{ Utah are contracted for, in many In-l
stances, by men who do not live in the
i Staty. The last ones tbat were let were
awarded to men in Xentucky, and they,
sublet tlLem to our people, who do the |
work for less than what their horses"|
feed will cost them, if their horses
iwere fed as they should be. Therefore,

we do the work and sOme one else gets

the money. These matters pertalning

to our temporal welfare, I believe,
should 'be given attentlon by the

Presldents of Stakes. We should not

be Jealous of our brethren and sisters

when we see tliey are progressing and
prospering. We desire that they should
do well., We should desire that not
only they should do well, but that all
"Israel should do well, that we may be-
'come an independent people, and not
be the payers of interest, but receive
i[nterest; that we should have mohey
to loan, instead of borrowing and hav-
,ing the shingles mortgaged over our|
wives and childrem as they are today
in many cases.

I p=ay that.tiie blessines of God may
rest upon this people, that we may be
blesgsed s-iritually and@ temporally;
that the nower of God may be manifest
In this Conference; that the brethren
m ¥ all spéak by the power of the Lord;:
that His Spirit may be with each and
every one of us; that we may take to
heart the instructions that are given in .
this Conference, and carry them to our
homes, that this Conference may be’
the means of refreshing wus, as our,
| Conferences always do, to cause us to
-be a more ™Moral people. a better peo-
ple in every respect: which may God
grant, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

ROBINSON CRUSOE'S DESERT LAND

(Copyrighted, 1898, by Frank G. Car-
penter.)

Valparaiso, Chile, Aug. 19, 1898 —
Robinson Crusoe's igsland I8 to be col-
onized. The government of Chile has
i just adopted resolutfons to that effect
and by the time this letter shall have
been published an Inspector will have
been appointed and in all probabillity
a number of new Inhabitants will have
been carried to the island of Juan Fer-
nandez, Within the past few weeks
the president of Chile has vislted this
island on a tour of inspection, and both
himseit and his officials report that It
can be made of great value to the
country. It has been decided to give
each settler a house and s certain

what

y ings

amount of land, and the !dea is to make
a large fishing colony there. The cod-

Juan Fernandez

They swarm about itz shores, and, in
connection with lobsters and other
shellAsh, might form the basis of g
great industry. There are also many
seals, walruses and other marine ani-
mals jn the waters near by, and the
mainland has in its woods many wild
goats, wlld sheep and wild mules.
There are parts of the island which are
very fertlle and it is thought that they
can really be made a valuable property.

The islan@ of Juan Fernandez lies
Just about 400 miles west of Valparalso,
in the South PacifAc ocean. It can
only be reached by speclal steamers,
which make excurslons there once or
twice a vear, and it will not be posslhle
for rne to visit it at thls time. I have,
however, met members of the presi-
dent's party who have just returned,
4nd have also had the assistance of
Mr. Spencer of Santlago, an American
photographer, who accompanled the ex-
pedition, and from whose photographs
this article i1s fillustrated. Before I
describe the island ag it I in this vear
of our Lord 1898, let me tell you some-
thing of its history, and how it came
to be the inspiration for that wonderful
tale of Robinson Crusce. The story,
dates back to 1704, almost two hun-
dred years. Al that time as English
thip of nlmety tons, known an the
Cinque Ports, was saillng through the
South Pacific ocean. Upon her was thy
fArst real Robinson Crusce. He vw=q a
Scotchman, named Alexapder Selkirk.
He wasg the sajling master of the ship,
but for some reason or other fell out
with the captain, and ome story is +kat
he headed a mutiny and was given the
choice of being hanged at the yardarm
or of being placed on tMls desert island
of Juan Fernandez. He accepted the
latter alternative, and, with a small
supply of provisions, he was landed in
is now called Cumberland bay.
Thls was in September, 1704. He lived
there for four years and four months,
when the English privateer Duke was
attracted by hils watch Are and came
to anchor at the sland and carried him
home to IEngland.

During his stay Selkirk had many of
the adventures deserlbed in De Foe's
book, although De Foe having a bet-
ter knowledge of the islands north of
Brazil in the Qaribbean sea has made
mueh of his story correspond to these
In itz descriptions of scenery, products
aud climates. The skeleton or plan of
De TFoe's story was undoubtedly
sBuggested by Selkirk’'s adventures,
and you can almost trace
poor Roblnson Crusoce's wander-
in the story of Selkirk and
Juan Feroandez. In the first place, the
terrors which assaulted Selkirk when
he found himself all aionme on this wild
spot were the same a8 those of Cru-
soe. He wished for a time that he had
chosen to be hanged rather than have
come ashore. I dgn't kpow about the
finding of the foot-prints in the sand,
but shortly after Selkirk came an In-
dilan was lost in the woods, having
landed with a party which Selkirk did
prot gee. This Indlan he adopted and
his story <concerning him was the
foundation of Robinson Crusoe’'s man
Fridey, You remember the hursery
rhyme as to how Robinson Crusoe was
dressed:

“Poor old Robinson Crusoel Poor old
Roblnson Crusoce!

He made hdm & coat of an old Nanny
Goat.

I Wonder how he could do so.”

Well, when Selkirk wag found, ac-
cording to the narrative of Captaln
Re¢dgers, who took him to Englana,
'he was clad In goat skins and was
tunning about as though crazy He
had built a filre upon what |s now

. known on the Island ag Robinson Cru~
fish which are caught off the shores of | soe’s Lookout, and had
are especlally flpe. attracted the ship’s

in thls way

attention. Tyls



