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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

THAT discussion
elsewhere in news will be

found the first of a series of articles on
mormonism the opening argument is
by a congregational minister of this
city and the reply of this journal fol-
lows

it has been noticed lately that
christian ministers have been very ac-
tive in circulating throughout the land
pamphlets and periodicals purporting
to contain mormon doctrine or to ex-
plain mormonism and also that much
of this literature does not contain mor-
mon doctrine properly speaking but
something else it may not in every
instance have been the intention of the
writerswritersoror compilers to mislead the pub
ticbc on the matter but that is certain-
ly the effect of it whatever may be the
intention when therefore a local
clergyman challenged the news to
discussion this was accepted in the hope
that a free and gentlemanly exchange
of opinions conducted in a christian
spirit r would serve to remove much
misunderstanding and perhaps bring
into prominence truths which may have
been overlooked it has been asserted
that mormonism Is not true christiani-ty we feel sure our christian friends
whoho may entertain that opinion willatterafter a thorough examination of whatwhat
mormonism Is and teaches feel the
necessity in justice to themselves to
change that view

THE GRATITUDE OF

that address of the released spanish
prisoners to their captors reads very
much like a leatleaf from a highly colored
novel whose incidents axeare laid among
the semi barbarous chivalry of a couple
of I1 centuries or so ago this is but
another reminder of what a wonder
worker the late war was what a pro-
lific breederbreede of onal occurrences
what aa rapid fire demolisherdemollsher of long
cherishedcherlischeriahed customs and beliefs thegrand finale the departure of the val-
iant toefoe who fought our men face to
facefabe toin the trenches and out of them
asae released captives on their way homeat the expense of the conquerors wasa fitting one to close suellsuch a conflictwith while the card of thanks inwell chosen lamlanguageguage adopted by the
former and presented to the latter isthe soulful music to which the curtain
falls

that the americans would so deport
themselvesthemi elves as to deserve such a tributewas exactly what was looked for whenthe tocsin of war first sounded thattatthey would fight asaa becomes a valorous
race until the enemy retired surrend-
ered ofav were stainslain needed no tellingthere isin nothing to excite special won-
der in that even though the manner in
which the climax was worked out wasat timestimea SOBO much unlike the doings ofa hostile force that even those who
knew that humanityhumAinity and forbearance atthe proper times would be the rule were
somewhatbALt amazed the special cause
for astonishment resides in the factthat the beneficiaries of our humane
treatment should not only recognize butexpress their recognition of it and thenjtb such expression the widest possible

thesetheme were the men who a
short time ago could see nothing big
dr valorous or advanced or worthy inany forces which r the united states was
able to place in the field forces whichorane to the view reliedexclusively upon their greater numbers
andd moireinore abundant possessions ad
V which that enemy would punc-
ture with shrieking shot and gleagleiinIng

steel and take as prisoners all who
were not slaughtered on the field
truly truly the world moves

while it Is distinctly gratifying to us
as a nation to know that our valor
and humanity are thus appreciated
especially by those who have measured
it by practical methods it is still the
case that all of the remarkable docu-
ment spoken of cannot be concurred in
or overlooked it speaks contemptuous-
ly of the race which unaided and
against the most discouraging odds
held the spanish at bay for forty long
months it says they are of doubtful
origin as if that were a matter of re-
proach with the new light which has
been thrown upon the mind of our
former enemy let us hope he will be
able full soon to understand that it is
not ancestry nor station that con-
stitutesutes true greatness
honor and fame from no condition

rise
act well your part there all the honor

lies
the ancestral pride of which the

spaniard boasts is the one thing that
has made him indolent shiftless in-
capable and permitted a horde of titled
mendicantsmendicants to live off the sweat of his
brow in peace and drive him like an
ox to the shambles in time of war
heredity is a delusion and a snare
the man that has poor parents or none
at all who has no wealthy orr influ-
ential connections and who cares not
whether he was born in a barn r a
castle but is filled with a determina-
tion to make his own way through
life to deserve well of all and fear the
scoffsecons and jost lings of none is worth
more to his maker and his follows
than are all the pensionerspensionerd on the dead
that ever marched in tawdry array
upon this stage of action

there toIs yet another thing to beb con-
sideredsi the insurgents are spoken of
as being poor and despised outcasts
and their method of fighting as that of
the perhaps this is true
but if so why who made themthem
poor and who besides their oppressors
despises them because of their poverty
and why do they fight from behind
cover andfand flee before anam effective re-
turn can be made these questions
almost answer themselves when a
race hashaa been subject to steady drafts
upon its brawn brain and blood for
centuries when nearly all pt the in-
crement of its toll has gone into thepossessionpossession of licensed thieves piratesgirat39

and assassins until it has become
so narrowed in its methods of living
that it tois unable to realize what
breadth of purpose means and can only
comprehend the one inextinguishable
impulse to be free when such things
as these and others as bad exist find are
passed along from generation to gen-
erationeration how much better showing
would likely be made than the native
cubans have made there are two
sides to every question and one of the
difficulties in dealing with the span-
iards tois that they refuse to see any
side but their own until they are com-
pelled to

A SON orOP solomon
the london globe in a recent issue

notes the fact that the ruler of
abyssinia menelikMenellk intends visiting
jerusalem in 1900 and expresses 9 hope
that one offof the results of this visit will
be some further light upon a sacred
chronicle ot thiethe country purporting to
prove that the present king of the

ethiopians Is the linwlineal descendant
king solomon the famous ruler of talsh 1 l
jewish nation upon the throne
david the vBmaintain that there is documentary
evidence of this and firmly bellbelievee 1
the authenticity of the legend white
the christian missionmissionariesaxles as a raftdeny it

the information concerning the ex-
istence of a sacred record of the abig

came to the world through
alvarez who visited the country in thefirst part of the sixteenth century bereported as follows 5

we stayed in for eeighth
months this town was the city ehcham-
ber and abode of the queen sasaba wlm
took the camels laden with gold ttsolomon when he was building the terntem j
pie olfof jerusalem there is in this towna very noble church in which we founda very great chronicle written in tblanguage of the country and it states
in its commencement how it had beenwritten first in hebrew and afterward 1

q

put into greek and from greek into Achaldee and from chaldee into thtattAbyssabyssinian tongue in which it noarnohjal
and it begins thus how the queeni
saba hearing related the great and iiaworks which solomon had begun bajerusalem she determined to go and

al

see him and she loaded certain cacamehlun
with gold to give for these works ana
on arriving near the city and beabout to cross a lake which
by some bridge she dismounted
worshippedwor shipped the beams and 7
please god my feet shall not toithe timber on which the savior of 1l

world has to hang and she made ilkikcircuit of the lake and went to awsolomon and induced him to withwitha
those beams from there and she a
to the works and offered her gifts
said these works are not such as L
told me in richness and beauty becattheir beauty and richness hahavLve
equal so that they are greaterr
what was related to me so muchmu
that the tongues of men cannot
their nobility and richness and aI1 grieve for the small giftgift chieubrought I1 will repair to my countcoun s

anandd lordshipslord ships and will send whatwha
abounds torfor the works of gold
blackwood to inlay t

alvarez further states that
chronicle in question asserts I1thatqueen resided for some time in je
lem and bore a son to king sole
called Melimelek or Mentiek heH
brought up at the jewish court but
the age of seventeen the people 4
banded his return to his mother ithen became the king of aby
and Is said to have ruled from sett
sea and to have had a fleet of
ships in the indian seama 11 bruce
went to abyssinia twoawo hundred
after alvarez speaking of the dim
at axum says

in it are supposed to be presenpr
the ark of the covenant and the tof the law which mentleyMentlek thejhb eon
solomon is said to have stolen tp
his father in his return to
and they were reckoned as it were i

palladia of the country
later travelers do not mentionr

sacred writings referred tot b
is accounted for by the t
the ecclesiastical authorities are
ing the literary treasures with
catecare lest they should fall into the
of the invaders sis

the question whether there
remains a lineal descendant otof
with an authentic genealogy i

the intervening period of sosa
years is one of immense
may possibly become one ot ti

A

importance too in ewcase tethe so called Zionzioniststito should
ithe creation of an indea I1

state in palestine at all


