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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THAT DISCUBSION.

Elsewhere in today's “News" will be
found the firat of a serles of articles on
Mormonism. The opening argument is

by a Congregatlonal minister of this
city, and the reply of this Journal fol-
lows.

It has been noticed lately that
Christian minlasters have been very ac-
tive in circulating throughout the land
pamphlets and perlodleals purporting
to contaln Mormon doctrine, or to ex-
plain Mormonism; and also that much
of this literature does not contain Mor-
mon dooctrine properly speaking, but
something else. It may not, In every
instance, have been the fntentlon of the
wrlters or compllers to mlslead the pub-
lic on the matter, but that s certain-
ly the effect of It, whatever may be the
intentlon. When, therefore, a local
clergyman challenged the “News" to
discussion, this was accepted [n the hope
that a free and gentlemanly exchange
of opinions, conducted In a Christian
spirit, would serve to remove much
misunderstanding and perhaps bring
into prominence truths which may have
been overlooked. It has been asserted
that Mormon!sm 1s not true Christlani-
ty: we feel sure our Christian friends
who may entertain that oplinjon wlill,
after a thorough examlnation of what
Mormoniam is and teaches, feel the
necesslty. In justice to themselves, to
change that view,

THE GRATITUDE OF BIGUTRY.

That eiddress of the released Spanish
prisoners to thelr captors reads very
much llke & leaf from a highty colored
novel whose Incldents are laid among

the seml-barbarous chivalry of a couple
of centurles or so ago. This is but
another reminder of what a wonder-
worker the late war was, what a pro-
lific breeder of senvational occurrences,
what a rapid-fire demolisher of long-
cherlshed customs and bellefs. The
grand finale, the departure of the valj-
ant foe who fought our men face to
face in the trenches and out of them,
as released captives on their way home
at the expense of the conquerors, was
a fitting one to close such a confllet
with; whlle the "card of thanks"” In
well-chosen language adopted by the
former and presented to the latter is
?‘ﬁ soulful musle to which the curtain
alls.

That the Amerleans would so deport
themselves as to deserve such a tribute,
was exacily what was looked for when
the ¢oesln of war first Bounded. That
they would fight as becomes a valorous
race until the epemy retired, surrend-
ered or were glain, needed no telling.
There {s nothing to excite special won-
der In that, even though the manner tn
which the cllmax was worked out was
at times so0 much unllke the doings of
a hostle force that evem those who
knew that humanity and forbearance at
the proper times would be the rule, were
somewhat amazed. The speclal cause
for astonlshment resldes in the faet
that the beneficlaries of our humane
treatment should not only recognize but
express thelr recognition of It, and then
Elve such expression the wldest posatble
pPublicity. Thege were the men who a
short time 2go could see mnothlng big,
or valorous, or advanced, or worthy, in
any forces which the United Btates was
able to place in the field—forces which,
according to the enemy's view, relled
ex'clusively upon thelr greater numbers
and more abundant possesslons, ad-
vantages which that enemy would punc-
ture with shrieking shot and gleaming

steel and take as prisoners all who
were not slaughtered on the flefd.
Truly, truly, the world moves.

While it is dlstinctly gratifying to us
as a natlon to know that our valor

and humanlty are thus appreciated,
eapecially by those who have measured
It by practical methods, it i atlll the
case that all of the remarkable docu-
ment spoken of cannot be concurred in

or overiooked. It speaks contemptuous-

ly of the race which, umajded and
agalnat the most discouraging odds,
held the Spanish at bay for forty long
months. 1t says they are of “doubtful
origin,'”” as If that were a matter of re-
proach, With the new light which has
been thrown upeon the mind of our
former enemy, let us hope he will be
able full soon to underatand that it is

not ancestry nor station that con-
gtitutes true greatness.
Honor and fame fromx no condition

rise,
Act well your part, there all the honor
lles.

The ancestral pride of which the
Spaniard boasts is the one thing that
has made him indolent, shiftless, in-
capable, and permitted a horde of titled
mendicants to lilve off the sweat of his
brow in peace and drive him like an
ox to the shambles In time of war.
Heredity 1s a delusion and a snare.
The man that has poor parents or none
at all, who has no wealthy or infln-
entlal connections and who cares not
whether he was born Iin a barn ¢r a
castle, but iz filled with a derermina-
tion to make hlz own way through
life, to deserve well of all and fear the
scoffs and jostlings of none, 1s worth
more to his Maker and his leiluows
than are all the pensloners on the dead
that ever marched in tawdrv array
upon this stage of action.

There 13 yet another thing to he con-
sldered. The Insurgents are spoken of
as belng poor and desplised outeasts
and thelr method of fighting as that of
the bushranger, Perhapa this {a true,
but if so, why? Who made them
poor and who besldes thelr oppressors
Jeaplses them because of thelr poverty?
And why do they fight from behind
cover and flee before an effactive re-
turn can be made? These guestions
almost answer themselves. When a
race has been subject to steady drafts
upon its brawn, brain and blend for
centurieg; when nearly all of the in-
crement of Its toil has gone into the
possesgion of llcepsed thleves, plrat:s

and assassins until it has Decome
80 narowed in its methods of lving
that It {s unable to reallze what

breadth of purpose means and can only
comprehend the one fnextingulshable
impulge to be free; when such things
n% theae nnd others as bad exist nnd gre
passed along from generation to gen-
eration, how much better showing
would llkely be made than the native
Cubans have made? There are two
sides to every question, and one of the
difficulties in dealing with the Span-
iards I8 that they refuse to see any
side but their own until they are com-
pelled to.

A BON OF BOLOMON.

The London Globe in a recent issue
notes the faect that the ruler of
Abyssinla, Menelik, intends visiting
Jerusalemn in 1800, and expresses a hope
that one of the results of this visit will
be some further light upon a saered
chronlcle of the country, purporting to
prove that the present kilng of the

—

Ethiopians iz the lincal descendant of
King Solomon, the famous ruler of the

Jewish nation upon the throne of
David. Th2 Abyssinfans themsejves
malntaln that there Is document

evidence of this, amd firmly bel!evea'll-izr
the authenticity of the legend, while
the Christlan misslonarles as a mle
deny it.

The Information concerning the ex-
iztence of a sacred record of the Abys-
sinlang came to the. world through
Alvarez, who visited the country in the
first part of the slxteenth century. He
reported as follows:

“We stayed In Aquaxumo for eight
months. This town was the city, cham-
ber and abode of the Queen Baba, who
took the camels laden wfth gold tg
Solomon whén he was building the temn-
ple of Jerusalem. There is in thls town
a very mnoble church, in which we found
a very great chronlcle written in the
language of the country, and it stated
in its commencement how [t had beep
written first In Hebrew and afterward
put Into Greek, and from Greek intgo
Chaldee, and from Chaldee into the
Abyssinlan tongue, In which It now is
and it begins thus: How the Queen
Saba hearing related the great and rich
works which Solomon had begun in
Jerusalem, she determined to go and
see Mm, and she loaded certain camels
with gold to glve for these works, and
on arrlving near the city, and belng
about to cross a lake whilch they passed
by some brld%e. she dlsmounted and
worshipped the beams, and said:
'Please God, my feet shall not touch
the timber on which the Savior of the
world has to hang;"” and she made ga
circuit of the lake, and went to gee
Bolomon, and Induced him to withdraw
those beams from there; and she came
to the works and offered her gifts, and
sald: “These works are not sueh as they
told me in richness and beauty, because
their beauty and richpess have po
equal, 50 that they are greater than
what was related to me; 30 much so
that the tongues of men cannot tell
thelr nobillty and richness, and much
1 grieve for the small gift which I
brought. I will repair to my countries
and lordshlps, and will send whatever
aboundg, for the works, of gold and
blackwood to inlay.' ™

Alvarez further states that tha
chronicle In question asserts that the
queen resided for some tlme in Jerusa-
lem and bore a son to King Solomon,
called Melimelek, or Menllek. e wasz
brought up at the Jewlsh court, but at
the age of seventeen, the people de-
manded his return to hls mother. jle
then became the king of Abyasinla
and is sald to have ruled “from sea {o
sea” and to have had a fleet of “sixty
ships In the Indfan sea.” Bruce, who
went to Abyssinla two hundred years
after Alvarez, speaking of the churchk
at Axum, sBays;

“In it are supposed to be preserved
the ark of the covenant, and the copy
of the Inw which Menilek, the son of
Solomon, 1s sald to have stolen from
bis father In his return to Ethlopla;
and they were reckoned as it were the
palladia of the country.”

Later travelers do not mentlon the
sacred writings referred to, but this
is accounted for by the fact that
the ecclesiastical authorlties are guard-
Ing the literary treasures with great
care lest they should fall into the hands
of the invaders.

The question whether there today
remalns a llneal descendant of Solomon
with an authentlc genealogy covering
the intervening perlod of, sav 3,000
years, is one of immense intereat. It
may possibly become one of political
importance, too, In case the labors of
the so-called Zlonists should result in
the creation of an Independent Jewlsh
state in Palestine. At all evants the



