AMERICAN JOURNALISM.

IN Good Form for May there is a
very Interesting article *‘On the Crea-
tion of Newspapere,” It relates en-
tirely to the press in America, and
shows in what manner the creation of
rewspapers here differed ' from the

same work In Europe. Though the
newsgpaper was virtually originally an
importation, yet it is in this country it
has attalned ite fullest development.
Both in Europe and bere the manus-
cript “‘news-letter’” preceded the
rinted sheet. Nine such letters wri-
en by John Camphgll in 1708 are atill
in existence, ’ o

The first newspaper printed o
America lived but one day, and only
one copy of the issde is known to have
been preserved. It was entitled ‘“Pub-
lic Occurrences,”’ and was published in
Boston, Thursday, SBeptember 25, 1690,
about seventy years after the landing
on Plymouth Rock and two ,hundred
apd fifty after the invention of * print-
fog. The colonial authoritles immedi-
ately noticed it, ordered ila suppres-
sion, and strictly forbade “‘anything
in print without license firet ebtained
from those appuinted Ly the Govern-
ment lo grant the same.”? Among ite
principal news items were a suicide, a
fire, n smallpox epidemio, and matters
concerning trade. There were no ed-
jtoriale, no commeunts, and no head-
lizes.

In 1703 John Campbell issued nine
manuscript news-letters. The de.
mand for these satlefied Ltm that
# newspaper venture would pay. He
tpsued the first printed copy of his
Boston News Lelter, April 24,1704. As
snoounced in that issue, the editor
gald that he was **thirteen months be-
hind in giving the newsfrom Iurope.”

The l%cwll Letter though without a
rival for fifteen years, was not a finan-
clal success. Mr. Campbell spoke M-
gubriously to indolent rukscribers, but
they heeded him not. However, when
the Gazeile appeared December 21,
1719, he Jdid not like it. Then coni-
menced the first newspaper war in the
history of thie continent. Mr. Camp-
bell said: *I pity the readers of the
new paper; its sheet smells stronger of
beer than of midnight ofl. It is mot
reading fit for the people.””

Philadelphia came next, with =a
newspaper {no 1721, and Boston
started its third paper under the Frank-
lins. Boston now had (hree papers,
and the latest Courant{ wns the most
aggresaive, James Franklin, its pub-
lisher, wae edjoined from printing it,
and his young brother Ben took the
tripod. But ptrange to pay it was war
that made thore newspapers flourish.
The News Lelter, which for fifteen
years languished alone, amounted to
nothing until ite war on the Gazc e,

Then the Courani{ opened on all,
taking in the presehers for fun. The
result was that a!ll flourished, and the
News-Litter Hved veveniy-two years.

This shows that American journal-
ispn was born in belligerency, and etill
maintainsits chlef characteristic.

A 350,000 monument te Columbur,
designed by soculptor Howard Kretse-
mar of Chieago, will be erected in Lake
Front park, which has heen termed
the “Gateway to the Exposition.'’
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FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES.

THE proposition of Professor Mills-
paugh to the Board ot Eduecation, to
supply echool books to pupila free of

charge,we conelder a good one in view
of the free school pollcy adopted in
thip Territory. If free tuition Is tu be
imparted, why not make it really and
completely free? The echool law pro-
vides that!

"Necossary text books and supplies
may be furnished by the school board
free of charge to indigent pupils.”

This I8 a benevolent provieivn, but in
most cases would be rather distasteful
to parents who received its benefita
And it doea not fully meet the neces-
sities of general education.It applies to
school districts generally. But that is
a special provision in regard to sohools
in citles of the first and second ciass,
v;]?luh fully covers the ground. [t is
this:

"3¢0. 117. The board’ of education in
said clty shall have power and asuthority
to * # % purohase, sxchange, repalr
and improve the school aﬁparntus,bookn,
furnlture, fixtures #nd all othor school
supplies in said schools; supply and loan
to pupils in the several grades and de:
partments of sald schools free of charge
nll toxt books and suppliea usod by pu-
plle of enid schools, ete.”

The power to do this is, therefore be-
yond legal question. [t only remains to
determine upon the propriety of itz exer-
clze. The committee on school work have
the matter under consideration. There
are many good reasons given by Super-
Intendent Millspaugh it pupport of his
suggestion. Unlformity In text books,
it is conceded, im eminently desirable.
If ihe Looks are purchased and suF-
plied hy the board this would

be fully secured. The expense
would certalnly be less than
by  individual purchase. There

would be greater probability of care

thelr preservation than now. Books
are often lpst in conveyance to and
from the homes of pupile. They are
also discarded when the student ad.
vanceeto a highergrade and are often
cast aside as useless. If kept at school,
as the property of the district, they
would be better preserved and they
could be used by beginners In the lower
grades. Tke cost to the taxpayers
would be but nominal compared with
the present outlay. According to the
detailed estimate made by the Super-
intendent, about $11,000 wou!d cover
the entire cost for present supplies for
the whole city. This, inciuded in the
general tax, would ecarcely be felt by
1the public.

The subject will no doubt receive
due e¢onsideration, and we should
think, viewing the matter both from an
economicnl and ap educational stand-
point, it will be favered br the com-
mittee. It has been tried elrewhere:
with excellent reaulte, and we believe
it would prove beneficinl in this eity

A glaes punch bowl, made by the
glnes-blowera of Cork in 1825, and
presented to Daniel O’Connell, the
famous Irish patriot, will appear in
the exhibit from Cork. One side of
the bowl hears O’Connell’a initials
and the ofher & representation of

THE CHINESE QUESTION.

No menpure that has lately been egn-
acted by Congress has caused such in-
tense public interest as the Chinese
excluslon bill. We give it apace to-
day, that our readers may be made
conversant with its character. It iw

not to be wondered at that it provoked
strong opposition on the part of zome
of the ablest statesmen in the country.
Bome of Ita features are invasive of
eatablished principles. Had It not
been for the unpopularity of the glass
of people agalnst whom It is aimed

it ia doubtiul whether it woul

have become Iaw. We  doubt
it any cleur-headed nman who
comprehends the nature of our
institutions would seriously claim that
the measure i8 not conatitutionally de-
fective, It can hardly be held conaist-
ently that principle had as much to do
with its enactment as expediency.

A careful perusal of the ast will
show that it invades a principle of Iaw
long recognized in elvilized countries,
in relation to the rights of accused per-
sonf. Conviction must be based on
evidence produced by the accuser, the
burden of proof being necessarily laid
upon that side of = case. Under this
statute the position is reversed. A
Chinamnn accused of a breach of the
excluaion statutes must prove that he
has not violated the law. Bhould he
fail to establish his fnnocence, the pen-
alty is inflicted. i

Unusual conditlons and restrictions
are placed upon the operalion of the
habeascorpus nct.

One of the most notable character-
intles of the new law is that it clrssi-
fiee Chinamefi. Laborers of that
nationality who are feund in this
country without certificates showing
them entitled to remain, must prove
that they have been unable to procure
documents of that character,/rom some
unavoidable cause, otherwlse the
penally of the statutewill be inflicted.,
Chinamen who are not laborers are to
be treated in a more gingerly wap,
The reason for this distinction and
‘‘inequality before the Iaw,” ia
probably becausze those who are not
workmen are not quite so objectlon.
able, from a popular stand point.

One of the features which brought
out speclial oppositlon during the de-
batcs in (ongrese, was that portlon of
the law which gives remarkably wide
discretion to the Becretary of the
Treasury. If thls part of the statute I
closely scanned it will be seen to he
indeed remarkable. It is understood
that the ‘‘such other descriptions’’ of
the holders of cersificates refers to the
attaching of their pertraits to the
doocumen!s, Some of the opponenta of
the bill, while it was pending, insisted
that no class of people had ever heen
thus treated except elaves and
convioin.

Thata fuller understanding might be
had of the nature of thls legislation,
what is known as the Scott law of 1888,
Ja given apace In connpection with the
-measure recently formulated. It was
supplementary to tbe original law (that
of 1888) and both of them would have
expired this year, but they are re-
ensoted by the latest law. A strenuous
effort was made by the opponents of
the new legialntion to have the ®Ecott

Cork, as It then existed,

supplementary nect remain buried. The



