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gvery full organized branch or
stake, 8 registry of marriages, births

and deaths, free for the inspection
of all members, and for their bene-
fit.

gec. 5. And be it further ordain-

¢d, that the Presidency of said
shurch shall fill all the vacancies
of the Assistant Trustees, necessary
to be filled, until superseded by the
waference of said chureh.

Bec. 6. Be it further enacted,
{hat no Assistant Trustee or Trus-
tees shall transact business in rela-
tion to buying, selling or otherwise

disposing of chureh property, with-

nance with which the State had | They bad already given ample

nothing whatever to do.” The vir-
tue of a law, therefore, that repeals
that which has no existence, like

the wisdom of some who helped to |

pass it, may be represented by a
cipher,
The Puritanical fanatics of the

bonds as Executors, and some of
the plaintiffs in this case were sure-
ties on the bond of one of their
number, and they felt that to give
new bonds, under the circumstan-
ces, would be a blunder. Feeling,
therefore,that prineiple was involv-

he had been shot once the whole | nests, besidea appropriate editorial
party fired upon him, and his|thoughts, remarks on the death of
head and neck were literally rid- | Elder Joseph Standing, and scien-
died. There is no doubt that there | tific and musical contributions. Al-
were personal motives back of this|together the preten issue is one of
determined hostility to the Mor-|the best nambers we have seen,

mons, and thal the men who stood | w0 g.0 Pearo.—Flder W. G.
up against their advance Wele|m..;, of Sun Pedro, Pima County,

country had been urging Congress | ed in the case,they preferred to sub-
to put down pelygamy in Utah,and | mit to Judge Boreman’s iniquitous
this bill was passed to appease the | decision, and go to prison, rather
clamor. Like otheranti-**Mormon” |than give the bona which the
measures framed by scheming bi- | plaintiil’s attorneys would be will-

| standing up in defence of families,

gots oatside of Congress, it was |log to accept.

placed in the hands of some mem-
ber who, in all probability, never

out the consent or approval of the | examined our statutes, but was in

Trustee-in-Trust of said church.
Approved Feb. 8th, 1851.”

Following is section 2 of the anti-
polygamy Act, approved July 1lst,
1862.

‘See. 2. And be il further en-
acted, That the following ordin-
soce of the provisional government
of the State of Deseret, so-called
pamely: ‘An ordinance incorporat-
ing the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Baints,’passed February
8, in the year 185], and adopted, re-
snacted, and made wvalid by the
@overnor and Legislative Assembly
of the Territory of Utah by an act
passed January 19, in the year 1855
entitled “An Act in relation to the
compilation and revision of the
laws and resolutions in forece ino
Utah Territory, their publication
and distributfon,” and all other acts
and parts of acts heretofore passed
by the said Legislative Assembly of
the Territory of Utah, which estab-

lish, support., maintain, shield, or| PO

wintenance polygamy, be,and the

gme hereby are, disapproved an

sanailed: Provided, That this act!the United States during

shall be so limited and construed as
pot to affect or interfere with the
right of property legally acquired
under the ordinance heretofore
mentioned, nor with the ‘right to

worship God according to the die-| P

tates of conscience,” but only to
annul all acts and laws which es-
tablish, maintain, protect or coun-
lenance the practice of polygamy,
gvasively called spiritual marriage,
however disguised by legal or eccle-
siastical solemnities, sacraments,
ceremonies, consecrations or other
contrivanees.”

It will be perceived that the first
part of this section aims at the re-
peal of the above Ordinance. But
& provigo is inserted - which limits
the repeal and defioes how it is to
be construed. In the first place
thia Ordinence and all ofher
acts and parts of acts in
force in Utah, that “‘establish, sup-
pott, maintain, shield or counten-
ance polygamy’’ are annulled. But
there is nothing in the Ordinance
which mentions polygamy. The
power to “‘solemnize marriage’ is
claimed in section 3, but only *“in
common with all eivil and religi-
ous communities.” The proviso in
the repealing section limits its ap-
plication to acts and laws which
establish or countenance the prac-
tice of polygamy, and declares that
it is to be construed only in this
manner. Any other construction,
therefore, is contrary to_the inten-
tions of the framers of the
law, the object of which was to
suppress  polygamy, not te
interefere with the rights of
property or of worshipping God. If
there is any part of the O:idinance
which establishes, supports, main-
lains, shields or protects the prac-
tice of polygamy, this Act repeals
it, the rest remains valid and in-
fact, or the proviso is without
meaniog.

We claim that there is nothing
in the ordinance relating to the
practice of polygamy, and that
therefore it is all unrepealed. This
seems to have been the understand-
ing of the Governor and Legislatiye
Assembly of the Territory at the
last iegislative session, when it was
smbodied in the Compiled Laws of
Utah, approved and adopted by
statute, which was signed by
lhe Governor Feb. 22, 1878, (See
Laws of Utah, p. 26.) It may be
asked, why then was the repealing
secition passed by Congress, and
what virtue has it? We answer,

It is evident that our national law- |

makers were under the false im-
pression, as many otherwise well-

informed persons are to-day, thatin |

4 | hold real estate in any Territory

almost as great ignorance ef **Mor-
mon’ affairs as many editors who
undertake to write upon them., It
was put through without due con-
sideration, and was neversigned by
the President, the lamented Lin-
coln declining to put his signature
to such a mass of intolerance and
infamy. It became a law by de-

| fault of a formal veto.

We call it infamous, because it
was designed especially against an
establishment of religion, to ham-
per, obstruct and if possible de-
stroy the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints., Its first section
is well known; it declares in eflect

’ | that plural marriage is bigamy, and

imposes a8 maximum penalty of
$500 fine and five years Imprison-
ment. Its second section is given
?buv-. Following is the third and
ast:

And be it further enacled, That
it shall not be lawful for any cor-
ration or association for religious
or charitable purposes to acquire u;
o
the ex-
istence of the territorial govern-
ment of a greater value than fifty
thousand dollars; and all real estate
acquired or held by any such corpo-
ration or association coutrary to the
rovisions of this act shall be for-
feited and escheat to the United
States: Provided, That existing
vested rights in real estate shall not
be impaired by the provisions of
this section.”

This section, unjust, impolitie
and unconstitutional as we believe
it 18, implies the continued exist-
ence of the Corporation, part of
whose'supposed powers the previous
| section was designed to annul, And
that the Corpo

ration itself was not
|uunaidemd to be destroyed by this
Act, is evident from the provieo
that its powers to hold the proper-
ty previously acquired was not to
Dé allecied. Bupposing that there
is anything in the Ordinance of in-
corporation which countenances
polygamy, and is therefore annul-
led,theCorporation itself is left alive
with the right of property it bad

God according to its own rites and
ceremonies. Under a striet con-
straction of the Act, governed by
its own limits and constroed ac-
cording to its own specified rule,
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat~
ter-day Saints retained the right to
sue and be sued as a body corpo-
rate, to personal property to
any asmount,to bhold and occupy real
estate to the value of $50,000, to
establish and regulate worship, to
elect a Trustee and Assistant
Trustees in Trust, and do all
other things provided for in the
Ordinance exceptingonly anything
that may be found therein which
provides for the practice of poly-
gamy. Thisis how we understand
the law, this we are confident will
be generally taken as the common
sense view,and this we believe
will be sustained by competent au-
thority when it is brought to a
thorough judicial test.
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AN UNEXAMPLED OFFER.

STATEMENTS have been circulated
to the effect that the Executors of
the Will of the late President
Brigham Young, now imprisoned
in the Penitentiary; could not

raise the bond necessary to keep
them outof prison; other stale-
ments have gone the rounds to the
eflect that the Executors could
pnot be confident they had done
right in the management of the
trust confided to them, or they

Utah polygamy was established and
Etautad by legislative enactments,

, the repealing section speaks of
“all other acts and parts of acts

passed by the Legislative Assembly
which establish polygamy,” while
the truth is that our Legislative
Assembly never passed any Act or
rt of an Act relating te polygs-
¥, and the position of the Latter-
iulys-mm hasalways been that plu-
marriage is purely a Chureh ordi-

would have no hesitation in giving
a bond, Neither of these state-
ments is correct. It was not for a
lack of confidence in the justice of
their case, nor for their inability to
se¢cure the bonds asked for by the
plaintiffs’ attorneys—9$150,000—that
the Kxecutors did net give bonds;
but becguse they viewed the sen-
tence ?l imprisonment as illegal,
outrageous and cruel, and designed
for the purpose of **ecinching” them,

legally acquired.and of worshipping | 8

Asan evidence of the feeling out-
gide of the Territory upen this sub-
ject, we are permitted to give the
copy of a note received yesterday by
one of the Executors, Hon.Geo. Q.
Cannon, from an eminent gentle-
man, not a Mormon. Accompany-
ing a very sympathetic letier, he
sent the following note:

¢ , Aug. 8, 1879.
% Hon. Geo. Q. Cannon,

“Dear Bir:
“I will be your Bail for
$150,000, if your Court will accept of
me,

¢‘Respectfally,
““Your obedient serv’{.”

Were we to give the name of the
writer, it would be a sufficient
guaranty as to his ability to give
such a bond. He is a gentleman of
influence and wealth, and it must
ve very gratifying to the Execators
o have such a spontaneous and
liberal offer; for we understand
there has been no correzpondence
between the writer of the above
offer and any of the Executors upon
this subject.
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DEFAMERS OF THE DEAD.
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WE publish in this issue an article
from the Atlanta, Georgia, Conetli-
tution in regard to the murder of
Elder Btanding and the coadition
of ailairs in the region of country

where the tragedy occurred, We
have omitted from the article, as
anpecessary to repeat, an editorial
from the DESERET NEWS which the
Conegtitution copied in connection
with it. The substance of what we
have clipped appears in the New
York Herald as original correspon-
dence from Dalton, Georgia, much
of it being reproduced verbatim.
The Herald writer says, further:;

“I asked Judge Samuel Hawkine,
of Chatooga, if they had made any

pragress in his county.
““Ohb, yes,” eaid he, “‘They bave

their followers, though principally
in one side of the county. They
have gseat out a good many and
have a good many left. They are
radually gaining ground.’’

“Is it a low class of people that
have joined them?”

“‘Generally they are; and yet in
my county they have some inteili
genﬁ well to do people.”’ _

““Have they ever been annoyed
by the unbelievers?”’

“Not thatI know of. They have
preached in the Court House in my
town, also in Rome, and, in fact,
preily much over our whole sec-
tion. I never heard of their having
trouble. You see they are very par-
ticular, They do not talk about
polygamy. 1 asked one of them
once if polygamy was part of his
creed. He replied—*‘\We have our
own views of marriage, you have
yours. We shall not disturb yours;
you ought not to}distarb ours.” I
bave heard, of course that the
elders were licentious and im-
moral. All sorts of tales were told
about them; but I never knew of a
case where they debauched even
one of their femaleconverts. They
were always intimate with the
families of the Saints, but I never
Enew positively of their having
wrong relations with any of the
women. They bave always struck
me as being smart, shifty, deter-
mined men, bent upon their work
of proselyting.”

The following is added by the
Herald co
the assault upon Elders Standing |
and Clawson:

“On the night after their arrival
they were arrested, insulted and
ordered to leave the neighborhood
instantly, It being discovered the
next day that they were still on
hand, the mob was formed for the
purpose of whipping them. It is

——

ndent in regard to|

not believed that there was any ia-
tention of killing them, The plan
was to strip them, tie them to a
tree and dress them down with
bickory limbs. Standing’s feolhard-
iness in picking op a pistol that
bad been carelessly laid down, and
threatening the whole party with
it, was the cause of his death, After

whose harmony and existence was
threatened by the teachings and

the persuasions of these men. H

The field in Georgia so long
fought over and now stained with
the bleod of a ‘martyr,” as they call
him, is not to be abandoned. This
act of violence has only doubled

Arizona, called on us the otheér day.
He spcge in very favorable terms
of the country in which he is at
present located, its naturil advan-
tages predicting for it a promising
future. The settlement at present

| consisted of about 60 persons, but

there was room for many more.

the energies of those Elders re-
maining, and stiffened the bacRs of
the local “Saints. "’

| Some farming was practiced, but
the most important occupation was
Igrazing, there being green meadows

the year around., Facilities for

The Constifution says editori-
ally:

““The last exhibition of mob vio-
lence in Georgia, the killing of Jo-
seph Standing, the Mormon, was
absolutely and utterly without ex-
cuse,and should be condemned and
punished.”

We have published these quota-
tions in vindication of the charac-
ter of Brother Standing, which
some very *‘Christian’’ persons are
endeavoring to asperse in order to
find an excuse for the cowardly
¢rime, and that due credit may be
given to Judge Hawkins and others
who would not bear false witness
against the champions of an unpo-
pular creed, but spoke the truth
concerning them without regard
to the prejudice of the multitude,

It is useless for dirty-minded hyp-
ocrites to endeavor te insinuate
evil against the martyred Elder.
His ¢haracter was above reproach.
[t is of no avail to impute to him
the practices of the numerous Lo-
tharios of their own religious socie-
ties. There iz no ground in our
missionary field for the scandals
common smong them. Itisin vain
that they try to lessen the burden
of the assassin’s guilt in any de-
gree by reference to the propagation
of polygamy. Theevidence shows
that our  missionaries simply
preached the first principles of the
gospel, and interfered In Do way
with the social customs of the peo-

ple among whom they labored. |

Falsehoods concocted by vile men
and adopted by silly women in this
city have been circulated in the
districts where oar Elders have
preacbed the gospel, they have
been taken up and repeated by
Methodist, Presbyterian and Bap-
tist bigots of those regions, and the
raqalt hod bean that the woret pas-
sions of the worst people have been
stirred up, with one cold-blooded,
inexcusable murder and the whip-
ping and maltreatment of half a
dozen old men and women as the
consequences, This is the sum of
the success of these *““Christian”’
efforte, so far. Let the real instiga-
tors of this moboeracy look on their
work and take all the satisfaction
their pious souls can derive there-
from.

We ’consider every man or wo-
man who seeks to palliate these
crimes, a murderer at heart. And
all who have aided in bringing
about the sitate of feeling which has
produced these results, are, in the
eyes of heaven, spattered with the
blood of innocence. There remains
for them a just judgment from
which they cannot escape, and
every dastardly attempt to be-
smirch the name of the murdered
missionary only exhibits the filthi-
nees of their nature, intensifies the
wickedness of their course, and
brands them as despicabje defamers
of the dead,
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Local and Other Ifatters
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On the Islands.—The ianumer-
able friends of Bister Zina Young
will ke pleased to hear that she and
her companion, Miss Busa Young,
reached Honolulu on the 14th of
July. Their journey across the
Pacific was pleasant, the weather
during the passage being favorable,

Diphtheria.~An infermant states
that there have been twenty-four
deaths from diphtheria in Draper,
during the past few mmonths, where-
as in the previous twenty-two|
years there was comparatively no
sickness of any kind,

The'same dreadful disease is re-
ported a3 causiog many deaths in
Nephl and other adjacent settle-
ments,

dairying were excellent, and the
place was near to Charleston, a
mining tewn, whereall kinds of
produce met a ready demand. A
saw mill was among the industries
of thesettlement also. Timberand
water were abundant. President
P. C. Merrill was the presiding offi-
| cer of the place.

Elder Trejo, who intends leaving
for the Soutbern Mission shortly
after the October Conference, will
remain in Salt Lake until then and
in the meantime wishes to obtain
pupils in tbhe Bpanish lapguage,
his native tongue. Allwho are de-
girous of studying Bpanish, may
communicate with him, care of
this office, RE:

Another Step.— The Eupremse
Court met -this afternocon at two
o’clock pursnant to adjournment.
On the bench were Chief Justice
Hunter and A:sociate Justice Em-
erson. The fcrmer read the follow-
inf order: '

n the matter of the application
of Geo. Q. Cannon et al,, for the
issuance of a writ of ecrtiorars,

We bave concluded to giant the
writ without, however, staying the
proceedings in the matter to be re--
viewed. _

By doing this, the parties will be-
enabled to bring the matter up to.
be more fully argued than could be.
on the formal application and be--.
fore a full bench,

Judge Boreman who made the:-
order against the applicanta
not being present, and it being de-
sired that he should be present ab
the hearing, furtber hearing will
be postpuned until Friday, the 22d
day of August, at 10.0’clock 8. m.

The Court suggests to the coun-
sel for the applicants,that in order to
save time, they prepare and assign
their errors upon the record and
serve a copy of the same upon the
other side,

Judge Bennett, of counsel for the
executors, immediately filed the
assignment of error, and the court
adjourned until next Friday,

Woman’s Work.—Sister 8, M,
Kimball furnishes us with the fol-
lowing report of her visit north
with Sisters Snow,Horne and Hey-
wood;

We left SBalt Lake City on the
7th of July, visited Smithfield and
Hyde Park in Cache County, and
passed through Logan Cafion into
Bear Lake SBtake, where we visited
all the seltlemenis except Ran-
dolph and Woodrufl, and found the
organizations of the Stake unex-
ceptionably complete. Met with
the Relief Society’s fisst annual con-
ference of the Stake at Paris, Jul
17¢h and 18th, where we were grati-
fied to meet many efficient co-la-
borers, among whom we would
make henorable mention of Mre,
Julia Lindsey, Stake president of
the Relief Bociety and Mrs, Nancy
Pugmire, president of the Young
Ladies Improvement Assoeiation.
The eonference was largely attend-
ed and the various organizations
ably represented,

We are wunder obligations to
Apostle Rich, Prest. Hart, Bishop
Pugmire and indeed to officlals and
friends innumerable, for kindnesses
extended to us by the way. Thence
we proceeded fo Soda Bprings,
where we spent 13 days testing the
qualities of the wvarious mineral
springs and vigiting the numerous .
attractions in the immediate vicin-
ity of this interesting region. Here .
in parenthesis let me eay that a
few thrifty families are much need-
ed to belp improve and beaulify
this favorite resort, which is vearly
becoming better understood and
more highly appreciated,

Our home rovte lay through Gen-
tile or Mound Valley to Oxford and -
Clifton, then home by the cars;,
having been absent five weeks, at-

Juvenile Instructor.— No. 16 of
this excellent paper comes to hand
fresh from the prese, It contains
articles on Biblical subjects, an in-
teresting illustated paper on birdy’

ten 40 meetings, and traveled
450 miles anG learned that there is
a Jarge field for intelligent women.
Our northern trip and the friends .
we met with will be longand plea-.
santly remembered, o <



