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A biographical SKETCH OF
THE LIFE OF PRESIDENTent

ANGUS 31 CANNON

AS RELATED BY HIMSELF INlix THE FORM

of AN ADDRESS DELIVERED IN TILETHE

tabernacle SALT LAKE CITY MAY

3rdard 1885 TO AN AUDIENCE COM-

POSED of ABOUT EIGHT THOUSAND
1

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE

THE JOURNEY FROM eaglandENGLANDE TO

1 NAUVOO

I1 fear my brethren and sisters that
unless great quiet is observed may not
be able to make you hear I1 had no idea
of undertaking to address zouyou in this
tabernacle until I1 was informed that
the assembly hall would be uncom-
fortablefortable or 1I would have declined the
tasktasks 11it you will pray for me I1 trust
the lord will enable me to express the
thoughts of my heart that seem to
crowd upon my memory upon this oc-
casion the scenes that have trans-
pired within the last week have aroused
within me a reflection of the circum-
stances and events that have occurred
during my short life

on tilethe lith day of february last 45
years ago president john taylor bap-
tized my parents into the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints inan
the city of liverpool Tnenglandinglandglandgiand ininn

the year 18121842 we took passage upon tilethe
good ship sidney notwithstanding
our parents had been warned by dreams
ffromrom the almighty of the perils that we
then undertook A mother who was
devoted to the gospel of the lord
jesus christ bybr the testimony that he
had conferred upon her understood
well that she imperilledimperilled her life in
starting upon that hazardous passage
but fearful that she might end her days
in Eenglandelgland she said she designed to
takeevandhererechildrenildrenlidren to a land of liberty
how well her liiIIIliftingtin her
hand andant saying 1I cannot consent
to layjay my bonesbongs down in this coun-
try I1 want to take my children
to a land of liberty to the
zion of our godl her husband
my father felt to undertake the jour-
ney with great reluctance he having
been warned by dreams also of the
dandanensdangersdanersensers that threatened her life owing
to thetre critical state of her health at that
time but when he remonstrated she
remarked 1I must taketaker my children
to the bodyboby of the church then I1 will
be content to lay my life downaown 11 we
had been at sea six weeks when it
was our misfortune to lose that moth-
er two weeks afterwards we reached
new orleans where we took passage
in a boat for the upper mississippi

TILETHE SAINTS ASSAILED BY MURDEROUS
MOBS

on arriving at nauvoo we were
blessed with the spirit and beheld the
dealingsdealiags of god made hanifmanifestest amonamong
illshis people notwithstanding povertypoverty
was the lot of the saints there were
happiness and contentment brother
joseph as a prophet of god was all
that the saints fondest hearts could
anticipate he was a father to the peo-
ple and sympathetic with those who
came litto a strange land mobsblobs
threatened the saints in the borders of
our settlements and brother joseph
was continually in danger bkby the at-
tacks that were made upon himim from
time to time journeying with his wife
by the river on one occasion in the
nneighborhoode I1 of dixon he was arrest-
edediedt kidnappedIdnapped by two missouriansMissour ianslans and
but for the interference of ffriends
would have been carried off clandes-
tinely to missouri how my heart
leaped joy when I1 saw him mount
upon the top of the wellhousewell house as
many of you will rememberremembert and taking
his hat in his handband proclaimed to the
peoplepae 1I am thankful tot the god ofyeoisraelsme I1 that he has delivered me out of
the hands of the once
morelmore

the mobs continued to harasharass the
saints they accomplished the
prophets assassination which was done
under the pledge and protection of the
state through the governor how well
I1 remember the leave he took of
usi circumstances hadbad been most
trying we were asked to give
up the arms belonging to the state
whichwatch we did quietly at his request he
went using his own language like a
lamb to theile slaughter Wanda as he
said the 1 time would come that it
should be said he had been murdered
in cold blood brother willardwallard rich-
ards accompanied hyrum and joseph
and elder john taylor our present
president accompanied them as their

1 friend on thealthe th of june 1844 the
mob assembled around carthage jail
the carthcarthecarthagee greys were placed there
to Pprotectprotect himim but it was evident that
tiietiletheyr had conspired with the mob to
assassistst in their assassination brother
hyrum and brother joseph were slain
brother john taylor was shot with four
balls and lay helpless upon the jail
floor brother willard richards was
the only one who survived without a
hole in his garments you can imagine
the scenes of lamentation and sorrow
that swelled the hearts of the people of
god on the occasion of thel return of
the remains of those whose voices had

orgladdenedladdeliedried our hearts but were then
hushed in deatdeathh the twelve were
principally abroad preaching the gos

1 pel filling the missions that had been
assigned to them

BETRAYED BY APOSTATESATES

it was found that men who had been
intimately associated with Brotbrotherhierlier
joseph had been the chiefconspirators
in brinbringingng about his arrest and finaifinal
bethayabetrayal11andknd death who did they con

of why the laws one of whom
had been josephs counselor the 1119hig
bees the fostersposters and other apostates
this is not to be wondered at who
betrayed joseph and hyrum to
liberty jail george M ilinhin
ackle josephs bosom ffriend
who betrayed the lord andoorand ouroun re-
deemer A judas and an apostle of
the lamb who todayto day are engaengageded
in conspiring against the livesilves and filib-
erties

b
of the people of god menalen and

women who have been recorecognizedmazed as
the annotated of god and hold places
and situations in our midst dodaydo day

THE TWELVE AT THE HEADHEAheau OF AFFAIRS

the twelve returned and reorganized
the priesthood officiating in their sev-
eral ofofficesflees situations and callings
the temple of our god was completed
in that endowments could be given
and the saints rejoiced in the bless-
ingsin s they received under the hands of
ththee officiating priesthood in the tem-
plele in the temple which they hadlaboredlabored in their poverty to erect
they received endowments brother
joseph before his departure in a
house dedicated fortor that purposese
endowed laa numberbumber of the lesapostlesies
and told the twelve that liehe
placed upon them the
ability of bearing off the kingdom real-
izing his time was short that he kadhadhad to
stay it reminds me very much of the
circumstances that transpired here in
the construction of tilethe st georgeorgee
temple wherein president youngyoun fefeltfeitat
the burden weighing upon him of the
responsibility of transmitting to hisbis
associates in the priesthood the keys
that he held and when it was appar-
ent that this salt lake temple could
not be finished in time for him to lay
upon them the mantle of his authority
he repaired to st george and complet-
ed that temple and there endowed hihiss
brethren with power to bear off the
work of god

THE EXODUS

early in the spring of 18461816
the saints in nauvoo having been
harassed and driven from their homes
in the surrounding country their
houses burned their stacks consumed
and their farms made desolate crowded
around the president and his associates
and enquired what thethey should do to
protectr0tact their livesilves the mob continu-
inganfn to annoy ourpeowe form of treaty
was entered into we had petitioned
the several states asking for an asylum
from the red hand of thisahls cruel op-
pressionpresslonsion I1 think only one state out
of the whole number thought proper to
reply to the appeal of the distressed
people of godgoa and that was I1 believe
the governor of the state ofarkansas
and we were recommended to go to
oregon if I1 remember correctly where
we probably would find a country that
we could occupy and te secure from
our enemies under the inspiration of
god our leaders proposed to vacate our
beautiful city our homesbomes and betake
ourselves to the western wilds mak-
ing an agreement that the arnob should
sussuspend allali hostilities and leave the
popoororthethe infirm with a few strong
hands that were left to put the finish-
ing touches upon the temple I1 re-
member very well the coldness and
severity of the atmosphere when they
commenced their exodus from nauvoo
crossing the river upon the ice many
of them they sojournedsojourned upon sugar
creek frequently returning before
they could make up their companies
provide means ofoi transport etc in
that inclement season and finally com-
menced their weary march through the
state of iowa a distance of milesintacompanies were organized and sent in-
tot missouri to obtain supplies for the
families teams were doubled to
drag through the mud bridges were
constructed streams were fordedcorded
finally they reached the missouri
riverelver having located on the way two
settlements called piegan and garden
grove colonizing these districts as
resrestingting places places of recruit for
those who were weary and had not the
means to continue their journeajour

THE MORMON BATTALION

on their arrival at the missouri
river emissaries met our leaders and
Pproclaimed the necessity of our con-
tributing a battalion of men to the
number of to go and maintain the
cause of the united states in mexico
the men were furnished as we heard
related yesterday to the number of

heartrending scenes
and while these mmenen were being

mustered into service how shall I1 de-
scribe the scenes that were transacted
in the beautiful city of nauvoo
without a gun to defend ourselves
larger than a rillerifle without any forti-
ficationsficat ionslons we were assailed by a num-
erous mob and threatened with exter-
minationmi unless we immediately
vacated the city there were a number
of men not latter day saints
who had bought property in
that city and they felt that it was a
most ttyrannicalranrau and oppressive meas-
ure 7I1 remember very well on that
occasion president daniel 11 wells
as we are now pleased to call him
who now presides over the british
mission he was then a man outside of
our faith when he saw the disposedispost
tion of mentomen to rob us of everythingevery thin we
possessed he embraced the faith be-
inging immersed by baptism in the atisallsmis-
sissippisissippi river and identified his
interest with ours ilehe gave his pro-
pertyerty into the handsbands of hisbis wife whoradgadhad borne him one son placed himself
in the saddle and commenced the
defence of our city with the aid of
a few citizens a few brethren who
had been left to finish the temple of
our god TthisI1 was the commence

ment of his history with us as a people
that is within the pale of the gos-

pel there were some old steamboat
shafts lying down about the mississippi
river Theytiny were procured and placed
in position in the grove west of the
temple they were cut in lengths
pinapinkpluggede1I up atone end and formed into
rude cannon mounted upon wheels
and placed la position of defense we
endured a siege of several weekweeks and
tthree days of continued fightinglighting at
tthehe expiration of this time the enemy
hhadad krowngrownrown in numbers we had dimin-
ishedI1 some of our menberemen were found to
be fainthearted then as now and with
different pretexts and excuses they
left the city the result was a compro-
misemise was effectedaffected we were promised
that if we would go across the river in-
to the bleak barren prairie to what Is
known as the island above montrose
that if we would deliver up our arms
as a pledge that we would not use them
to their harm with the promise that we
should have our arms returned to us
hostilities would cease we had how-
ever to leave our property I1 was then
a lad of twelve years our father hadbad
invested what means he had left after
having emigrated several families that
had apostatized from the church be-
cause they were not fed and provided
for after they had gathered I1 sasay he
had invested what little means he hadad
left in land adjacent to nauvoo and a
little cottage house in which his moth-
erless children might find shelter on
the giving up of our arms among the
rest was a rifle the only relic I1 hadbad of
my deceaseddeceaseed latherlather this christian
civilization that we have heard spoken

I1 of so much within the past week
glorified as it has been in con-
trast with taethe professions of
the latter day saintsaints came in and
took possession of our city and our
arms as per agreement and promised
to return1 the latter that we might
have a means of defence and some-
thing with which to procure game on
which to subsist when we had
left our homeshomed and everything we
possessed one of the chrchristianstian mob

who prated of christian civi-
lizationliza tion drew hlhis sword and brandish-
ing it exclaimed I1 have a mind to cut
every one of your G d mormon
throats brother charles lambert
who had acted like a father to our
family and continued a true guardian
totoustonsus wasvas taken forcibly while at-
tempting to get some of our remaining
effects and was subjected to an out-
rage lieile was after a consultation of
professed christianschristiana seized by a man
of large stature and in mockery of the
sacred ordinance of baptism immersed
in the river three times by order
of the commander of the temple
I1 very well remember over
the river the uninviting scene that
met our eyes there was a prairie it
was true but the rains that were then

that country put us withwi th
nothing dry to cover us in a very litipiti-
able condition here is father hahainesnes
who sits here before me I1 remember
well his carrying his sick wife and
placing heruher uponponaa trundle bed and
over her emaciated body for she had
been sick for some sixteen weeks they
had to placeace tin pans to catch the drip
pingsig ofathethe water from falling upon
herhenr arspersonon as it came from a quilt
stretchedtreched ponupon forked sticks I1 re-
member well that scene I1 remember
her expiring moments it was a chris-
tian officer that commanded the mob
and I1 Teremembermember brother haines going
to this officer after his wife had expired
and as she lay on that saturated bed
I1 recollect him going to the officeofficerland
saying to him here is a specimen of
of your christianity nowsow sir lwellI1 will
hold that aagainstgadinst you in the day of
judgment

I1 speak of this incident because
that old lady was like a mother to me
in my motherless condition I1 speak of
it because it created an impression

I1 uponupon my young heart that 1 never can
forforgettorget9 t I1 was then as I1 have said 12
yeayearss lfof agagee I1 was ten years of age at
ttheh e death of our father who departed
this liiIIIlifeilfee just after the marmartyrdomtyr om of
josepnjosepa and hyrum smith in the
summer of 1844isil I1 did not theirthen belong
to this community by baptism but I1 had
heard myray mother say that her ambition
was to get her chichildrenlaren to the church
of god trusting to his guidance and
hisHi carescare I1 felt I1 should be bap-
tized and went to the foot of mainmaln
street upon thethee mississippi and asked
an elder there one sunday afternoon
to baptize me that I1 might at least ful
titfil my departed mother and fatherlathers18

honeshopes
uponpon the entrance of the mob with-

in our city we were told that if we
would forsake the faith of our parents
we could remain in peace what was
the falthfaith of our parents their falthfaith
consisted in the belief that jesus was
the christ the necessity of men re-
penting of their sins and tC unto
god with a full purpose of heart and
being baptized for a remission of
them the laying on of hands by one
holding the priesthood for
the imparting of the holy ghost that
god hadbad restored the everlasting cove-
nant and established illshis priesthood
again among men this was their
faith i

NOT TILETHE CAUSE OF
persecution

did we know anything of polypolygamygamy
0orr celestial marriage at that time no
my parents kneknewv nothing of it and I1
never thought of such a thinethins boutwebut we
were told we mast go the people
were not guiltyu 1t of havinhaving a piupinplurality of
wives or goft hhavingaving violated the laws
oathof thee staslatestatetc of I1illinois11 i n0 I1s noNto 8uchsuch ac-
cusationscusations were brought against them
but they were told they must go some
of the people were not so meek as
ome pfaf us areafe 11II will confess I1

did not know then that this was the
gospel of christ I1 had embraced the
power of god unto salvation butikutibut I1
knew my mother was a devoted saint
and that my father had said his sons
would do a greater work than he had
for they would not be traditioned with
the false doctrines and ideas that he
had inherited fromfrum his ancestry and I1
looked forward for the knowledge that
should dawn upon my understanding
in due time to layjay aside the faith of
my father and my mothermothertoto
crouch and beg and suppli-
cate before man I1 could nonot
doltdoitdo it hence I1 took mvmy departure with
milgmy ittlelittle brotbrothelbrotherhendland sister and
niednned inmy interests with the people of
god liddid I1 ever obtain the only relic
I1 had of my departed father nolab the
scoundrels stole it christians though
they professed to be and these men
prate about christianity the beauty
and glory of christianity contrasted
with thetile faith of the mormonscormonsMormons audand
hence my lip curled when I1 heard them
prate about their christian civili-
zation I1 remember very I1 well
that we were famishing but the
lord sent myriads of61 quills
with which to appease our hunger we
went into iowa and tolled and labored
and obtained supplies to carrycarni us on
our journey wevyv had a few head of
stock that we were able to take acrossacross
the river with us we 30journeyedurne ed
through iowa after obtaining suppliessuppliesiesfes
in the cold month of Decdecembererager the
next spring upon the missouri thethe in-
dians came in upon us and killed every-
thingthin we possessed except one
cow

preparatory FOR THE
WESTWARD JOURNEY

the saints journeyed from there
the spring ol01 47 our brother
Q cannon and one sister two
0olderder than myself came ahrthroughough here
with president taylor to these valleys
we dwelt on the missouri and in
spring of 48 we came up to the
and undertook to cross the river
icefee broke andandoorour wagon went
ing all the supplies to the bottom
ththe river we took shelter in a housebouse
that we had constructed in the
of 46 7 but later in the spring of
we were told by the indian commis-
sioner that we must lyate that land
as it was indian territory we ac-
cordingly had take to ourselves back
iowa and thence to missouri and
last cow we had was driven into
bayou lake and killed by the wolves
we went again to missouri A boy
13 1I went and chopped wood for
cents a cord to help make an outfit
and in the spring ot 49 we again com-
menced our journey to these moun-
tains our clothing was diminished t
but we were glad to have sufficientcien t
stock to afford us milk with a little
bread to help sustainalnusus while cross-
ing these wild plains I1 was then 15
years otof age very slight in stature
fact being so delicate that my parents
once despaired of rearing me
but after becoming insured
hardship fatigue and hunger
I1 trod these weary plains birebare-
footed walked every step and
a gun and hunted game etorifor our sub-
sistencesistence
ARRIVAL IN THE VALLEYvalney A

CARE

we entered this valley in the fall
49 when we found brother george Q

hadhaa been sent on a mission to califor-
nia preparatory to obtaining means to
plant the mission upon the sandwich
islands he had goneone one day before
we arrived Inalnainstetterin a yetterTetterletter he left forusfor us
he stated that he had made sufficientclent

on the ground now occupied
by the denver riojuo grande ralirallrailroadroad
depot to build a house he had raised
a propofcrop of corn on a piece of groundround be-
longing to him and he told dsus that that
would breadoread us and that the
would build us a house in which we
could shelter we obtained a shelter
by the kind providence of god and the
kindness of an elder brother who by
the way was only 15 years of age at
the death of hisbis mother and 17 at the
death of his father anaand liehe the oldest
of six children

well I1 remember not having suff-
icient grease to greaseprease the skilletsskillets to
make this corn that george had raised
into bread lvewe had to sprinkle dry
meal into the skillet to keep it from
sticking I1 remember the feeling I1 ex-
periencedperienperlenP ced as we ascended these cedar
cliffs the blood from the worn
out feet staistal niunil the
tracks as we climbed these moun-
tain heights A little brother elevenyears of age poorly shshodjd crying with
the cold eateatingng his corn dodger in
the cold north wind touched my heart
and I1 felt to vow that ifit god was godgrod
I1 would never cease petition him to
avenavengee our wrongs and redress our
grievances to sasayaayy that I1 knew
tthee gospel to be true I1 could
not they wanted me to renew
my covenants I1 was anything but fit
to renew a covenant with god I1 hadbad
no spirit of meekness or humility I1
was tilledfilled with rancor and hatred to-
wards everything that proclaimed itself
christian civilization I1 remembered
that while dwelling upon the missouri
river day after day I1 dug from the
frozen land artichokes and wild onions
to sustain our lives while men who
proleprofessedSsed to be christian in their
characterharbaracter were 0occupying our homes
from which we had been drivengriven

AJL MISSION TO SOUTHERN urahUTAH A
TESTIMONY OPOF THE TRUTH

spring dawned upon us and with
the genial warmth our hearts becebecame
more mild and kind and in the fall of

1 found myself asassignedsgned to take a
pmission with brother gegeorgeorge A smith

to help form a colony miles south
at a placeplace now known aaas carowanparowanParowan to
establish and organize the county of
iron and a representative to the first
legislature was sent from there

returning to the city I1 began to seek
unto god for a knowledge I1 knew
what my fatherhadbad predicted and what
my mothers hopes badhad been I1 wanted
to know for myself that god was god
and that my parents had been his true
disciples and as an assurance of my
fidelity I1 covenanted with god in
secret fasting and praying unknown
to my friends that if ilehe would give me
a knowledge that this was illshis work
that joseph indeed was his prophet f1
would never hesitate to proclaim it in
any land under any circumstances
and god revealed unto me that my
parents faithfalth was true that Jesujesus wasawas
the christschrist and by the holy ghost I1
was enabled to say that I1 knew thatgod was my tatherrather

AKAX EASTERN MISSION

in 18341854 1 journeyed east with presi-
dent taylor recommended by
the governor and secretary or0
the territory as a cadet fromfrom
utah with instructions tolo apply
ththrough Dr Bernhisel for admission tto
the military academy at west point
but to preach the gospel until such
time as I1 entered that academy pre-
sident taylor after having investi-
gated matters after I1 hadbad com-
menced my labors as a missionary
wrote me to connecticut saying
that he thought it would be nearly a
yyearear before I1 would enter that fourtour
years would form the term of study
and after having concluded this the
country would expect me to serve six
or under a small commission
as recompense for the education that I1
so80 rauranmucheh desireddesfred suggesting at the
sasamem e ttime thatthat if I1I1 emmengageded in this the
pprobabilitiesrobab s were thatt my position
and station would be most undesir-
able for the spirit indicated there was
going to be trouble and his counsel
was to abandon my project of course
it was a blow to my ambition I1 sat
down and wept but arose and went
forth proclaiming the gospel of the
lord it fell to my lot to be on this
mission when johnstons army was
fitted out as an expedition to bring the

mormonscormonsMormons who were stated to be in
rebellion into subjection the ath of

i march aw I1 left my home in phila-
delphia and journeyed westward
coming around the army and entering
this valley to findnind it deserted and ffor-
saken

or
my relatives had journeyed

south to provo I1 found our president
and was able to report my mission

in my to and fro for
four years I1 hahadbad learned that god did
support meroe in doing those thingsthingsHehe
hahad assigned unto me
CELESTIAL 31MARRIAGEARRIAGE AT FIRST OP-

POSED AND afterwards ACCEPTED

in 18311851 in these mountains I1
had occasion to be tried with
the practice of the baines in
the principle of celestial marriage
vulgarly termed by the world poly-
gamy I1 remember on one occasion
telling a brother who was paying ad-
dresses

ad-
dressee to a sister of mine two years
my senior that itif she married him I1
would disown her why asked
he because it is a prprinciplegeiple that I1no not know anything aaboutb0 t and my
sister hasbas neither father nor mother to
counsel her said 1I you will think
better of this angus hereafter he
replied and in the fallfail of 52 the rev-
elation on celestial marriage was read
and I1 was made familiar with itstruths I1 endeavored to controvert
it by the scriptures that I1 hadbad
demonstrated through the testi-mony of the lord jesus to betrue I1 failed while I1 expressed my-
self as regretregrettingtingtinz that god should havenave
revealed such a principle I1 asserted
that while I1 wanted to curtail no otherpersonsperson3 liberty I1 never expected topractice it

in my in the eastern landI1 saw the squalid misery and wretched-
ness that prevailed in society there I1saw the dens of infamy and degrada-
tion in new york philadelphia and
other cities that I1 visited I1 feltto look unto god and saygrantgnant that I1 may never leave
progeny upon the earth to inherit
the misery and wretchedness that ex-
ists here inin the absence of a knowledge
of a god and otof revelationrevelatton but1I1realized that god was god I1 saw that
while men with their christian civiliza-
tion had wiveswires that they pampered
with dresses and luxury ttillI1I1 atey made
them idle till many of them fearfultearful
that their income was not sufficient tokeep them in luxury if they had a
number of children patronized abor
zionists to prevent them having off-springsp ilsts 9 I1 knew that god had said these
eyegils 1shouldouid exis that women would
be guilty of the most unnatural crimes
destroying their own offspring kelietiecelectingting upon this subject knowing thatit was god that had revealed this reve-
lation to nhihisnis people I1 feltfeld in my heartthat I1 never would marry a woman tomake her idleidie if I1 married it would beto a woman that would consent toshare her comforts witcher sister andthat they should raise two families in-stead ofof one supplying their childrenwith the common necessaries of lifeaandadlipputtingutting aawayeway a desire for luxury
feelingfe 9 that godpod designed to raise aposterity that should be pure thatshould be exalted in their ideas aspir-insin to call god their father to do hiswill on earth that it might be done hereasus hisills will is done in heaven

DOMESTIC RELATIONS ETC
on my returnretura in I1 Mt with the approv-

al of our prophet president youn I1proposeproposed4 and was accepted by SOO


