THE DESERET WEEELY.
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dark, the train was wrecked, several
cars were smashed to pleces, the en-
gineer was kllled, some of the passen-
gers had bones broken, but he escaped
unhurt. October 5, 1846, when with the
camp of the Saints on the west bank of
the Missourl river, While cutting some
timber,he was erushed by a falling tree,
his breast bone and three ribs on the
laeft slde were broken, hls left arm, hip
and thigh were badly brulsed, and he
was Interpally injured, yet he rode
two and a half miles over
a rough road and was then carrled to
his wagon, when President Brigham
Young and his counselors lald hands
upon him and rebuked his pain. -Ha
had no physlcian, was able to walk In
twenty days, and in thirty days from
the time he was hurt he was able to
work again. On the 21st of Aprit, 1836,
while helping to move an ox that had
djed from poison and had been skinned,
his arm was inocculated with the virus,
and seven days afterward he began to
swell, and his whole system appeared
to he Impregnated with the poison.
President Young Administered to him
and promised him he should recover
and live to finish the work appointed
to him on eartll. He subsequently re-
covered, although dead flesh had to be
removed from his arm wlth Ibstru-
ments and lunar caustlc.
. Notwithstanding all these sufferings,
President Woodruff was a hale,vigorous
and active man up to the time of hiy
demise, When younger, he was able to
whik forty or fifty miles a day, and In
one case walked sixty mlles. He at-
tended regularly to his officlal duties,
spending nearly every day at his office,
meeting with his agsocintes In the min-
jstry and with thc directors of a num-
ber of associations with which he was
connected, and untll recently worked
oceaslonally on his farm or in his gar-
den. He was in the full possession of
his faculties. He was of medium height,
with a well set figure and of qulek and
active hablts. He hda always been
strietly temperate, and had profound
faith in the providence of God, and In
the principles of the Church over whieh
he presided, He possessed the confi-
dence and estecem, not only of the Lat-
ter-day Baints, but of nll classes of peo-
ple who differed wlith him in faith, but
who had become acquainted with his

sterling honesty and integrity, slm-
plicity of manners, unostentatious
1fe and faithful adherence to his

sincere convictions. He was one of the
remarkahle figures ln the ciosing acenes
of the most remarkabte eentury In the
history of the world.

Arrival of the Body,

At the Rio Grande Western depot
Monday morning, there was a subdued
and saddened assemblage, waiting for
the spectal train which had been ten-
dered to President Joseph F. Bmith by

the officlals of the Rio Grande Weste\'n|

road, to carry himsel? and the family
of the deceased President Wllford
Woodruff and other frlends to meet the
train that was bearing the remains of
the dead President back to the people
he loved so well and who in turn loved
and respected him s0 much.

The party that bhoarded the traln
whieh started northward uat 5:30 a, m.
had jn it several of the sons and daugh-
ters and other near relatlves of Presi-
dent Woodruff, besides all of the Apos-
tles who were In the elty, and Included
President Joseph F. Bmith, President
Iorenzo Snow, Apostles Franklin D.
Richards. Brigham Young, Heber J.

Grant, Anthon H. Lund and George bladder troubles,but still remained ae-|ajmost an unirodden wilderness.

Teagdale; Elders Joseph E. Taylor and

agent, and D. 8. Spencer, of the Oregon
Bhort Line.

When the speclal funeral car reached
Ogden the party acecompanying the re-l
mains, conslsting of President Geo. Q.
Cannon and Mrs, Cannon, Col. Isanac|
Trumbo, Bishop and Mrs. Clawson,
Joseéph J. Daynes Jr., and Asahel H.
Woodrufl, folned the home party, and!
started for this city, reaching here at
$:30. At Ogden and all along the line
to the clty large crowds had gathered.
at the depots and with bared heads and
tearful eyes bore reverence to the loved
dead. At the Rio Grande depot here a
throng was walitlng the train, and amid
silence deep, impressive and respectful.
the casket wns transferred to the
hearse, the procession was formed and
all that was mortal of the honored
lender was taken to Woodrufl WVilla,
tt;'e home he had left so short\a time
ago.

The President's Last Hours.

It will be welcome news to the people
of Utah, and to many elsewhere that
Presldent Woodruff's last hours upon
eartily were painiless and peaceful and
that his passing away was as unruffled
as a summer's dream. He simply slept|
away Into the sleep of death without!
a movement or struggle of any kind. |

Regarding his condlition before death
Presldent Cannon sajd to a “News”
representative Monday: "During his
stay in San Francisco President
Woodruff slept and rested well and ate|
with a growing appetlte. He gave not
the slightest indlcation of allment and
in fact was not ailing at all. On Mon-
day, a week ago today, we were out
riding ln the park together and he was
particularly talkatlve and cheerful, so!
much so that I made special note of |t '
On Tuesday he dld not go out but felt
well. Wednpeaday morning he wrote let-
ters and made entries in his daily
diary, but did not feel well and was
somewhat uneasy. On Thursday his
condition was ijess favorable and he
commenced to grow more apprehensive,
About 2 o’ecloek in the afternoon he
became very bad and at that time
uttered his last coherent words. He had
been told that I was present and he
sald, 'Yes, I ¢can see him.” He also said
something about his son Asahel whom
he expressed a desire to see.

Dy, Winslow Anderson, formerly of
S8alt Lake, Dr Buckley and Dr. Me-
Mutt, a famous specialist were In ot-
tendance and declared his condition to
he very critleal. After 6 p. m. Thurs-
day he was in a state of coma up to the
time of his death. At 12 o'clock mid-
night I saw him and he was sleeping
as peacefully and quletly as possible
and hie face wore a very pleasant ex-
pression. I felt his pulse and it gradu-
ally grew weaker and weaker until it
cenased to beat. His body was warm
almost to the last, The end ecame Fri-
day morning at 6:40 without a strug- |
Ig!e of any kind.” |

Tulk on His Own Life and People.

l %an Tranciseo Chronicle: Wliford ,
Woodruft, President of the Mormon
Chureh, dled at the regldence of Colonel
Isaae Trumbo shortly after 7 o'eclock |
_yedaterday morning,

He dled surrounded by every comfort
that loving hands oould provide, while
close beslde him were his wlite and hia)
o0ld frlends, George €. Cannon Presi-

| dent and eounselor in the Churech, and
Blghop Hiram B. Clawson, who, with
their wives, were sojourning In the |
. same hospitable home.

President

| tfime been sufferfng from kidney ana;

tive and though in hls ninety-second

Woodruff had for :mma.ﬂa

Francisco and take a Mttle hollday, hs
seized upon the idea with a boy’'s en-
thugiasm,and Immediately began prep-
arations for the journey, telling all his
friends that he was going off for a va-
cation. He wag a very hard worker,and
every check paid out in the great Mor-
mon eco-operative industrial organlza-
tion had to pass through his hands. He
told his attending physiclan here that
on the day before he left he signed S00
checks. TYet he stood the journey well
and greatly enjoyed the change. At a
dinner given In his honor at the rooms .
of the Bohemian elub the other night,
of which no man under 50 was ler-
mitted to partake and where Gaorgs
Bromley, Dr. Behr and othet octogena-
rlaps of local note were assembled,
Elder Woodruff was voted the smartest
of the party. The day before he died
he was talklng of zoing out fishing,

On Thursday night he complalned of
feeling 111, and Dr. Winslow Anderson,
his physician, called in Drs. MeNutt
and Buckley In consultation, and de-
clded that there was little hope that he
would see another dawn. He passed
away like a child In his sleep, when the
morning light was breaking. .

It so chances that the Chronlcle
possesses President Woodruff's own
story of his life, recounted in this city
on the 15th of August.the day following
his arrival, and characterized by the
vigorous, plain old Saxon which always
marked the old@ man’s speech.

“] was born in Farmington, Conn., on
the 1st day of March, 1307, and you
migh: =ay that I went thr.‘rugh. the
war of 1812 as a boy. You sce, I'm &
Yankes—a fullblooded yankee!'' The
o0ld man‘'s vioce rang with none#3t pride
as he nai forth this clahim. “I am a
millar by trade, and my father and hls
father and grandfather before him were
millers. All of my ancestors TweTa
strong laboring men. My mother died
when I was a boy of fourteén, but I
had a good step-mother—=a good woman
she was and gave an own mother's
care. We had some odd names In our
family. My grandfather was Aphek
Wiodruff: my father's name Was Ei-
dad, There were three boys of us, and
{n 1830 we went to York state and set-
tled In Oswego coumty. I joined the
Mormons there and was baptized in
1833. My father and brothers werea with
me |n the church. When the Mormons
were driven out of Nauvoo we wera
among the exlles. I took father to the
winter quarters on the Missourl river;
he was just 78 then; and I went on to
Utah, arrivipg on the site of the pres-
ent Sait l.ake City In company with
Brigham Young, and I stood by his
side when Sam Branhan attempted to
persuade him ‘0 come on ta Callfornla,
and when he drove his cane into the
ground and declared that he would
pujld & ety and a temple there, And
he @id It and lived to lay the tempile's
corner stonet”

The aged man salid -that he had never
seen cause bo reget his conversion to
¢he Mormon faith, He was an ardent
admirer and friend of Brigham Young,
saying:

“we had a great leader; one of the
gtrongest men the world has ever pro-
duced. We believed in him, and we
stood by him, and time demonstrated
the wisdom of our choice”

Elder Woodruff was a member of the
Utazh Legislature for lwenty-seven
vears, and assisied in the framing of
lawws which have had a Jdeep signifi-
nee In the develpment of that pros-
perity which attended this strange set-
tlemen® In what was in the beginning
He
aceepted as divine revelatlon concern-

Charles W. FPenrose, of the Stake preal-! year frankly proclaimed his Intentlon!ing polygamy, but when the Unlted

dency., Elder George Reynolds, private

of hecoming a centeparian. He grew,

Qtates government commanded that

gecretary of the deceased President; W. gap feeble, however, that when in July  thls practice should cease he bowed to

C: Spence, the Chureh transportatlon

he was urged to come down to San

the will of the natlon and himsel! is-



